
ow would you like to scuba dive around
the coral reefs near the Caribbean
island of Bonaire or help restore the
staghorn coral off Key Largo?

Catawba students Will Foy and Paul Frye did just
that. They were part of a group of students who
took what they learned in their marine science
class and put it to use in a real-life setting.

“We saw this pristine coral formation in Bonaire,”
says Will, a senior from Baltimore, Md. “It was
amazing.”

The students learned how to scuba dive as well
as learning about marine life during their class.
They wrote about what they saw in Bonaire, iden-
tifying the fish as they dived for hours.

Students Experience Beauty & Degradation of Coral Reefs

igh school students from across the
country and counselors on the Catawba
College campus have already marked
their calendars for July 8-12, 2014.

That’s the date of the fourth annual National Envi-
ronmental Summit for High School Students. The
Center for the Environment at Catawba and Rocky
Mountain Institute will partner again this year to
offer the popular event, which helps students ages
14-17 discover how they can use their talents and in-
terests to make a difference in the world.

Students, Counselors  Gear
Up for Next National 
Environmental Summit

Participants at the National Environmental Summit for High
School Students react to a play students created about the
environment.

Will Foy, left, and Paul Frye clean a tree-like structure for growing
staghorn coral.

(For more on Beauty & Degradation of Coral Reefs, 
go to page 11.)

(For more on Next National Environmental Summit, 
go to page 2.)
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he Center for the
Environment sets
Catawba College
apart from other

environmental programs. We
offer value-added education that
goes well beyond classroom
teaching.
We recognize that environmental
science is a complex field. It involves
science, to be sure, but it also
involves public policy and ethics. 

We know that successful outcomes can turn on an
ability to work with community leaders and garner

grassroots support. That’s why we at the Center
provide so many real-world opportunities for our
students. 
Our students do everything from teaching children
about the causes of air pollution and ways of improving
it to working as interns in municipal government
or non-profit organizations that champion land con-
servation or offer environmental education or simply
want to lessen their environmental footprint.
One of our former students called it “education for
the real world.” It gives our graduates a real leg up
when they interview for jobs because their education
includes far more than what they learned from
books.■

Center Offers Value-Added Education

Dr. John Wear,
Executive Director,
Center for the
Environment

A Student’s Perspective
Madison Lemoine, a senior at Jupiter High School in
Tequesta, Fla., found the National Environmental
Summit so interesting that she came back for a second
time last year – and plans to go again this summer.

“It was such a great experience,” she says. “I met so
many awesome people that I had to go back.”

The guest speakers, like Doc Hendley who started a
foundation to bring clean water to third world countries
when he was in his 20s, inspired her. “He taught me
that anyone can make a difference,” Madison says.
“But someone has to start. If I sit back and watch,
nothing is going to happen.”

Participants leave the summit with a plan for a project
in their high schools. Madison’s project is making a
garden for the school’s Culinary Club. “We actually
had a garden which had overgrown,” she says, “and
we’ve started to slowly take it back.”

She hopes to grow herbs, like basil and rosemary. “We
want to start with herbs first and see if we can handle
that, and then we’ll grow bigger,” she says.

Madison learned about whole systems thinking at the
summit and the importance of communication and
collaboration in getting a project off the ground. “That
was new for me so it helped me know how to approach
my project,” she says.

She has always tried to be a good steward of the envi-
ronment. “I’ve always tried to help,” she says, “but the
summit started a passion in me.”

A Counselor’s Perspective
Kerstin Brown of Willow Springs, N.C., first got acquainted
with the National Environmental Summit as a high
school participant. Now a sophomore at Catawba
College, she is involved in planning the 2014 summit
as a counselor. 

“Being able to be at the summit as a participant and
see how it runs from that end and then to be a counselor
and now to be a part of the planning process for this
year’s summit has really been a good experience,”
Kerstin says. “We take in feedback from last year and
really work with it to make changes that will make the
event even better.”

Next National Environmental Summit
(Continued from page 1)

Madison Lemoine (left) works in the lab at the Summit.

(For more on Next National Environmental Summit, 
go to page 12.)
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erstin Brown knows she has a double opportunity
as an Environmental Steward at Catawba. She
receives a scholarship through the program,

and she gets involved in projects that promote
environmental stewardship on campus.

“The vision that drives this program is that service and
commitment to environmental stewardship are vital
to the complete education of our future leaders,” says
Dr. John Wear, executive director of the Center for
the Environment. “The program fosters the skills our
students will need to create positive change in their
present and future communities.”

