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WELCOME TO FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH!   
 
    We gather here every Sunday to experience the life changing 

and life giving grace of God.  In this place we discover the truth 

of which the Bible speaks, “So if anyone is in Christ, there is a 

new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything 

has become new!” (2 Cor. 5:17). 

 

    We are thankful for your presence among us, thankful to God 

for His abiding presence that goes with you this week, and 

hopeful that you will be among us when we gather again. 
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THE SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
     July 24, 2022 

      8:15 AM & 10:00 AM 

       

THE WORSHIP SERVICE 
          

The beginning of the organ prelude is a call to silent, personal 

preparation for the worship of God. 

 

 

GATHERING 

 
PRE-PRELUDE      Holy, Holy, Holy & A Mighty Fortress 

                                 (arr. Dewey Owens) 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

PRELUDE         The Minstrel's Adieu to his Native Land 

       (John Thomas) 

 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that 

is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who forgives all our sin, 

whose mercy endures forever. 

Amen. 

The presiding minister may lead one of the following or another 

prayer of preparation. 



 

3 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 

from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by 

the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and 

worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

One of the following or another confession is prayed. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection. 

Gracious God, 

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and 

given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and 

humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and 

unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. 

Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may 

live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

The presiding minister announces God’s forgiveness with these or 

similar words. 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, 

and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. 

In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God 

strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live 

in your hearts through faith. 

Amen. 

The assembly stands. 
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The service continues with gathering song. 

HYMN   “Day by Day”        #790 
 

Day by day, your mercies, Lord, attend me, bringing comfort to my 

anxious soul. 

Day by day, the blessings, Lord, you send me draw me nearer to my 

heav'nly goal. 

Love divine, beyond all mortal measure, brings to naught the 

burdens of my quest; 

Savior, lead me to the home I treasure, where at last I'll find eternal 

rest. 
 

Day by day, I know you will provide me strength to serve and 

wisdom to obey;   

I will seek your loving will to guide me o'er the paths I struggle day 

by day. 

I will fear no evil of the morrow, I will trust in your enduring grace. 

Savior, help me bear life's pain and sorrow till in glory I behold you 

face. 
 

Oh, what joy to know that you are near me when my burdens grow 

too great to bear; 

Oh, what joy to know that you will hear me when I come, O Lord, to 

you in prayer. 

Day by day, no matter what betide me, you will hold me ever in your 

hand. 

Savior, with your presence here to guide me, I will reach at last the 

promised land. 

 

 

Greeting  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
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This Is the Feast 
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Prayer of the Day    
 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
  

Let us pray  

Almighty and ever-living God, you are always more ready to hear 

than we are to pray, and you gladly give more than we either desire 

or deserve.  Pour upon us your abundant mercy.  Forgive us those 

things that weigh on our conscience, and give us those good things 

that come only through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord.      Amen.    
 

The assembly is seated. 

 

 
 

                              WORD  
 

First Reading    Genesis 18:20-32  
 

The Lord said, “How great is the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah 

and how very grave their sin! 21I must go down and see whether they 

have done altogether according to the outcry that has come to me; and 

if not, I will know.”  
 

22So the men turned from there, and went toward Sodom, while 

Abraham remained standing before the Lord. 23Then Abraham came 

near and said, “Will you indeed sweep away the righteous with the 

wicked? 24Suppose there are fifty righteous within the city; will you 

then sweep away the place and not forgive it for the fifty righteous who 

are in it? 25Far be it from you to do such a thing, to slay the righteous 

with the wicked, so that the righteous fare as the wicked! Far be that 

from you! Shall not the Judge of all the earth do what is just?” 26And 

the Lord said, “If I find at Sodom fifty righteous in the city, I will 

forgive the whole place for their sake.” 27Abraham answered, “Let me 

take it upon myself to speak to the Lord, I who am but dust and 

ashes. 28Suppose five of the fifty righteous are lacking? Will you 

destroy the whole city for lack of five?” And he said, “I will not destroy 
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it if I find forty-five there.” 29Again he spoke to him, “Suppose forty 

are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of forty I will not do 

it.” 30Then he said, “Oh do not let the Lord be angry if I speak. Suppose 

thirty are found there.” He answered, “I will not do it, if I find thirty 

there.” 31He said, “Let me take it upon myself to speak to the Lord. 

Suppose twenty are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of twenty 

I will not destroy it.” 32Then he said, “Oh do not let the Lord be angry if 

I speak just once more. Suppose ten are found there.” He answered, 

“For the sake of ten I will not destroy it.”  
 

   L:The Word of the Lord.   R:Thanks be to God! 

