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 631 W. Edgewood Dr. 

Ellettsville, IN 47429 

Phone : (812) 876-3383 

www.area10agency.org 

Fall 2022 
Area 10 Starts New Pilot Housing Assistance Program 

We know through our Aging and Disability Resource Center and our Housing Management that there are 

many older adults seeking affordable housing. This has been a challenge for years and it has only gotten 

worse in the last two years. Our wait list for Area 10’s own senior housing is long, at over 200 people and can 

take two or more years. We also know there are older adults who need more help than simple information 

and referral. To see what actual needs there are and see what we can do to help, we started offering more 

hands-on housing assistance in July.  

The focus of this program is to help individuals over the age of 60 with up to date information about 

affordable housing in the local area and how to navigate the housing process. 

Although we may not always be able to find immediate housing, we strive to assist individuals with 

information, process assistance for applications when needed, and explain various assistance programs that 

individuals may access to help them.  

Affordable housing is a crisis everywhere. Affordable housing for older adults in our area is especially 

challenging. With the real estate bubble, individuals are being kicked out of their long term rentals, so 

property owners can sell them while the demand (and price) is high.  

For seniors who rely entirely on social security, finding even a one bedroom that costs less than 30% of their 

income is impossible. Truly the only affordable options are Section 8 vouchers (operating on a wait list and 

administered primarily by Bloomington Housing Authority and some by South Central Community Action 

Program, Inc.) or below market rental properties (i.e. project based Section 8 or Section 42). Like Area 10’s 

apartments, these also have wait lists. We’ve been grateful to have recent expansion and development of 

such housing in the Ellettsville area with Richland Apartments and Governor Park Apartments. Their 

expanded offerings will fill soon, so more affordable rental options are needed in our community. 

For more information 

and assistance,            

call Susan Chambers at 

812-935-2504. 
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Fall 2022 

Extra thanks for volunteers from PrintPack, First Financial 

Bank, and Cowden Enterprises! 

Another successful Safe at Home event this year! 

Gutters and yards cleaned, doors replaced, broken 

deck boards and steps replaced, and weeds removed.  
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Area 10: Senior Volunteer Spotlight -  

Nominate a Volunteer 

Please click on the link below to Nominate a Volunteer 

 Click here 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=1wRV2Zm410iR_o8j5ieuetdb9qwNJwZKh7BCHh4188RURTdVWFYxTkM4R1dQNEYzM0dBSFhSRDA0SS4u
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The Bloomingfoods Positive Change register roundup program is a 

community-driven fundraising campaign that offers shoppers the 

opportunity to round their purchase to the nearest dollar, or donate 

more if they wish. It is so incredibly inspiring to see how small change 

can make such a big impact! 

 

Area 10 Agency on Aging will be the Positive Change recipient for the 

month of November. Please roundup your purchases and help fund our 

great work! 

Buy good foods and support Area 10. 

Mark your calendars for the month of  November. 

Show your gratitude and eat well! 
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Area 10 certified Medicare Counselors are here to help. 

Call 812-876-3383 to schedule an appointment! 

Some of our Mobile 

Food Pantry bags being 

stuffed and ready for 

delivery!  

Did you know we rely 

on over 60 volunteers 

every month to take 

groceries to home-

bound individuals?  



 6 

Stuff-a-Bus 
Returns! 

Special 

THANKS to 

our event 

sponsors! 

The Fall Stuff-A-Bus will take place on November 12th from 8am to 

2pm at  Kroger locations (east, west, north & south). 

Please help us out with donations of canned chicken, canned 

vegetables, and other nonperishable food items for our Mobile Food 

Pantry. Head out to get your groceries 11/12 and get a few more items 

to give our volunteers. 

The April Stuff-a-Bus event received 4000 pounds of food, enough to 

feed 900 home-bound seniors and other 

people who have difficulty getting out to the 

grocery store! 

With your continued support, we are hoping 

this November will be even more successful! 