Kerstin’s project involves helping Catawba students
understand what it means to be sustainable and getting
them involved in environmental matters.

As president of ECO (Environmental Catawba
Outreach), Kerstin is leading an effort to create a
sense of community among the students on campus
who want to promote sustainability. The club regularly
schedules Star Nights, opening up the college’s obser-
vatory so students can view the stars and planets
through telescopes while they sip hot chocolate and
eat S’mores. 

She is also involved in events on the Stanback
Ecological Preserve on campus. “We want Catawba
students and children to appreciate what the earth
has to offer,” she says.

Water Conservation

Environmental Steward Dan Couchenhour, a senior
environmental education major from Ft. Mill, S.C.,
wants to help Catawba students develop “green” habits.

His project involves conserving water in the dorms.
To motivate students to take shorter showers or turn
off the faucet when they’re shaving or brushing their
teeth, he polled them to find out how they would like
to spend the money they save on the water bill. Their
choice: bicycles they can rent on campus.

“The way we’re going to initiate student behavior change
is to say, ‘If you would like this nice thing, help us save
water,’” Dan says. “This is one way Catawba can instill
good water saving habits that will carry over into their
later years in life.”

Dan is not only developing leadership skills himself;
he is also trying to develop leadership in other students
who are passionate about the project. “In my capstone
class with Dr. Wear, we talk about leadership and ways
to motivate people,” he says. “A good leader can channel
energy and help others focus.”

Motivating students to make greener choices has been
a learning experience for Dan. But his education has
broadened in other ways, too. “I tell you what,” he
says, “I’ve really learned how to read a water bill.”

Snakes, Salamanders & a Blue-tailed Skink
Teaching others about reptiles and amphibians is
Erica Pippen’s passion and her Environmental
Steward project.

Kerstin Brown shows a female painted turtle to children on
the Stanback Ecological Preserve.

Dan Couchenhour is spearheading a water conservation
program in the residence halls. “A little water every day can
really add up,” he says. (For more on Environmental Steward, go to page 12.)

What It Means to be an Environmental Steward

K
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Ecological Preserve Photography Contest Nets 80 Entries
atawba students Alex Shandera and Katie
Barbee had a great idea.

Both interns at the Center for the Environment,
they organized and coordinated a photography

contest, inviting students and faculty to submit pictures
of scenes, plants and animals on the 189-acre Stanback
Ecological Preserve, which is located just outside the
Center building on campus.

They were surprised to get more than 80 entries. “It was
incredibly shocking and absolutely wonderful,” Katie
says. “All the photos are absolutely gorgeous.” The top
12 were shown on the Center’s Facebook page and the
winning pictures will hang in buildings all over campus.

“It brought attention to the Center and got people out
onto the preserve to see how pretty it is,” Alex says.
“I’ve been in the preserve so many different times, and
something is always changing out there. I love it.”

The pictures depict “the amount of diversity we have in
one place and the ecology we have access to,” Alex says.
“We wanted the participants to show how they see the
preserve. Since Catawba is a liberal arts college, it was
cool to get all those creative pictures in the contest.”

A Learning Experience
This internship project was a learning experience for
Alex and Katie. “I want to work for a program that does

environmental work like heritage programs that protect
waterways,” Alex says. “It has been helpful to see how
the community works and interacts with the preserve.”

Coordinating a project from the idea stage to the finished
product has been a great teacher, says Katie. “Firsthand
experience is the best. It’s really great that you’re
actually in charge of it.”

The project has helped Katie “think outside the box,
and be really creative.” She also learned to be flexible.
“You have an idea, but you make sure you have a backup
plan and aren’t completely set on the first plan,” she
says.

The project confirmed what Alex already knew: Pictures
motivate people. “If I see a picture that’s really cool or
different – a really cool view of a mountain – I’m more
likely to go out to see that place than if someone just
told me to check it out.”

The project was such a success that Alex and Katie
plan to hold another contest in the spring. “Hopefully,
we will be able to branch out to the community as
well,” Katie says. “We’ll have two categories: one for
Catawba and one for the community.”■

C

Alex Shandera (left) and Katie Barbee organized a photography
contest to showcase the college’s Stanback Ecological Preserve.

The winning photo was submitted by student Cole Middleton.
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Catawba College Students Help with the Management
of North Carolina Piedmont Longleaf Pine

n 10 years, I can’t wait to see what this
place looks like.” 

