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Epistles of Peter: The Second Epistle 
 

Monthly Summary 
 

 In his second epistle, the apostle Peter wrote to settle 
and confirm the saints in their faith in Christ.  This epistle is 
more pointed in its message and focus.  It seems that Peter has 
one central thought in mind: a falling away.  He wrote to 
encourage the saints in their victory over the world and 
challenged them to continue growing in the knowledge of the 
Lord.  Peter urged them to remain diligent in their relationship 
with Jesus.  He did not want them to become negligent after 
his death.  So he carefully reminded them of their great 
salvation and their responsibility to remain faithful to Christ to 
the finish.  In other words, we can be sure the Lord will do his 
part to save us if we will only do our part to remain faithful to 
him. 
 In calling the saints to diligence and remembrance (1:5, 
10, 12), Peter reflected on his personal experience with Jesus 
in the holy mount when the Lord was transfigured.  Peter was 
an eyewitness of Christ’s honor and glory received from the 
Father.  This was an awesome experience that Peter did not 
want to forget, and he wrote to remind the saints of what he 
heard that day: “This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased” (v. 17). 
 Nevertheless, Peter wrote to remind the saints of 
something greater than his personal experience on the holy 
mount with Jesus.  He wanted to emphasize the importance of 
the Holy Scriptures in the revelation of Jesus Christ.  Indeed, 
we all need to understand who Christ is from the Scriptures.  
In regard to the Bible, we need to see Jesus from cover to 
cover – only then will we truly be established in the faith.  We 
need the Holy Ghost to reveal Christ to us from the Holy 
Scriptures so that we may be fully established in the truth. 
 



July 2, 2017 
“Precious Faith” 

 

Main Point 
We are partakers of God’s nature by the Holy Ghost who has established 
us in the precious faith and promises of Christ. 
 

Introduction 

The Bible refers to faith in various ways.  For example, Jesus spoke of 
“great faith” (Mt. 8:10; 15:28) and of “little faith” (Mt. 8:26; 14:31; 
16:8).  But he also taught a tiny, mustard seed kind of faith producing 

huge results (Mt. 17:20).  In today’s lesson, we will consider “precious 
faith.” 
 

Key Verse 

“Simon Peter, a servant and an apostle of Jesus Christ, to them that have 
obtained like precious faith with us through the righteousness of God and 
our Saviour Jesus Christ” (2 Pe. 1:1). 
 

Lesson Summary 

When we talk about the meaning of “faith,” we also have “faithfulness” 
and “the faith” in view (see 1 Pe. 1:9, 21; 5:9, 12).  Faith is often defined 
as belief, whereas the faith includes the teachings of the Scriptures which 

we believe.  Furthermore, faithful refers to someone who is full of faith – 
committed and dedicated to what (or whom) he believes.  Being faithful 
is the proof of genuine faith; faithfulness means faith in action.  The 

apostle Peter wrote his first epistle to saints whose faith was being 
proven through enduring trials, suffering, and attacks of Satan (see 1 Pe. 

1:7; 2:20-21; 3:14, 17; 4:1, 12-14; 5:8-10).  In the opening of his second 
epistle, he wrote “to them that have obtained like precious faith with us” 
(2 Pe. 1:1).  Peter recognized that the saints had the same kind of faith as 

the apostles who had suffered many things for the name of Christ (Ac. 
5:40-41; 12:1-5; 9:15-16; 2 Co. 11:23-27; 2 Ti. 3:12).  Indeed, our faith 
in Christ becomes more and more precious to us as we persevere through 

trials and suffering for the sake of Christ (1 Pe. 1:7).  Faith is then 
dynamic rather than static.  It is developing and becoming over time.  

Our faith in God and all we believe concerning him become clearer, 
deeper, and more established as we continue in his righteousness and as 
we grow in his knowledge (2 Pe. 1:1-2).  In this way, our faith in Christ 

is being perfected even as we grow in the faith and are proven faithful to 
God (Ja. 1:3-4; 1 Pe. 1:7).  In writing about precious faith, Peter 
emphasized the knowledge of God and of Christ (2 Pe. 1:2-3).  Faith in 



Christ opens up to us a whole new world of understanding.  Our faith in 
Christ unlocks the knowledge of God (i.e. unlocks the faith).  Peter did 
not write about knowledge, like head-knowledge or human wisdom and 

understanding, but rather of knowledge from the perspective of divine 
revelation (consider Mt. 16:17).  Hence, Peter said, “According as his 
divine power hath given unto us” (2 Pe. 1:3).  His divine power is Holy 

