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The Fourth of July—also known as Independence Day 
or July 4th—has been a federal holiday in the United 
States since 1941, but the tradition of Independence 
Day celebrations goes back to the 18th century and 
the American Revolution. On July 2nd, 1776, the 
Continental Congress voted in favor of independence, 
and two days later delegates from the 13 colonies 
adopted the Declaration of Independence, a historic 
document drafted by Thomas Jefferson. From 1776 
to the present day, July 4th has been celebrated as 
the birth of American independence, with festivities 
ranging from fireworks, parades and concerts to 
more casual family gatherings and barbecues. The 
Fourth of July 2020 is on Saturday, July 4, 2020. 
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    Announcements 
CONGRATULATIONS

Effective 7/9/2020, Hands of Healing Child 
Placement Agency is officially licensed to 
complete adoptions.  
Big congrats to Ms. Tanya Bryant and her Team 
for a job well done! 

Hands of Healing-RGV-CPA will hold informational sessions for 
potential Foster Parents and current Foster Parents on: 
9/16 and 12/16 2020, at 10 a.m. and at 6 p.m. Multiple sessions 
have been set to to accommodate working and non-working 
individuals. 

**Hurricane Season: June 1st thru November 30th.
Each Foster Parent should discuss their home’s Disaster Plans 
with children placed in their care. Evacuation routes, paperwork, 
changes of clothing, and non-perishable supplies should be stored 
in an area that is easy to access. 
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In Loving Memory of Angel Laurence Vanterpool 
Sunrise: 5/10/1964 Sunset: 7/2/2020 

Our dear friend, brother, and partner Angel Vanterpool gained his heavenly wings on July 2, 2020. Many of you knew Angel for his big 
smile, playful spirit, willing heart to bless others or even as your boss. However, Angel was much more than that! Angel was a loving 
Husband, awesome Father, amazing Son, Uncle, Cousin and just a wonderful person. He was also a very dedicated Deacon at his church 
and worked with the children’s department on a state level for his church organization, as well ran a thriving Real Estate company.  As you 
can see, he had many jobs! For us his partners, he will always be remembered for his classic quote and beginning to many of his 
statements “in my professional opinion”. Angel was an integral part of our Executive Team and Board, and Director of the Hands of 
Healing Treatment Program.  What many did not know is that Angel was the reason that there is a Hands of Healing, as he was the one 
responsible for introducing the Executives and responsible for introducing the concept of creating a residential program that would actually 
make a difference. Angel’s absence will make an indelible mark on our Organization, and he will be sorely missed.  Together in his honor, 
let’s all continue to be our best, and fulfill the mission of sowing seeds of health, hope and happiness, one child/family and home at a time. 
In doing this, we will honor Angel. So… Angel Vanterpool, you are gone, but will not be forgotten! Rest well our friend! 

 Mr. Vanterpool was a kind and respectful man, who had a BIG heart for the children that we serve. Mr. Vanterpool will be dearly missed. 
Rest easy, as we carry on the vision you helped create.  

 -Scotti  

Mr. Angel Vanterpool,  
A man of few words, yet always encouraging. He often would treat the boys and staff to lunch after attending his church on Sundays. He 
opened opportunity for individual growth and providing me new opportunities helping different programs. Mr. Vanterpool was a kind, 
sweet, and caring man, who always encouraged you to look at different perspectives, and grow as a person. A man of God. A listening 
ear, when you were in need. Mr. Vanterpool will always be part of the heart that built HOH, and has provided so many youth boys and 
adults, with the opportunity to make a difference. You made a difference, Mr. Vanterpool. You will be missed greatly and will continue to 
stay in our hearts.  
With love,  
-Maria LaFlam.  

I would like to extend my condolences to the Vanterpool Family.  I have known Mr. Vanterpool for 15 years.  He looked out for me when I 
would go visit TYC just because Hurst told him to. He started that “Hurst girl” years ago.  I always respected his hustle and how he was 
always willing to learn something from me even though he had nothing to do with it. LOL 
The black truck pulling up and everyone running back to their office acting busy. It didn’t matter if he needed you, he was coming. You 
will be missed Mr. Vanterpool.  

 With love, 
 Taneccia Gibson 

Mr. Vanterpool,  
Thank you for bringing the Hands of Healing executive team together. May you Rest In Peace knowing so many families and youth have 
and will continue to experience health, happiness and hope because of the seeds you planted.  
My deepest sympathies go out to your family, friends, partners and colleagues. May they find comfort in knowing what a difference your 
time on this Earth made. 

Respectfully, 
Gayle 

Tributes
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 Current Events 

Gov. Greg Abbott on Monday 
announced his next wave of reopening 
designed to restart the Texas economy 
during the coronavirus pandemic, 
saying child care facilities can reopen 
immediately, bars can open May 22 
with limited capacity and sporting 
events can return without fans at the 
end of the month, the Texas 
Tribune said. Abbott also said he 
would permit restaurants to operate at 

50% capacity starting May 22, up from 
25% that is allowed now. 

