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 631 W. Edgewood Dr. 
Ellettsville, IN 47429 

Phone : (812) 876-3383 
www.area10agency.org 

We want to hear from YOU!  
Take this online survey.  

Chris is looking to recreate her listening 
lunches but virtually this time. If you’d be 

interested in participating in one, reach out 
to her directly: cmyers@area10agency.org 

Winter 2020 
Every two years, Area 10 assesses where our 
community is in meeting the needs of older 

adults and individuals with disabilities. It’s not 
just about what we do; it’s about what our entire 

community is or is not doing.  
What more is needed? What are we doing well?  
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Winter 2020 

Area 10: Senior Volunteer Spotlight -  
Nominate a Volunteer 

Please click on the link below to Nominate a Volunteer 

 Click here 
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Volunteer 
Volunteer Advocates for Seniors and Incapacitated Adults 

Connect through: 

Face Time 

Phone Calls 

Window Visits 

Persons in nursing homes and groups homes are experiencing loneliness and 
isolation during this public health emergency. If you are willing to be the light 

for someone, especially during the holidays, please reach out.  

Call us at 812-318-2040 

Legal Notice to Interested Providers 

Area 10 Agency on Aging is accepting applications from po-
tential providers of services for Monroe and Owen counties 
to be funded through our Older Americans Act Title III 
funds. Services will be for fiscal year October through Sep-
tember.  

 Nutrition services—congregate meal program 

 Nutrition services—hot home-delivered meal program 

 Nutrition services — mobile food pantry for homebound 

 Preventative Health—evidence based and non evidence-
based 

 Transportation  

Estimated funds available are $292,375.72 Applications 
must be submitted by March 5, 2021 to Area 10 Agency on 
Aging, c/o OAA services, 631 W. Edgewood Dr., Ellettsville, 
IN 47429. For more information, contact Chris Myers at 
812-876-3383 ext. 503 or cmyers@area10agency.org 
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Winter 2020 

Holiday Hoopla! 

Wri en by: Suzanne Donnelly 

Holiday Hoopla Part 1, aka Thanksgiving,  was a great success thanks to 
the amazing partnership with Community Kitchen and community volun-
teers stepping up to meet the needs of our senior neighbors. This year 
we delivered hot meals along with a grocery bag of food to 297 people in 
Monroe and Owen coun es, up from last year’s 189 folks.  

For the Christmas day delivery, aka Holiday Hoopla Part 2, we had anoth-
er increase. We served 319 total during the day, also giving a bag of gro-
ceries with their delicious, hot meals. We had great volunteer drivers and 
meal preparers taking me out of their holiday to make it special for oth-
ers. Thank you volunteers and Community Kitchen for making the holi-
day season just a li le bit brighter by ensuring our seniors have a warm 
meal during these difficult health challenging mes. Stay warm and stay 
healthy, friends!  
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Winter 2020 

 

 

 

By Georgianne Medaris 

“Every sunrise is an invitation for us to arise and brighten someone’s day.”  This quote by Richelle 
Goodrich epitomizes the spirit of Area 10 volunteer, Allison Oeding who since March has bright-
ened the day of over 840 recipients in 10 nursing home facilities and clients of Area 10’s guardian-
ship program in Monroe and Owen counties with beautifully homemade and one-of-a-kind 
place cards and greeting cards.    
 
“I pray for every person that receives the card and that the card is appropriate for that person.  I 
think of every card as individual and every single card is different.  I want to brighten their day 
and make cards unique and special for every individual.”  
 
Allison became a volunteer in March after leaving her job as a registered dietitian in Salem, Bed-
ford and Jennings County hospitals.  As the pandemic worsened, Allison decided to stay home 
with her husband, Brett and her children, Grace, Blaise and Jacob.   During that time, she noticed 
an article in the paper and contacted Dawn Kramer, RSVP assistant manager, to inquire about 
what she could contribute and was asked to make place cards for the meal trays of quarantined 
nursing home residents.  “Meal time should be as relaxed and positive as it can be”, notes Alli-
son.  She includes positive, reinforcing comments on the cards such as: “Thinking of You” or 
“Start your day with a smile”. "I just want them to know they are not alone”.  “I have kind of come 
full circle”, comments Allison.  “I used to do the same thing with my kids when they were small by 
putting notes in their lunch box”.   