Ghost power.  “But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is 
come upon you” (Ac. 1:8).  Through faith in Christ we receive his Spirit 
(“his divine power”); and by his Spirit we obtain the depths of the 

knowledge of God, experiencing conviction, justification and 
regeneration, sanctification, the Holy Ghost baptism, and the untold 

dimensions of God’s love (Ep. 3:17-20; 1 Co. 2:10-14; 2 Pe. 1:3-4).  As 
Peter explained, the Spirit has enabled us to experience life and godliness 
through personally knowing Jesus Christ by whom we know the glory 

and virtue of God (v. 3).  As Jesus taught, “Howbeit when he, the Spirit 
of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of 
himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will 

show you things to come.  He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of 
mine, and shall show it unto you” (Jn. 16:13-14).  Jesus said, “But when 

the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, even 
the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of 
me” (15:26).  Simply put, the Spirit is the one who reveals Jesus to us 

and takes us into the depths of God’s knowledge.  How does he do this?  
The Holy Spirit reveals unto us the “exceeding great and precious 
promises” of God’s Word (2 Pe. 1:4).  These precious promises revealed 

by his Spirit are the very foundation of our precious faith.  By these 
precious promises, we presently experience the nature of God (e.g. his 

love, mercy, life, holiness, joy, and peace), and we live in the expectation 
of his glory and power to come. 
 

Scripture Study 
Like Precious Faith – 2 Pe. 1:1-2; 1 Pe. 1:7; Ac. 5:40-41; 12:1-5; 9:15-

16; 2 Co. 11:23-27; 2 Ti. 3:12; Ja. 1:3-4 
Divine power – 2 Pe. 1:3-4; Ac. 1:8; Ep. 3:17-20; 1 Co. 2:10-14; Jn. 
16:13-14; 15:26 
 

Conclusion 
We are partakers of God’s nature by the Holy Ghost who has established 
us in the precious faith and promises of Christ.  Our faith today – the 

same faith as that of the apostles and saints in the New Testament – 
becomes more precious to us as we persevere through trials and remain 
faithful to Christ. 



July 9, 2017 
“Diligence” 

 
Main Point 

By growing in our relationship with God through diligently adding to our 
faith in Christ, we will secure our salvation and will never be lost. 

 
Introduction 
In the opening verses of Peter’s second epistle, the apostle established 

faith in Christ as the foundation of our relationship with God.  Faith in 
Christ is our spiritual baseline, and on this foundation our relationship 
with God is built.  Peter admonished the saints, saying, “Add to your 

faith.”  As we will see, adding requires diligence on our part.   
 

Key Verse 
“Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and 
election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall” (2 Pe. 1:10). 

 
Lesson Summary 
Peter said, “Add to your faith” (2 Pe. 1:5).  What is the implication of 

“adding” to anything?  There is something more to be attained in Christ 
(consider also Ph. 3:12).  Of course, faith in Christ and his atoning work 

on the cross is the beginning and foundation of our relationship with 
God.  Although faith permeates this relationship at every level, there is 
so much more to our relationship with God than faith alone.  Admittedly, 

we attain nothing in Christ without faith; and the fact that we do attain 
many spiritual blessings by faith is the confirmation that there is so much 
more to knowing God than faith alone.  Many people see faith as the 

apex and height of their spirituality, rather than the basis.  They profess 
bold faith in Christ, yet their relationship with God has gone no further 

than a public profession of faith.  James exposed this error.  He 
explained that works of righteousness will surely accompany genuine 
faith in Christ, confirming that real faith cannot stand alone (Ja. 2:20-24).  

Real faith in Christ will take us on a faith-journey of deepening 
relationship with God (e.g. Abraham, He. 11:8-19).  But this journey 
requires diligence on our part – it’s not an accident.  If we want a deeper 

relationship with God, then we must pursue it.  We have the 
responsibility to nurture and cultivate our relationship with God by 
adding to our faith.  Peter said, “Giving all diligence” (2 Pe. 1:5; see also 

v. 10).  So diligence is something we must do.  Why is our diligence 



needed?  Hebrews 11:6 says, “But without faith it is impossible to please 
him; for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a 
rewarder of them that diligently seek him.”  Coming to God requires our 

faith, but his reward requires our diligence.  Diligence is then essential to 
a growing relationship with God.  Through faith and diligence, Peter 
suggested untold depths of relationship with God, admonishing us to add 

the following Christ-like attributes to our faith: virtue, knowledge, 
temperance, patience, godliness, brother kindness, and charity (2 Pe. 1:5-
7).  Peter began with faith and ended with love.  Faith in Christ calls us 

to move forward in our relationship with God into the depths and heights 
of his great love.  Faith then is the beginning of our relationship with 

