
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lesson Outlines 
January 1 

Topic: United in Principle 

Texts: 1 Jn. 5:7; Jn. 10:30; 1 Co. 1:13; Jn. 17:11, 20-23; Ga. 

3:26-28; 1 Co. 12:12-13; Ep. 4:4-6 

Key Verse: 1 Co. 12:13 

Main Point: In order to have unity in the church, we must be 

convinced that our being united is God’s will and that Jesus 

Christ provides the basis for our unity. 

January 8 
Topic: United in Spirit 

Texts: Ac. 1:4, 8; 2:1-4; 4:31-33; Ep. 4:1-3; 1 Co. 12:25-26; 

13:4-8 

Key Verse: Ep. 4:3 

Main Point: Spiritual unity must be nurtured and cultivated 

among us in order to experience unity in the church. 

January 15 
Topic: United in Message 

Texts: Ep. 1:10; 4:13-15; Ge. 49:10; Jn. 10:16; 12:32; Am. 3:3; 

Jude 3-4, 18-19; 1 Ti. 1:3-6; 4:1, 7; 6:3-5; 2 Ti. 1:13; 2:23; 

3:14-15; 4:3-4 

Key Verse: Ep. 4:13  

Main Point: As we preach and proclaim one, united message in 

Christ, we also establish our unity in the Word and in the 

church. 

January 22 
Topic: United under Leadership 

Texts: He. 13:7; 1 Pe. 5:1-4; 1 Co. 4:16; 11:1; Ph. 3:17-19; 1 

Co. 1:10-13; Ro. 8:14; He. 12:2; Ep. 1:22; 4:15; 5:23; Col. 1:18; 

He. 13:17; Ja. 4:7; 1 Pe. 5:5; 2 Co. 11:28; 1 Ti. 3:1-13; Ph. 3:12 

Key Verse: He. 13:7 

Main Point: By submitting to our leadership, we keep the 

church united outwardly, which will help us to move forward in 

our spiritual conquest.   

January 29 
Topic: United for Battle 

Texts: Re. 12:9, 17; Ep. 6:12; 1 Jn. 4:20; Mt. 10:36; Ro. 12:5; 

Jn. 17:23; 13:34-35; Judg. 7:21-23; Mt. 12:25; Josh. 10:29, 31, 

34, 36, 38, 42-43; Ro. 8:31, 37-39; Is. 54:17 

Key Verse: Ep. 6:11 

Main Point: In our spiritual conquest, we need to identify our 

enemy and then unite our efforts against him. 
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 In this month of Faith-N-Focus, we 

consider the importance of unity in the church.  

When the Lord called Joshua to lead the people in 

the conquest of Canaan, he said, “Go over this 

Jordan, thou, and all this people” (Jos. 1:2).  They 

all were required to go and take possession of the 

land.  The conquest required a united effort by the 

people.  Likewise, a successful conquest in the 

mission of the church requires all of us to do our 

part in the work of the Lord. 

 In order to have unity in the church, we 

must be committed to unity and know that Christ 

provides the basis for our unity.  Therefore, unity 

is not experienced automatically; it must be 

nurtured and cultivated among us.  Indeed, we will 

not experience unity without maintaining loving 

relationships in the church.  Also, the unity of the 

faith is one of our fundamental beliefs in regard to 

being God’s church.  Therefore, as we love one 

another, and as we embrace and declare one 

message of Christ to the world, the church 

advances in unity. 

 Of course, practically speaking, unity can 

only work as we are united under leadership.  In 

the church, God has purposefully placed key 

leaders over us.  By submitting to our leadership, 

we keep the church united outwardly, which will 

help us to move forward in our spiritual conquest.  

Finally, the members of the church must be united 

for battle.  We need to identify our enemy and then 

unite our efforts against him.  Through unity in 

Zion Assembly, we will succeed in our spiritual 

conquest and fulfill God’s missionary purpose 

through the church in these last days. 

To receive your free monthly email subscription to Faith-N-Focus curriculum, please send your request to 
sundayschoolservices@zionassemblychurchofgod.com.  In addition to the Adult Bible Studies, you will 
also receive Faith-N-Focus for Teens and for Young Disciples.  For more information about Zion 
Assembly Church of God, please visit our website at www.zionassemblychurchofgod.com. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction 
An old proverb says, “Two heads are better than one.”  However, this only is true if they have unity.  As long as 

people are willing to work together, good success can be attained, for two people committed to one vision can 

accomplish more than one person.  But when they no longer have a sense of agreement, confusion and 

dysfunction are inevitable.  In order to experience ongoing unity in the church, we must be committed to the 

Biblical principle of unity for God’s people and understand the basis and necessity for our unity.   

