
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Introduction  
Have you ever heard the phrase “the grass is always greener on the other side?” If we are not careful we can become 
dissatisfied with the Lord and the church and be tempted to look elsewhere for guidance and truth. Depending on our 
situation, we may even begin to doubt the Lord and question the very foundations of our faith. Our study today looks at 
the children of Israel, particularly in regard to how they were seduced to look elsewhere for truth and divine direction. The 
Old Testament church forgot the Lord’s promises and the people allowed their circumstances to dictate their actions.   
 
Key Verse 
“And the whole congregation of the children of Israel murmured against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness” 
 (Ex. 16:2). 
 

Lesson Summary 
It is a blessing to see the hand of God at work in our lives and in the lives of those around us. Our God is a faithful God.  
He hears our prayers and is eager to “give us the desires of [our] heart” (Ps. 37:4). But His hand is not always so obvious. 
It is during these times that we must remember that “the Lord is not slack concerning his promises” (2 Pt. 3:9). This is 
where we find the children of Israel in today’s lesson.  They had been held captive in Egyptian slavery for 430 years. 
Their prayer, generation after generation, was for God to send them a deliverer. In answer to their prayerful cry, the Lord 
raised up Moses who led them out of bondage and brought them to a land flowing with milk and honey. Everything about 
the Exodus was miraculous, and the children of Israel witnessed it all.  In fact, they were recipients of God’s miraculous 
power.  They witnessed the plagues against Egypt and against Pharaoh and his armies; they saw the waters divide as they 
crossed the Red Sea, and then witnessed the waters swallow up their enemies. They were partakers of the supernatural 
blessings of God.  How they must have marveled as the glory of the Lord led them from certain death to the blessings of 
Canaan---the “promised land!” But see how soon they turned from singing the song of Moses (Ex. 15:1-2) to an attitude 
of self-pity and blatant disregard for the things God and for Moses’ leadership (Ex. 16:1-3). How soon they forgot! How 
quickly they turned from saving faith to trust in the arm of flesh. The New Testament church also turned from God and 
went into darkness and apostasy (Is 60:2; Ju. 3; Rev. 2:5). Like Israel, the New Testament church forgot her “first love” 
(Rev. 2:4) and “fell away” from the truth (2 Thess. 2:3; 1 Tim. 4:1). Again in the 1920s, and still again in the late 1990s 
and in the opening years of this century the church departed from the faith. We see then that we stand by faith and must be 
ever watchful and diligent to “keep the faith” lest we fall (Ro. 11:19-21; Ju. 3, 24; 2 Pet. 1:10; Rev. 2:5). We must guard 
against murmuring and forgetting God’s promises on our journey to the Promised Land lest we become sidetracked and 
lose our reward. The “prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus” must be always before us. We must be diligent to 
“press toward the mark” (Phil. 3:14) and to “continue in the things [we’ve] learned” (2 Tim. 3:14), so that finally we may 
hear Him say “well done.”  
 

Scripture Study 
God desires to bless His people---2 Pt. 3:9, Ps. 37:4, Ex. 12:31 
His people must not forget His promises nor forget to press forward---Phil. 3:14; 2 Tim. 3:14; Josh. 21:43 
 
Conclusion 
We should bear in mind always where God has brought us from and remember to keep our eyes on the prize---the 
heavenly reward.  We are a people with a common faith, a common bond, and a common vision. We have been brought 
out of darkness into the marvelous light of Christ, but we must continue in His light and truth by faith. Let us then “give 
the more earnest heed to the things which we have heard, lest at any time we should let them slip” (Heb. 2:1; 1 Pt. 1:9-13).   
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Introduction  
Last week we looked at a time when the children of Israel took for granted the blessings of the Lord and became a 
forgetful people.  This week we will look at how God incorporated the family of Abraham into a “peculiar people” with a 
new identity.  God gave them something that no man could take away.  He gave them a new direction, a new purpose, and 
a new platform on which they could commune with Him. They were now His covenant people, His church. 
 

Key Verse 
“Now therefore if ye will obey my voice indeed, and keep my covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto me 
above all people: for all the earth is mine: And ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, and a holy nation. These are the 
words which thou shalt speak unto the children of Israel” (Ex. 19:5, 6). 
 

