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The Code Blue season, which runs from November to March, took a somewhat 

different turn this winter. The policy regarding vouchers for Code Blue sheltering was 
changed, with vouchers only being offered to individuals or couples with dependent 
children. As of Jan. 1, 2019, homeless individuals were disqualified from receiving Code 
Blue vouchers via the homeless hotline.  

Instead, individuals were being transported to the Middle Township warming center 
operated in the family center of Cape Community Church, which is still the only church 
in Cape May County offering the use of its facilities as a warming center.  

The first Code Blue called under the new policy occurred on Jan. 10 and ended up 
running for six nights straight. Originally planned to terminate on March 1, the operation 
of the warming center was extended until March 15, with Code Blue conditions running 
through March 8. Ironically, the warming center operations ended with another six 
consecutive days of Code Blue.  

Betweem Jan. 10 and March 8 there were a total of 30 Code Blue days called by the 
Cape May County Office of Emergency Management, with 199 stays, or an average of 
6.63 guests per night. On any given night there were far more men than women at the 
warming center. The state regulations require there be separate quarters for men and 
women, plus one male and one female overnight volunteer. This season there were 
only two overnight volunteers for the most of the entire 30 days of Code Blue. Efforts to 
recruit more volunteers will be made prior to the 2019-2020 Code Blue season.  

The warming center is permitted to have a maximum of 12 guests.  The 199 stays 
were made possible primarily by CMC Fare Free Transportation, which was picking up 
guests at The Branches and bringing them to the warming center by 6 p.m. Others 
arrived at the warming center on foot or in private vehicles. The warming center 
regulations allow it to be operated from 6 p.m. to 6 a.m., and Fare Free would return at 
approximately 5:50 a.m. to carry guests back to The Branches where they could take 
shelter during the day.  

Volunteers generally arrived early to have the warming center ready, including 
having the cots set up, coffee made, hot water for tea, prepared soup ready, bread, 
peanut butter and jelly, and a variety of packaged snacks. All the food was donated to 
the warming center by churches or individuals.  

Cape Hope Director Denise South expresses sincerest gratitude on behalf of Cape 
Hope to all those who donated time, money, or much needed items.  

On Feb. 9, 2019, Cape Hope had a pasta dinner fundraiser at Cape Christian 
Academy to raise funds for the Cape Hope mission. All told, the fundraiser was very 
successful.  



On Feb. 22, 2019, there was a meeting of stakeholders, including Cape Hope, 
regarding the Homeless Trust Fund. An individual from Monarch Housing gave a 
presentation on efforts to house the homeless and explained what the HTF could and 
could not be used for. Money in the fund may be used for transitional housing, for 
example, but not for homeless shelters or warming centers. The Homeless Trust Fund 
still does not have a board of directors to set policy for what happens with the funds, 
which at last count amounted to roughly $149,000 raised over the last two years and the 
first two months of 2019. That figure was presented at the latest CEAS meeting, held 
March 12, where Barbara Allison updated CEAS committee members on Cape Hope 
and the warming center activities.  

A clean-up day was scheduled for Saturday, March 16, to clean the spaces being 
used by the warming center.  

Cape Hope is thankful to be able to announce the beginning of a  new grant, which 
is the Cape Hope Homeless Prevention Grant - a one-time payment for a service, which 
if left unpaid, might cause that individual to become homeless. 

Cape Hope looks forward to the opportunities that lie ahead for 2019 and beyond, as 
we continue to work alongside county agencies, local non-profits, and the community, to 
end homelessness in Cape May County.  

 
  
 


