
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lesson Outlines 

March 5 

Topic: Strength and Courage 

Texts: Jos. 1:5-7; 10:8-16, 22-25; Mt. 7:13-14; Pr. 4:1-27; 

1 Sa. 13:13-14; 16:7; 17:45-47; Ac. 13:22 

Key Verse: Jos. 1:7 

Main Point: We must be strong and courageous in the 

Lord and his Word in order to succeed in our spiritual 

conquest. 
 

March 12 
Topic: Arise, Shine 

Texts: Is. 60:1-5; 1 Pe. 2:9; Ep. 5:27; Mt. 28:18-20; Jn. 

10:14, 16, 27; Ep. 1:10; Jn. 17:6-8; Ac. 2:42; 2 Ti. 3:14; 

Ac. 4:17-20; 1 Jn. 1:1-3; Ep. 5:14 

Key Verse: Is. 60:1 

Main Point: As God’s church, we must wake up and take 

upon ourselves the awesome responsibilities of being his 

peculiar people. 

 

March 19 
Topic: The Priority of God’s Word 

Texts: Jos. 1:8-9; Mt. 28:20; 2 Ti. 1:7; Is. 41:10; De. 6:1-

12; Pr. 2:1-5; 1:7; 2:6; 9:10; Ps. 1:2; 119:9-16, 97; Jn. 

16:13; 1 Co. 2:13; Ja. 1:21-22, 25; Col. 1:21-23 

Key Verse: Jos. 1:8 

Main Point: Success in our spiritual conquest depends on 

the priority of God’s Word in the church. 

 

March 26 
Topic: Choosing Our Destination 

Texts: Jos. 23:11-16; 24:1-2, 14-25  

Key Verse: Jos. 24:15 

Main Point: Our continued success as Christians, and as 

God’s church, depends on our continually choosing Christ 

and obeying God’s Word above the world and its 

pleasures. 
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 In this month of Faith-N-Focus, we 

conclude our study of church growth principles.  

Although we often place emphasis on the 

numerical aspects of the church, such as 

attendance and finances, success in the church 

should never be based solely upon numbers.  

Nowhere in the Scriptures is quantity alone 

equated with success.  Instead, success means 

accomplishing God’s will for us and reaching his 

goal for the church, whether we see great 

numerical growth or not.  Of course, this does not 

mean that we are disinterested in numbers, for 

increases in attendance, members, and finances, 

are some of the practical ways we gauge our 

effectiveness.  Nevertheless, in the church, we 

should keep the priority where it belongs – on the 

Word of God.  As we faithfully proclaim and obey 

the truth, we will bear precious fruit, both 

spiritually and numerically. 

 In these final lessons, we want to focus on 

the Word of God.  Joshua was instructed to be 

strong in the Lord and courageous for the Word of 

God.  By keeping God’s Word his priority, he was 

assured success in the conquest of Canaan.  Today, 

we must continue to keep the priority of the Word 

in our lives.  Every generation must choose to 

build on the foundation of God’s Word.  Our 

continued success as Christians, and as God’s 

church, depends on our continually choosing 

Christ and obeying God’s Word above the world 

and its pleasures.  Indeed, we must choose to 

accept the responsibilities of being God’s church.  

In these last days, we must wake up and take upon 

ourselves the awesome responsibilities of being his 

peculiar people in this world. 

To receive your free monthly email subscription to Faith-N-Focus curriculum, please send your request to 
sundayschoolservices@zionassemblychurchofgod.com.  In addition to the Adult Bible Studies, you will 
also receive Faith-N-Focus for Teens and for Young Disciples.  For more information about Zion 
Assembly Church of God, please visit our website at www.zionassemblychurchofgod.com. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction 
Strength and courage are impressive.  In the Olympics, athletes accomplish almost unbelievable feats.  To achieve 

this, they prepare themselves through grueling physical exercises and disciplines that stretch their abilities.  When 

they perform for a few, brief moments, the world is actually watching months and even years of preparation unfold.  

Certainly, champions excel in physical exploits through strength and courage.  What kind of strength and courage is 

required in order for us to succeed in the spiritual conquest of the church? 

 

Key Verse 
“Only be thou strong and very courageous, that thou mayest observe to do according to all the law, which 

Moses my servant commanded thee: turn not from it to the right hand or to the left, that thou mayest prosper 

withersoever thou goest” (Jos. 1:7). 