 

Key Verse 
“For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or 

free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit” (1 Co. 12:13). 

 

Lesson Summary 
The rationale for our unity is found in the unity of the Godhead.  The Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost are one (1 

Jn. 5:7).  Jesus said, “I and my Father are one” (Jn. 10:30).  The unity of God himself makes our unity in Christ 

necessary and attainable.  If God and Christ is somehow divided, then our unity with one another is of no 

consequence (1 Co. 1:13).  Nevertheless, Jesus prayed for the unity of all believers on the basis of his oneness with 

the Father.  His oneness with the Father gives impetus and purpose for our oneness in him.  With the great 

commission in mind, Jesus prayed for our oneness, actually making our unity a divine mandate (Jn. 17:20-23).  

Thus, if we take the mission of the church seriously, then we must also see the necessity for our unity in Christ (Ga. 

3:26-28).  The apostle Paul emphasized the principle of oneness for all believers, explaining how that by the Spirit 

we are brought into one body in Christ (1 Co. 12:12-13).  In Christ, we all are “made to drink into one Spirit” (v. 13).  

Thus, every true believer has the capacity to follow Christ into the unity for which he prayed.  Of course, the work of 

the Spirit establishes the principle of unity and serves as the dynamic agent for it.  In practice, believers must submit 

to the work of the Spirit and conform to the will of God in order to experience the unity for which Christ prayed.  

Again, we see the principle of unity for God’s church in Paul’s letter to the Ephesians, where he explained, “There is 

one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one 

God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all” (Ep. 4:4-6).  This teaching of unity requires 

that we seek to be one in Christ.  If disagreement develops within the church, either individually or corporately, we 

should be troubled and grieved, realizing we are falling short of God’s will for us.  Keeping this focus stresses the 

necessity for reconciling relationships and resolving differences among brethren. 

   

Scripture Study 
The unity of God – 1 Jn. 5:7; Jn. 10:30; 1 Co. 1:13 

Jesus’ prayer for unity – Jn. 17:20-23; Ga. 3:26-28 

Oneness for the church – 1 Co. 12:12-13; Ep. 4:4-6 

 

Conclusion 
In order to have unity in the church, we must be fully convinced and persuaded that our being united is God’s 

will and that Jesus Christ provides the basis for our unity.  His unity with the Father and the Holy Ghost, and his 

intercession for our unity, form the basis for our unity with one another in Christ.  Because Jesus shed the same 

blood for us all, let us follow after unity in Christ. 

 

“United in Principle” 

Faith-N-Focus :  E-quip Your Faith 
              Adult Bible Studies        “Unity in the Church” 
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Introduction 
What are the basic ingredients of a cake?  Of course, a cake has many necessary ingredients, such as, eggs, sugar, and 

milk; but the one ingredient that sets it apart as an actual cake is “flour.”  Some ingredients can be substituted or even 

omitted in the mixing process and still make a cake of sorts, but a cake without flour simply falls short of being a true 

cake.  Certainly, we would not want to eat it.  In regard to unity, what is the single, most essential ingredient?  

 

Key Verse 
“Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace” (Ep. 4:3). 

 

Lesson Summary 
Just because people worship on the same pew and even subscribe to a uniform doctrine does not mean they possess true 

unity.  Merely being members of the church does not equate to true unity within the fellowship of the church.  Moreover, 

professing Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior does not guarantee our unity in the church.  Believers can maintain an external 

form of unity yet fail to embrace and experience the unity that the apostles proclaimed (Ep. 4:12-16; 2 Ti. 3:5), and for 

which Christ prayed (Jn. 17:22).  Real unity begins on the basis of spiritual unity, being united in the Spirit and by the 

Spirit.  In other words, the Holy Ghost unites us together in Christ.  He is the spiritual glue that holds us in fellowship with 

Christ and in fellowship with one another in Christ.  As members of the church, not only do we embrace a shared doctrine 

(Note: see next week’s lesson), but the veracity and dynamic of our fellowship is established by the Spirit indwelling 

every believer in the church in fullness and power (Note: see last week’s lesson).  Before his ascension, Jesus instructed 

his disciples to “wait for the promise of the Father” (Ac. 1:4).  In Acts 2:1-4, the outpouring of the Holy Ghost was the 

promise that established the spiritual unity of the church at the onset of her mission.  In this passage, we note the 

following phrases: “they were all with one accord in one place” (v. 1); “and it filled all the house were they were sitting” 

