
AND NOW THESE THREE REMAIN: FAITH, HOPE AND LOVE. BUT THE 
GREATEST OF THESE IS LOVE.

1 CORINTHIANS 13:13

Congratulations!  We know how important a perfect 
wedding day is, and we know there are many details to 
consider.  Our Wedding Coordinator is here to make sure 
your wedding service runs smoothly. Please contact us as 
you begin planning your wedding so we can help you to 
coordinate all aspects of the wedding service here at St. 
Francis.  The Wedding Coordinator will be present during 
the rehearsal and the wedding  to help.   If you have any 
questions, please contact the church office.

WE ARE HERE TO HELP

WEDDING SERVICE CHECKLIST

Initial meeting with officiating priest
Consult with Organist/Choirmaster regarding 
wedding music
Consult wtih Wedding Coordinator about:
 flowers, candles, altar hangings
 photography & videography
 processional & recessional
 wedding rehearsal
Reserve church facilities for reception, if 
desired
Apply for marriage license (at least two 
weeks prior to wedding)
Provide copies of marriage license to church 
office (prior to wedding rehearsal)
Inform photographer of church photograhy 
policy
Deliver checks to church office for any 
associated fees (due a week prior to 
wedding)

Love is patient, love is kind.
It does not envy, it does not boast,

it is not proud. 
It does not dishonor others,

it is not self-seeking,
it is not easily angered,

it keeps no record of wrongs. 
Love does not delight in evil
but rejoices with the truth. 

It always protects, always trusts,
always hopes, always perseveres. 

Love never fails. 
    1 Corinthians 13:4-8 Weddings 
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participating in the service.  The church has an audio and 
a video recording system that can record the wedding 
for a nominal charge.  Plans for any other recording of 
the wedding must be approved by the officiating priest 
well in advance of the wedding.  

REHEARSAL
The wedding rehearsal is typically held the evening 
before the wedding and lasts about an hour.  The priest 
will run the rehearsal wih assistance from the Wedding 
Coordinator.  The bride, groom and all members of the 
wedding party are expected to attend the rehearsal.

RECEPTION
Parish facilities may be reserved for your reception, 
if they are available.  Our spacious church hall has a 
commercial kitchen, a dance floor, nearby restrooms, 
and plenty of space for seating, a buffet, and a DJ or 
band.  The church undercroft and our sunny library are 
available for small gatherings.   All church facilities are 
handicap accessible.  Please reserve the space well in 
advance through the church office. 

We welcome an honoraium for the Rector, which will be directed to his 
discretionary fund.  Make checks payable to St. Francis Episcopal Church, except 
for individual participants such as the clergy, Organist-Choirmaster, and soloists.

A valid marriage license from Montgomery County, Maryland is necessary 
before any wedding may be performed.  You are encouraged to apply 
for the license at least two (2) weeks before the wedding.  There is a 
forty-eight (48) hour waiting period in Montgomery County.  Please 
bring all copies of the marriage license to the church office as soon as 
you have obtained them.  your copy will be returned to you after the 
wedding, and the office will file the appropriate copies with the County.

WEDDING FEES
These fees are set by the vestry and reflect the costs incurred by the 
parish when a wedding is held here (i.e., setup, personnel, cleaning, 
etc).  If these fees become a burden, you are encouraged to discuss 
this with the Rector.  We request all fees be paid at least one week 
in advance of your wedding.  

The use of St. Francis for weddings by non- parishioners is rare
and must be approved by the Rector. 

PARISHIONER NON-
PARISHIONER

GENERAL FEE $625 $1825

ORGANIST
(REHEARSAL FEE)

$400
($100)

$400
($100)

SOLOIST (EACH) $300 $300

ALTAR
FLOWERS $250 $250

AUDIO
RECORDING $40 $40

VIDEO 
RECORDING $60 $60

RECEPTION 
HALL $1000 $1300
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The Church does not traditionally schedule weddings during the season of Lent.  In 
addition, scheduling of weddings between the Fourth Sunday of Advent and the Sunday 
after Christmas can prove difficult.  In order to have adequate time to prepare the church 

for Sunday worship, wedding will be scheduled no later than 6:00pm on Saturdays.
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S EPISCOPAL WEDDING SERVICE
The Episcopal Wedding Service is a traditional service 
that includes Bible readings, prayers, hymns, and, if 
desired, Holy Communion.  Our Rector will help you 
select appropriate prayers, readings and hymns.  

WEDDING MUSIC
Wedding music, if desired, is under the direction of the 
Organist and Choirmaster, who plays for all weddings 
held in the parish.  Please consult with him in advance 
concerning appropriate music and associated 
permissions to use musical selections.  He will engage 
vocal or instrumental soloists if you like, and external 
soloists may be invited to perform with his permission.  The 
organist is not typically present at the wedding rehearsal, 
but may attend for an additional fee.

ALTAR DECORATIONS
For weddings, the altar may be decorated 
with altar hangings, flowers and candles.  
The Wedding Coordinator will help 
select appropriate altar hangings.  
Arrangements for your flowers should 
be made in consulation with your florist 
and the Wedding Coordinator.  Our 
highly talented flower guild is  available 
to create altar flowers for you - their 
expertise is evident in the wide variety of 
exquisite arrangements they do for church 
services and events.  Ask the Wedding 
Coordinator to show you photos of their 
arrangements and to put you in touch with 

the designers if you would like to consult with them. 

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEOGRAPHY
Due to the dignity of the wedding as a service of 
worship, the taking of photographs during the service 
should be respectful and unobtrusive.  Photographers 
are not permitted on the altar during the service, and 
should not be distracting to those leading, watching,  or 