 

Psalm 138    (Read Responsively)                                                                                                                                                                                         

1I will give thanks to you, O LORD, with | my whole heart; 

 before the gods I will | sing your praise. 
2I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name,  

because of your steadfast | love and faithfulness; 

 for you have glorified your name and your word a- | bove all 

things. 
3When I called, you | answered me; 

 you increased my | strength within me. 
4All the rulers of the earth will praise | you, O LORD, 

 when they have heard the words | of your mouth. 
5They will sing of the ways | of the LORD, 

 that great is the glory | of the LORD. 
6The LORD is high, yet cares | for the lowly, 

 perceiving the haughty | from afar. 
7Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you | keep me safe; 

 you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies;  

 your right | hand shall save me. 
8You will make good your pur- | pose for me; 

 O LORD, your steadfast love endures forever;  

 do not abandon the works | of your hands. 
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Second Reading        Colossians 2:6-15 [16-19]  
 

6As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to live 

your lives in him, 7rooted and built up in him and established in the 

faith, just as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving.  
 

8See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty 

deceit, according to human tradition, according to the elemental spirits 

of the universe, and not according to Christ. 9For in him the whole 

fullness of deity dwells bodily, 10and you have come to fullness in him, 

who is the head of every ruler and authority. 11In him also you were 

circumcised with a spiritual circumcision, by putting off the body of the 

flesh in the circumcision of Christ; 12when you were buried with him in 

baptism, you were also raised with him through faith in the power of 

God, who raised him from the dead. 13And when you were dead in 

trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made you alive 

together with him, when he forgave us all our trespasses, 14erasing the 

record that stood against us with its legal demands. He set this aside, 

nailing it to the cross. 15He disarmed the rulers and authorities and 

made a public example of them, triumphing over them in it.  
 
16Therefore do not let anyone condemn you in matters of food and 

drink or of observing festivals, new moons, or sabbaths. 17These are 

only a shadow of what is to come, but the substance belongs to 

Christ. 18Do not let anyone disqualify you, insisting on self-abasement 

and worship of angels, dwelling on visions, puffed up without cause by 

a human way of thinking, 19and not holding fast to the head, from 

whom the whole body, nourished and held together by its ligaments 

and sinews, grows with a growth that is from God. 

 

L:The Word of the Lord.    R:Thanks be to God! 

Gospel Acclamation 
 

Alleluia. Ask, and it will be given you; search and | you will find; 

 knock, and the door will be o- | pened to you.  Alleluia. 
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Gospel         Luke 11:1-13 
 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 11th chapter. 

R/ Glory to you, O Lord.   
 

Jesus was praying in a certain place, and after he had finished, one of his 

disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his 

disciples.” 2He said to them, “When you pray, say: 
 

Father, hallowed be your name. 

   Your kingdom come.  
3   Give us each day our daily bread.  
4   And forgive us our sins, 

     for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us. 

   And do not bring us to the time of trial.” 
 

5 And he said to them, “Suppose one of you has a friend, and you go to 

him at midnight and say to him, “Friend, lend me three loaves of 

bread;6for a friend of mine has arrived, and I have nothing to set before 

him.”7And he answers from within, “Do not bother me; the door has 

already been locked, and my children are with me in bed; I cannot get up 

and give you anything.” 8I tell you, even though he will not get up and 

give him anything because he is his friend, at least because of his 

persistence he will get up and give him whatever he needs. 
 

9 ”So I say to you, Ask, and it will be given to you; search, and you will 

find; knock, and the door will be opened for you. 10For everyone who 

asks receives, and everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who 

knocks, the door will be opened. 11Is there anyone among you who, if 

your child asks for a fish, will give a snake instead of a fish? 12Or if the 

child asks for an egg, will give a scorpion? 13If you then, who are evil, 

know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the 

heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!” 

 

P/The Gospel of the Lord. R/ Praise to you, O Christ.    
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Youth Sermon (10:00 am) 

 

Sermon                   
 

HYMN   “When You Are Praying”    

 (Tune #886, “O for a Thousand Tongues”) 
 

"When you are praying, Jesus said, "Don't put on vain displays, 

But close your door and speak your heart, and humbly offer praise." 
 

Our Father in the heavenly realm, our Abba, ever near, 

You name is holy, set apart; O bring your kingdom here! 
 

God, give us all we daily need and we will be content; 

Forgive our sins as we forgive the wrongs that we resent. 
 

God, give us grace to follow you; protect us on your Way. 

