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The Code Blue season has begun, and Cape Hope is beginning to see more and more activity 
surrounding the warming centers and changes to the voucher system.  
As has been reported, the voucher system is coming to an end as of Jan. 1, 2019, and Cape 
May County and its municipal governments are trying to figure out how to accommodate the 
state mandate to provide shelter during Code Blue events for those experiencing 
homelessness. 
Presently, Lower Township, Middle Township, North Wildwood and Wildwood have plans to 
operate warming centers and have identified tentative locations. Lower Township has identified 
two sites as warming center locations in the township. Middle Township has been in discussions 
with Cape Community Church on Route 9 in Cape May Court House to use its Family Center as 
a Code Blue warming center. 
Cape Community Church has provided office space for Cape Hope activities, such as intake 
interviews. Cape Hope had a nice desk and other office furniture donated by Cape Assisti.  
 
 
Since the summer ended, Cape Hope has been meeting with various people and agencies to 
discuss assistance to those experiencing homelessness. In early October, Cape Hope met with 
Cape May County Department of Social Services Director Donna Groom and Human Services 
Director Pat Devaney. The Girlfriends group, whose members wish to remain anonymous, 
offered goods and gifts to Cape Hope to help its efforts.  
 
 
Cape Hope Director Denise South has also spoken to the congregations of Cape Island Baptist 
Church and Cape Community Church updating them on the homeless situation and 
encouraging them to get involved. 
 
 
Cape Hope participated in the Middle Township Harvest Festival and received some good 
feedback and offers to volunteer to help.  
 
 
A pancake breakfast to benefit Cape Hope was held at the Avalon Manor Property Owners 
Association clubhouse. The association also hosted a Cape Hope retreat, where plans were 
discussed for a spaghetti dinner fundraiser to be held at Cape Christian Academy. The last 
spaghetti dinner fundraiser was held in January. 
The retreat covered various topics, including the Collaborative Support Project of New Jersey 
operated out of the Wellness Center in Wildwood, the decriminalization of people sleeping 
outside, and the goal, in 2019, of addressing negative stereotypes about the homeless.  
 
 



 
 
 
 
Cape Hope received a $2,500 grant from Wawa. Cape Hope was also in the running for a 
Project Impact grant, and while we did not receive the top award, Cape Hope received $1,000 
from that organization.  
 
 
The board approved former Lower Township municipal clerk Claudia Kammer as its new 
treasurer, and Carol Conway as assistant treasurer. Claudia is very active in the Lower 
Township chapter of Rotary International. We welcome both Claudia and Carol onboard.  
 
 
A walk to bring public awareness to the homeless situation in Cape May County was held along 
Route 47 in Rio Grande, where a wheelchair-bound homeless man was struck by a car, later 
succumbing to his injuries.  
 
 
Sisters of St. Joseph paid October rent for a mother with two children with autism. 
 
 
The Wildwood Police Department called and notified Cape Hope of a couple who had been 
sleeping in their car.  
  
As we draw near the end of 2018 we would like to thank everyone who supported us, taking into 
account the seriousness of the homeless situation. We are hopeful more agencies and 
organizations, including churches and local government, will get involved to help solve the 
problem of homelessness. It is a community problem and requires a community effort.  
We welcome all comments and suggestions. The public is welcome to attend the public portion 
of the regular meetings, held every third Tuesday of the month at Cold Spring Presbyterian 
Church in Cold Spring. The public portion of the meeting begins at 7 p.m.  
 
 
“Let us not become weary in doing good for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do 
not give up.” Galatians 6:9 
 
 
Cape Hope - committed to change.  
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