The power of Greeting Cards                          
Hand Made with Love... 
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The power of Greeting Cards Hand Made with 
Love Continued……. 

Winter 2020 

The project has become a family affair with Grace contributing to the first cards and advising her 
mom to “put a little more fun in the cards”.  Grace also accompanies her mom to Greenwood, 
Brown County and Shipshewana where they must travel to get the specialized paper needed to 
make the cards.  Fortunately, Allison had done scrapbooking 10-15 years ago and had some lefto-
ver supplies when she started the project in March when stores were closed.   Even Allison’s dad, 
Frank Kane, contributes to the project by reminding her to “remember the men”.  
 
“Area 10 is doing all the hard work.  I am grateful for the opportunity to do this.  It is 

very fulfilling and I hope it makes a difference in someone’s day”.    

Comments from those receiving the cards reflect how much difference they really do make to the 
individual.  Risa Cole conveys, “The cards are uplifting and put a smile on my face. When I receive 
them it feels like someone cares.  I want to thank the volunteer that creates them”.  Carolyn Rod-
man comments, “It makes me feel like part of a family, and that feels good.  I smile whenever I 
receive one”.  Robbie Huber notes, “It makes me happy when I get the card”.  Lisa Chaplin, Adult 
Guardianship Program Manager, adds “I would like Allison and readers to know that these cards, 
when received, brighten the recipients’ day, and we hope they reduce loneliness and social isola-
tion”.  
  
Over 400 years ago, William Shakespeare wrote a quote which is still relevant today. “How far 
that little candle throws its beam! So shines a good deed in a weary world.” That quote reflects 
the spirit of Allison and the many, many other Area 10 and RSVP volunteers. Some volunteers 
work behind the scenes and others work directly with clients but all of them give tirelessly 
of their time to brighten the lives of those around them especially during the current pandemic. 
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Area 10 Welcomes Our New Staff Aboard 

Winter 2020 

 631 W. Edgewood Dr. 
Ellettsville, IN 47429 

Phone : (812) 876-3383 
www.area10agency.org 

 

Garland Franklin has joined  the Area 10 team as our 

new Mechanic for Rural Transit. Garland started with us in 
November, and has an extensive background as a mechan-

ic, he will be a welcome addition to the team! 

Tami Mahan joins Area 10 as the Aging and Disability 
Resource Center’s Administrative Assistant. Her primary 
role is assisting people through the process of applying 
for Medicaid so they may receive in-home services funding 
through the Aged and Disabled Medicaid Waiver. She 
brings a passion for helping people and a wealth of expe-
rience, including 20 years working for the State of Indiana 
making disability determinations.  
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Christmas Joy donated from First Presbyterian Church 

and Volunteers via the Angel Tree 

For over two decades, members of the First Presbyterian Church in Bloomington have made it a mission to 

provide Christmas gi s to many of the residents in the Edgewood Village, Cunot and Dodds-Wylie apart-

ments.  Throughout the years, they have provided basic warm clothing such as coats, gloves, scarfs and 

other clothing items to help tenants get through the cold winter months along with other gi s meant to 

provide enjoyment.  This year they generously surprised 40 residents with gi s. 

According to Ginny Coppedge, the ac vity was started 24 years ago by her friend, Joann Dodd, through a 

project of the church’s Outreach and Mission Commi ee.  Ginny and her husband, Jim, have co-chaired the 

venture for the last four years a er their move from Spencer to Bloomington.  “We adver se this as a fami-

ly project.  O en mes the kids get involved and are very excited that they also have a connec on.”  

She notes the members of the church are very responsive and some mes they don’t have enough “Angel” 

gi  tags for everyone.  O en members will comment, “I know the perfect gi  or I know exactly where to 

get that”.  Some mes the gi  the church provides may be the only gi  a tenant receives. Ginny also notes 

that it might be the only gi  that the church member gives because they don’t have family to share the hol-

iday.   

The kindness of all those who have contributed gi s is sincerely appreciated by the residents according to 

Susan Chambers, Area 10 Housing Manager.  “When we deliver the gi s to our residents, they are so ap-

precia ve and shocked by the kindness of others. Many will ask several mes why they are ge ng the 

gi s! We always make sure they know that First Presbyterian’s members are the folks that bought the gi s. 

