
AFP has signed up to be a COVID vaccine distribution site ... we have yet to
hear if we have been selected by the State. If we are chosen, it probably
would not be until January or later.  Currently the Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine
is being distributed to hospitals and community health centers only and
front-line health professionals are first to start receiving the vaccine
(presumably during the week of Dec 13). High risk Patients in
Massachusetts will probably be offered vaccines in January and February.
The average Massachusetts resident will most likely have the opportunity
for a vaccine in March or April. (These are all guesses at this time—stay
tuned to our website or the Mass.gov website as information becomes
available.)

IMPORTANT INFORMATION...

The Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine is indicated for anyone age 16 or older and has
no contraindications other than known prior allergy to a component of the
vaccine. It is safe to give to patients who have already been infected with
COVID-19, although they need to have no fever and be past their quarantine
period.  It appears to be safe for pregnant and lactating patients, however
this has not been extensively tested and is at the discretion of the patient
and their provider. Likewise, for immunocompromised patients, patients
with HIV, patients on immune-suppressive meds and with autoimmune
diseases, ALL may have the vaccine (although it is possible that some of
them may have a less robust immune response.) These patients may want
to discuss the decision with their Provider.
 
The Vaccine is delivered in 2 doses 3 weeks apart, and may not confer
immunity until 1-2 weeks after the 2nd dose. Both doses are needed for
protection. There is no need for testing prior to receiving the vaccine. The
vaccine can cause short term side effects of fever, muscle aches, and
malaise. These are signs that the immune system recognizes the vaccine
and is producing an appropriate response. In research testing there were
NO cases of anaphylactic allergic reaction to the vaccine, however it is still
possible as with any vaccine so patients with a previous history of
anaphylactic reaction to vaccines (not to foods) should be evaluated for 30
minutes after receiving the vaccine.

At AFP we believe that the Pfizer Vaccine appears to be safe and effective
for most patients.  We welcome an appointment to discuss any individual
concerns you might have.                           
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