 

Interested in helping? Contact Chris at 812-935-2503 or 

cmyers@area10agency.org 



 7 



 8 

 

Contact Na’Kia Jones at 812-935-2582 or 

njones@area10agency.org to schedule an appointment. 
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Fourteen riders with Choctaw heritage ranging in ages from 25 to 70 years of age, most in the 30s and 

40s, left Philadelphia, Mississippi on May 19th for the 500+ mile/7-day ride to retrace the Choctaw 

Trail of Tears to Oklahoma. Riders were accompanied by 3 SAG (support and gear) drivers, one 

policeman, and one cultural speaker.  

Philadelphia, MS is the ancestral homeland of the Choctaw Nation, and now headquarters for the 

Mississippi Band of Choctaws.   

 

The Choctaw Nation's Trail of Tears Bike Ride has been going on 

since 2012. This year was the first time for Steve. Riders have to 

qualify by completing very stringent training requirements and be 

affiliated with the tribe in order to participate. Steve actually 

qualified for the 2020 Team, but the ride was cancelled for the two 

years of COVID-19 restrictions. 

 

Steve noted that his longest ride day included a 94+ mile stretch 

along the Natchez Trace Parkway, which is a 444-mile trail that 

stretches from Natchez, MS to Nashville, TN. This ride day included 

high temperatures and a strong headwind to contend with.  

 

Another notable moment took place on day 3 of the ride when 

Steve was involved in a crash and ended up with cracked ribs. He 

was checked out and cleared to continue riding, which he did. "While the ribs were painful, that paled 

in comparison to the hardships our ancestors had to deal with on their journey," Steve said. 

 

Endwright Member Spotlight 

Steve Clark 

May 2022 Choctaw Trail of Tears Journey 
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Steve's third great-grandfather and second great-

grandfather (at age 10) walked the Trail back in the 

1830s as Native Americans were forcefully re-

located to Oklahoma. Steve's father was born in 

the Oklahoma Choctaw Nation, but eventually 

moved his family to Illinois and Indiana. Steve's 

grandmother enrolled in in the Choctaw Nation in 

the early 1900's, before the rolls were closed. As a 

result, she received a land allotment. While she 

sold the land in the 1950's, she retained the mineral rights. Steve still owns a share the mineral rights for 

the land his grandmother was allotted. 

 

Steve has done a few of the memorial Trail of Tears hikes in Oklahoma, as part of tribal functions. 

However, this bike journey was his most significant involvement with tribal functions. He shared that the 

ride was a chance for him to learn more about his 

family's history. He said, "It was a very emotional 

experience learning of hardships, broken treaties, 

etc. Embarking on the journey was a very special 

privilege to participate in and to share and connect 

with some of my Choctaw brethren. I'm very 

thankful for the health and stamina that allowed 

me to participate (as a fossil)!" 

 

Cultural Events along the route: 

* Learned the Jump Dance On the Nanih Waiya Mound (the Mother Mound, the origin of the Choctaws, 

according to Choctaw tradition) 

* Family history with help of Joe Wolfe, historical researcher who travelled with the group 

* Visited several historical sites in Mississippi, Arkansas, and Oklahoma on the Choctaw Trail of Tears. 

* Met the current Mississippi Choctaw Chief Cyrus Ben 

* Learned several new Choctaw words and phrases 

Endwright Member Spotlight 
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Area 10 Welcomes Our New Staff Aboard 

Amy Hriso joined the Care Management Team in 
July. She has worked in Human Services/Nursing for 
nearly 30 years. She has extensive experience in 
care management, home healthcare, and geriatric 
care. She is passionate about serving the elderly and 
disabled to help them remain in their homes as 
independently as possible.  

Tana Tarana joined as a Care Manager at the end of August. 
She has significant experience as a health care professional 
and community college instructor and is very interested in 
helping to improve the quality of people’s lives. She is also 
very devoted to her husband of over 37 years, their three 
grown children, and their cats. Tana loves music, traveling, 
beaches, and going for walks. She looks forward to working 
with everyone here at Area 10 Agency on Aging.    

