
Lower Makefield Township  

Citizens Traffic Commission  

January 22, 2020 

Meeting Minutes  

Present:  Virginia Torbert, Chairperson; Arthur Cohn, Vice-Chairperson; Keller Arnold; Suzanne Blundi, 

BOS Liaison; Catherine Chia-Calabria; Susan Herman; Scott Weaner       

Also in attendance were Joseph Fiocco and Marie Pantalone from SAFE Highway Engineering, LMT's 

Traffic Engineering Firm, and Jason Schramke, LMT Resident 

Mrs. Torbert called the CTC meeting to order at 7:30pm.  She explained that Mr. Fiocco and Ms. 

Pantalone were in attendance to provide information to the CTC on the Edgewood Road mini 

roundabouts solution being discussed in order to reopen Sandy Run Road.   

SAFE Engineering Discussion of Sandy Run Proposal - Mrs. Blundi explained that the mini roundabout 

solution was the most cost-effective solution the engineers could come up with.  She said it would 

possibly be a short-term solution while work is being done to find a permanent one but, if it works, it 

could be the permanent solution.  

Mr. Fiocco explained that a mini roundabout is the same as a regular roundabout but smaller and is also 

considered a form of traffic calming.  He feels that the mini roundabout will slow drivers down enough 

that they will keep to the 25mph speed limit. The center of the roundabouts will be slightly raised so 

that large vehicles, including tractor trailers and emergency vehicles, will be able to drive right over the 

center of the mini roundabout.  He said that school buses should be able to drive around the mini 

roundabout without going over the middle.  

Sandy Run Road at Edgewood Road will be limited to right in/right out turns only.  A barrier will be 

installed to prevent drivers from attempting left turns into or out of Sandy Run.  Prohibiting left turns 

will prevent the more dangerous head-on/broadside accident.  There may still be rear end collisions, if 

drivers speed, but these are usually less serious.  The purpose of the mini roundabouts is to make it 

possible for motorists wishing to make a left into or out of Sandy Run to go a short distance and circle 

around so that they will make a right in/right out turn only.  It is also hoped that the mini roundabouts, 

along with the road barrier, will slow down traffic to the desired 25mph speed limit. 

Mr. Fiocco showed the CTC several traffic simulations his firm prepared to see if the roundabouts would 

exacerbate delays caused by slow or stopped trains at the Edgewood Road crossing.  The simulations did 

not indicate that there would be additional backups, even at peak hours.    

Mr. Fiocco explained that there won't be much need for construction at the Schuyler Road/Edgewood 

Road intersection because the road is wide enough to accommodate a mini roundabout.  And he 

suggested, in answer to Mrs. Torbert's question, that it is unlikely that Schuyler Road will have to be 

closed for construction at the same time that Sandy Run Road remains closed.   

More construction will be needed at the Mill Road intersection because it is not as wide.  Mr. Fiocco 

indicated that the construction work could be completed in less than one construction season and he  



spoke about the education that will be required of emergency vehicle personnel since they will not be 

able to make a left into or out of Sandy Run Road. 

Ms. Arnold made a motion, seconded by Mr. Weaner, that the CTC would convey their support to the 

BOS for the mini roundabout solution because it is the most cost effective one and can be done in the 

shortest amount of time.   The motion was passed unanimously.  

Shop Rite Parking Lot – Mr. Schramke had written to Mrs. Blundi about his concerns with regard to the 

traffic problems in the Shop Rite/Kohl’s parking lots, particularly at the three-way stop near the main 

entrance off Big Oak Road.  He had videotaped some near accidents and said that many drivers ignore 

the stop signs and that the signage is not adequate to avoid accidents.  Mrs. Torbert said the CTC gets 

accident reports every month; she will send him accident stats for that parking lot from the past year. 

Mr. Schramke wants to gather as much information as possible.  There was discussion of ways the 

parking lots could be made safer.  Ms. Arnold offered to take pictures of the Giant parking lot entrance 

for comparison purposes.  Mrs. Blundi will find out what steps the Township is willing to take to improve 

the situation. Mrs. Torbert will talk to Captain Roche and ask if there is any record of correspondence 

related to this issue between the Township and the shopping center owner. 

 Big Oak Paving/New Turning Lane – Ms. Arnold said that the State will be paving Big Oak Road.  She 

also shared a correspondence she had with the State in which the State indicated that it will only be 

replacing existing pavement markings and had received no requests to do otherwise from the Township. 

Her correspondence also included a question about the turn lane at Big Oak and Makefield Rd . The 

State indicated it had no plans for a turn lane at this location and that traffic and accident data would 

not support a turn lane here.  Ms. Arnold agreed to share this communication with Mr. Fiocco from SAFE 

Engineering. 

Member Reports – Mr. Weaner did not have anything to report on social media. 

BOS – Ms. Arnold said there was not much to report on the BOS other than that a resident was asking 

for a street light at Judith Place because it is dangerous.  Chief Coluzzi said LMTPD would take a look. 

Planning Commission and Zoning Hearing Board - Mrs. Chia-Calabria reported that the ZHB meeting 

was cancelled.  The Planning Commission is meeting on Monday and will discuss Marrazzo’s proposed 

housing development. 

Other Business – Mrs. Torbert requested that CTC members go through her if they have a question for 

or want to provide information to the Board of Supervisors.  And she asked that they not engage 

residents in disputes over traffic issues on social media.  She asked that if residents wish to engage on 

social media, CTC members should ask them to submit a “Traffic Problem Report Form” and/or attend a 

CTC meeting. Ms. Arnold shared information that she had gotten from Mr. Grenier on the process the 

Board of Supervisors must follow to finalize the proposed overlay ordinance prior to consideration of 

the proposed Prickett Run development.  

With no further business to discuss, the January meeting of the CTC was adjourned at 9:15pm.  The next 

meeting of the CTC will be held on Thursday, February 13, at 7:30 pm, in the LMT Municipal Building. 

                                                                                                  Respectfully Submitted, 

                 Virginia Torbert, Chairperson  


