
 
 

 

HANDS OF HEALING, BIGGER AND BETTER 
 

In October of 2019, the Executives of 
Hands of Healing were presented with 
the opportunity to expand from the 
Houston/Baytown area to Harlingen 
TX, in the Rio Grande Valley.  The 
“potential opportunity” (facility) was 
equipped to operate a Child 
Placement Agency as well as a 
Residential Program. The Child 
Placement Agency was already in 
operation and the Residential program 
was prepared to do business but not 
yet open. 

 
The purpose of this first visit was to 
see the property and as well as meet 
the staff.  If a deal was to be made, it 
was anticipated that they would 
possibly retain a few staff members, 
but it would just depend on a few 
matters. They would just have to wait 
and see. Upon their very first visit, the 
Executive Team fell in love with the 
Child Placement Agency staff as well 
as the facility. Although they went just 
to see what could be, they left 
convinced that they had found the 
newest location for Hands of Healing 
to begin changing lives.  

     Cont… 
Within the next week, Hands of 
Healing had secured the deal of 
the Harlingen location, and with 
the assistance of Ms. Tanya 
Bryant were able to secure a 
license for the  Child Placement 
Agency.  By December 2019, 
Hands of Healing was in the RGV 
and had inherited 8 wonderful new 
employees.  
 

Over the past 9 months, the 
Executive Team, under the 
leadership of Mr. Charles Hurst 
and with the assistance of Ms. 
Gayle Curry and Lecia Hurst, have 
worked diligently to get the 
Harlingen Residential up and 
going. Expected setbacks along 
with COVID-19, presented many 
obstacles and slowed the opening 
of the doors. Thankfully, after 
much hard work and persistence, 
Hands of Healing has received 
their license to operate a 
Residential Treatment Program 
and expects to receive our first 
residents in August 2020. Big 
congrats to the Hands of Healing 
Team! 

Our Mission 
 

Our mission is to deposit seeds of 
balanced mental health, happiness and 
hope into the minds of youth with 
challenges, by creating a nurturing and 
structured environment, that will instill 
in them principles and values that will 
enable them to become productive 
members of society. 

 
We strongly believe that youth 
belong at home with their families 
and that youth are most effectively 
served in their own communities. 
Our expert staff takes pride in 
providing high-risk adolescents with 
the educational and emotional 
support, structured supervision, and 
guidance needed to empower youth 
to make positive changes in their 
lives. 
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SCHOOL DISTRICT OPENINGS 
As the start of school approaches, school districts across the state are releasing 
their plans for back-to-school amid the coronavirus pandemic. 
While some districts are reopening campuses, others are sticking to online 
learning for the time being. Here's a breakdown of Houston-area district plans:  
 
Aldine ISD 
Virtual learning from home for at least the first three weeks of the 2020-2021 
school year. 

 
Alief ISD 
Alief ISD will be 100% virtual learning for at least the first three weeks 

 
Clear Creek ISD 
Online and in-person learning plans to choose from: 
Plans are to open schools virtually on Aug. 24. Small groups of students will 
be welcomed back for in- person beginning Aug. 31.  
The district plans to open schools to all students on Sept 8 Parents will be asked 
to administer COVID-19 health assessment daily before sending kids to school 

 
 

Conroe ISD 
CISD will offer two options for students in the fall: an in-person option and a 
remote learning option. Parents and guardians must select their student's 
option by July 28 but will be allowed to change after the first nine weeks 
First day of school is Aug. 12. Traditional In-Person Instruction is scheduled to 
begin no earlier than Sept. 8 
 
Cy-Fair ISD 
During Cy-Fair ISD's second special-called meeting of the month on July 21, the 
board unanimously voted to postpone the start of the 2020-21 school year from 
Aug. 24 to Sept. 8. This move also pushes the last day of student instruction 
back from May 27 to June 3. 
 
