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Vicki Garcia is the Co-Founder of Operation 
Vetrepreneur & President of Marketing Impressions, a 
30+ -year- old marketing consulting firm. Apply to join 
Operation Vetrepreneur’s FREE one-on-one mentoring 
at www.veteransinbiz.com.  

Join the California Veterans Chamber of Commerce for 
FREE at  www.caveteranschamber.com  Email Vicki 
with column ideas at veteransinbiz@gmail.com

The transition from military service to civilian life can be 
a difficult one, especially when it comes to your career. 

That’s why a growing number of veterans choose to 
forge their own path and become entrepreneurs after 
leaving the Armed Forces.

While starting a business comes with numerous 
challenges, former service members do have one 
distinct advantage: the veteran community.

“The strength and power of veteran entrepreneurs 
comes from other veteran entrepreneurs” 

Unlike most highly competitive entrepreneurial 
environments, veteran entrepreneurs share information 
much more easily. 

If you or someone you know is a veteran looking to start 
a business, please feel free to contact Vicki Garcia.

Enlisted To Entrepreneur Column available at
https://tinyurl.com/y5wedv63

Starting a Business as a Veteran? Shopify

Shopify is a subscription to a software service that 
offers you the option to create a website and use their 
shopping cart solution to sell, ship, and manage your 
products. Since 2006, many large brands and fast-
growing companies have moved over to Shopify.  Over 
820,000+ merchants count on Shopify to grow and scale 
their business.

Shopify Basic costs $29 monthly (and 2.9% + 30¢ per 
transaction). The Shopify plan is $79 monthly (and 2.6% + 
30¢ per transaction).

Shopify doesn’t sell goods to consumers.  It sells to 
entrepreneurs who then sell to customers.  Shopify 
provides a suite of e-commerce tools to enable 
entrepreneurs and small-business owners to start and 
run an e-commerce business quickly and simply.

Because Shopify offers a comprehensive marketing 
suite, businesses find it easy to scale and get in front 
of new audiences. The platform offers SEO features, 
like customizable headlines, titles, and meta tags, 
so eCommerce sites can rank high in search results. 
Customers can post SEO-friendly product reviews, which 
also work wonders for building a business’s credibility.

Dropshipping

Shopify integrates with apps like Oberlo, Ordoro, 
Inventory Source, and eCommHub, making it easy to 
set up your business.  I like Oberlo.com because of its 
simplicity and easy to follow directions.  You’re just 
the middleman in charge of managing your store and 
marketing your products.

This is not a comprehensive list by any means.  Google 
“selling online,” or “drop shipping,” to find an avalanche 
of sites to provide a platform, educate and encourage 
you.  Read up and do your homework.  Find a platform 
that is comfortable for you to use and where the learning 
curve isn’t too onerous.

 “I am the master of 
my fate: I am the captain 
of my soul.”

- William Ernest Henleyhe