When evil tempts us from  your path, deliver us, we pray. 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED    
 

With the whole church we confess our faith.  
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead 

 On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting.  Amen 
 

Prayers of the Church      
 To stay current with our many continuing prayer needs, we will 

refresh our prayer list at the beginning of each new month by starting 

with a clean slate.  We understand that many people will continue to 

need prayer beyond the length of one month.  If you wish to continue to 

have someone listed in the bulletin for public  prayer, please call the 

office by the last Wednesday of the month. 
 

Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us come near to the Holy One in 

prayer. 
 

At each petition, 

Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
 

The presiding minister concludes the prayers with these words. 

Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us forever 

in your steadfast love; through Jesus Christ, our holy Wisdom. 

Amen. 

 

The Peace     
 

The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of 

the risen Christ. 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ's peace, and 

may say Peace be with you or similar words. 

The assembly is seated.     
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THE MEAL 
Offering 

Offertory            The Little Fountain 
                           Samuel Pratt 

Offertory Response:  

 
 

 

Offertory Prayer      (in unison) 

Let us pray  

God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you 

open your hand in blessing. Fill us with good things at your table, 

that we may come to the help of all in need, through Jesus Christ, 

our redeemer and Lord. Amen. 
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Great Thanksgiving  
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, 

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting 

life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

14 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

The presiding minister continues, using one of the following or another 

appropriate form. 

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 

who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 

who preached good news to the poor, 

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 

we await his coming in glory. 
 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 

the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

be all honor and glory, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer 
Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever.  
 

    Amen. 

 
The presiding minister may address the assembly in these or similar words. 

 

The gifts of God for the people of God.  Taste and see that the Lord is 

good. 

 
COMMUNION 
  

All who wish to receive the body and blood of Jesus for the forgiveness 

of their sins and the nourishment of their lives are welcome.  

It is not necessary to be a member of First Lutheran to receive the 

sacrament.   
 

For those receiving the sacrament please note the following: 

We are returning to communion at the rail for those who desire.   

• We encourage everyone to continue using hand sanitizer before 

coming forward for communion 
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• As you approach the chancel, take a plastic cup from the tray. 

• The communion rail will fill from both sides of the congregation.   

• We encourage everyone to leave added space at the rail, primarily 

between family units. 

• Cups can be placed in the receptacles near each side aisle as you 

return to your pew. 

• For those who would like to receive communion, but are not 

comfortable coming to the rail, please let an Usher know so that 

the Pastor and Assisting Minister can bring communion to you. 

 
 

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 

The body of Christ, given for you. 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

and each person may respond Amen. 

  

 
After all have received, 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep                     

you in his grace. Amen.  
 

 

   
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
The assisting minister leads a prayer after communion. 

Let us pray. 

God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have 

united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us 

forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming 

love to the world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, 

our Lord. 

Amen. 
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SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Blessing 
The presiding minister proclaims God's blessing. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 
 

 

HYMN   “This is My Song”      #887 
 

This is my song, O God of all the nations, a song of peace for lands 

afar and mine. 

This is my home, the country where my heart is; here are my 

hopes, my dreams, my holy shrine; 

But other hearts in other lands are beating with hopes and dreams 

as true and high as mine. 

 

My country's skies are bluer than the ocean, and sunlight beams on 

cloverleaf and pine. 

But other lands have sunlight too, and clover, and skies are 

ev'rywhere as blue as mine. 

So hear my song, O God of all the nations, a song of peace for their 

land and for mine. 

 

This is my prayer, O God of all the earth's kingdoms, your 

kingdom come; on earth your will be done. 

O God, be lifted up till all shall serve you, and hearts united learn 

to live as one. 

So hear my prayer, O God of all the nations; myself I give you: let 

your will be done. 
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Dismissal 
Go in peace.  Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God. 

  
 

From Evangelical Lutheran Worship © 2006. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission of Augsburg 

Fortress under license #SB144012. 

First 2 readings and the Gospel Reading:  New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division 

of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. 

Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 

The prayers of intercession (printed in each Sunday/festival section) may be reproduced for onetime, non-sale 

use, provided copies are for local use only and the following copyright notice appears: From Sundays and 

Seasons, copyright @2021 Augsburg Fortress. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

SERVING TODAY: 
 

ACOLTYES are Aaron Woodley and Bradley Schmidt. 
 

LECTORS are Sue Boggs and Dianna Marusko. 
 

WORSHIP ASSISTANT is Dianna Marusko. 

 

SERVING IN JULY: 

 
ALTAR GUILD for July includes Roberta Laciak – coordinator, Ann 

Copper and Evelyn Sager. 

 

USHERS for July include at 8:15 Brian Erdman and Bud Nusselt; at 

10:00 Al Danilko, Barry Attenberger, and Bob Errett. 

