
Lower Makefield Township 

Citizens Traffic Commission  

January 18, 2018 

Meeting Minutes 

 

Present:                     Virginia Torbert, Chairperson                Sue Herman    

                                    Catherine Chia-Calabria                         William Hogan 

                                    Arthur Cohn                                               

Also in attendance were Bill Zadrovicz and Phil Wursta, TPD Engineers; Dan Grenier, LMT 

Supervisor and Fred Weiss, LMT Supervisor; Julie McGuire and Marianne Carroll, Residents of 

East School Lane 

Makefield Road Roadway Safety Review– Mr. Zadrovicz and Mr. Wursta were in attendance to 

review the safety study and discuss CTC questions and concerns.  They explained that their 

assignment from the Board of Supervisors was to draft a study which showed the level and 

speed of vehicular traffic on Makefield Road, the roadway features and the engineering science 

behind their analysis.  They said they tried to make everyone feel heard.  They were looking to 

explain the analysis to the CTC so the CTC could spread the word.   

Mrs. Torbert raised questions about the report, whether the data for the week of September 

19-24 is representative because during 4 of the 6 days included, school was not in session due 

to the Jewish holiday on Thursday and Friday and the weekend, Saturday and Sunday.  Mr. 

Wursta pointed out that they did a follow-up the week of October 1st, and the results were 

consistent.  Mr. Hogan raised a question about the 85% Speed number.  Mr. Wursta explained 

that the speed that 85% of vehicles are moving is the speed that that percentage of people is 

comfortable with.  15% are driving faster. It was noted that the Makefield Road accident rate is 

nearly 65% lower than is to be expected from   State accident data. 

A discussion ensued regarding reducing the speed limit in front of Makefield School to 25 mph, 

a step favored by some members of the CTC and the LMT residents.  Attendees expressed 

frustration over the fact that Makefield is the only Township elementary school with a 35 mph 

speed limit. 

Mr. Wursta said that changing speed limit signs to 25 mph would not necessarily change driving 

speeds, and this could lead to dangerous driving behaviors.  He maintains that studies show 

that changing behavior is more effective, e.g. by installing chicanes and other traffic calming 

devices.  He said the Roadway Safety Review does not include recommendations for traffic 

calming designed to lower the speed limit to 25 mph; it is an assessment of the safety of the 



road as it exists today.  If the CTC wants to consider measures to lower the speed limit to 

25mph along part, or the full length, of the roadway, it needs to submit a request for an 

Amended Study to the Board of Supervisors. 

Other suggestions were 

• Raised Crosswalks 

• Expanded school zone – Mr. Wursta will check regulations regarding this 

• Enhanced Enforcement  

• More signage and flashers – flashers are  not terribly expensive but need to be certified 

by PennDOT 

• Better lighting 

• Extend time period for 15 mph in mornings – Mr. Wursta indicated that this could 

probably be easily done 

• Cutting back foliage – Mr. Wursta will check with Chief Coluzzi re the status of requests 

to residents to do so on their properties. 

It was noted by the LMT residents that there are often after school and night time events at 

Makefield School.  Mr. Wursta will check on whether these pedestrian numbers should be 

taken into account. 

It was suggested by Mr. Grenier that Makefield Road and the nearby intersections need to be 

part of the Comprehensive Plan for the Township.   Mr. Weiss indicated that he and Mr. Grenier 

have made a commitment to start the process of adopting an integrated approach to reducing 

the speeding in the Township.   

After discussion of next steps, it was agreed that the CTC would make a recommendation to the 

BOS, at the February 7 meeting, that TPD should be tasked to provide an alternative analysis on 

reducing the speed limit along (parts of) Makefield Road to 25mph.   

The January 18 Citizens Traffic Commission meeting was adjourned at 10:30pm.  The next 

meeting of the CTC will be held on Tuesday, February 20, 2018, at 7:30, in the LMT Municipal 

Building. 

                                                                

                                                                                                          Respectfully Submitted, 

 

                                                                                                          Virginia Torbert, Chairperson     

                                               

 

 