 

Lesson Summary 
In Joshua 1:5-7, the Lord essentially told Joshua, “I will be with you and fight for you.  If you are going to be 

successful in this conquest, in taking possession of the Promised Land that I am giving to you, then you must be 

“strong and very courageous.”  At first glance, in verses five and six, one might think God was telling Joshua to have 

physical fortitude in the conquest; after all, they were going into battle to fight.  It might seem as if God was saying, 

“Joshua, you must be strong and courageous in battle.  You can take this land if you are willing to fight hard.”  

However, verse seven makes clear that the Lord had in mind another kind of strength – not an outer physical power, 

but an inward virtue.  To take possession and succeed in the conquest, Joshua needed inner, spiritual strength.  His 

victories were not the result of his army’s might and fighting capabilities, but rather of his faith in God’s mighty 

power (10:8-16, 22-25).  The children of Israel took possession because Joshua was a leader who remained strong in 

the Lord (v. 5) and courageous for the Word of God (v. 7), leading the people into the promises of God’s Word.  

God measured Joshua’s strength and courage, not on the basis of his performance in battle, but by his performance 

of the law of God.  If he failed to obey the law (God’s Word), then he surely would not be courageous in following 

the Lord’s leadership in the conquest of Canaan.  His success depended on his obedience.  Therefore, the Lord 

admonished Joshua, saying, “Turn not from it to the right hand or to the left” (v. 7).  Indeed, the Word of God is the 

narrow way that leads to eternal life (Mt. 7:13-14).  However, turning to the right or left hand expresses disregard for 

the Word, indifference to God’s commandments, thinking that we know best, and substituting our own will for 

God’s (Pr. 4:1-27).  Right and left represent not only departure, but extremism and instability, and divergent 

positions without Biblical foundation and support.  Anytime God’s people turn aside from the Word of God, they 

lose the standard and direction for their success in the conquest. 

   

Scripture Study 
Inner, spiritual strength – Jos. 1:5-7; 10:8-16, 22-25 

The right and left hand – Jos. 1:7; Mt. 7:13-14; Pr. 4:1-27 

 

Conclusion 
Today, in the face of religious pluralism (multiple ways to God and different views of truth) and moral relativism, 

obedience to God’s Word demonstrates great strength in one’s convictions, while compromising the truth evidences 

spiritual weakness.  As the spirit of antichrist withstands the church in these last days, obedience will require greater 

and greater courage.  To have success, we must remain strong and courageous to the finish. 

“Strength and Courage” 
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 Zion Assembly Church of God  –  Sunday School Services 
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Introduction 
Each day, we all need a reason to wake up, climb out of bed, get dressed, go to work, and be productive.  

Unfortunately, some people lack initiative.  They may rise and go to work, but they are anything but productive.  

Why?  They lack a sense of direction and meaning in their lives.  They do not see their own significance in the broad 

scheme of life.  The same can be said of the church.  To advance the church, we must see our significance in God’s 

eternal plan.  In the midst of a great falling away (2 Th. 2:3), Zion Assembly has set out to restore the church and 

fulfill its mission in these last days.  But in order to do this, we must restore the vision of God’s church among the 

people of God.  Where do we begin? 

 

Key Verse 
“Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee” (Is. 60:1). 

 

Lesson Summary 
Certainly, to restore the vision of the church, we must revive the purpose of the church among us.  What is the prophetic 

purpose of the church in the Scriptures?  In Isaiah 60:1-5, the prophet foretold of a restoration of the church when the “the 

glory of the Lord is risen upon thee” (v. 1).  In this passage, we see the church arising out of moral and spiritual darkness, 

shining with the light and glory of Christ (v. 2; 1 Pe. 2:9).  Isaiah’s prophecy anticipates a glorious church, fulfilling her 

mission among the nations (vv. 3-5; Ep. 5:27).  Therefore, this prophecy compels us to action.  In the face of moral 

corruption and spiritual deception, the predestined purpose of the church is to arise and shine.  From this passage, we see 

the mission and purpose of the church.  It essentially functions to bring revival and restoration among the nations.  First, 

the church serves to illuminate the nations with the Truth of Christ and his Word in the power of the Spirit (vv. 1-2; Mt. 

