2020-21 SEASON ANNOUNCEMENT
The Unprecedented Journey
2020 has been anything but predictable. Like so many others, my own world was
completely uprooted last March, and I was left to quickly adapt to a new normal as a
stay-at-home parent, homeschool teacher, Ph.D. student, and online educator.
Music-making of any kind abruptly ended, and I struggled to process how to
manage these many extreme changes and the emotions that accompanied them.
Despite many Zoom meetings, I felt isolated and disconnected from others, and I
ached for my fellow humans who experienced (and are still experiencing) loss and
injustice on a variety of levels and forms.
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At the same time, over the past nearly six months (wow!), I have listened to and
sung countless musical pieces. Music certainly hasn’t been a magic solution
throughout this tumultuous time, but it has made life feel more manageable and
been my source of comfort during this challenging time. It has allowed me to smile
and laugh, evoked wonderful memories from earlier times, and helped me to
process complex emotions in ways spoken words could not. As in the words of Frank
Ticheli from his “Earth Song”: “...music and singing have been my refuge, and music
and singing shall be my light.”
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As I try to plan for the many unknowns that lie ahead in a swiftly approaching new
season, nothing about making the “right” decision has been easy. Last March our
season was abruptly shortened as the pandemic began raging throughout the U.S.
Yet despite the disappointing cancellations, postponements, and funding losses,
your extraordinary flexibility and generosity as members and supporters have
blown us away. As we head into the next season, we have been cautiously planning
for a variety of scenarios, keeping numerous factors in mind (COVID-19 studies,
tighter personal budgets, and flexibility for the diverse comfort levels within our
own membership). While we don’t know exactly what the future holds, we do know
that we need music and singing in our lives in some capacity, so we have planned a
season filled with unique offerings and opportunities for all ages and ability levels
to keep making music together.
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Please join us on this unprecedented journey into the 2020-2021 CAAM season!
Warmly,
Emily Edgington Andrews
CAAM Artistic Director
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Columbia Youth
Choirs (CYC)
Season Summary
CYC is back for its 8th season! Choose from multiple
choirs and classes on Sunday afternoons for your
singer in grades K-12 with online or in-person options*.
First session rehearsals will culminate in a virtual
singing experience that will not only feature your
children’s powerful voices but will showcase their
other artistic talents like artwork, poetry, and dance.
Click HERE for an example of a children’s virtual choir.

*First Session Options: In-Person or Zoom
In-Person
Rehearsals will take place at Nickell Shelter, a covered outdoor shelter at Cosmo Park (1615 Business Loop
70 W., Park Map HERE), in 30 minute increments with 20 minutes between ensembles to allow for
disinfecting and distanced arrivals/departures.
Singers will wear masks, bring their own music folders and pencil, and sing spaced at least 10 feet apart,
in compliance with the guidelines recommended in the International Coalition of Performing Arts
Aerosol Study (see Recommendations on page 8). For those interested in purchasing a specialized mask
for singing, we recommend The Singers Mask or the Resonance Singers Mask with disposable biofilters.
Zoom: Rehearsals will be broadcast and recorded via Zoom, so students at home may participate in real-time.

Session Dates & Schedule
Session I: September 13 - October 25 (last in-person day), all online November 1-8
(finalize virtual recording submissions)
Session II (tentatively back at Columbia Independent School, 1801 N. Stadium Blvd.):
January 31 - May 2 (Poco Voce runs February 7 - April 25)
Schedule (Sunday afternoons)
Poco Voce (grades K-2) (2nd session only)
3-3:30 p.m. Primo Choir (mixed voices, grades 3-5)
3:50-4:20 p.m. Cambiare Young Men’s Chorus (changing/unchanged voices,
grades 5-9)
4:40-5:10 p.m. Bella Voce (treble voices, middle and high school)
5:30-6 p.m. Canta Bella (treble voices, grades 7-12, by audition only; contact
CYCCoordinator@ChoralArtsAllianceofMissouri.org to set up an audition time)

CYC Session Fees (reduced
for 2020-2021)
Primo Choir, Cambiare, Bella Voce, Canta
Bella: $125/year or $65/session
Poco Voce: $60/session
Virtual CAAM Academy: $25/class
Sibling discount: 1st child full price; 20% off for
each additional sibling
Scholarships available upon request

CYC Artistic Staff
Emily Edgington Andrews | Artistic Director, Founder, and
Conductor of Cambiare and Canta Bella
Amanda Furtick | Co-conductor of Bella Voce and Canta Bella
pianist
Christine Jarquio Nichols | Co-conductor of Bella Voce
Maddie Jenkins | Cambiare pianist
Brian Parks | Primo Choir pianist
Jordan Walker | Conductor of Primo Choir

Season Summary

Columbia
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Columbia Chorale is 42! Even though the year will start off in a much different
format than past seasons, we are excited to offer both online and in-person
options*. First session rehearsals will culminate in the Chorale’s first-ever
virtual choir program featuring the ethereal works of Ola Gjeilo. HERE is an
example of a virtual choir. Former Columbia Chorale singers are welcome to
join us in the project from wherever they may be (there IS a silver lining to this
mess!). Ryan Layton, our newly appointed assistant conductor, will lead
rehearsals and the recording will feature guest conductor and former Chorale
assistant conductor Colin Knoth. Start spreading the word about this exciting
project!