Other gi s have been handmade and donated throughout the years. This year our amazing recep onist, 

Georgianne Medaris, made over 30 beau ful blankets by hand and donated them to make sure that every 

tenant received a gi !”  
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Winter 2020 

Christmas Joy donated from First Presbyterian Church 

and Volunteer via the Angel Tree con nued….. 

As with everything, COVID made a difference in how the closed church handled the project this year.  Members 

had to be crea ve in implemen ng the venture.  They set up three mes for the “Angels” to drop off gi s in the 

church parking lot. “We were thrilled to see each other in person.”   Their assistant pastor also created an online 

system to sign up for the gi s which proved successful and will be in opera on next year. “Something good 

did come from COVID,” explains Ginny.   

At the same me the church was managing the “Angel Tree”, they also worked on a project they do every year 

for a church in their sister city in Nicaragua.  Ginny comments, “Each year church members create beau ful hand-

made gi s which they sell in a store to children from our church for a $1.00.  The gi s are wrapped for the kids to 

take home and give to family members”.  Since the church is closed this year, a member created a catalog for the 

kids to make selec ons.  The money is then sent to a priest who buys gi s for children in the Nicaraguan city.  

Execu ve Director of Area 10, Chris Myers commends the group by sta ng, “The humble generosity of First Pres-

byterian Church extends past one me a year. They coordinate and staff a troop of volunteers who are instru-

mental in our Mobile Food Pantry, bagging and driving and delivering needed groceries to homebound individu-

als. They truly live by their mission, by example. We are grateful for their giving spirits!” 

The Endwright Centers are s ll here for you, even with closed doors! 

Although our centers are not physically open right now, that does not mean we don’t have programs and ac vi-

es available for senior community members to enjoy. Since March, we have shi ed our core programs to Zoom 

and incorporated a few social distance-friendly ac vi es. From Balance Exercise classes to Acous c Strings to dis-

cussion groups, there is truly something for everyone! 

Coming soon in January 2021!  

With much apprecia on to Smithville Charitable Founda on and the City of Bloomington’s Digital Equity Grant, 
we are able to launch our Technology Loaner Program, implement biweekly device distribu on for seniors in 
need, provide weekly technology tutoring (online and in-person with safety measures in place), and build a library 
of TechHelp videos that will be available via our YouTube channel. Use this link: h ps://www.youtube.com/
channel/UCTizDC4LdVBcutDZHwFeJJA or search for The Endwright Center on Youtube.com to subscribe to our 
channel and gain access to FREE Balance Exercise videos, TechHelp videos, and so much more!  
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Winter 2020 

Virtual Programs 

Strength, Balance & Flexibility on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays 

Fitness Consulta ons on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays 

Gentle Floor Yoga on Mondays & Fridays 

Acous c Strings for Beginning & Intermediate Musicians on Mondays 

Chair Yoga on Tuesdays 

Sing for Joy! Demen a-Friendly Community Choir 

Rock Band Facts & Electric Guitar Playing on Thursdays 

Poetry Reading & Tea every other Thursday 

Monthly Book Club- 2nd Friday of each month 

Watercolor Pain ng, Coloring & Sharing- every other Tuesday 

Health & Wellness Educa on lectures twice a month 

Virtual Discussion Groups 

Play Words with (Endwright Center) Friends- twice a month 

Bereavement Group led by Board Cer fied Chaplain Leon Olenick once a month 

COVID-19 & Its A ermath Support Group led by Board Cer fied Chaplain once a month 

In‐Person, Social Distance‐Friendly Ac vi es 

Mall Walking Club on Tuesdays & Thursdays 

Weekly Hikes (Weather permi ng) on Thursdays 

Parking Lot Bingo at The Endwright Center once a month 

Visit our website www.area10agency.org/endwright to view our monthly flyer, calendar, links to Balance ex-
ercise videos, membership informa on, and more!  

Contact Ac vi es & Programming Manager Na’Kia Jones at njones@area10agency.org or  
Health & Wellness Coordinator Kris Campbell at kcampbell@area10agency.org 



 11 WINTER 2020 

Employee Anniversaries 

THANK YOU  
for your years of dedication! 