28:18-20).  Second, God’s church serves to rally and unify the children of God in the Truth of Christ and his Word, in the 

power of the Spirit (vv. 3-5; Jn. 10:14, 16, 27; Ep. 1:10).  We must align ourselves therefore with the responsibilities of 

the church as set forth in the Scriptures (Jn. 17:6-8; Ac. 2:42; 2 Ti. 3:14): for when the prophet declared “Arise, shine,” he 

not only prophesied the spiritual awakening of the church out of darkness, but also established her prophetic 

responsibilities.  We must “arise” in the truth of God’s Word and “shine” with the light of Christ, because this is the 

destiny of the church.  In other words, after the Holy Ghost reveals to us the prophetic purpose of the church in the 

Scriptures, we then have a choice to make – to accept or reject the responsibilities of being his church (Ac. 4:17-20; 1 Jn. 

1:1-3).  We either qualify or disqualify ourselves as God’s church, his Zion (Is. 60:14).  We cannot spiritually slumber and 

be his peculiar people.  Therefore, we must wake up and take upon ourselves the awesome responsibilities of being his 

church (Ep. 5:14).   

   

Scripture Study 
Reviving the purpose of the church – Is. 60:1-5; 1 Pe. 2:9; Ep. 5:27; Mt. 28:18-20; Jn. 10:14, 16, 27; Ep. 1:10 

Aligning ourselves to the responsibilities of the church – Jn. 17:6-8; Ac. 2:42; 2 Ti. 3:14; Ac. 4:17-20; 

1 Jn. 1:1-3; Ep. 5:14 

 

Conclusion 
What does building and growing the church actually require of us?  The apostle Paul declared, “For ye see your 

calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called” (1 Co. 

1:26).  Fulfilling our spiritual conquest does not depend on exceptional people, but common people with exceptional 

faith.  Success requires people who see the vision of the church in the Scriptures and run with it by faith (Hab. 2:2). 

“Arise, Shine” 
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 Zion Assembly Church of God  –  Sunday School Services 
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Introduction 
Distractions, distractions – the world is full of distractions!  Work, school, routine responsibilities, extracurricular 

activities, and, yes, even family can sidetrack us from what is eternally important.  The last days are described as the days 

of Noah, when “they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage,” and becoming oblivious to God (Mt. 

24:37-39).  We have been warned therefore not to fall into this trap of the enemy and become distracted from our spiritual 

conquest.  In order to succeed in our conquest, we must keep God’s Word our priority. 

 

Key Verse 
“This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou 

mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and 

then thou shalt have good success” (Jos. 1:8). 

 

Lesson Summary 
In Joshua 1:9, we have the promise of the Lord’s abiding presence as we fulfill the church’s spiritual conquest (Mt. 

28:20).  Joshua was instructed to “be strong and of a good courage.”  Actually these instructions were God’s 

commandment: “Have not I commanded thee” (v. 9)?  To this, the Lord added, “be not afraid, neither be thou dismayed.”  

Do not fear (2 Ti. 1:7).  How could God possibly expect Joshua to go up against the inhabitants of Canaan and not be 

afraid?  The Lord promised to go with him into the battle.  Who else would we want fighting alongside us?  In fact, the 

Lord promised to go with Joshua wherever he went.  Clearly, on the basis of this promise, God has commanded his people 

to fear not (Is. 41:10).  However, the promise of God’s blessing, favor, and success in the conquest depended on Joshua’s 

obedience to the Word of God (v. 8).  In other words, “Joshua, I promise to go with you and to fight for you, but you must 

listen to me and follow me.”  To help Joshua maintain the priority of God’s Word, the Lord gave him two directives.  

First, he should keep the law of God in his mouth.  He should speak the Word of God to himself and to others, lest they 

forget God in all they do (De. 6:1-12).  The Word of God teaches us “the fear of the Lord” (Pr. 2:1-5).  The fear of the 

Lord is the beginning of wisdom, for wisdom and knowledge come from God (Pr. 1:7; 2:6; 9:10).  Indeed, the Scriptures 

give wisdom and understanding to those who follow its teachings.  Keeping the Word on our tongues continually 

reinforces our allegiance to and dependency on God.  Second, the Lord instructed Joshua to meditate in his Word 

continually, “day and night” (Ps. 1:2; 119:97).  Reading the Bible is essential to spiritual growth.  Meditation however 

goes beyond a casual reading of the Scriptures; it surpasses surface thoughts about the Word of God.  Meditating in the 

Scriptures involves an in-depth study and reflection in the Word, whereby we take the Word to heart (Ps. 119:9-16). 