*First Session Options: In-Person or Zoom
In-Person
Singers will be assigned a specific cohort and rehearsals will take place at Nickell Shelter, a covered outdoor
shelter at Cosmo Park (1615 Business Loop 70 W., Park Map HERE), in 30 minute increments with 20 minutes
between cohorts to allow for disinfecting and distanced arrivals/departures.
Singers will wear masks, bring their own music folders and pencil, and sing spaced at least 6 feet apart, in
compliance with the guidelines recommended in the International Coalition of Performing Arts Aerosol
Study (see Recommendations on page 8). For those interested in purchasing a specialized mask for singing,
we recommend The Singers Mask or the Resonance Singers Mask with disposable biofilters.
Zoom: Rehearsals will be broadcast and recorded via Zoom, so singers at home may participate in real-time.
In addition to the rehearsals, all Chorale members will receive full access to the online practice tool My Choral
Coach, an easy-to-use platform that allows you to practice your individual part at a variety of speeds. Once feeling
more secure on your part, you can record yourself singing and the app will provide immediate feedback on your
pitch and rhythmic accuracy. The Gjeilo tracks are already uploaded and ready for you to use!

Chorale Kick-Off Virtual Style!
7-8 p.m. Mon. September 14 - all online (full
schedule provided and cohorts assigned)

Session Dates
Session I: September 14 - November 9 (in-person
rehearsals held September 21, 28, October 12, 19 , 26)
Session II (tentatively back at Broadway Christian
Church, 2601 W. Broadway): January 4 - April 24

Columbia
Chorale

Session Fees (reduced for
2020-2021)
$135/year or $70/session (scholarships
available upon request)

Columbia Chamber Choir
This auditioned subset of Columbia Chorale will be conducted by
Ryan Layton with Amanda Furtick as pianist. Virtual auditions will be
held in October 2020 (express your interest on the Chorale
registration form and instructions will be shared at a later date).

Save the Session Dates
January 11 - May 8, Broadway Christian Church (2601 W. Broadway)
Mondays, 6-6:50 p.m.

Session Fees
$50 (scholarships available upon request)

Columbia Community
Gospel Choir (CCGC)
CCGC, conducted by LaMont Walker, is free and open to
grade 9 to adults! We are cautiously optimistic that we will
be able to hold our annual gathering again this upcoming
winter. Please check back for more information on this
event, but in the meantime, save the dates!

Save the Session Dates
December 29 (Virtual), January 5, 12, 19, 22-23
Tuesdays, 6-7 p.m.

Columbia Kids
Gospel Choir (CKGC)
Led by Jordan Walker, CKGC is free and open to
grades 2-8! We are cautiously optimistic that we will
be able to hold our annual gathering again this
upcoming winter. Please check back for more
information on this event, but in the meantime,
save the dates!

Save the Session Dates
January 3, 10, 17, 23
Sundays, 3-4 p.m.

First Session 2020:
A Virtual Experience
Northern Lights: Works by Ola Gjeilo - Rescheduled
Columbia Chorale with guest artists
Recording released: November 2020

2020-2021
Season
Schedule

Columbia Chorale kicks off its 42nd season by presenting virtual recordings of the ethereal music by the
acclaimed Norwegian composer Ola Gjeilo. A first-ever for Columbia Chorale, the virtual choir features
Chorale members - current and former - from around the globe. Among other works, this virtual program will
include Gjeilo’s Northern Lights, which is set to the Latin Pulchra Es text from Song of Solomon and inspired by
the aurora borealis phenomenon.

Sounds of Freedom - Rescheduled
CYC with special guests
Recording released: December 2020
Singing has long been a natural means to endure hardship, resist adversity, protest injustice, and unite
communities. The CYC choirs will explore the moving power of music through a virtual collection of freedom
songs representing a variety of cultures and historical periods. The virtual recordings will not only feature their
powerful voices but will showcase their other artistic talents including artwork, poetry, and dance.

NOTE: All Men A-Loud! will resume Fall 2021.

Second Session 2021 (Tentative)
Unity: A Benefit Concert
Columbia Community Gospel Choir, Columbia Kids Gospel Choir, and Columbia Chorale
7 p.m. Sat. January 23, 2021
CAAM promotes Unity in the Community in its 6th-annual concert to honor Martin Luther King, Jr.’s legacy
through a benefit concert performance of gospel-inspired works. Hailed as one of CAAM’s most powerful and
uplifting concerts, Unity brings together individuals of all faiths and backgrounds to celebrate diversity and
raise money for a deserving area non-profit. Past concerts have raised over $13,000 for Youth Empowerment
Zone, Granny’s House, United Community Builders, BOLD Leadership Academy, and City of Refuge. This year,
we join together to highlight Dr. King's powerful call to action: “The time is always right to do what is right.”

