Simple. Intimate. Authentic. Portable.
Our worship time is unique. As we have found ourselves without conventional leadership, we’ve embraced
this as an opportunity to exercise simplicity and have our worship be expressive of the songs, scriptures,
poems, praises and prayers we carry within us. Many songs will be a cappella, often begun by someone in the
congregation, and repeated enough times that visitors are able to learn them quickly & easily. It’s our desire to
provide a sweet place in our worship where eyes can close, voices can rise with confidence and passion, and
hearts can connect undisturbed to both our Good God and to one another. Simple, intimate., authentic, and
portable. Portable meaning that every group and individual can worship anytime and anywhere because they
carry within themselves the songs and the music, the scriptures and the prayers, of those who are skilled at the
worship of the Lord. We’re striving to be a safe place to experience and respond to the beautiful moving of
God’s Spirit among his people. Thank you for being part of today. Speaking to one another in psalms and
hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord (Ephesians 5:19 NKJV).

We have been set up for a blessing! All weekend we have “received” the person and ministry of Dea Warford and his son, Nathan. Dea is an evangelist with the Assemblies of God and
travels to anyone who will open their heart to his message—to anyone who “receives” him and
his message.
In Matthew 10:40-42 Jesus teaches about an amazing exchange that occurs when one person with an honest and open heart “receives” one of God’s travelers sent out with messages
about the King and his Kingdom: He who receives and welcomes and accepts you receives and
welcomes and accepts Me, and he who receives and welcomes and accepts Me receives and
welcomes and accepts Him Who sent Me. 41 He who receives and welcomes and accepts a
prophet because he is a prophet shall receive a prophet's reward, and he who receives and
welcomes and accepts a righteous man because he is a righteous man shall receive a righteous
man's reward. 42 And whoever gives to one of these little ones [in rank or influence] even a
cup of cold water because he is My disciple, surely I declare to you, he shall not lose his reward. (The Amplified Bible)
Receive—to take custody of something sent by another; Welcomes—to be glad about and
willing to care for what’s been sent to them; Accepts—to open one’s self so that the other
can deposit what they have been given within the other person. To receive a prophetic message is to be blessed with the same things the prophet received when he or she received,
welcomed, and accepted the message! It’s the same with a righteous man’s message, or an
evangelist, or pastor, or an usher’s hospitality, all the way down to the “least of these little
ones”! We are set up to be blessed every time we take custody, gladly welcome, and accept
into our souls the messages God sends out to us! This is a Big Thought! If you can “receive”
it, your eyes will suddenly be opened to more blessings and rewards than you can handle! :)
Receive, welcome, and accept Dea’s final message to us this morning. After you’ve received them, send them on their way: Dear friend, you are faithful in what you are doing for the brothers, even though they are strangers to you. They have told the church about your love. You will do well to send them on
their way in a manner worthy of God. It was for the sake of the Name that they went out, receiving no help from the
pagans. We ought therefore to show hospitality to such men (like Dea and Nathan) so that we may work together for

January 10, 2021
What falls but never hurts itself? Snow! Who are Frosty's parents? Mom and Pop-Sicle! Who is Frosty's
favourite Aunt? Aunt Artica! What does Frosty's wife put on her face at night? Cold cream! What did the
police officer say when he saw Frosty stealing? "Freeze!" What's worse than Rudolph with a runny nose?
Frosty with a hot flash! What did Frosty call his cow? Eskimoo!

You’re invited to feel at home, welcomed, and enjoy the morning! Our altars are open anytime for you to come
and do personal business with the Lord. Kneel, slide a chair close, or if you would like someone to prayer with
you, simply stand at the altar by the windows and someone will come to you.

Connect—A Gathering for Women
Ladies, we will be meeting
Saturday—January 16 at 10am, for
brunch at the church.
We will be finishing our study
“Bad Girls of the Bible”
Bring a dish to share.
Bring a friend.

To Make You Smile—

*************************************

Good Morning and Welcome to The Sanctuary!

Board Meeting, this Wednesday, 6:00PM.
Open to Members and those supporting the
church with time & finances.

Going to Church in the First Century
If you didn’t receive a copy of this little booklet , there’s one for you at the Usher’s Table.
(It’s free to you unless you’d like to pay it forward with a $7.00 donation.) This story of a
visitor to a first century Christian gathering
explains beautifully some of what I am hoping
you will experience being with us at

Lifeline will be here at the Sanctuary
Thursday—January 14, 2021.

Operation Christmas Child
Collections for January
Hats and Gloves and
Scarves

The Sanctuary. -Pastor Gary

Thy fishes breathe but where Thy waters roll; Thy birds fly but within Thy airy sea; my soul breathes
only in Thy Infinite Soul; I breathe, I think, I love, I live but Thee. Oh, breathe, oh, sink—O Love, live into
me; unworthy is my life till all divine, till Thou see in me only what is Thine.
-G
George MacDonald (1824-1905)

What will I do should I hear God’s Truth today?

The
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A Pattern for Christ-Centered Gatherings

The Christ-centered ministry of the Holy Spirit will often transcend our ideas about “getting things
organized” while uniting our hearts in worship, appreciation, and a shared sense of Christ’ leading
and lordship.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Things that are good to do whenever we gather:
Sing to the Lord and sing to one another.

Money Matters

•
•
•
•

Robustly! Wholeheartedly! Shamelessly. Intentionally.
Celebrate in the glory of your womanhood! Set to war in the strength of your manhood!
What will you say to those watching by how you sing before your Lord?

Sing with your spirit. Sing with your understanding. (1Cor.14:15)
Pray as the Church

• Many scattered around the room offering their spoken prayers.
• Several moving to pray with those with special needs.
• Pray with your spirit. Pray with your understanding. (1Cor.14:15)
Share the Lord’s Supper together

• Anyone can, and many should, lead us: Simply tell us the gospel story and why we eat the
bread and drink the cup.

• Everyone should be able and desire to return thanks for the Bread & the Cup.

Strong Man Breakfast

CONNECT

Christ-centered Ministry & Sharing

• Personal testimonies of the leading, lordship, or influences of Christ in your life.
• Bringing a teaching, explicitly preaching, or spoken word to edify those gathered.
Read, proclaim, or declare the Scriptures
Ask questions, seek guidance, or speak to the good of the church.

• Life together is all about individual participation, interruptions, and spontaneity - all are
allowed and encouraged!

• Life together is always moving between too much of this and not enough of that. Together
we’ll figure out how to balance all things for the glory of God and the edification of His
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