Barbie Strange joined the Nutrition Program in July 
as the newest Congregate Meal Site Manager for the 
Maple Shades location. She is also helping out on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays as the nutrition site 
manager at Endwright East. 

Dale Wible joined Rural Transit in June. Dale has resided in 
Bloomington with his wife, Amy, for the past 28 years with 
their son Logan. Dale also works part-time as a home 
healthcare aide. He is really enjoying his position with Rural 
Transit and his experience has really helped him get to know 
and care for our clients. 

Jere Crouch joined as a driver for Rural Transit in 
August. He and his wife, Patti, have resided in 
Ellettsville for over 50 years. Jere is recently retired 
from Indiana University and enjoys fishing and 
hunting in his spare time. 
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 Holiday Hoopla 2022 

Turn your holiday into a giving experience 

Call Suzanne Donnelly, Nutrition Coordinator, 812-935-2553 

Hello Friends! We are gearing up for 

our annual Holiday Hoopla, which is 

our partnership with Monroe 

Community Kitchen to provide a 

warm holiday meal to homebound 

seniors in our community here in 

Monroe and Owen counties.  We 

will start taking requests October 

10th through November 11th for 

Thanksgiving Day delivery, and until 

December 9th for Christmas Day.  

We are also taking volunteer 

information for those interested in 

helping to deliver meals on 

Thanksgiving and/or Christmas day 

this 2022 season. 
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Fall 2022 

Café Meal Program Sites 

 

For those looking to have a warm meal and an opportunity to meet and make 

new friends, we encourage you to stop by one of our Café sites. A $2.50 donation 

is requested. 

Benton Township Trustee’s Site 

7606 East State Road 45, Unionville 

Thursdays,  doors open at 10am, food 

serviced ~11:30am 

Endwright East at the College mall 

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, doors open at 11am, food service at ~12:30pm.  

We ask you stop by to order lunch by 11:30 or call 812-272-4808 and let them 

know you’re coming for lunch. We don’t want to waste meals so please call or 

come by.  

Crestmont 

1038 N Summit Street 

Monday, Wednesday, ~5:30pm with 

meal services ~6pm 

Maple Shades 

1101 S. Main St, Ellettsville 

Monday, Wednesday, Friday, 11am 

Grab and go lunch only right now 

Spencer 

36 Concord Rd in the Sweet Owen 

Services Complex 

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, doors 

open at 10am, meal times vary with 

activities, but usually between noon 

and 12:45 
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Employee Anniversaries 

Rosemary Doherty 23 years 

Lori Patterson 22 years 

Elizabeth Kramer 20 years 

Edward Barrett 13 years 

Anthony Grubbs 12 years 

Sandy Tibbett 12 years 

Shannon Rieke 10 years 

Kari Nowlin 6 years 

Leslie Beebe  5 years 

Lisa Chaplin 5 years 

Diana Spurgeon 5 years 

Susan Stephon 5 years 

Susan Chambers 4 years 

Bradley Ashba 3 years 

Jolene Wright 3 years 

Cody Vencel 2 years 

Donald Davis 1 year 

Konrad Lind 1 year 

Thank you for your years of  

Service 
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Fall  2022 

July -  September 2022 Donations 

The Tudor Family in Memory of Ned Tudor 

AMVETS Ladies Auxiliary 2000 

Caregiver Homes 

Catherine Beeker 

Daniel Rarey 

Greencastle Veterinary Clinic 

Julia and Rick Crouch 

Kroger 

Lois Sachs 

Mary Benham 

Michael Welber 

Sons of AMVETS Post 2000 

Trilogy Health Services 

 

Many thanks to all 

For supporting our work 

Especially during this time! 

Special Thanks to 

our Monthly Donors: 

 

Kathleen Cruikshank 

Susan Sgambelluri 

Chris Myers 

www.area10agency.org 
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Fall 2022 
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Our wonderful community partners,  

whose generous support enables us to   

continue our great work! 