God, but perfect love is the ultimate goal (Ep. 3:19; Mt. 22:37-40).  By 
faith, we explore and experience the vast dimensions of God’s love (Ep. 
3:17-18).  The result of such diligence in our relationship with God is 

self-evident.  When all of these attributes are working abundantly in us, 
we lack nothing spiritually.  We have a faith that produces the fruit of 
Christ (i.e. the fruit of the Spirit, Ga. 5:22-23).  All of these attributes are 

the evidence of God’s abiding presence in our lives.  These attributes 
demonstrate his divine power working in us and his divine nature 

dwelling in us (2 Pe. 1:3-4).  On the other hand, when these attributes are 
missing in a Christian, this indicates backsliding.  The believer has lost 
his spiritual vision and direction.  He has forgotten all that God did for 

him (v. 9).  It has been said, “Those who do not learn from their past are 
bound to repeat it.”  If a man loses sight of where he came from – 
“forgetting that he was purged from his old sins” – he will surely resort 

to his old, sinful ways.  Peter’s point is clear.  We avoid backsliding by 
adding to our faith – growing in grace (3:18) – and by attaining all we 

can in our walk with God.  Adding to our faith requires diligence.  By 
diligence, we secure our relationship with the Lord (1:10).   
 

Scripture Study 
Add to your faith – 2 Pe. 1:5-7; Ph. 3:12; Ja. 2:20-24; He. 11:8-19 
Give diligence – 2 Pe. 1:5, 8-10; He. 11:6; Ep. 3:17-19; Mt. 22:37-40 

 
Conclusion 

Our relationship with God is two-sided:  He relates to us, but we also 
relate to him.  He has graciously saved us and called us to follow him.  In 
our relationship, we can be sure of God’s faithfulness.  Nevertheless, we 

bear the responsibility of establishing our calling and election in Christ 
through diligently adding to our faith.  Through such diligence on our 
part, we will secure our salvation and will never fall. 



July 16, 2017 
“Don’t Forget” 

 

Main Point 
By focusing on our relationship with Christ through studying the 
Scriptures, we keep our spiritual mind alert and thereby defend ourselves 

against spiritual lethargy and backsliding. 
 
Introduction 

In his second epistle, the apostle Peter had spiritual growth and 
formation in mind.  He wrote about “adding” to our faith, and he upheld 

a faith that cannot be shaken because it is so established (2 Pe. 1:5-10).  
As Peter explained, the key to spiritual victory is our diligence.  In 
today’s lesson, we will see that “remembrance” is an important part of 

being diligent unto the coming of the Lord. 
 
Key Verse 

“Yea, I think it meet, as long as I am in this tabernacle, to stir you up by 
putting you in remembrance” (2 Pe. 1:13). 

 
Lesson Summary 
Relationship with Christ calls us to advance and develop in it (Ph. 3:12).  

Until the Lord takes us home, we should never stop growing spiritually.  
Jesus told Peter, “Follow me” (Mt. 4:19; Jn. 21:19, 22).  To follow 
means moving forward after the pattern.  As a servant and an apostle of 

Christ, Peter likewise taught us to follow the Lord’s  example and 
footsteps (1 Pe. 2:21).  Following Christ is not fixed and stationary, but 

it’s a dynamic, growing, life-changing, and formative relationship.  As 
long as our spiritual motion is moving forward and upward in the love of 
Christ, we will do well spiritually.  We can be assured of a place in his 

everlasting kingdom (2 Pe. 1:10-11).  By following Jesus and pursuing 
him, we will arrive where he is seated – at the right hand of the Father 
(Col. 3:1-2; Jn. 14:3; 1 Th. 4:17).  Jesus said, “My sheep hear my voice, 

and I now them, and they follow me” (Jn. 10:27).  Nevertheless, Peter 
warned against backsliding or turning back (2 Pe. 2:20).  It is possible 

for someone to “forget that he was purged from his old sins” (1:9).  For 
this reason, Peter emphasized the need to remember the truth (vv. 12-15).  
Naturally speaking, many people suffer from various causes of memory 

loss: dementia, brain injury, stroke, emotional trauma, and so on.  They 
can no longer recall people, events, and experiences that have shaped 
their lives.  In many ways, the loss of memory inhibits their ability to 



function normally and to relate to others .  Fortunately, not all memory 
loss is permanent – it can be regained through therapy and medical 
treatment.  Moreover, the Lord is our healer (1 Pe. 2:24; Is. 53:5).  