 

BLESSED TO BLESS 
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PRAYER CONCERNS: 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER this week Brandie, Suzy, Lois, 

Carol, Terry, Joyce, Cullen, Doug, Gavin, Judy, Christopher, Darlene, 

Dale, Rich, Felicia, Mary, Philip, Kacie, Peyton and her father, Pastor 

Bob, Tara, Kathleen, Bobbie, Barbara, Emory, Matt, Mia, Christina, and 

Kevin. 

THE ALTAR FLOWERS are given honor of my children, 

grandchildren, and great grandchildren by Gwen Irwin  

PRAYER REQUESTS for First’s Prayer Chain may be made at any time 

by calling the church office or by writing the request on the prayer cards 

in the pew racks and placing it in the offering plate.  If for whatever 

reason you do not want your name listed but would like to be on the 

prayer list, just let us know when you make your request. 

EXCELA HEALTH has changed their policy and will no longer notify 

the church of admissions.  Please notify the pastor or call the church 

office if you or your loved one is hospitalized. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  

“Behold, God is my helper;  
it is the Lord who sustains my life."  

        Psalm 54:4  
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION: 

THANKS to Julianna Matteo for her ministry of music today.  Juliana, 

16, is a junior at Penn-Trafford High School.  She has been studying harp 

for the past 7 years with Gretchen Van Hoesen of the Pittsburgh 

Symphony.  Juliana is a member of the Pittsburgh Youth Symphony and 

recently performed at Carnegie Hall in New York City with the Three 

Rivers Young People’s Orchestra.  She has participated in numerous 

concerts around the region including holiday concerts at PPG 

Wintergarden, Carnegie Music Hall, and many other locations.  In 2022, 

she was a winner of the Pittsburgh Concert Society Young Artist 

Competition, and in 2021 was the winner of the Westmoreland Symphony 

Orchestra Young Artist Competition in the instrumental division.  Juliana 

plays saxophone in the marching band, concert band, and jazz band.  Her 

interests include ballet, dancing in feature roles with the Laurel Ballet. 
 

PROPERTY Wednesday, 6:30 PM. 

FOOD FROM THE HEART Wednesday lunch has resumed as a 

BROWN BAG lunch provided from 12 to 12:45 PM.  Lunches will be 

available for pick up by people walking at the gate to the park and to those 

driving at the basement door on Bononi Way (alley behind the church). 

UPCOMING GUEST MUSICIANS:  July 31 (Corey Beck, marimba); 

August 7 (Christina Andrae, flute); August 14 (Nancy Sheehan and 

Marvin Huls, organ/piano duet). 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS:  We are looking for Worship Assistants.  

Have you thought this might be a way you can serve the church?  Do you 

have questions?  Are you concerned about schedules?  Please contact 

Pastor Chris if you think you might want to serve and we can discuss any 

questions or concerns you might have. 
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PASTOR’S CONTACT INFORMATION:  Pastor Chris Combs may 

be reached either by calling the church office at 724-834-1457, by email 

at PastorChris@felchurch.org or by calling or texting his cell phone at 

412-973-4179. If the concern is of an urgent nature, please call his cell 

phone. 

A NURSERY is available for children to use on the second floor of the 

Education Building, down the hall from the Library. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THRIVENT FINANCIAL ACTION 
SCHOOL SUPPLIES DRIVE 

July 1 – July 25 

In family emergencies, Westmoreland County Children’s 

Bureau is contacted to make arrangements for children from birth to 21 

years of age.  Oftentimes these children are removed from their homes 

with only the clothes on their backs and little if any personal belongings, 

such as school supplies.  One way you can help these children in need is 

to donate school supplies (Thrivent is purchasing the backpacks).  

Collection boxes for the school supplies will be located in the education 

building foyer, the narthex at the back of the church and the fellowship 

hall. The following items are needed to fill the backpacks: 

#2 pencils, erasers, pencil pouch, plan pocket folders,  

spiral notebooks, composition book (100 pages), ruler, 

glue sticks, index cards, crayons, colored pencils 
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SUMMER FOOD DRIVE 

During the summer months, the Social Ministry Activation Team will be 

collecting nonperishable items for our Emergency Food Cupboard.  These 

items will be used to assist many individuals and families in our 

community. 
  
  July is  “Carb Month”.   Suggested items are: 

  Pasta / pasta sauce 

  Pouch / Box sides  (pasta/rice/potato/stuffing, etc.)   

  Mac & Cheese  

  Crackers (saltines, etc.) 
 

 August is  “Canned Food Month”.   Items especially needed are: 

  Soup  

  Fruit 

  Canned pasta (SpaghettiOs, etc.) 
  

A box is located in the education building foyer for your donations. 