Sydney Byerly, a junior environmental
science major, was referring to the tract

of longleaf pine she and her fellow environmental
science and sustainable business majors helped prepare
for a prescribed burn.

They recently worked with the N.C. Zoological Park in
the management of a 116-acre tract of longleaf pine in
the Uwharrie Mountains.

The 17 Catawba students who participated in the work
day were part of a natural resource management and
ecology course taught by Catawba Assistant Professor
of Biology Dr. Jay Bolin. The trip to the Nichols Tract
was an opportunity for them to apply what they were
learning in the classroom.

“It’s just great to be out here. I could do this all semester,”
said Ben Botkins of Denver, a junior majoring in envi-

ronmental science. 

The students were led by the N.C. Zoological Park’s
botanist, Nell Allen. They assisted her team with the
preparation for the prescribed burn. Students recorded
GPS coordinates, size information and other metrics
about each stately tree.

Because fire has been largely suppressed at the Nichols
Tract, a very thick layer of duff and bark had accumulated
around each “long straw” pine. In addition to preventing
seedlings of longleaf from establishing, the thick duff
layer can create intense fire conditions. So Catawba
students carefully raked away the surface duff from
each trunk to improve chances of survival in future
prescribed burns. They also recorded data on the trees.

Bolin noted that if the first few prescribed fires at the
Nichols Tract are effective, Sydney and other students
in the class may not need to wait 10 years to see the
return of an iconic North Carolina forest community.■

“I

For more information on the Environmental Stewards Program, 
visit the Center’s website at 

www.CenterForTheEnvironment.org/Sustainable-Catawba.html 

Catawba students traveled to the Uwharrie Mountains to help prepare a longleaf pine community for a prescribed burn.
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allary Clay saw a need and she set
about filling it.

A biology major from Lansing, N.C.,
Mallary was concerned that young

people today spend too much time with their
electronic devices and too little time exploring
nature. “They don’t know what they’re missing,”
she says.

So she founded Catawba Outreach for Biology
(COB) with fellow student Kathryn Heidt to
help reverse that trend.

During a summer internship at Auburn University,
she participated in an event that showed animals
to day care children and taught them about
nature and ecosystems. “I fell in love with getting
kids interested in nature,” she says. 

Kathryn, a biology
major from
Salisbury who has
taken responsibil-
ity for COB’s public rela-
tions, notes that the sci-
ences weren’t emphasized
much when she was
growing up. “When I
thought of science, I
didn’t think of anything
cool,” she says. “I just
thought it was something
complicated. So we want

to show them how it can be fun and interesting.”

The club emphasizes hands-on learning. COB members
joined forces with those in ECO (Environmental
Catawba Outreach) to host a Kids Night Out in

downtown Salisbury in the fall. They showed the
children salamanders and crayfish, a frog and a few
mammals, including a big, white rabbit.

They have also taken animals and insects into the city
schools and to students on the Catawba campus. A
Rankin’s dragon, which looks like a little iguana, and
a praying mantis caught everyone’s attention.

“I hope to inspire kids to understand what’s around
them and to preserve nature, which is going to be a
big thing in the future,” Mallary says. “I hope they
realize the damage they do with fossil fuels. I really
hope they will not only help to preserve nature but
will also even choose a career based on it.”■

M
Clubs Foster Environmental Stewardship

Mallary Clay founded Catawba Outreach Biology, a club that teaches
children about nature.

Kathryn Heidt oversees the
club’s public relations. 

Whether you are interested in business, education or science, 
Catawba College’s Science Program has a degree for you!

■ Biology ■ Environmental Science ■ Environmental Education

■ Chemistry ■ Environmental Studies ■ Sustainable Business & Community Development

For more information, contact admission@catawba.edu or centerforenv@catawba.edu

Phone 704.637.4402 or 704.637.4727

Catawba College  ■ 2300 West Innes Street ■ Salisbury, NC ■ www.catawba.edu
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ome want to help companies save money. Others
want to make sure children learn about the envi-
ronment at an early age. Still others just want
to share their love of nature with others. They’re

all in Catawba’s Environmental Degree Program.

Here is what four students have to say:

Environmental Science Degree
I spent a lot of time outdoors when I was younger. I was
in Boy Scouts and then I worked with the LandTrust for
Central North Carolina and Dr. Wear and some of the
staff here. I fell in love with the Center for the Environment
and decided this is what I want to do with my life.