Similarly, Peter’s teaching suggests that we can have “spiritual memory 
loss” through neglecting our discipleship (2 Pe. 1:5, 10).  Satan desires 
nothing more than to destroy the faith of a child of God (1 Pe. 5:8).  Sin 

is destructive and deceptive, but Satan promotes sin as a positive, self-
fulfilling experience (Ga. 6:7-8; Ge. 3:4-5).  The spirit of this world 
gives us no support and encouragement in the faith; it actually works to 

undermine and destroy our faith in Christ (1 Jn. 2:15-17; Ep. 2:2).  We 
must remain alert!  Remembering the truth is one of the primary ways 

we remain on guard against the enemy and the wicked influences of this 
world.  God wants us to remember our deliverance from sin and its 
bondage; but Satan wants us to forget it.  After God miraculously 

delivered the Hebrews from Egypt, they actually desired to return.  As 
soon as they escaped from Egyptian bondage – when the first trouble 
came along – the people immediately forgot the horror and misery of 

slavery, and longed to return to Egypt (Nu. 14:1-4).  Clearly, 
remembrance is essential to keeping the faith.  If we fail to discipline and 

consecrate ourselves in our relationship with Christ, we will eventually 
lose sight of the past from which God has delivered us, and also the 
future heavenly hope that awaits us (2 Pe. 1:9, 11).  Remembering where 

we came from and where we are going gives us our spiritual perspective.  
By keeping the truths of God’s Word in the forefront of our mind and 
heart, we maintain the righteous perspective needed for resisting the 

enemy (Ps. 119:11; 1 Pe. 5:9; 1 Ti. 4:13-16).   
 

Scripture Study 
Following Christ – Ph. 3:12; Mt. 4:19; Jn. 21:19, 22; 1 Pe. 2:21; 2 Pe. 
1:10-11; Col. 3:1-2; Jn. 14:3; 1 Th. 4:17; Jn. 10:27 

Remembering the truth – 2 Pe. 1:9, 12-15; 2:20; 1 Ti. 4:13-16 
Resisting the enemy – 1 Pe. 5:8-9; Ge. 3:4-5; Ep. 2:2; 1 Jn. 2:15-17; Ps. 
119:11 

 
Conclusion 

Peter understood his responsibility for stirring up the remembrance of the 
saints (2 Pe. 1:12-15).  This is an important part of leadership in the 
church.  As the leaders and ministers of the church keep the members 

focused on the truths of God’s Word, we can be confident of the 
church’s readiness for the Lord’s coming (Ep. 5:26-27). 
 



July 23, 2017 
“Eyewitnesses” 

 
Main Point 

Our faith in Jesus Christ is affirmed by the eyewitness accounts of the 
apostles whose testimony is recorded in the pages of the New Testament. 

 
Introduction 
The Lord had already shown Peter that soon he would die (2 Pe. 1:14).  

Formally, this epistle was Peter’s final address to the saints.  But even 
more, it was God’s final words to the church through Peter.  Peter’s 
desire (and the Lord’s) was to leave them with truth they would never 

forget.  The apostle wanted to establish the church in the faith long after 
he was gone.  In today’s lesson, Peter gave the church his eyewitness.   

 
Key Verse 
“For we have not followed cunningly devised fables, when we made 

known unto you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but 
were eyewitnesses of his majesty” (2 Pe. 1:16). 
 

Lesson Summary 
In every society, children grow up hearing tales about real people.  Some 

of the stories are true, but some are merely legends – fictional stories that 
embellish the characteristics of the person making him bigger than life.  
For example, Davy Crockett was a real person from East Tennessee who 

was a member of the U.S. House of Representatives.  He was dubbed 
“king of the wild frontier,” but the story of his life was stretched into 
mythical tales and was then popularized by books, plays, and movies.  

