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SPECIAL REPORT 
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YOUR AUTO ACCIDENT CASE, CONTRIBUTORY NEGLIGENCE, 

AND THE STATUTE OF LIMITATION IN MARYLAND 

 

CONTRIBUTORY NEGLIGENCE 

Contributory negligence means that someone else contributed to the 

accident in addition to the party at fault. For example, when an accident 

occurs, the question becomes whether both parties contributed to that 

accident or whether one party was the primary cause of the accident. 

Maryland is a “contributory negligence state” because it considers 

contributory negligence when determining who is liable after an accident.  

In contributory negligence states like Maryland, if the injured party was 

partially at fault or contributed to the negligence in other ways, they are 

completely barred from any recovery (gets nothing). Even if they were just 

0.0001% at fault, they would recover nothing from the other negligent party. 

This is contrary to the position in states that are referred to as “comparative 

negligence” states. Even if a claimant is partially responsible for an accident, 

that claimant can still recover some compensation in those states. 

Maryland is only one of five states that actually use the contributory negligence 

rule. Generally, this is a very unfair approach in dealing with claims, and in 

Maryland, the general trend is moving towards actually doing away with 

contributory negligence.  

THE STATUTE OF LIMITATION 

The statute of limitation means the time within which you must make your 

claim. Generally, the claim must be brought within 3 years for automobile 

accidents in Maryland. Failure to make a claim within this time period will 

prevent you from ever doing so. However, this is not the only deadline to 

consider when dealing with automobile cases or injuries in Maryland. 

There is also a statute of limitation for personal injury protection (PIP) 

claims. Claims PIP in Maryland must be brought within one year. There 

are also “notice” requirements for certain types of cases. For example, 
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when claiming against a county, a municipality, or the state, you must satisfy 

a notice requirement. Failure to give the required notice within the time 

period, will invalidate any potential claim.  
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DISCLAIMER 

This Special Report is intended to provide information about the topic. The 

information contained herein is provided solely for informational purposes 

and does not create a business or professional relationship with the Law 

Offices of Fogam & Associates, LLC or any of our individual attorneys or 

affiliates. This should not be construed as legal advice. Each person’s 

legal needs are unique. Laws change frequently, and it is possible that 

some of the information in this Special Report may no longer be true at 

the time of reading or may not apply to someone in your jurisdiction. 

Before making specific legal decisions, you should consult with an 

attorney familiar with the law in your jurisdiction and your particular 

situation. 

 

 