I haven’t decided yet exactly what I will do when I graduate,
but it will probably be something like wilderness firefighting
or forestry or working for the National Park System. I
love nature photography so I’d like to incorporate that in
whatever I do.

I want to take what I’ve learned in Environmental Science
and share it with other people and persuade others to
think more sustainably.

Eli Wittum, a senior from Cleveland, N.C.

Environmental Education Degree
I had a great experience in childhood growing up in the
mountains. I want to teach and I have a natural tendency
to lean toward science, so this major combines education
and science and the natural world.

I feel like not many kids are getting outside these days.
They are not seeing firsthand what it’s like to be in nature.
That’s one of the things I really hold high and true, and
one of the things I want to incorporate as a teacher.

The challenge is going to be getting away from the tech-
nological age and getting back toward the fundamentals
of what it means to be a good steward – looking at how
we can create a more sustainable society for the future
generations, because it’s not just ours. It’s for the future.

Kyle Griewisch, senior from Banner Elk, N.C.

Sustainable Business and 
Community Development Degree
Sustainable Business offers a course of study where you
learn the business aspect and also how to conserve our
natural resources.  I’ve always been interested in the envi-
ronment. I think it’s important to practice ethically correct
ways of doing business – and not destroy the environment. 

It’s just a matter of time before sustainability education
increases. At some point people are going to ask, “Why
haven’t we been doing this before? It saves us money and
helps us preserve our natural resources.” It just seems
like a win-win situation to me.

TJ Olsen, a junior from Charlotte, N.C.

Environmental Studies Degree
I want to work at a public environmental center or a
historic site like Latta Plantation near Charlotte, so I
chose an Environmental Studies major. You learn about
the environment, but you also learn about teaching others. 

I want to teach people about wildlife – about different
organisms. I also want to teach them how their actions
impact the environment and how they can lessen their
ecological footprint. That’s the way I think I can make
a difference.

Jacob Hanes, a senior from Charlotte, N.C.

S
Environmental Degrees Serve Broad Interests

atawba students Sloan Kessler and Jonathan
Buffkin are so committed to a whole foods diet
that they decided to lead an effort to install a
vegetable garden on the Catawba campus.

Sloan, a Sustainable Business major from Wisconsin, and
Jonathan, an Exercise Science major who serves as Senior
Class president, teamed up when they heard Dr. Chris
Nagy, a physician who concentrates on wellness, speak
at the Center for the Environment building on campus.
He told the group that everyday food choices can help
prevent or accelerate the onset of chronic illness.

Jonathan, an athlete who had blood pressure issues,
started doing research when he got injured on the football
field. “I discovered this whole foods lifestyle that my
granddaddy ate when he was young – whole foods, as
in what grew in the garden,” he says. “I have seen a
dramatic difference in my life.” 

So Jonathan and Sloan applied for a grant through
Catawba’s Green Revolving Fund and got $500 to install
a garden on campus. They also received gifts from the
Classes of 2013 and 2014. They plan to grow seasonal
vegetables and give them to the dining hall to serve to

the students.

“We want to show prospective students that we as
students are trying to make a difference,” says Sloan.■

Eli Wittum uses a GPS device to determine coordinates on the
campus ecological preserve.

TJ Olsen stands at the entrance to the Stanback Ecological Preserve. Jacob Hanes pauses on the balcony of the “green” Center for the
Environment building.

Kyle Griewisch teaches a class on animals.

C

Environmental Stewardship from All Angles
I’ve learned how important it is for everybody – not just
environmental science majors – to be involved in envi-
ronmental matters. I started out as an environmental
major and now I’m a religion and philosophy major with
a minor in environmental education. 

Some people figure if they’re not in environmental science,
they don’t have to worry about the environment. But it’s

really important to look at it from the angle of business
or religion or art or any other major. 

My change in majors and being a counselor at the National
Environmental Summit and seeing all the different back-
grounds that people come from and then working as ECO
president and seeing all the different majors we have in
the club have been truly helpful in understanding the
reality of it all.

Kerstin Brown, sophomore

Jonathan Buffkin and Sloan Kessler prepare to break ground
for their vegetable garden on campus.
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Students Spearhead Community Garden on Campus
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ow do students interface
with the Center for the
Environment on campus?

Just ask Sarah Moore.
Once a work-study student and intern
at the Center, she now works full time
as an outreach coordinator.