 
 
 
 

Coronavirus Update- Abroad 

On August 5, France recorded its 
largest number of cases in the last 
two months. The country had 1,695 

cases in the last 24 hours. With 
30,000 deaths, 

France now has the third highest 
deaths in Europe, following the UK 

and Italy. 

On August 7, India officially passed 
2 million coronavirus cases. The 
country hit 1 million only three 
weeks prior. India is the third 

country to reach the 2 million mark, 
behind the US (at 4.9 million cases) 

and Brazil (at 2.9 million cases). 
 

On August 7, Africa reached 1 
million coronavirus cases across 

the continent; however, the number 
is expected to be higher as only a 

select few are being tested. 
 

On August 7, it was reported that 
most public schools in Italy plan to 
open; however, new desks may not 
arrive in time, causing the staff to 
saw in half benches and tables in 
order to meet social distancing 

guidelines. 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Fort Bend ISD 
All Fort Bend ISD schools will start the 2020-2021 academic year with virtual 
learning on Aug. 17. Online enrollment verification is from July 22 to Aug. 3. In 
the verification process, parents can indicate what their needs for transportation, 
connectivity, devices and childcare are. These responses will be used to help 
provide devices and hotspots. 
 
Friendswood ISD 
Students will be required to enroll in virtual learning beginning July 21 and no 
later than Aug. 5. 
 
Goose Creek CISD 
Delaying the start of school from Aug. 13 to Sept. 8. Students will receive 
instruction virtually for three weeks. Hybrid back-to-school model, which will 
include face-to-face instruction, limiting class sizes to 15 students. Parents can 
opt for 100 percent virtual at-home learning. 
 
Houston ISD 
Students will begin the school year virtually on Sept. 8. Online instruction will 
continue for six weeks through Oct. 16, and face-to-face instruction will begin on 
Oct. 19. 
 
Humble ISD 
Aug. 11: All students begin the year online, and online learning remains an 
option for all students based on parent choice throughout 2020- 2021. Aug. 17: 
In-person classes resume for self-contained special education students. Aug. 
24: In-person classes resume for elementary students and in-person classes 
resume on A/B schedule for middle and high school students. Oct. 12: Middle 
schools move from A/B schedule to regular schedule, and high schools continue 
on A/B schedule. 
 
Katy ISD 
School is scheduled to begin Aug. 19. In-person learning with Katy virtual 
academy begins Aug. 19. Students taking virtual classes must sign a 
commitment form by Aug. 5. 4th - 12th graders are required to wear masks. 
 
Lamar CISD 
Offering both on-campus and virtual instruction during the 2020-2021 school 
year. Commitment form to make decision on instruction style must be 
completed by August 9. All students and staff will be screened for COVID-19 
symptoms regularly and individuals who present with symptoms will be 
separated and sent home 
 
 

 
 

Positive Quote Pane: 
Below is a list of positive quotes. 
When you need encouragement, 
find something that will reassure 
you that things are going to be okay

 



 
 
 
 

La Porte ISD 
Offering two different instructional delivery formats for the 2020-2021 school 
year: face-to-face instruction and virtual learning. 
Begin school as scheduled on August 19 with virtual instruction delivered by  
teachers who will work from their campus classrooms Students will return to 
school on September 8 for face-to-face or virtual learning 
 
Magnolia ISD 
Will have in-person learning has been pushed back until at least after  
Labor Day. Parents and guardians must select the learning option,  
either face-to-face or virtual, for their children by July 29 but can change  
their decision after the first nine weeks of school 
 
Needsville ISD- 
Begin class Aug. 24 and will have a choice of attending class in person  
or virtually 
 
New Caney- 
The 2020-2021 school year will start off virtually. Teachers are expected to 
return to campus on Aug. 3. 
Superintendent Kenn Franklin said the district decided to offer online learning 
for the first few weeks of school until at least Sept. 8 
 
Pearland ISD 
In-person and online options Synchronous 
and asynchronous courses 
Registration opens on July 22 and closes on August 5 
 
