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Epistles of Peter: The Second Epistle 

Monthly Summary 
 

 The content of Peter’s second epistle speaks to the 

church today in many ways.  He was not exaggerating when 

he warned the saints of coming deception in the last days.  

Peter’s writing helps us to understand the unprecedented 

increase in false doctrine and religious charlatans permeating 

the world today. 

 He also exposes the fallacy of false teachers (self-

proclaimed prophets) who seem to prosper in their efforts.  

The masses often follow their “damnable heresies,” oblivious 

to the consequences of believing a lie.  Amazingly, multitudes 

pour in financial support for people and projects, though they 

know little about them.  The faithful who see the error in all of 

this are somewhat bewildered.  Even some sinners know 

better.  Nevertheless, for the moment, these imposters prosper.  

“Now as Jannes and Jambres withstood Moses, so do these 

also resist the truth: men of corrupt minds, reprobate 

concerning the faith.  But they shall proceed no further: for 

their folly shall be manifest unto all men, as theirs also was” 

(2 Ti. 3:8-9).  Ultimately, God will surely judge them.  

 But until Christ comes, the church must contend for the 

faith.  From time to time, the faithful must confront “false 

brethren” who infiltrate the fellowship of the church.  These 

are men and women who initially comply with the authority of 

the church but eventually resist its doctrine and leadership. 

 Indeed, we are living in “perilous times” (2 Ti. 3:1).  

Many will be swept away by the swift currents of deception, 

but the faithful can remain steadfast by holding to the truth of 

God’s Word and Spirit.  Although deception and deceivers 

will continue to persist, God’s church will persevere in the 

truth to the finish, and his faithful will experience final 

salvation at Christ’s coming (Mt. 24:11-13; 1 Th. 5:8-9). 



August 6, 2017 

“Deception” 
Main Point 

The church must diligently contend for the faith, guarding against false 

teachers and false doctrine in the last days. 
 

Introduction 

In his second epistle, Peter closed the first chapter emphasizing the 

certainty of God’s Word – “We have also a more sure word of prophecy” 

(v. 19).  He then warned against false teachers and deception in the last 

days – “But there were false prophets also among the people, even as 

there shall be false teachers among you” (2:1).  In today’s lesson, we will 

consider Peter’s warning and look at the nature of deception. 
 

Key Verse 

“And many shall follow their pernicious ways; by reason of whom the 

way of truth shall be evil spoken of” (2 Pe. 2:2). 
 

Lesson Summary 

False prophets have always been a threat to the unity and vision of the 

church.  When the Holy Ghost was inspiring “holy men of God” to 

declare the Word of the Lord, false prophets were also speaking and 

bringing confusion to the people of God and leading souls astray (e.g. 

Jer. 28:1-17).  Likewise, as we seek to declare the truth and fulfill the 

mission of the church, we will be faced with false teachers and false 

doctrines in these last days (Mt. 24:4-5, 11-14).  False teachers are 

deceptive, working secretly (“privily”) – whether knowingly or 

unknowingly – to undermine the truth.  They do not hold up banners 

declaring themselves to be false, but present themselves as “angels of 

light” and “ministers of righteousness (2 Co. 11:13-15).  They cunningly 

“bring in damnable heresies” without reproof.  Such deceivers disguise 

their agenda and steadily gain momentum over time until they have 

enough influence within the church to change the doctrine of Christ.  

However, Jesus Christ, the person, cannot be separated from his doctrine.  

Corrupting his doctrine distorts him.  To reject his teachings is ultimately 

to reject and deny him.  As Peter explained, the end result to all of this is 

destruction (2 Pe. 2:1).  By teaching false doctrine, the deceivers bring 

God’s judgment on their own heads.  Moreover, they lead others into the 

same judgment, for “many shall follow their pernicious ways” (v. 2).  

We should note in verse one that “damnable” and “destruction” come 

from the same Greek word, “apoleia.”  This stresses the point that right 

doctrine (i.e. the truth) is crucial to the salvation of souls; whereas 



“damnable heresies” ultimately produce the destruction of souls.  