(v. 2); “and it sat upon each of them” (v. 3); and “they were all filled with the Holy Ghost” (v. 4).  The initial impact of 

this outpouring was that they “began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance” and they spoke “the 

wonderful works of God” (vv. 4, 11).  The Holy Ghost moved the members of the church in the same direction with the 

same purpose – toward the goal which Christ gave them (1:8; 4:31-33).  When the Holy Ghost manifests his will and 

power through the members of the church in this way, they flow together in submission to the will of God.  The 

experience of Holy Ghost power in the church sets the tone and pace for our unity.  If we fall short of experiencing true 

unity in the church, this signals a shortage of real Holy Ghost power, for he unites us in the truth, that is, in Jesus Christ, 

the Word of God (Jn. 15:26; 16:13-14).  Therefore, nurturing the unity of the Spirit among us is essential to experiencing 

spiritual unity in the fellowship of the church (Ep. 4:1-3).  Of course, the foundation of this spiritual unity is to love one 

another (v. 2; 1 Co. 13:4-8).  The Holy Ghost is the Spirit of love, for God is love (Ro. 5:5; 1 Jn. 4:8).  Where his fervent 

love is missing, discord and division are inevitable.  However, spiritual unity is encouraged and realized when divine love 

is expressed through mutual care among the members of the church (1 Co. 12:25-26).  Such unity brings peace to the 

house of God. 

   

Scripture Study 
Spiritual unity – Ac. 1:4, 8; 2:1-4; 4:31-33 

Love and unity – Ep. 4:1-3; 1 Co. 12:25-26; 13:4-8 

 

Conclusion 
Unity in the church is not automatic.  It must be pursued, preserved, and protected among us.  The enemy likes nothing 

better than sewing discord and division in the house of God.  But through the indwelling fervent love of the Spirit, we can 

work together in peace and harmony. 

“United in Spirit” 

Faith-N-Focus  :  E-quip Your Faith 
                Adult Bible Studies        “Unity in the Church” 
 Zion Assembly Church of God  –  Sunday School Services 

Writer: Todd D. McDonald 
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Introduction 
What happens when a child asks his mommy for a piece of candy and she says, “No, it will ruin your dinner,” but his 

father says, “Yes, you can have a treat?”  Each parent sends a different message to the child.  What problem does 

their disagreement create for him?  Should he have or not have a piece of candy?  When a mom and dad disagree, 

even concerning lesser matters, this eventually causes confusion and breaks down parental authority in the home.  In 

the same way, if members of the church fail to find agreement in the Word of God, it undermines the witness and 

authority of the church in the world. 

 

Key Verse 
“Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the 

measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ” (Ep. 4:13). 

 

Lesson Summary 
One of the goals of the church is the unity of the faith – all believers coming together into the fullness of Christ and 

his Word (Ep. 4:13; 1:10).  Certainly, Jesus Christ constitutes our unity (Ge. 49:10; Jn. 10:16; 12:32).  But Christ is 

much more than a name and a motto.  He is more than the rallying point and joint interest of believers.  Indeed, he is 

the eternal Word revealed to us more fully in the written Word of God, the Holy Scriptures.  Thus, knowing Jesus 

Christ is inseparably connected to knowing the Bible, the infallible, inerrant Word of God.  As such, our unity in the 

Scriptures is imperative to our unity in the church.  In Ephesians 4:13-15, the apostle Paul explained the unity of the 

faith in terms of: our knowledge of Christ (v. 13), the sound doctrine we embrace (v. 14), and the truth we speak (v. 

15).  Through our agreement to walk together in the knowledge, doctrine, and truth of God’s Word, our unity is 

established in the church (Am. 3:3).  Zion Assembly believes in one Word of God.  We follow only one Jesus and 

embrace only one Truth for all of God’s people.  As we preach and proclaim one, united message in Christ, we also 

establish our unity in the Word and the unity of the church.  As faithful saints, we should guard against division.  