Splendora ISD 
The district said it will provide students and their parents with these options: on-
site and remote learning. 
The first day of school has been moved from Aug. 12 to Aug. 17 
 
Spring Branch ISD 
Spring Branch ISD plans to begin remote learning for all students on Aug. 24. 
In-person learning for SBISD families who choose for students to physically 
return to class is scheduled for Sept. 8 
 
Tomball ISD 
First day of school pushed back to Sept. 8. Students will start either face-
to-face or online, depending on what the family chose 
 
More info can be found on HOUSTOB-KTRK 



 

 
 

Mental Health Tips (for back to school) 
3 KEYS TO A BETTER 2020–21 
In response to the upheaval of the pandemic, researchers and the 
leaders of over 100 schools focused on three fundamental areas of 
education, whether it’s in person or virtual. 

 
The pandemic precipitated a historic education disruption. In response, my 
colleagues at Baylor University and I gathered educators from around the 
world in virtual learning communities to determine how best to respond. 
Leaders from 112 schools met in virtual communities in May, June, and July 
to identify what is most important in education, regardless of delivery method. 

 
In general, we decided that the three most fundamental emphases should be 
on well-being, engagement, and feedback. We imagined a pyramid in which 
well- being is the largest section, at the pyramid’s base; engagement is the 
middle layer; and feedback is at the pyramid’s peak. 

 
Well-Being 
Well-being is the base of the pyramid because Maslow’s hierarchy takes 
priority over Bloom’s taxonomy. Maslow’s hierarchy categorizes basic human 
needs, and Bloom’s taxonomy identifies different levels of learning. If students’ 
and teachers’ physical, mental, emotional, social, and spiritual well-being are 
not intact, then nothing else really matters. 

Before they began addressing academics, the most successful schools 
ensured that they cared for teachers and students’ well-being. To that end, 
administrators set up multiple connection points each week to check in with 
teachers at their convenience. They asked teachers two simple questions: 
“How are you doing?” and “What do you need?” 

 

Teachers and administrators also made weekly well-being phone calls to every 
student’s home. Some homes received three calls a week, particularly if there 
were concerns about family well-being. Several schools used mentor groups of 
students and faculty to generate ideas for service-learning projects for their 
families and communities. These projects helped students think beyond 
themselves and reduced isolation. At one school, for instance, a team of five 
students created a tech support hotline for students or families struggling with 
technology issues that arose through distance learning. 

 



 

 

 
Engagement 
The second level in the pyramid is engagement. Students don’t learn if they’re 
not engaged. Whether learning occurs virtually or in person, we came up with 
what we called the 4 Cs of Engagement: content, competition, collaboration, 
and creation. 

Content: Through the spring, teachers discovered innovative ways to deliver 
content. Schools already using robust learning management systems like 
Schoology and Canvas made the transition to online content delivery relatively 
smoothly. For teachers of pre-K through second grade, Seesaw proved an 
invaluable tool because of its ease of use and the ability it provides to give and 
receive feedback. Tools like Edpuzzle and Pear Deck allow teachers to 
incorporate questions and interaction into videos and Google Slide 
presentations. 

 
Competition: Friendly competition, particularly for reviewing surface-level 
knowledge, has always been an excellent way to engage students. Quizlet 
has long been an excellent review tool for almost any subject area because of 
its large number of quizzes that have already been created by teachers and 
students. Also, its format enables students to receive immediate feedback on 
what they do and don’t know. Kahoot! has been a favorite for a number of 
years now and allows students to interact with each other in a game format, 
whether in person or over distance. Gimkit, developed by a high school 
student who liked Kahoot! but thought he could improve on it, is a great tool 
for review: It’s fast-paced but allows students to repeatedly review questions 
and also records how many questions each student answers correctly. 