Therefore, the church with its dedicated ministers must contend for the 

faith, teaching the truth consistently and diligently (1 Ti. 4:16; 2 Ti. 4:2; 

Jude 3).  Likewise, we must all be discerning hearers.  An important 

aspect of discerning the truth is “considering the end of their 

conversation” (He. 13:7; Pr. 14:12; 16:25).  Clearly, we need to know the 

lifestyle of those who preach and teach among us (Mt. 7:15-20).  The 

right message will produce righteousness and holiness in the messenger, 

whereas false teachers and deceivers leave a trail of destruction behind 

them.  They are a reproach to the truth.  Because of them, people speak 

against the truth (2 Pe. 2:2).  Think about it.  When a well-known 

preacher is involved in a scandal, it gives preachers, in general, a bad 

reputation; and when a church leader fails the Lord, it clouds trust in 

leadership.  Peter further specified the evil motivation behind many false 

teachers – “Any through covetousness shall they with feigned words 

make merchandise of you” (v. 3).  In other words, the false teachers craft 

their message in order to get money; they manipulate people and market 

the gospel for personal gain.  The apostle Paul taught that such greed (i.e. 

covetousness, “the love of money”) leads to destruction (1 Ti. 6:5-11; 2 

Pe. 2:15-16; Jude 11).  Sometimes, people do wrong and seem to get by 

with it.  But Peter asserted that their judgment is certain and imminent.  

He declared God’s judgment against false teachers and deceivers by 

citing examples of God’s judgment against sin and rebellion: 1) the 

fallen angels, 2) Noah and the great flood, and 3) Sodom and Gomorrah.  

Just as God judged sin and rebellion in the past, he will continue to judge 

those who rebel against Christ and his doctrine. 
 

Scripture Study 

False teachers and false doctrine – 2 Pe. 2:1; Jer. 28:1-17; Mt. 24:4-5, 

11-14; 2 Co. 11:13-15 

Dealing with deception – 2 Pe. 2:2; 1 Ti. 4:16; 2 Ti. 4:2; Jude 3; He. 

13:7; Pr. 14:12; 16:25; Mt. 7:15-20 

Motivated by greed – 2 Pe. 2:3, 15-16; 1 Ti. 6:5-11; Jude 11 
 

Conclusion 

What do we learn from Peter’s warning?  Readily accepting any message 

without first critiquing its content is unwise (Mk. 13:5).  We should 

remain on guard against deceivers and be a discerning hearer.  To avoid 

deception and its destruction, we must know the truth for ourselves by 

the Word and Spirit (2 Ti. 2:15; Jn. 16:13). 

 



August 13, 2017 

“God’s Judgment” 
 

Main Point 

False teachers may seem to succeed in their deceptive ways, but they are 

already reserved for God’s judgment and punishment, except they 

repent. 

 

Introduction 

An alluring side to deception is the way false teachers often seem to 

prosper as they propagate their doctrines.  Rather than sacrificing for the 

gospel, they often become wealthy and affluent by it.  So there is an aura 

of apparent blessing that hangs over them, suggesting that those who 

follow their ways will also prosper (2 Pe. 2:2).  But the apostle Peter 

declared God’s coming judgment against false teachers and against those 

who follow them (v. 3). 

 

Key Verse 

“The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptations, and to 

reserve the unjust unto the day of judgment to be punished” (2 Pe. 2:9). 

 

Lesson Summary 

Peter gave three examples of God’s judgment against sin and rebellion in 

order to establish God’s certain judgment against false teachers and those 

who follow them, namely: 1) the fallen angels, 2) Noah and the great 

flood, and 3) Sodom and Gomorrah.  First, God did not spare the angels 

who rebelled against him, but rather reserved them for his coming 

judgment (Re. 12:7-9; 2 Pe. 2:4; Mt. 25:41; Re. 20:10).  Clearly, angels 

were created with the freedom of choice.  But some of them came under 

the influence of Satan’s rebellion; and thus sinning against God, they 

were “cast down to hell” and “delivered into chains of darkness” (2 Pe. 

2:4).  They are thus bound for God’s judgment which cannot be reversed.  

