
Lower Makefield Township  

Environmental Advisory Council  

April 12, 2017 

Meeting Minutes  

 

Present:  Mark Bortman, Alan Dresser, and Peter Solor, Co- Chairmen; James Bray,  

  Soumya Dharmavaram, Dan Grenier, Lisa Kamp, Rupal Patel, Paul Roden                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Also in attendance were Lauren Templeton and Kim Hawkes of Keeping Hope Alive in Lower 

Makefield, Kathleen Hirko and Tony Kehoe of Saving Open Space, and Barb Baus, a Lower 

Makefield resident  

Approval of March 8, 2017 Minutes – The March 8 minutes were approved unanimously, with 

changes. 

Electronic Recycling Collection Event on May 6   

The event is confirmed for May 6 at Charles Boehm.  Ideas for advertising the event were 

shared.  

Basin Naturalization and Mowing Plan   

Discussion ensued after Mr. Bray provided an overview of the program for those attendees 

unfamiliar with it, and ideas were shared on ways to enhance the program.  

Mr. Dresser reported that he and Mr. Bray had a productive meeting with the new Public Works 

Director, Greg Huckelbridge. Flyers will be distributed to residents near naturalized basins 

explaining the program and signs put up at some basins. Mr. Huckelbridge will begin taking 

action on this program as soon as he gets approval from Mr. Fedorchak.   

Water Quality Concerns – PAWC’S Use of Chloromine and Fluoride  

After discussion of Chloromine and its risks, it was agreed that the EAC would tell the Board of 

Supervisors that, in their opinion, it does not present a serious problem. Someone from PAWC 

could speak to the Supervisors, if the Board is interested.  

Open Space Activity  

Open Space Plan Update – Mr. Grenier was given information on the software LMT has 

available for updating the list of open space properties in the Township by Mr. Majewski.  After 

discussion, it was agreed that the first step is to update Table 7 of the 2009 report identifying all 

preserved open space properties in LMT.  The 2009 plan details a lot of information about 

remaining properties and this should prove helpful when the plan is updated, though this list also 

needs updating. 



Kathleen Hirko and Tony Kehoe, representatives of the citizens’ group, LMT Save Our Open 

Space, were in attendance and identified their mission as protecting current open space and 

acquiring new open space. 

Land Use Reviews  

Community Center – Mr. Solor reported that the original documents were supposed to reach a 

Silver certification and, for some reason, this did not happen.  He said that it appears that there  

was never a vote to remove the Silver designation.  The EAC goal is to help get the project to 

Silver.  The BOS plans to schedule a meeting with all parties.  Mr. Solor will contact Mr. Lewis 

to discuss. 

Snipes Football Fields/Memorial Park -  There was lengthy discussion of the Snipes and 

Memorial Park projects,  with concerns being expressed by EAC members, as well as the 

members of Save Our Open Space. 

Earth Day Grocery Store Plastic Initiative   

Ms. Kamp and Mrs. Bray reported that all three local groceries have been made aware of the 

steps the EAC would like to take, in partnership with the stores, to reduce the number of plastic 

bags used.  They are still in conversation with the store representatives. 

Liaison to Planning Commission  

Mr. Bortman requested that the Planning Commission put the EAC on their distribution list. 

Odds and Ends –  

 The Delaware Valley Green Building Council is sponsoring a Sustainability Symposium 

on May 5 at the Philadelphia Navy Yard. The EAC has money in their budget to pay the 

entrance fee for any EAC members interested in attending.  

 There has been no movement on the issue of increasing the number of alternate members 

in the EAC from 1 to 3. 

 Elcon has submitted a phase two application. 

 Regarding potential changes to the Tree Ordinance, it was agreed that any movement on 

this issue should be postponed for now since the BOS is not showing any sense of 

urgency.  

 Mr. Bray reported he received an email from a local Girl Scout who is beginning work on 

her Gold Award. She was asking for help from the EAC.  It was agreed that, though her 

project is very worthwhile, the EAC is not in a position to get involved with the project. 

 Mr. Bray raised the question of the Environmental Stewardship Award. He suggested that 

someone claim ownership for the project, and find a recipient for 2017. 

With no further business to discuss, the April 12 meeting of the Environmental Advisory Council 

was adjourned at 10:00pm. The next meeting of the EAC will be held on May 10, 2017, at 7pm 

in the LMT Municipal Building. 

 Respectfully Submitted,                 Mark Bortman, Alan Dresser, Peter Solor, Co-Chairmen 