In the Dark and Light: Robert S. Cohen’s Alzheimer’s Stories
and Adolphus Hailstork’s I Will Lift Up Mine Eyes
Columbia Chorale
7 p.m. Sat. April 24, 2021
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Moments of hope and affirmation in the depths of despair - or disease are exceedingly rare, but can be found. Experience this transcendence
when the Columbia Chorale, under the baton of guest conductor Dr. Brandon
A. Boyd, presents the powerful modern oratorio Alzheimer’s Stories by Robert S.
Cohen and Herschel Garfein coupled with the uplifting cantata I Will Lift Up Mine
Eyes by Adolphus Hailstork. Alzheimer’s Stories movingly gives a voice to the millions of
Americans with Alzheimer’s and their caregivers by mimicking the progression of the
disease through poignant real-life experiences. In I Will Lift Up Mine Eyes, Hailstork sets
three well-known Psalms – 121, 13, and 23 – in a powerful conversation with each other.
Both works call us to bring love, faith, music, and light even in the darkest of places.

Pairings - Rescheduled
Prometheus: An American Vocal
Consort
Date TBA 2021 | Les Bourgeois,
Rocheport and collaborative
concert in Kansas City
CAAM’s Artists-in-Residence under
Artistic Director R. Paul Crabb take
audiences on a journey through Western
Europe in this unique concert experience.
Prometheus’ 12 professional singers
present sublime a cappella choral music
in an intimate setting, where audiences
will enjoy wine and food specifically
chosen to pair with each musical piece.
This imaginative feast for the senses is
not to be missed! The ensemble will once
again provide free educational outreach
concerts to area schools as part of its tour.

Much to Do About Nothing: Songs of Satire, Pun,
and Other Silliness
CYC
4 p.m. Sun. May 2, 2021
Now in its 8th season, Columbia Youth Choirs has
established itself as the premier youth choir program in
the region, providing a musical home for the hundreds of
passionate singers who have joined the choral family over
the years. CYC members show their wit and creativity in a
broad showcase of music with nonsensical texts, clever
wordplay, and unconventional sounds and instruments.
Much to Do About Nothing features each of the CYC
ensembles with special guest artists.

Come Away to the Skies: An Evening of Bluegrass
Columbia Chamber Choir
7 p.m. Sat. May 8, 2021
Columbia Chamber Choir with special guest artists
combines the sacred and secular in a performance of
bluegrass and folk music. Featuring Come Away to the Skies:
A High Lonesome Mass by Tim Sharp and Wes Ramsay,
which incorporates traditional Southern hymns into the
Catholic Mass, this concert highlights the spirited and
spiritual hallmarks of the American bluegrass and folk
genres.

Conversations
Conversations is a free quarterly virtual
series featuring special guests from around
the globe who will lead scholarly-based
discussions on a variety of topics, from
“Vocal Health” to “Race and Music.” The
virtual program will take place via Zoom
every three months on the first Monday of
the month, 7-8 p.m. CST. Grab your
favorite beverage and a computer, tablet,
or phone, and let’s converse! Tips are
welcome for our guests!
First session: “Lift Every Voice”
7- 8 p.m. Mon. October 5
Learn about the history and importance of
“Lift Ev'ry Voice and Sing” within the choral
tradition and larger U.S. cultural
conversation. Register online in advance to
gain access to this free event.

NEW
This Season!
Unite COMO in Song
In preparation for this year’s Unity Concert, we are organizing a
large-scale community virtual choir featuring the call to action
anthem “Lift Ev’ry Voice and Sing.” Open to anyone interested
(in COMO or beyond), our hope with this project is to unite our
community through song by spreading awareness of the long
and painful struggle Black individuals have faced and affirming
their rightful place in society because CAAM knows Black Lives
Matter, too. The recording will be premiered live at this year’s
Unity Concert on January 23, 2021. Stay tuned for more
information about how to easily participate in this project this
fall 2020!

Safety Resources & Recommendations
Make an informed decision about participating in CAAM with links to these resources.
Aerosol Study Preliminary Results Round 2
Suggested masks: The Singers Mask or Resonance Singers Mask with disposable biofilters
Online practice tool: My Choral Coach

Have Questions? We're Here to Help.
Artistic Director: Emily Edgington Andrews | ArtisticDirector@ChoralArtsAllianceofMissouri.org
CYC Coordinator: Kara Smith | CYCCoordinator@ChoralArtsAllianceofMissouri.org
CC Coordinator: Allie Blaylock | ChoraleCoordinator@ChoralArtsAllianceofMissouri.org
Board of Directors: CAAMBoard@ChoralArtsAllianceofMissouri.org
Email: info@ChoralArtsAllianceofMissouri.org | Website: ChoralArtsAllianceofMissouri.org
Address: P.O. Box 1746, Columbia, MO 65205-1746