Lesson Summary 
Have you ever been driving down the road minding your own business and suddenly you see blue lights flashing in your 
rear view mirror? Just as suddenly you realize a sinking feeling in the pit of your stomach as you glance at your 
speedometer to see how fast you’re going.  What is the first thing the police officer will say to you? “Let me see your  
license and registration?”  Basically he wants to know who you are.  Then he will walk back to his vehicle and process the 
information to prove that you are who you say you are.  Your identification is very important. If it is stolen, it can wreak 
havoc on you financially, as well as ruin your name and cause you problems emotionally and socially. In the same way 
that our personal identification is crucial to our place in society, so it was with God’s church in the world. The children of 
Israel were at first not a people (Gen. 11:31), then by God’s grace became a family through Abraham (Gen.12:1) and 
finally were incorporated together by covenant at Mount Sinai to become God’s “special people,” His church.  God said 
they would be distinguished above all people (Ex 19:5). They became the “church in the wilderness” (Ac. 7:38), a people 
on a journey seeking for their promised inheritance---the “Promised Land”---a land flowing with milk and honey (a type 
of heaven and perfection). The key verse in today’s lesson shows that the children of Israel were incorporated together by 
covenant and established to be: 1) a “peculiar people” 2) a “kingdom of priests” 3) a “holy nation.” What a sense of joy as 
well as responsibility they must have felt. It is important to notice that their identity as God’s church was conditional 
based on their willingness to abide by the law of God (Ex 19:5). The promise they made at Sinai---“All that the Lord hath 
spoken, we will do (Ex 19:8)”---had to be kept. Just so, God’s church today is also identified by its obedience to Christ in 
“everything” (Eph. 5:24; Jn. 14:21; 17:6, 8; 1 Jn. 3:24; 2 Jn. 6). Note the parallel in 1 Peter 2:9 with Exodus 19:5-8. It is 
clear that the church in the New Testament is the same church that was in the Old Testament, though only a “remnant” of 
Jews believed in Christ as Lord and Savior, accepted the terms of the new covenant, and continued as part of the New 
Testament church. Study further: Mt. 5:17-48; 6; 7;  21:42-44; Ac. 15:15-17; Eph. 2:11-19; 3:6; 4:4-6; Ro. 9:25-29; 
10:11-17; 11:1-7, 14-23; 2 Cor. 3:6-18.        
 

Scripture Study 
God establishes His church by covenant (Ex 19:5, 6; Jer. 31:31-33) 
The church must abide by the terms of the covenant (Ex 19:8; Matt. 4:4; 5:17-48; 28:19; Jn. 17:6, 8) 
Only the true church can fulfill the Great Commission.  That’s why our identity must be sure in Christ (Mt 28:18-20) 
 

Conclusion 
The children of Israel went into Egypt as a family and came out a great multitude. After the Exodus (Ex. 19:1) they were 
incorporated under the old covenant and became a “holy nation”---God’s divine government in the earth (Ac. 7: 37-38). 
Then with the advent of Christ they were brought under the terms of the new covenant. The church is now identified 
altogether by the dynamic graces and teachings of Christ.   
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Introduction  
We have learned how God set apart the children of Israel to be His church. They were given this identity to ultimately 
bring salvation to the world through Jesus Christ. However, when Christ came the Jews as a whole rejected Him (Mt 
21:42, 43; Lu.19:14; Jn. 1:11). But God would still deliver on His promise. Christ restored and reestablished the church 
with a “remnant” of Jews and then opened the doors of the church to the Gentiles (Ac. 13:45-51; 15:7-17; Ro. 9:23-29).  
 

Key Verse 
And He goeth up into a mountain, and calleth unto him whom He would: and they came unto Him. And He ordained 
twelve, that they should be with Him, and that he might send them forth to preach, and to have power to heal sicknesses, 
and to cast out devils (Mk 3:13-15). 
 