Hair and nail salons reopened May 
8 with restrictions on capacity and 
distances and gyms got back to 
business on May 18, Gov. Abbott said.  

Bars, meanwhile, will remain 

shuttered pending more information 
on the best ways to keep staff and 
customers safe amid the fast-
spreading pandemic, Abbott said. 

Every restaurant and retailer across
the state was allowed to open doors to
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Outdoor sports such as golf and tennis 
can resume, as long as four people or 

Current Events:
Corona Virus Pandemic Update
On July 2, 2020 Governor Greg Abbott today 
issued an Executive Order requiring all Texans to 
wear a face covering over the nose and mouth in 
public spaces in counties with 20 or more positive 
COVID-19 cases, with few exceptions. The 
Governor also issued a proclamation 
giving mayors and county judges the ability to 
impose restrictions on some outdoor gatherings 
of over 10 people, and making it mandatory that, 
with certain exceptions, people cannot be in 
groups larger than ten and must maintain six feet 
of social distancing from others.  

What is the Black Lives Matter Movement? 

Black Lives Matter (BLM) is an organized movement in 

the United States advocating for non-violent civil 

disobedience in protest against incidents of police 

brutality against African American people.  

When did the BLM movement begin? 

Black Lives Matter was founded on July 13, 2013 but 

was formed in 2014. 

What is the goal? 

The movement was formed as a response to sustained 

and increasingly visible violence against black 

communities, with the purpose of creating a united 

front and establishing a political platform.  “Black 

Lives Matter began as a call to action in response to 

state-sanctioned violence and anti-Black racism. Our 

intention from the very beginning was to connect Black 

people from all over the world who have a shared desire 

for justice to act together in their communities. The 

impetus for that commitment was, and still is, the 

rampant and deliberate violence inflicted on u s by the

state.” https://blacklivesmatter.com/what-we-belie ve/ 

Who started the BLM movement? 

Alicia Garza, Patrisse Cullors and  Opal Tometi 

Source: Wikipedia and 

https://blacklivesmatter.com/what-we-believe/ 

Whether you agree or disagree with this cause or even 

the methodology that is being used by the BLM

Organization, there has definitely been an awareness

made all over the world of how everyone deserves

justice and equality. With recent events with George

Floyd being brutally murdered by several police

officers, even further awareness has been made of the

movement, and for the need for social justice and the

end of police brutality. (For more information 

regarding the BLM Movement go to:

https://blacklivesmatter.com/what-we-believe/)

Whether you agree or disagree with this cause or even the 
methodology that is being used by the BLM Organization, it 
cannot be debated that there has definitely been an 
awareness made all over the world and opened the 
conversation of how everyone deserves justice and equality. 
For more information regarding the BLM Movement go to: 
https://blacklivesmatter.com/what-we-believe/)

←←←←

https://www.texastribune.org/2020/05/18/texas-reopening-coronavirus-updates-greg-abbott-press-conference/
https://www.texastribune.org/2020/05/18/texas-reopening-coronavirus-updates-greg-abbott-press-conference/
https://www.caller.com/story/news/local/texas/state-bureau/2020/05/05/where-texas-stands-after-covid-19-restrictions-have-eased/3084237001/
https://www.caller.com/story/news/local/texas/state-bureau/2020/05/05/where-texas-stands-after-covid-19-restrictions-have-eased/3084237001/
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Cooking Corner 

Classic Bagged Ice-Cream 

Ingredients 

 1 c. half  and half milk 

2 tbsp. granulated sugar 

1/2 tsp. pure vanilla extract 

3 c. ice 

1/3 c. kosher salt 

(Serves 1, and only takes 10 minutes!) 

Directions 

1. Get a small resealable plastic bag, combine half-and-half milk, sugar, and
vanilla. Push out excess air and seal.

2. Into a large resealable plastic bag, combine ice and salt. Place small bag
inside the bigger bag and shake vigorously, 7 to 10 minutes, until ice
cream has hardened.

3. Remove from bag and enjoy with your favorite ice cream toppings.

Top 10 “Family” 
Movies to Watch! 

1. The Lion King (1994)
2. Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's

Stone (2001)
3. Star Wars (1977)
4. The Goonies (1985)
5. Mary Poppins (1964)
6. Home Alone (1990)
7. Frozen (2013)
8. Finding Nemo (2003)
9. Inside Out (2015)
10. The Wizard of Oz (1939)
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Awareness Month & Mental Health Tips 

  Mental Health Tip 

“You don't have to see the whole staircase, just take the first step." 
- Martin Luther King, Jr. 
What does this mean, you may ask? Well, we know that it can be extremely 
difficult to withstand storms in your life and get past obstacles that you are facing 
constantly. Taking the first step can help avoid unnecessary struggles and help lead 
you to a better place in your life. If you don’t know what that “first step” is, ask 
someone you that trust for help, like a friend, guardian or therapist. 
This is in itself a first step, and they may be able to help you move forward in taking 
that next step. 