   

Scripture Study 
God’s abiding presence – Jos. 1:9; Mt. 28:20; 2 Ti. 1:7; Is. 41:10 

Speak the Word – Jos 1:8; De. 6:1-12; Pr. 2:1-5; 1:7; 2:6; 9:10 

Meditate in the Word – Jos. 1:8; Ps. 1:2; 119:9-16, 97 

 

Conclusion 
In the last days, “some shall depart from the faith” (1 Ti. 4:1), some “will not endure sound doctrine” (2 Ti. 4:3), but “they 

shall turn away their ears from the truth” (v. 4).  Therefore, in Zion Assembly, we must not be moved, but rather 

“continue in the faith” to the finish.  Our success in our spiritual conquest depends on the priority of God’s Word in the 

church (Col. 1:21-23; Ja. 1:25). 

 

“The Priority of God’s Word” 
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Introduction 
When making a trip, reaching the destination requires several factors.  First, we must choose where we are 

going – we must know our ultimate destination.  We cannot be confused over our choice.  Second, knowing 

how to reach our destination is essential.  Following directions and signs is strategic to getting there.  We must 

therefore choose the path that will reach our destination.  Finally, we must be committed to making the trip, 

start to finish.  Once we have determined the way, we must choose to continue on the right path until we reach 

our final destination.   

 

Key Verse 
“And if it seem evil unto you to serve the Lord, choose you this day whom ye will serve; whether the gods 

which your fathers served that were on the other side of the flood, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye 

dwell: but as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord” (Jos. 24:15). 

 

Lesson Summary 
In review, the book of Joshua communicates a powerful message, regarding the church’s spiritual conquest.  First, at 

the beginning, God gives Joshua specific directives for their conquest.  Contained in these directives are principles 

for success: 1) Answering the call of God, 2) Working for Christ, 3) Overcoming obstacles, 4) Uniting our efforts, 5) 

Receiving God’s increase, and 6) Obeying the Word of God.  Second, the book of Joshua tells the story of their 

successful conquest and the dividing of the land among the tribes of Israel.  Finally, the book concludes with the 

secret of continued success.  Having taken possession of the land and received their inheritance, Joshua gave a final 

challenge to the people.  After reminding them that their ancestors served false gods, Joshua admonished them to 

serve the Lord, who had given them the Promised Land (Jos. 24:1-2, 14).  Because he was dying and could no longer 

lead the people (23:14), the next generation had to make its own choice.  Choosing was unavoidably required of the 

people.  Joshua offered only three choices: 1) the gods of their ancestors, 2) the gods of the natives, or 3) the Lord 

God (24:15).  Although the people quickly professed the Lord as their God, Joshua caused them to contemplate their 

decision to follow the Lord (24:16-20).  Profession and commitment are not the same thing.  The Israelites were 

already called the people of God, but they needed to be committed to their choice (v. 23).  Continued success in the 

land of Canaan required the children of Israel to make God their only choice (23:11-16).  Therefore, before he died, 

“Joshua made a covenant with the people,” and they publicly witnessed their choice to follow the Lord and obey his 

voice (24:21-25). 

 

Scripture Study 
The necessity of choosing – Jos. 24:1-2, 14-15 

Commitment to one’s choice – 23:11-16; 24:16-25 

 

Conclusion 
Joshua gave them their options, but the people had to choose their destination.  Their success or failure 

depended on their own choice.  Indeed, life is full of important decisions and difficult choices.  No doubt, the 

greatest one we will ever make is whether or not to serve the Lord.  Of course, serving him is not a one-time 

choice, that is, we must choose the Lord again and again.  Serving him is a daily decision.  In fact, our 

continued success as Christians, and as God’s church, depends on our continually choosing Christ and obeying 

God’s Word above the world and its pleasures.  “Choose you this day whom you will serve” (Jos. 24:15). 

“Choosing Our Destination” 
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