 

Collaboration: With the move to distance learning, teachers shifted the tools 
they were using to facilitate virtual student collaboration. Three tools I was not 
aware of at the beginning of the school year that have proved to be invaluable 
are Parlay, Mentimeter, and Mural. Parlay allows teachers to track discussions 
virtually as students discuss meaningful texts. Mentimeter allows students and 
teachers to collect real-time data on students’ questions in the form of word 
clouds, rankings, and multiple-choice quizzes. Mural is a digital workspace for 
virtual collaboration that allows teachers and students to post, group, and 
reorganize ideas in real time. 

 



 

 

 
 

 

Creation: Student content creation allows for autonomy and significantly boosts 
engagement. Tools like Canva, Piktochart, and Padlet allow students to create 
digital images and content. Screencastify, GoFormative, and Loom allow students 
to annotate and explain complex problems. Flipgrid enables students to submit 
pictures and videos for feedback from teachers and students. Apple Clips and 
iMovie give students the opportunity to tell their own stories. 
 

Feedback 
We get better through forms of deliberate practice that also provide opportunities to 
receive feedback. All of the tools we used for engagement offer opportunities for 
both deep and immediate feedback. 
 
Whatever tool they use, great teachers know that they need to establish the 
criteria for success with students. Effective success criteria include answers to the 
following questions: (1) What does a good example look like? (2) What’s in it for 
the student? Students need examples and a reason to improve. With clear 
success criteria, students can self- and peer-review work. Instead of thinking in 
terms of the content they will cover next year, great teachers think about the skills 
and knowledge that students will be able to demonstrate and how they can 
provide feedback to help them get there. 
 
With the uncertainty ahead for 2020–21, clarity in these three areas is more 
important than ever. The good news is that well-being, engagement, and 
feedback are not new—they have always been the key to a good education. We 
just need to leverage resources to implement them well in 2020–21. 
 
For more info, check out: Edutopia.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Hands of Healing-RGV-CPA will hold informational sessions for 
potential Foster Parents and current Foster Parents on: 

September 16th nd December 16th ,  2020, at 10 a.m. and at 6 p.m. 
Multiple sessions have been set to accommodate working and non-
working individuals. 

**Hurricane Season: June 1st thru November 30th. 

Each Foster Parent should discuss their home’s Disaster 
Plans with children placed in their care. Evacuation routes, 
paperwork, changes of clothing, and non-perishable supplies 
should be stored 

 

 
 
      
 

  
Lisa Dakers 08/04 

LaRonda Hamilton 08/08 
LaRonda Hamilton 08/08 
TaShona Gibson 08/09 
Ciara Adams 08/11 
Klarc Slider 08/11 
Cruz, Beatriz 08/18 
Janet Hite 08/15 

Valerie Johnson 08/25 
Christopher Fultz 08/26 
Magdalena Mejia 08/26 

 
 



 

 

 

Congrats to HOH 
 

The Texas Center for Child and Family 
Studies (Center) is pleased to inform 
you that you have been selected to 
receive Resource Care Kits funded by 
our Relief, Restore, & Renew: 
Recovering from COVID‐19 project!  In 
partnership with the Office of the 
Governor, we are thrilled to be able to 
support your work as you continue to 
provide services to our most 
vulnerable children, youth, and 
families during this challenging time. 

 
The relief kits include: KIT #1 Virtual 
Training Kit This kit provides 
equipment to support online training 
and communication and includes: • 
50in Smart TV • Webcam with 
microphone • Cables 

 
These kits will be placed in our office 
and utilized for training.

August is: 
National Immunization 

Awareness Month 
 

 
 

For more info: cdc.gov 

THANK YOU 
 

We would like to thank all the 
Hands of Healing staff for being 
champions for the children and 
families that we serve. 
We would like to thank all our 
Foster Parents and Families for 
continuing to cover and care for our 
kids as you do your own! We want 
to thank our Child Placement Agency 
staff for continuing to operate under 
tough circumstances and ensuring that 
business continues. We want to give 
a special “shout out” to the staff at our 
Residential Program who’ve left their 
families daily and have shown up to 
attend to the boys in our care. We 
appreciate your sacrifice and devotion 
to the children, and our Organization! 
Please know that each of you are the 
best part of Hands of Healing and we 
appreciate you! 
 