“I initially worked on trail maintenance
and wetland manipulation in the eco-
logical preserve,” she says. “I also
helped maintain the gardens around
the building, including the irrigation
system. I learned a lot about the
pumps that we use on the waterfalls.”

She also helped set up for events. “It
was nice because I got in on the behind-the-scenes
action,” she says. “I got to meet lots of different
speakers, which was really awesome.”

She was especially impressed with Dr. Amory Lovins,
cofounder of Rocky Mountain Institute and a scientist
Time Magazine once called “one of the world’s 100
most influential people.” 

“All of us were pretty nervous about meeting him
because he was Amory Lovins, you know. It was
really a big deal.

“Then he got here and we talked to him about his
new smartphone. We were just blown away by the
latest technology. We cracked up about it. He was
the funniest man.”

Lovins gave an impressive speech, Sarah says. “His
talk was really just eye-opening. To see the things
that his company has worked on and what they’re
doing with nations around the world was amazing.”

Focus is Outreach
Now Sarah’s focus is outreach. “I work on the events
that we have in the Center, and I create environmental
education materials that we can give to the public,”
she says. “I have to take information and make it
user-friendly and appropriate for lots of different
age groups, which is challenging and exciting at the
same time.”

She also talks to prospective and incoming students
who are interested in environmental science. “I enjoy
showing off the building and the program and the
Center as an organization,” she says. “I want to have
an impact on things I’m passionate about – and I’m
passionate about the environment.”■

Sarah Moore (third from left) had an opportunity to interact with the renowned
Amory Lovins, cofounder of Rocky Mountain Institute.

H
Students Interface with Center for the Environment in Many Ways

Sustainable Catawba
Sustainable Catawba is a group which brings together
student clubs and college officials who are working
on sustainability efforts. They join forces to strengthen
and coordinate actions to lessen the college’s ecological
footprint.■
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Catawba Students Study Endangered Red Wolf
ne thing we learned is when zoo pro-
fessionals breed the red wolves in cap-
tivity, they sneak [the pups] into the
dens of red wolves in the wild,” says

Erica Pippen, a Catawba student from Durham. “Those
wild wolves think the babies are their own.”

Erica was one of the students in Dr. Joe Poston’s con-
servation biology class at Catawba College last fall.
They studied the red wolf and coyote, learning just
how difficult it can be to conserve a species labeled
“endangered,” and just how interconnected different
species are to one another.

Two field trips actually helped drive these classroom
lessons home. One took Poston’s students to the N.C.
Zoological Park in Asheboro where red wolves are bred
in captivity. The other had them traveling to the Pocosin
Lakes National Wildlife Refuge in northeastern North
Carolina, where red wolves have been reintroduced
back into their historic habitat. 

What Poston’s
students dis-
covered was
just how fragile
and tenuous
the lives of the
red wolves are
in their natural
habitat. The
wolves must
c o m p e t e
against the
coyote, a non-
native species
in North
Carolina, for
habitat and
food, and
somet imes ,
hybridization
with coyotes
can compro-
mise the genet-
ic integrity of

the red wolf population.

Conservation Efforts
Once found throughout the southeastern United States,
the red wolf is now found in only five counties in north-

eastern North Carolina, with a population of around
100. The federal government designated the red wolf
as endangered in 1967 and conservation efforts began.
In 1987, red wolves were released into the first rein-
troduction site at Alligator River National Wildlife
Refuge. Today, in addition to the red wolves in their
North Carolina native habitat, over 200 red wolves are
in captive breeding programs across the United States.

Mistaken for Coyotes
Red wolves are sometimes mistaken for coyotes and
killed by hunters or landowners.

“There’s a big coyote problem,” student Chris Koehler
of Burlington noted. “Red wolves keep being mistaken
for coyotes because they look so similar. It’s legal to
shoot a coyote in North Carolina; however it’s illegal
under federal law to shoot a red wolf.”

Poston’s students did not actually see red wolves in
the wild on their field trip to northeastern North
Carolina, but they heard them. “I thought I was hearing
tundra swans that were nearby our campsite,” Tabitha
Turenchalk, a student from Sheffield Lake, Ohio, said.
“They sound like howling wolves, so I just rolled back
over and went to sleep.”

“I have more respect for people who work in conservation
biology,” student Cara Marshall said. “Someone has
to fight that battle, and conservation is extremely
important — it’s more important and challenging than
the average person realizes.”■

“O

Tabitha Turenchalk looks for red wolves at Pocosin Lakes
National Wildlife Refuge.