Lesson Summary 
The church in Old Testament experienced many struggles and on several occasions failed the Lord. The people even 
rejected God as their King and Savior (1 Sa. 8:4-7; Jer. 3:6-11, 21). But the Lord was patient and forgiving and loved 
them back into fellowship with Him time and again (Jer. 3:12-15, 23; Is. 4:4-6; 43:3-14; 45:21): for He knew the time 
would come under the grace and power of the new covenant that believers would through the Holy Spirit be able to live 
faithfully and to keep His Word. God’s plan thus looked forward to the time when the church under grace would be 
transformed and empowered inwardly by the Holy Spirit (Joel 2:28, 29; Ac. 2:4, 16-18). His judgment under the terms of 
the New Testament is thus more stern and grave than under the terms of the Old Testament; for God has provided in 
Christ such an abundance of His grace and glory that transgression becomes more flagrant and inexcusable (Heb. 2:1-3; 
10:26-31; Ro.1:18-20). It is important to grasp that God’s indwelling grace through the Spirit is an empowerment that 
enables believers to live consistent with God’s Word, rather than a means to excuse disobedience. This is why the Old 
Testament church’s rejection of Christ met with such vehement judgment from the Lord (Mt 21:43, 44): for Jesus is God’s 
promised remedy to wash away sin and restore and reconcile fallen humanity (Is. 9:6, 7; 2 Cor. 5:18-20). There is no other 
way to be redeemed and sanctified except in Christ through the Spirit (1 Cor. 1:24, 30; 2 Thess. 2:13); and there is no 
other name under heaven by which men can be saved (Ac. 4:12). The church of the New Covenant now embodies the 
glorified Christ (1 Cor. 12:27; 2 Cor. 3:3) and is commissioned to proclaim the fullness of His Word.  This is the reason 
Jesus ordained the Twelve (Lu. 6:12-17), sanctified and baptized them with the Holy Spirit (Ac 1:8; 2:1-4), and 
commissioned them to go forth to proclaim the Gospel to all nations (Mt. 28:19, 20). We see then that Jesus was sent into 
the world to redeem fallen humanity, but also to establish His church---His bride---in the earth. His further promise is that 
the church will be perfected (Eph. 5:27; Rev. 19:7-9) and Christ and the Father will be glorified in the church (Mt. 5:16; 
Phil. 1:11; Jn. 15:4-9; 17:5, 20-23).  
  
Scripture Study 
The Old Testament church as a whole rejected Jesus Christ (Ps 35:19; 69:4; 118:22; Mt 21:42, 43; Jn. 1:11; 15:25). 
Jesus restored and reestablished His church with those that believed in Him (Mt 16:16, 18, 19; Mk 3:13; Ac. 2:41-44). 
Jesus commissioned the church to proclaim the “all things” message and make disciples of all nations (Mt 28:19).   
 

Conclusion 
Christ came into the world to restore and perfect the church, but He was categorically rejected by the Jews (Mt 21:43; Jn. 
1:11). Israel as a whole was at that point rejected by God (Mt 21:43; Ac. 13:45-46; Ro. 11:19-23) and Jesus reestablished 
the church beginning with the Twelve Apostles under the terms of the New Covenant. This was prophesied centuries 
before by the prophets (Ps. 72:16; Is 2:2-3; Jer. 31:31-33; Amos 9:11; et al.).  
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Introduction  
We’ve seen that the Jews in the New Testament as a whole rejected Christ (Jn. 1:11), and therefore Christ rejected them 
(Mt 21:43). Jesus thus restored His church with those who believed in Him, setting the church in order on Mount Hattin in 
Galilee about A.D. 28 according to the terms of the New Covenant (Mk 3:13-15; Lu. 6:12-17; Mt. 5-7; Jn. 17:6, 8, 14). 
But what was the very foundation and purpose for the newly established church, the restored “Israel of God” (Ga. 6:16)? 
This is the focus of our discussion today. 
 

Key Verses 
And I say also unto thee, that thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not 
prevail against it (Mt 16:18). 
 
Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. 
Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you, and lo, I am with you always even unto the end 
of the world (Mt 28:19-20) 
 

Lesson Summary 
Matthew 16:13-19 reveals the very pillar upon which Jesus declared He would build His church. It is in essence this: a 
divine revelation that Jesus Christ is the Son of the living God (vv. 16-18). Peter’s response---“Thou art the Christ, the 
Son of the living God”---to Jesus’ question is the revelation and testimony that every member of the church must have, in 
order for the church to be strong and fulfill its mission in the world. This is the very “rock” of the church---its unshakable 
and indestructible foundation! Christ then follows up in Matthew 28:19-20 by telling the disciples the purpose for the 
church. The “great commission” bears out three distinct points. First, Christ commands His church to teach all nations. 
The Gospel is for everyone---“red, yellow, black, and white are all precious in His sight.” The church is thus universal, 
open to born again believers in all nations. Jesus is Savior, Sanctifier, and Spirit-baptizer of all men everywhere! 
Secondly, the church is to teach all men to observe “all things whatsoever” that Christ commanded. This includes the 
message of the church. The church is God’s government for His people.  God’s plan is for all of His “sheep” to be united 
together in one body (Jn. 10:16; 11:49-52; 17:20-23; Eph. 1:10; 2:11-19; 4:11-16), and to “walk by the same rule” of faith 
(Phil. 3:16; Ro. 15:6). Thirdly, Christ reassured the church that He would remain with them always until His mission in 
the world is fulfilled (see also Heb. 13:5-6).  
 