 

Easy Pizza Recipe 
Ingredients: 
 
1 (.25 ounce) package active dry yeast    

1 teaspoon white sugar  

1 cup warm water (110 degrees F/45 degrees C)         

2 ½ cups bread flour 

2 tablespoons olive oil   

1 teaspoon salt 

Step 1‐Dissolve yeast and sugar in hot water in a bowl. Let stand until yeast forms a creamy foam, 5 to 8 

minutes.  

Step 2‐Mix 1 3/4 cup flour and salt in a large bowl. Pour in yeast mixture; mix well until dough comes 

together. 
Step 3‐Transfer dough to a floured surface and knead until smooth, adding remaining 1/4 cup flour if dough 
is too sticky, about 2 minutes. Roll dough into a 12‐inch circle. Transfer to a greased pizza pan.  
 
Top crust as desired and bake at 500 degrees F 



 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Additional resources for families during COVID-19 
 

Parenting Tips: 
https://www.who.int/campaigns/ connecting-
the-world-to-combat-coronavirus/ 
healthyathome/healthyathome 

 
Housing Assistance: https://www.tdhca.state.tx.us/ 
covid19.htm 

 
Food and necessities: https:// 
www.texastribune.org/2020/03/23/how-texans-
can-get- help-during-coronavirus-pandemic/ 

 
Free coding classes for kids: 

CODE.WHITEHATJR.COM  

UnitedWay--https://www.unitedway.org/ 

Salvation Army-https://www.salvationarmyusa.org/usn/ 
 
 
 
 
 

Great Family Movies 

The Sound of Music (1965) 

Beauty and the Beast (1991) 

Despicable Me (2010) 

A Christmas Story (1983) 

The Little Mermaid (1989) 

Peter Rabbit (2018) 
 

The Princess Bride (1987) 
 

Toy Story (1995) 
 

The Karate Kid (1984) 
 

The Hunger Games (2012) 



 

 

 

 

Organizational 

Overview 

Hands of Healing is a non‐profit Organization committed to make a difference in the lives of Children, Youth 
and Families, by seeding Health, Happiness and  
Our Organization provides a wide array of social services to underserved and "at risk" communities, in 
response to multiple contracts secured with the Texas Department of Family Protective Services and Texas 
Health and Human Services.  
 

We currently operate two General Residential Operation facilities, providing care and services to 33 male 
youth, ages 8‐17, in Baytown TX, and 30 male youth in Harlingen TX. Each program is regionally, 
demographically and culturally supportive and serve the needs of youth who are a ward of the state, from all 
regions of the state of Texas.  
 
As an Organization providing wraparound services, Hands of Healing possesses a contract and license with the 
state of Texas to provide Foster Care credentialing. This includes recruiting Foster Parents and providing 
development and training with the ultimate goal of placing children, ages 1 day to 17 years old, in suitable 
Foster homes. Our Agency is licensed to provide these services in our Houston and Harlingen offices. In June of 
2020, we obtained a contract with the state of Texas to complete adoption services. Our contracts for 
Substance Abuse, Substance Use, and Evaluation and Treatment with the State, as well as our contracts with 
Medicaid and multiple Managed Care Operations are our primary referral source for clients in need of Mental 
Health services. These services include individual and group therapy, outpatient drug treatment, drug 
education, anger management, parenting classes and much more. These services are currently available onsite 
in our Baytown office and will be available in our Harlingen office in late 2020.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Sources: 

Cdc.gov 

Edutopia:www.edutopia.gov 

Facebook.com 

HOUSTON, Texas (KTRK) 

https://wordsearchrus.com/word-search-puzzle- 
memory/ 

IDEA Public Schools: www.facebook.com › 
ideapublicschools 
 


