
LOWER MAKEFIELD TOWNSHIP 

FINANCIAL ADVISORY COMMISSION 

APRIL 8, 2019 

 

 

Present:  Fred Childs 

Mark Goodman 

David Sabogal 

 

Also Present:   Kurt Ferguson 

 

 

1. Meeting called to Order 7:00 p.m. by Fred Childs. 

 

 

2. Minutes of meeting February 11, 2019 approved by David Sabogal and Mark Goodman. 

 

 

3. Discussion with Township Manager on how Committee may help with a preliminary or 

additional financial analysis he feels may be appropriate, only if helpful relating to the 

Phase I of the sewer project. 

 

Discussion held on Sewer Authority and rate increases.  Town needs to look at sewer 

alternatives and ongoing repairs to the system required by DEP (with increase in rain, and 

age of infrastructure some of the rainwater has potential to send sewage into rivers, which 

is prohibited by DEP).  Township needs to do sewer infrastructure repairs or DEP will 

stop approval for any new connections.   

 

Township must review options for sewage treatment, such as:  some funding of 

Morrisville Plant, working with other sewer authorities (i.e. pay them to take the sewage), 

sell portion of the facility to PUC, or create own authority.  All of the options need to be 

reviewed, and all will lead to sewer rate increases (there are approx. 11,800 account 

holders, and the costs would need to be broken down over these holders).     Phase 1 

would require estimating a value for the system, PFM is looking at this now and Phase 1 

would be a June/July event.  After valuing the system, the township then needs to 

evaluate next steps in the process, which could require additional funds. 

 

Look at various funding options.  Could be handled by General Fund but the township 

also needs to consider Golf Course debt.  Sewer issue needs to be addressed due to DEP 

requirements and plans for additional new homes that will need sewer connection.   

 

Many of these issues (golf course debt and sewer uncertainty) were discussed by the 

Rating agency, when they reduced township rating from Aa1 to Aa2. 

 

 



4. Non-tax revenue generation ideas: brief comments made about potential look at 

monetizing assets—could we sell some land around golf course, is this even viable 

(hasn’t been looked at by township), monetizing some of the other assets (fields, 

township buildings, etc.) Kurt noted there is a Community Fund, where public could 

donate to raise funds for certain items for the township (ie. Police cars or dogs).  

Township is also looking at reducing costs for certain services, RFP’s are in process for 

31 potential vendors. 

 

 

5. Public Comment—no public comments. 

 

 

6. Next meeting- 5/13/19 at 7 p.m. 

 

 

7. Motion to adjourn meeting 7:52 p.m.  (David Sabogal, seconded by Mark Goodman). 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Maryann Lewis, Secretary 