Divisions will creep into the church anytime members turn away from the faith and begin to propagate their own 

beliefs, ideas, and agendas within the church (Jude 3-4, 18-19).  The church, as with any other government, 

necessarily has a system of order.  Indeed, the church especially has a God-given order.  However, instead of 

working within the system of government which God has established for his people, a divisive spirit, openly and 

secretly, refuses to cooperate with the government of the church and conform to its established doctrine and practices 

(Jude 8; 2 Pe. 2:10).  Sometimes, rather than leaving the fellowship of the church, people under the influence of this 

spirit subtly remain within the church as a disruptive voice.  Sadly, if members seek to undermine the Biblical 

teachings and established doctrines and practices of the church, such confusion will lead to open discord and, no 

doubt, broken fellowship in the body of Christ (1 Ti. 1:3-6; 4:1, 7; 6:3-5; 2 Ti. 1:13; 2:23; 3:14-15; 4:3-4). 

   

Scripture Study 
One Message – Ep. 1:10; 4:13-15; Ge. 49:10; Jn. 10:16; 12:32; Am. 3:3 

Division – Jude 3-4, 18-19; 1 Ti. 1:3-6; 4:1, 7; 6:3-5; 2 Ti. 1:13; 2:23; 3:14-15; 4:3-4 

 

Conclusion 
The members of Zion Assembly have committed themselves “to walk together as one body in the light of the 

gospel” (Abstract of Faith, p. 1).  The unity of the faith is one of our fundamental beliefs in regard to being God’s 

church.  As we embrace and declare one message of Christ to the world, the church advances in unity. 

“United in Message” 

Faith-N-Focus  :  E-quip Your Faith 
               Adult Bible Studies        “Unity in the Church” 
 Zion Assembly Church of God  –  Sunday School Services 

Writer: Todd D. McDonald 

January 15, 2017 Church Growth Principles Student Guide 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction 
Children love to play games.  They actually learn through play.  Amazingly, some of those “childish” games contain 

profound truths.  For example, “Follow the Leader” requires all of the children to mimic the movements and actions 

of the first child, the leader.  If he runs and jumps, then each child successively runs and jumps behind him.  

Children have fun playing this game: they love to do what their leader does.  However, as adults, people often 

neglect this pattern and the invaluable lesson of following leadership.  In today’s lesson, we will see the importance 

of being united under leadership in the church. 

 

Key Verse 
“Remember them which have the rule over you, who have spoken unto you the word of God: whose faith follow, 

considering the end of their conversation” (He. 13:7). 

 

Lesson Summary 
God has placed gifted leaders in the church to govern and to have the oversight of his people (He. 13:7).  They have the 

responsibility to lead us by their example (1 Pe. 5:1-4).  However, we should remember that we are not following mere 

flesh and blood, but rather spiritual leadership, that of Jesus Christ, the Son of God (1 Co. 1:10-13; Ro. 8:14).  For this 

reason, we should follow leaders whose lives demonstrate and proclaim Christ’s moral virtues and principles (1 Co. 4:16; 

11:1; Ph. 3:17-19).  Nevertheless, while we should honor and respect church leaders, we should guard against excessive 

emphasis on the undershepherds of the church, particularly at the expense of “Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher 

of our faith” (He. 12:2; see also Ep. 1:22; 4:15; 5:23; Col. 1:18).  Often, one’s inability to follow church leaders is not the 

result of moral failure or false doctrine on their part, but rather a matter of one’s personal expectations and misgivings 

regarding leadership.  Certainly, following church leaders not only requires a spiritual and capable leadership, but also a 

spiritual and submissive membership (He. 13:17; Ja. 4:7; 1 Pe. 5:5).  Church leaders bear a tremendous load because they 

carry the weight of responsibility for the care of the churches and God’s people (2 Co. 11:28; 1 Ti. 3:5; He. 13:17).  

Though we have high expectations of church leadership (1 Ti. 3:1-13), for leaders are pacesetters for the entire church, we 

should not expect of them infallibility – for only Jesus is infallible.  As the apostle Paul taught, bishops must be 

“blameless” (v. 2).  But this requirement does not equate to infallibility, nor does it justify undue criticism.  Even Jesus, 

our standard of moral and spiritual perfection, was unjustly criticized.  In all honesty, at times, human leadership will 

actually fail to live up to individual expectations.  They will even fall short of attaining to the spiritual perfections of 

Christ, or at least, from one’s point of view.  Thus, as we follow human instruments being yet perfected and completed by 

the Word and Spirit (Ph. 3:12), let us keep our focus continually on Jesus Christ, the head of the church, and his 

perfections, as well as the goal of perfect unity for all believers (Jn. 17:23). 