Second, God did not spare the “old world” for it was “the world of the 

ungodly” (v. 5).  What was the extent of their ungodliness?  Genesis 6:5 

says, “And God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, 

and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil 

continually.”  Humanity’s wickedness was so extreme that people were 

completely and continually caught up in evil thinking and practices.  So 

God could no longer spare the human race.  Genesis 6:7 reads, “And the 

Lord said, I will destroy man whom I have created from the face of the 

earth; both man, and beast, and the creeping thing, and the fowls of the 



air; for it repenteth me that I have made them.”  When man’s wickedness 

escalated to the point that God could no longer tolerate it, he destroyed 

man.  “But Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord” (Ge. 6:8).  God 

determined to start over with a remnant of eight people: Noah, his wife, 

and his three sons with their wives.  When God judged the wickedness of 

Noah’s day with the great flood, everyone perished except the righteous.  

It’s hard to imagine a world where only eight people were judged as 

righteous by God.  Nevertheless, Jesus used the example of Noah and the 

great flood when speaking of his coming again (Mt. 24:37-39; Lu. 17:26-

27).  Finally, the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah serve as an example of 

God’s judgment against sin and rebellion.  In Noah’s day, judgment was 

by water, but God promised to never again destroy the world by flood, 

placing the token of the rainbow in the sky (Ge. 9:8-17).  However, the 

destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah by fire warns of the coming 

judgment against the ungodliness of this world (2 Pe. 2:6; 3:6-7).  Not 

even ten people were found righteous in Sodom; only Lot and his two 

daughters escaped God’s judgment in the end (Ge. 18:16-33; 19:12-17, 

26).  Like Noah, Lot was a “just” and “righteous” man living among a 

wicked, lawless people.  Their “filthy” ways made living in Sodom 

unbearable (2 Pe. 2:7-8).  When Peter wrote of God’s judgment against 

the “ungodly” and their “unlawful deeds,” he was citing examples before 

the law under Moses and referring to an inherent law in mankind (see 

Romans 2:11-15).  In other words, all people know that certain things are 

wrong (e.g. stealing and murder) because man is born with a moral 

conscience, although he may override it.  Clearly, God judged the people 

because they seared their consciences and hardened their hearts, and thus 

were no longer able to discern the difference between right and wrong (1 

Ti. 4:1-2; He. 3:12-13; Ro. 1:28). 

 

Scripture Study 

Fallen angels – 2 Pe. 2:4; Re. 12:7-9; Mt. 25:41; Re. 20:10 

The flood – 2 Pe. 2:5; Ge. 6:5-8; 9:8-17; Mt. 24:37-39; Lu. 17:26-27 

Sodom and Gomorrah – 2 Pe. 2:6-8; 3:6-7; Ge. 18:16-33; 19:12-17, 26 

 

Conclusion 

In the face of God’s coming judgment, we have a strong consolation in 

Christ.  The Lord knows how to keep the righteous from coming under 

his judgment.  He gives us the grace to overcome the world’s 

temptations and deceptions.  We need not fear.  The Lord wants us to 

understand that he will deliver us and bring us through to victory, even 

as he reserves the unjust for judgment and punishment (2 Pe. 2:9). 



August 20, 2017 

“Spots and Blemishes” 
 

Main Point 

God’s church is required to discipline members who rebel against its 

doctrine and government. 

 

Introduction 

Presently, the church is imperfect having “spots” and “blemishes” (2 Pe. 

2:13; Ep. 5:27; 3 Jn. 9-10; Jude 12).  Sometimes, “false teachers” and 

“false brethren” enter the fellowship of the church undetected (2 Pe. 2:1; 

Ga. 2:4; Jude 4).  In his second epistle, the apostle Peter identified them 

describing their character (2:10-16).  In today’s lesson, we will explain 

the essential characteristics of these spots and blemishes. 
 

Key Verse 

“And shall receive the reward of unrighteousness, as they that count it 

pleasure to riot in the day time.  Spots they are and blemishes, sporting 

themselves with their own deceivings while they feast with you” (2 Pe. 

2:13). 
 

Lesson Summary 

When writing about the judgment of the unjust, particularly the false 

teachers, Peter generalized them in two ways: those who “walk after the 

flesh in the lust of uncleanness,” and “despise government” (2 Pe. 2:10).  