 Scripture Study 
The church is built on the revelation of who Jesus is---“the Son of the living God” (Mt 16:18) 
The church is commissioned to teach the “all things” message to all nations (Mt 28:20) 
 

Conclusion 
The great commission that Jesus gave to the church anticipated the baptism of power on the day of Pentecost (Lu. 24:49; 
Jn. 15:26; 16:7-15; Acts 1:8; 2:1-4). This Spirit-baptism gives the church: 1) an unquenchable thirst for revival, 2) a zeal 
for the ministry of reconciliation, and3) the empowerment to resist and overcome all opposition in fulfilling its mission in 
the world. Spirit-baptism is the seal guaranteeing the church to be a matchless spiritual force in her pursuit of souls. The 
purpose of the church was laid before the original disciples, and so it is laid before us in this last day’s Zion. We are to 
build upon the foundation of the revelation of the Jesus Christ---“the Son of the living God”---and to reach out to 
evangelize and disciple all nations with the full Gospel---the “all things” message of Christ. 
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Introduction  
In the previous lessons this month we looked back through history and saw how God set apart a people for His name and 
to fulfill His purpose in the earth. We saw the role that Old Testament Israel played in bringing about the plan of salvation 
for the world. We saw also, however, that the Jews as a whole rejected Christ at His first coming and were consequently 
“cut off.” Christ thus reestablished His church with those who believed in Him, both Jews and Gentiles. We have seen 
also that Christ commissioned the church to evangelize the world, and to baptize and disciple believers; and He assured 
the church that she would be successful in her mission. In today’s lesson, we will look ahead to the glorious conclusion of 
the church---the “rapture” and “marriage supper of the Lamb.” 
 
Key Verses 
Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so 
shall we ever be with the Lord. Wherefore comfort one another with these words (1 Thess. 4:17, 18). 
 

Lesson Summary 
The rapture of the church is denied by a great many ministers and religious groups in Christian circles today.  
Nevertheless, the Scriptures are clear in regard to this blessed event, and we are encouraged to look forward to our being 
“caught up” in the “twinkling of an eye” to meet the Lord in the air (1 Cor. 15:52). The most explicit passage on the 
rapture is 1 Thess. 4:13-18. Paul describes the scene as the Lord appearing in bodily form from heaven in the air above the 
earth. He is coming with a shout, the voice of the archangel, and the sound of a trumpet. This will signal the “first 
resurrection” in which the “dead in Christ” of all ages are raised first and then they are immediately “caught up together” 
with the living saints in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. Once they meet the Lord in the air, the church and the saints 
of all ages are then transported to heaven to inhabit mansions in the Father’s house (Jn. 14:2-3). In 1 Corinthians 15:50-58 
the apostle Paul tells us further that at the “moment” of the rapture we shall be changed---glorified! Our corruptible bodies 
will become incorruptible. Mortality will be swallowed up in immortality. We will then have bodies suited for heaven. 
Death and sickness will be no more. “Death is swallowed up in victory!” Following the rapture, the saints will enjoy the 
“marriage supper of the Lamb”---the marriage between Christ and His bride having been consummated in the rapture. 
Thus says the apostle, “so shall we ever be with the Lord” (1 Thess. 4:17). The perfected church and saints of all ages 
(“dead in Christ”) will rejoice together in these blessed events (see Rev 19:7-9; Ps. 45:9-15; S. S. 6:8-10).   
 

Scripture Study 
The church and all saints will be “caught up” to meet Jesus in the air (1 Thess. 4:13-18) 
The saints will be glorified---receive their heavenly bodies---in the rapture (1Cor. 15:50-58) 
The marriage supper of the Lamb will then take place in heaven (Rev. 19:7-9) 
 

Conclusion 
The church is now qualifying herself for the rapture and to be worthy to attend the marriage supper (Eph 5:26, 27; Rev. 
19:7-9; 20:6; 22:14-19). These blessed events will be glorious times of rejoicing for those who have made themselves 
ready. Those who fail to prepare themselves and consequently miss the rapture will suffer persecution and tribulation 
upon the earth. The wrath of God will be poured out “without mixture” (Rev. 16:8-11, 14-20; 19:11-21). Even if some are 
saved during the tribulation period (an arguable point), they will have deprived themselves of the glory of the rapture and 
the blessings of the Marriage Supper, and rather have to suffer persecution and anguish under the reign of the beast and 
the wrath of God that will be poured out upon the world. The rapture then is our “blessed hope” (Mt 24:44-46; Titus. 2:13, 
14; 1 Pet.1:13-15). 

“The Blessed Hope” 

Faith-N-Focus  :  E-quip Your Faith 
            Adult Bible Study Curriculum          “Common Bonds” 

Zion Assembly Church of God  –  Sunday School Services  

April 29, 2012 Righteousness in Relationships Student Guide 