However, when Peter wrote his epistle, he was explaining that this is not 
the case concerning the life of Jesus Christ (2 Pe. 1:16): the apostolic 

leadership of the church did not follow after fables (i.e. myths, legends, 
made-up stories).  They did not preach the message of Christ based on 
fictitious stories being circulated in and around the church.  Peter was 

asserting that they did not suffer persecution and even martyrdom for a 
fable (Ac. 12:1-4; Jn. 21:18-19).  However, the apostle Paul said the last 
days would be a time of great deception, and he warned that people 

would actually turn from the truth to follow fables (2 Ti. 3:1, 13; 4:3-4).  
Like Paul, Peter also wrote to confirm the saints in the Truth, knowing 
that deception and deceivers were imminent after his death (2 Pe. 1:12, 

14; 2:1-2).  How did Peter know the validity of his claims concerning 



Jesus?  He was an eyewitness!  The apostles declared and wrote the 
things that they witnessed with their own eyes and heard with their own 
ears (2 Pe. 1:16-18; Mt. 17:1-9; Mk. 9:1-9; Lu. 9:27-36).  In 2 Peter 1:16, 

the word “eyewitnesses” has the idea of being up-close observers (i.e. 
people who can definitely confirm their claims firsthand).  The twelve 
apostles saw, heard, and touched Jesus physically (1 Jn. 1:1-4).  After 

Jesus’ resurrection, Thomas declared, “Except I shall see in his hands the 
print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust 
my hand into his side, I will not believe” (Jn. 20:25).  Being an 

eyewitness of Jesus’ ministry and resurrection was essential to the 
apostleship of the twelve disciples (Ac. 1:15-26).  As an actual 

eyewitness, Peter wrote to declare that Jesus was indeed the Christ, the 
Son of God (2 Pe. 1:17).  When Peter saw the glory of Jesus’ 
transfiguration, he was stunned with fear and spoke out of turn because 

he did not know what to say (Mk. 9:5-6).  In response to Peter’s mistake, 
the Father gave honor and glory to Jesus by a voice from heaven 
confirming that Jesus was indeed the Son of God (Mk. 9:7-8; 2 Pe. 1:17-

18).  An audible voice – the voice of God – was heard by Peter, which 
said, “This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased” (Mt. 17:5).  

In 2 Peter 1:18, the apostle said, “And this voice . . . we heard.”   Not 
only did Peter hear the voice, but also James and John were equally 
authoritative witnesses of this supernatural wonder (Mt. 17:1, 6).  Their 

collective eyewitness corroborated each other’s individual experience 
and testimony.  Each one saw; each one heard; and together they 
declared that Jesus is the Son of God. 

 
Scripture Study 

Jesus is not a fable – 2 Pe. 1:12, 14, 16; 2:1-2; Ac. 12:1-4; Jn. 21:18-19 
Peter’s eyewitness – 2 Pe. 1:16-18; Mt. 17:1-9; Mk. 9:1-9; Lu. 9:27-36; 
Ac. 1:15-26 

Jesus is the Son of God – 2 Pe. 1:17-18; Mk. 9:5-8; Mt. 17:1, 5-6 
 
Conclusion 

The transfiguration of Christ must have been an almost unbelievable 
experience, much like Peter’s miraculous escape from prison (Acts 12:5-

11).  We should note, however, that Peter’s revelation of the Christ was 
not based on the transfiguration, but rather was confirmed by it, for he 
had already declared that Jesus was the Christ, the Son of God prior to 

this experience (Mt. 16:15-16; Mk. 8:29; Lu. 9:20).  In next week’s 
lesson, we will consider the ultimate foundation and source of Peter’s 
divine revelation. 



July 30, 2017 
“A More Sure Word” 

Main Point 

Our understanding of Jesus Christ is based on the Holy Scriptures as 

revealed by the Holy Spirit who abides in us. 
 

Introduction 

Jesus promised that signs will follow believers (Mk. 16:17-18).  The Spirit 

works through believers, and he works, at times, in miraculous and powerful 

ways (Lu. 24:49; Ac. 1:8).  Nevertheless, we do not follow after signs – 

spiritual manifestations and supernatural wonders – but we follow the Word 
of God which these signs and wonders confirm (Mk. 16:20).  In today’s 

lesson, we will consider the Holy Scriptures and their primary importance to 

our faith in Jesus Christ.  
 

Key Verse 

“We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye 

take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, 

and the day star arise in your hearts” (2 Pe. 1:19). 
 

Lesson Summary 

The apostles knew Jesus firsthand: they walked with him, talked with him, 

heard his teachings, and saw his miracles.  Their personal experiences, like 

the transfiguration, confirmed that Jesus was indeed the Christ, the Son of 
God (2 Pe. 1:17-18; Mk. 9:2-7; 1 Jn. 1:1-4).  However, the multitudes to 

which they preached did not have this same firsthand experience of Jesus.  