These unjust ones “walk” (live) in the pollution of fleshly, carnal desires, 

yet they claim to walk in the light of Christ and presume to be teachers 

of the just.  In other words, their outward persona does not match their 

inward motives.  Jesus taught, “Beware of false prophets, which come to 

you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves” (Mt. 

7:15).  These false prophets teach damnable heresies and promote 

practices contrary to sound doctrine, corrupting themselves and those 

who follow them (2 Pe. 2:1-2).  In verse 12, Peter likened these deceivers 

to “natural brute beasts” (see also Jude 10).  They are not led by the 

Spirit and wisdom of God; rather they live out of a base, carnal nature 

that drives them.  They are spiritually corrupt and have become brutish 

in their thinking.  Yet they continue to exert their influence in the 

fellowship of the church (2 Pe. 2:13).  More specifically, Peter charged 

them with adultery and greed (vv. 14-16).  We should remember the art 

of deception is subtlety; it is hidden from plain view, so that things really 

are not as they appear on the surface.  Peter emphasized the hidden 



motives and secret desires that drive their teachings and practices, using 

phrases like: “having eyes full of adultery,” “an heart they have 

exercised with covetous practices,” and “who loved the wages of 

unrighteousness” (vv. 14-15).  So whether or not they are caught in the 

act of adultery or in an immoral scandal, they are nevertheless caught up 

in the carnal desires of such wickedness.  Therefore, their doctrine and 

corresponding practices will not lead to a lifestyle of righteousness and 

holiness, but rather of uncleanness and iniquity, resulting in spiritual and 

eternal death (Ro. 6:18-23; 8:5-8).  Moreover, these unjust ones “despise 

government” and “speak evil of dignities.”  Peter described them as 

“presumptuous” and “self-willed” (2 Pe. 2:10; Jude 8).  They are 

rebellious and disrespectful of spiritual authority, particularly against the 

leadership of the church, and ultimately against the lordship of Jesus 

Christ.  When people are unwilling to submit to authority in the church, 

this indicates a major spiritual problem (He. 13:7, 17).  Government and 

order are God’s way.  But when people become presumptuous and self-

willed in their thinking, they tend to disrespect and disregard the moral 

and spiritual authority of the church (Ro. 16:17-18).  Of course, this is a 

dangerous departure from the faith of Christ.  Often a critical attitude 

toward leadership is what makes people cynical and bitter concerning 

spiritual matters.  Therefore, opening the door to a presumptuous, self-

willed attitude leads to spiritual defilement and pollution (Hebrews 

12:15).  Even angels know better than to rail against spiritual authorities; 

yet these despisers ignorantly speak out against authority to their own 

spiritual demise (2 Pe. 2:11-12). 
 

Scripture Study 

Walking after the flesh – 2 Pe. 2:10, 13-16; Mt. 7:15; Ro. 6:18-23; 8:5-8 

Despising government – 2 Pe. 2:10-12; Jude 8; He. 13:7, 17; Ro. 16:17-

18; He. 12:15 
 

Conclusion 

A major deception is that Christians “cannot cease from sin” (consider 2 

Pe. 2:14).  This error promotes tolerance among Christians in regard to 

sinning.  Accordingly, many preach and teach a misleading view of 

God’s grace (Jude 3).  Sinners, of course, walk after the flesh, but God’s 

grace enables believers to cease from sin and to live holy (1 Pe. 1:15; 1 

Th. 5:23).  Jesus Christ has the authority to free us from the power and 

corruption of sin (Jn. 8:34-36).  Therefore, if church members rebel 

against the doctrine and government of the church, the faithful (spiritual) 

members have an obligation to discipline them (Ga. 6:1; 1 Co. 5:11-13). 



August 27, 2017 

“Follow the Truth” 
 

Main Point 

We, as members of God’s church, must continue to follow the truth to 

the finish in order to be saved. 

 

Introduction 

We are living in a day of great deception.  In fact, deception in the last 

days will be so alluring that many professing Christians will be turned 

away from the truth to follow error and corruption.  Like the apostle 

Paul, Peter wrote to the saints warning them of this falling away (2 Pe. 

2:21; 2 Ti. 4:3-4).  In today’s lesson, we will expose those who “have 

forsaken the right way” (2 Pe. 2:15). 