   

Scripture Study 
Following godly leadership – He. 13:7; 1 Pe. 5:1-4; 1 Co. 4:16; 11:1; Ph. 3:17-19 

Following Christ’s leadership – 1 Co. 1:10-13; Ro. 8:14; He. 12:2; Ep. 1:22; 4:15; 5:23; Col. 1:18 

Submitting to church leadership – He. 13:17; Ja. 4:7; 1 Pe. 5:5; 2 Co. 11:28; 1 Ti. 3:1-13; Ph. 3:12 

 

Conclusion 
By submitting to our leadership, we will keep the church united outwardly, which will help us to move forward in 

our spiritual conquest.  When we work together as one, following the faith of our leaders, we will experience greater 

success in our mission and greater growth in the church.   

 

“United under Leadership” 

Faith-N-Focus :  E-quip Your Faith 
               Adult Bible Studies         “Unity in the Church” 
 Zion Assembly Church of God  –  Sunday School Services 

Writer: Todd D. McDonald 
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Introduction 
When soldiers go into battle, they need to recognize their enemy.  Each soldier on the battlefield must be able to 

identify his opponent, if he is to overcome his enemy and emerge victorious.  In a war, a certain number of 

casualties may result from “friendly fire” – soldiers accidentally wounding their fellow soldiers because they 

mistake friends for foes.  In our spiritual conquest, we need to distinguish our enemy and then unite our efforts 

against him. 

 

Key Verse 
“Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil” (Ep. 6:11). 

 

Lesson Summary 
Satan is the archenemy of Christ and his church (Re. 12:9, 17; Ge. 3:1; Ep. 6:11).  Our enemy is not flesh and blood, 

but principalities and powers of darkness.  As saints of God, our fight is never with one another.  “For we wrestle not 

against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, 

against spiritual wickedness in high places” (Ep. 6:12).  Turning a fellow brother or sister into one’s enemy is a trick 

of the devil and a mockery of God’s love (1 Jn. 4:20).  As Jesus taught, we should expect opposition from sinners, 

even within our own families, but we should never look at one another as enemies within the fellowship of the 

church (Mt. 10:36).  Indeed, the opposition of the world should move us closer together.  Even though our natural 

brothers and sisters may turn against us, brothers and sisters in the Lord should always support and uphold one 

another in the faith.  As “members one of another,” we are allies in the fight against the devil (Ro. 12:5).  If Satan 

can incite members of the church to internal conflict one with another, then he has succeeded in overturning our 

mission and purpose (Jn. 17:23; 13:34-35).  Internal conflict is the precursor to spiritual death and destruction, 

individually or corporately.  A confused foe is defenseless against attack.  When Gideon led his three hundred 

soldiers into battle against the Midianites, “all the host ran, and cried, and fled” before them (Judg. 7:21).  What 

happened?  “And the three hundred blew the trumpets, and the Lord set every man’s sword against his fellow, 

even throughout all the host: and the host fled . . . And the men of Israel gathered themselves together . . . and 

pursued after the Midianites” (Judg. 7:22-23).  When God sent confusion among their enemies and they began 

fighting among themselves, victory for Israel was certain.  A confused army cannot win.  Therefore, as saints of 

God, we must remain united in the battle against evil.  God’s church will be triumphant, but only if we prevent Satan 

from sewing discord and division among us, for our victory in the conquest depends on our unity.  We must be 

united for battle.  Jesus explained that a house divided cannot stand (Mt. 12:25).  On the other hand, when the church 

is united for battle against the powers of darkness, she is unstoppable in her advance (Josh. 10:29, 31, 34, 36, 38, 42-

43 — “all Israel with him”). 

   

Scripture Study 
Knowing the enemy – Re. 12:9, 17; Ep. 6:11-12; 1 Jn. 4:20; Mt. 10:36; Ro. 12:5 

Uniting against the enemy – Jn. 17:23; 13:34-35; Judg. 7:21-23; Mt. 12:25; Josh. 10:29, 31, 34, 36, 38, 42-43 

 

Conclusion 
“If God be for us, who can be against us” (Ro. 8:31)?  Although much opposition comes against us, nothing the 

enemy devises can defeat us (Is. 54:17).  As we recognize the enemy and stand united in God’s love and truth 

against him, the church has the promise of victory in Jesus (Ro. 8:37-39). 

“United for Battle” 

Faith-N-Focus  :  E-quip Your Faith 
               Adult Bible Studies        “Unity in the Church” 
 Zion Assembly Church of God  –  Sunday School Services 

Writer: Todd D. McDonald 
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