July has been Minority Mental Health Month since 2008. Back in May we addressed mental health awareness, 

but there are factors affecting mental health that are particular to minority communities. People of color, 

immigrants and their families, LGBTQIA people, and other underrepresented groups face unique struggles in 

regard to mental illness in the United States.

For more info, check out:https://www.mhanational.org/31-tips-boost-your-mental-health 

Source: https://www.mhanational.org/31-tips-boost-your-mental-health

https://nami.org/Get-Involved/Raise-Awareness/Awareness-Events/National-Minority-Mental-Health-Awareness-Month
http://blog.needymeds.org/2019/05/08/mental-health-month-2019/
https://www.mentalhealthamerica.net/conditions/minority-mental-health
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Why we do what we do (submitted by Maria Laflam)
This is a kid who came to our program, unsure, and left successfully.  
We  have had one of our children leave the program and go home a few 
months ago. Recently, he called the facility to let us know he is doing well 
with his mother. He also wanted to thank us for not giving up on him, and 
giving him memories of his childhood that are happy. He said HOH has taught 
him to be strong, and to think about his choices. The caseworker assigned to 
him stated he has shown “gratitude” for his time spent at HOH and he is 
doing very well with his mother.   

HAPPY BIRTHDAY SHOUTOUTS!!! 

Bria Fontenot 7/2 
Ruth Guillen 7/3 

Grace Henry 7/21 
Kaleb Swigert  7/21 
David Wilson 7/23 
Roberto Esparza            7/31 
Linton Muhamad 7/31 

cWe would like to thank all the Hands of Healing staff for being champions for the children and
families that we serve.  We would like to thank all our Foster Parents and Families for continuing to 
cover and care for our kids as you do your own! We want to thank our Child Placement Agency staff 
for continuing to operate under tough circumstances and ensuring that business continues. We 
want to give a special “shout out” to the staff at our Residential Program who’ve left their families 
daily and have shown up to attend to the boys in our care.  We appreciate your sacrifice and 
devotion to the children, and our Organization! Please know that each of you are the best part of 
Hands of Healing and we appreciate you! 

THANK-YOU TO OUR WONDERFUL “HOH” STAFF 
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Hands of Healing is a non-profit Organization committed to make a difference in the lives of Children, Youth and Families, 
by seeding Health, Happiness and Hope, one home at a time. 

Our Organization provides a wide array of social services to underserved and "at risk" communities, in response to multiple 
contracts secured with the Texas Department of Family Protective Services and Texas Health and Human Services.

We currently operate two General Residential Operation facilities, providing care and services to 33 male youth, ages 8-17, 
in Baytown TX, and 30 male youth in Harlingen TX. Each program is regionally, demographically and culturally supportive 
and serve the needs of youth who are a ward of the state, from all regions of the state of Texas. As a wraparound service 
Organization, Hands of Healing possesses a contract and license with the state of Texas, to providing Foster Care 
credentialing. This includes, marketing and procuring potential Foster Parents, providing Foster Home development, 
provide Foster Parent training with the goal of placing, ages 1 day to 17 years old in suitable Foster homes. Our agency is 
licensed to provide these services in both our Houston and Harlingen offices. We are also officially contracted with the 
state of Texas to provide adoption services.

Our contracts for Substance Abuse, Substance Use, and Evaluation and Treatment with the state, as well as our contracts 
with Medicaid and multiple Managed Care Operations are our primary referral source for clients in need of therapeutic 
services. These services include individual and group therapy, outpatient drug treatment, drug education, anger 
management, parenting classes and much more. These services are currently available onsite in our Baytown office and 
will be available in our Harlingen office by September 2020.

Hands of Healing also offers ancillary services such as hospital sitting and elective and court mandated supervised visitation.

OUR MISSION: 

Our mission is to deposit seeds of balanced mental health, happiness and hope into the minds of youth 

with challenges, by creating a nurturing and structured environment, that will instill in them principles 

and values that will enable them to become productive members of society.  

We strongly believe that youth belong at home with their families and that youth are most effectively 

served in their own communities. Our expert staff takes pride in providing high-risk adolescents with 

the educational and emotional support, structured supervision, and guidance needed to empower youth 

to make positive changes in their lives. 

Sourcing https://www.timeout.com/new-york-kids/things-to-do/films-for-families-the-top-50-movies-

to-watch-as-a-family 

www.delish.com 

 https://www.mhanational.org/31-tips-boost-your-mental-health 

ORGANIZATION OVERVIEW 

https://www.timeout.com/new-york-kids/things-to-do/films-for-families-the-top-50-movies-to-watch-as-a-family
https://www.timeout.com/new-york-kids/things-to-do/films-for-families-the-top-50-movies-to-watch-as-a-family
http://www.delish.com/
https://www.mhanational.org/31-tips-boost-your-mental-health