 

Key Verse 

“For it had been better for them not to have known the way of 

righteousness, than, after they have known it, to turn from the holy 

commandment delivered unto them” (2 Pe. 2:21). 

 

Lesson Summary 

In John 4:7-14, Jesus spoke of his living water – the life of his Spirit – 

indwelling those who come to him and drink.  But Peter described the 

last days’ deceivers as “wells without water” (2 Pe. 2:17).  They are dry 

wells offering false hope to thirsty souls.  They are clouds which produce 

no rain (Jude 12).  They blow boisterously across the sky but cannot 

refresh us.  Likewise, deceivers have an impressive appearance.  Their 

words sound weighty and powerful, but they lack real, spiritual 

substance (2 Pe. 2:18).  Paul also wrote about the “enticing words of 

man’s wisdom” which appeal to the natural man but lack the power of 

God (1 Co. 2:4-5, 13-14).  In verse 18, Peter used the language of 

temptation to describe their deceptive approach.  Their words “allure” 

their listeners by appealing to the lusts and sensual desires (wantonness) 

of the flesh (cf. “enticed,” Ja. 1:14).  Like any predator, deceivers devour 

those who are naïve and weak, spiritually speaking.  Their message 

sounds good to those who are unstable, unsettled, and immature in the 

faith (2 Pe. 2:18; 1 Co. 3:1-3).  For this reason, the church must 

emphasize the doctrine of sanctification – the crucifixion of the old sin 

nature – along with consecration and being set apart to God (Ga. 2:20; 

5:24).  New converts must quickly be rooted and grounded in the faith 



(Col. 1:23; 2:7).  Although deceivers promise spiritual liberty, even 

salvation from sin, they admittedly continue in sin (Jude 4).  What 

corruption and confusion!  Regardless of a man’s profession of faith, if 

he walks in sin fulfilling the works of the flesh, then he is yet a sinner – 

he is in bondage to sin (2 Pe. 2:19; Ga. 2:18; Ro. 6:15-16).  Thus, 

deceivers may declare a promising message and even gain a significant 

following, but they cannot lead converts into the truths and depths of 

God’s Word and Spirit.  What then is the danger in following corrupt 

teachers?  Peter’s warning is unmistakable: a falling away.  In verses 20-

22, he clearly defined backsliding or turning back.  In verse 20, note the 

following phrases: “For if after they have escaped the pollutions;” and 

“they are again entangled therein, and overcome.”  Peter indicated 

someone returning to the same spiritual bondage from which he was 

once liberated.  How is this possible?  In our faith, we either move 

forward in Christ or we turn back, whether we realize it or not (see Ex. 

14:10-15; Nu. 13:30-14:4; He. 3:12-19).  In verse 21, he made the 

distinction between those who have known and turned from the truth as 

opposed to those who have never known the right way.  Those who have 

never followed Jesus are lost, but Peter placed a heavier burden of guilt 

and condemnation on those who have known but turned from the truth 

(cf. He. 10:29).  Indeed, how do we bring to repentance someone who 

has rejected the truth in order to follow a damnable heresy, even though 

he may claim salvation?  In verse 22, Peter described two filthy images 

in order to strengthen his warning against those who turn back to sin: the 

dog licking up his vomit, and the washed pig returning to the mud hole. 

 

Scripture Study 

An alluring message – 2 Pe. 2:17-19; 1 Co. 2:4-5, 13-14; 3:1-3; Ja. 1:14 

A falling away – 2 Pe. 2:20-22; Ex. 14:10-15; Nu. 13:30-14:4; He. 3:12-

19; 10:29 

 

Conclusion 

In the last days, deceivers will preach and teach doctrine contrary to the 

Word of God, drawing away converts from the truth and the source of 

their freedom and salvation in Jesus Christ (2 Th. 2:13; Jn. 8:31-32).  We 

must therefore take heed, for Satan will present himself as an angel of 

light and his false teachers as prophets of light (2 Co. 11:13-15).  

Although deception and deceivers will continue to persist, God’s church 

will persevere in the truth to the finish, and his faithful will experience 

final salvation at Christ’s coming (Mt. 24:11-13; 1 Th. 5:8-9). 