Likewise, we today are not eyewitnesses of his earthly life and ministry.  

Therefore, our revelation of Jesus Christ must rest in something greater than 

our own personal experiences.  In fact, Peter was emphasizing this very 
point in his second epistle.  While personal experience is essential to our 

relationship with God, ultimately our faith must be rooted in something 

deeper than our own experiences.  In 2 Peter 1:19-21, the apostle explained 

two interconnected sources of divine revelation:  the Holy Scriptures and 
the Holy Spirit.  In Matthew 16:13-20, when Jesus asked, “Whom do men 

say that I the Son of man am,” Peter declared, “Thou art the Christ, the Son 

of the living God.”  He did not receive this understanding through man’s 

wisdom, but God revealed this truth to him by his Spirit (v. 17; 1 Co. 2:10-
14).  Peter understood that Jesus was the Christ by nothing less than a divine 

revelation.  This revelation of Jesus Christ is the very foundation of God’s 

church (3:11; Mt. 16:18; Ep. 2:19-22).  But what was the basis for Peter’s 

revelation?  He wrote: “We have also a more sure word of prophecy” (2 Pe. 

1:19).  Likewise, how do we know today that Jesus is the Christ?  He is the 
one who fulfills the prophecies of the Scriptures (v. 20; e.g. Mt. 1:22-23; 

2:4-6, 14-15, 17-18, 22-23; 4:12-16; 8:16-17; 12:14-21).  He fulfilled and 



will continue to fulfill the things which are written about him in the Old and 
New Testament Scriptures (Jn. 5:39; Mt. 24:35).  No doubt, Peter’s 

eyewitness of the transfiguration was itself an overwhelmingly powerful 

witness that Jesus was the Son of God.  Nevertheless, we are not building 

our faith on Peter’s wonderful experiences alone, but rather on the eternal 
Word of God and the authority of the Holy Scriptures.  Like the other 

apostles, Peter’s eyewitness experience of Jesus Christ only served to 

confirm the prophecy (i.e. the claims) of the Holy Scriptures.  His 

experience was like adding another layer of understanding to the revelation 
of Christ.  Peter therefore took his eyewitness to a deeper, more meaningful 

level – beyond the limits of his own spiritual experience – and interpreted 

his experience by the context of the written Word:  “We have also a more 

sure word of prophecy” (2 Pe. 1:19).  Thus, everything he saw and heard 

concerning Jesus Christ fulfilled and confirmed the things God had already 
spoken by the holy prophets (v. 21; Ac. 3:21; He. 1:1-2).  Today, every true 

believer experiences Jesus Christ in a personal way, but his individual 

experience must reconcile and agree with the Holy Scriptures.  Believers 

may have different kinds of spiritual experiences (e.g. spiritual gifts, 
dreams, visions, callings, and ministries) – and these should be encouraged 

– but regardless of personal experiences, the revelation of Jesus in God’s 

written Word is the ultimate confirmation that settles who he is.  We cannot 

make Jesus out to be who we desire or will him to be, but a divine 

understanding of Jesus Christ is based on the Holy Scriptures as revealed by 
the Holy Spirit abiding in us (Jn. 16:13-15; 17:17).  On this note, we then 

can see how the Spirit and Word must agree.  Peter explained that the 

Scriptures were inspired by the Holy Ghost, and not by man – “holy men of 

God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost” (2 Pe. 1:20-21; see also 
2 Ti. 3:15-16).  The Holy Spirit inspired the Scriptures; he is the one who 

spoke the Word to and through the prophets.  He then will not contradict the 

Word of God when he works in and through believers today (1 Jn. 5:7). 
 

Scripture Study 
The Word is revealed by the Spirit – Mt. 16:13-20; 1 Co. 2:10-14; Jn. 

16:13-15; 2 Pe. 1:21; 2 Ti. 3:16 

The Word is the foundation of our faith – 2 Pe. 1:19-20; 1 Co. 3:11; Ep. 

2:19-22; Jn. 5:39; Mt. 24:35; Ac. 3:21; He. 1:1-2; Jn. 17:17; 2 Ti. 3:15 
 

Conclusion 

Peter desired for the saints to have confidence in Jesus: that he is indeed the 

Christ, the Son of God.  He wanted the church to see Jesus Christ as the 

fulfillment of God’s historic plan of salvation.  Although we may not have a 
mountain top experience like Peter’s, our revelation of Christ is nevertheless 

founded upon the same Holy Scriptures and inspired by the same Holy 

Ghost. 