The red wolf is found in only five counties
in North Carolina.
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“It has drastically changed what I’m looking at doing
now,” Will says. He thought when he came to Catawba
that he would become a landscape architect. “And
now, after diving, I have fallen in love with that. I’m
actually looking at aquarium jobs.”

Paul, a junior from China Grove, N.C., says the expedition
to Bonaire “was one of the best trips I’ve ever taken in
my life.”

“When you wake up in the morning, breakfast is waiting
for you on this patio,” Paul says. “You go out there
and an iguana and a couple of birds are there while
you’re eating. The weather is already 85 degrees. When
you get ready to go out, you can go anywhere on the
island. You have maybe a 15-yard or 100-yard swim
out to the reef. It’s just beautiful.”

Night diving was a special treat for the students. “You
see a different type of life out at night – a lot more
crabs and lobsters,” Paul says. “A couple of people saw
an octopus. Some of the tarpons are as big as you are.
It was cool.”

Restoring Coral in Key Largo
The difference between the health of the coral in Bonaire
and Key Largo is like night and day, Will says. The
staghorn coral is considered critically endangered.
White band disease decreased the population by 80
percent in the ‘80s and ‘90s, according to Will, and
the coral is destroyed by divers landing on it or boats
running ashore.

The Catawba students helped attach farmed coral near

Key Largo through the Coral Restoration Foundation.
They cleaned off algae and fire coral, which compete
with the staghorn coral, and glued staghorn coral to
the reef. “It was a real, real neat experience,” Will says. 

Paul found the decimation of the coral disturbing. “I
looked at a map of where there used to be a staghorn
coral thicket,” he says. “It was at least a hundred yards
long and about 30 yards wide, and it doesn’t exist
anymore in Key Largo. It’s just gone.”

The trip has changed his mind-set, Paul says. “I’ve
actually been doing more research on electric cars and
I’m moving toward that – and I’m somebody who grew
up around NASCAR racing. Something is going to have
to give because we’re putting too much stress on the
ocean.”■

Beauty & Degradation of Coral Reefs
(Continued from page 1)

Paul Frye prepares a spot to plant a piece of staghorn coral at
Key Largo.

Professors took students to the Duke Marine Biology
Station on the N.C. coast to study marine life.
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tudents visited the Duke Marine Biology Station
near Morehead City, N.C., where they dredged
and trawled in both the estuary and the ocean,
comparing fresh-water and salt-water organisms.

Through the Center for the Environment, students have
the opportunity to augment their course work with experiences
that develop a deeper understanding of leadership and a
capacity to effect change in the communities where they
live.

Excursions such as these are hallmarks of the various
programs at Catawba College. Experiential learning com-
plements classroom study, bringing an added dimension
to a Catawba education.■

S
Field Trip to Coast
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Environmental Steward
(Continued from page 3)

A sophomore
from Durham,
N.C., she is setting
up cover boards
in the Stanback
E c o l o g i c a l
Preserve now so
that snakes and
salamanders and
other creatures
will take up resi-
dence under the
boards before the
spring when she
will lead children
on a Herpetology
Walk.

“We’re trying to
get to kids at a
young age so they

can get the idea early on that protecting the environment
is a good thing,” she says.

Erica plans to pursue further education in herpetology.
“I’d like to study snakes,” she says. “Eventually, I’d
like to be a professor.”

The Environmental Stewards Program is beneficial to
those in the program, Erica says. “It’s encouraging us
to do more work in our chosen field, and it’s good lead-
ership training.”■

Erica Pippen’s passion is reptiles and
amphibians. A Rankin’s dragon sits on
her shoulder and she holds a leopard
gecko.

She remembers when she was a participant. “I really
liked the ideas brought from other participants as well
as the speakers,” she says. “Getting all those people
who thought like I did in the same area was really
great.”■

Next National Environmental Summit
(Continued from page 2)

Kerstin Brown (middle) was first a participant, then a
counselor at the National Summit.

he building that houses the Center for the
Environment was one of the first “green”
college campus buildings in the nation. The
head of the N.C. Department of Environment

and Natural Resources called it “the wave of the future
in resource and energy efficiency.”

The Center’s aim is to lead by example, encouraging
others to use environmentally friendly products and
practices in the construction of new facilities.■

Center Building a Model of Sustainability

T

National Environmental
Summit 

for 
High School Students

July 8-12, 2014
Apply Now! Go to:

www.CenterForTheEnvironment.org