Herb Ault 11 years 
Greg Boruff 15 years 
Suzanne Donnelly 6 years 
James Ernst 1 year 
Jerry Farmer 14 years 
Gale Featherston 5 years 
Richard Fields 6 years 
Rex Franklin 14 years 
Patricia Goss 20 years 
Georgianne Medaris 6 years 
Roy Pruett 13 years 

Kathy Pullen 2 years 
Wes Sciscoe 3 years 
John Stull 1 year 
Lisa Tinsley 1 year 
Bill Warner 11 years 
Sheila White 7 years 
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Winter 2020 

October– December 2020 Donations 

Sandy Garre  

Bloomington IN Kennel Club 

Susan Sgambelluri 

Chris Myers 

Kathleen Cruikshank 

Kathleen O’Hara 

Bloomington Amvets Post 2000 

Mark Wiedenmayer 

AccessiCare Elder Home Care 

Carolann Buff 

Automa c Door & Glass Specialists, Inc 

First Presbyterian Church 

EV Bloomington Limited Partnership 

Babbs Supermarket - Robb Babbs 

BBP Water 

Kroger 

Jennifer Crouch 

Amber Fellows 

James & Earlene Johnson 

Jennifer Schopf 

Rollie Mason  - Majaro Inspec on  

Services 

Jennifer Smith 

Paula  Girshick 

Charles & Kay Cochran 

H. Ann Lawson 

Carle & Linda Crawford 

Patricia Harris 

David & Isabel Piedmont-Smith 

Monica Jensen 

Kadhim & Marian Shaaban 

Ingrid &David Beery 

James & Doris Sims 

Marilyn Uselding 

Nathan & Jennifer Peterman 

Judy Crandall 

Houston Family Founda on 

W. Travis Selmier II & Made-

lieine Wing 

Thomas Breyer 

Mary Benham 

Rebecca Johnson 

David & Evelyn Horn 

Malcolm Abrams 

Charles & Carolyn Deodene 

John & Elizabeth Johnson 

Mark & Le Anna  Babbs 

James & Tomilea Allison 

Regan & Ron Pletcher 

Leslie Asher 

Ginger Chris e  

Thelma Jean 

Darrell & Kathleen Boggess 

Donald & Barbara Gross 

 

Jack Noble 

Mary Railing 

Mike & Mary Ellen Donovan 

Marc Muehling & Chris na Land 

Joyce Blanks 

Janet Ha on 

Kappa Delta Phi Gamma Sigma 

Chapter 

Alterna ve Care Solu ons 

Hyland Group 

Elder’s Journey 

Comfort Keepers 

Jill’s House 

William & Patricia Ballew 

Interim Health Care Fund 

Bell Trace 

Hoosier Energy 

Elder Care Home Connec ons 

Helene Jones 

May Creek 

Barbara Coffman & Tom Tierney 

Margaret Rees-Krebs 

Jack Kahn 

Timothy Debruicker 

Kristen Gronbjerg 

Doug Johnson 

Gary Armstrong  
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Many thanks to all 

For supporting our work 

Especially during this time! 

Winter 2020 

October– December 2020 Donations 

Donyel Byrd 

Nancy & Richard Lorenz 

VFW Post 1405 

German American Bank 

Margaret Hathaway 

Anonymous 

William Cantrell 

Mary F Goodwin 

Robert Ralston 

Joy Kahn & Rick Harter 

Elizabeth Shaffer 

 

In Memory of Valerie 

 Ann Robinson 

In Memory & Honor of Heather Donovan 

 Anonymous 

In Memory of Janice Wedenmeyer 

 Alden & Patricia Wedenmeyer 

 Lou Long 

 Jessica Wedenmeyer  

 

If you haven’t had the chance to contribute to 
this year’s United Way campaign, you still 
have time through January.  

Area 10 Agency on Aging is a proud member 
agency of United Way. Our staff collectively 
raised almost $3,500 for this year’s campaign. 

Along with 23 other agencies making our 
community a stronger place for all, Area 10 
meets the needs of people where they are. Re-
member you can designate your United Way 
donation to any of the individual agencies or 
do as I do and put it into the community ac-
tion fund which supports all of us.  

You can donate 
online here or text  

Reimagine2020  

to 41444  
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Our wonderful community partners,  

whose generous support enables us to   
continue our great work! 


