
Summary 
Since the fall of 1997, St. Peters has enjoyed a music education partnership with the Music 
Education department at the University of South Carolina School of Music. Our partnership 
provides high-quality music education with all the resources of the University. Dr. Wendy 
Valerio, with the aid of two graduate assistants, educates our children with the goal to create 
lifelong musicians. 
 
Mission 
St. Peter’s Catholic Elementary students and faculty make music to honor God with our bodies, 
minds, voices, and spirits.  
 
Curriculum 
Our faculty structures all curriculum on Dr. Edwin Gordon’s Music Learning Theory (Gordon, 
2013; Taggart, Bolton, Reynolds, Valerio, Gordon, 2010, 2006, 2004, 2003, 2002, 2001, 2000; 
Valerio, Reynolds, Taggart, Bolton, Gordon, 1998). Following are examples of our principles.  
 

1. Each child is born with music aptitude, the potential to learn music. 
2. Each child deserves sequential music guidance/education as a birthright. 
3. Music is best and most naturally learned if it is approached as a language. 
4. Music learning begins at birth, if not before; the typically developing ear is 
fully developed at five months in utero. 
5. The four vocabularies of music (a) listening, (b) speaking/performing, (c) 
reading, and (d) writing are hierarchical and cyclical and . 
6. The four vocabularies of music are parallel to the four vocabularies of 
language; however, the contents of those vocabularies are different. 
7. Music vocabularies comprise tonal patterns and rhythm patterns; language 
vocabularies comprise words. 
8. Music thinking (audiation) is parallel to language thinking. 
9. Just as children learn language by ear before they learn to read and write 
language, children should learn music by ear before they learn to read and 
write language. 
10. Children should be sequentially guided through the three types and seven 
stages of preparatory audiation to begin becoming independent musicians. 
11. Through discrimination learning and inference learning children may be 
guided sequentially to music independence. 
12. Music performance is the result of music informance. 
 

 
 



Music Education Faculty 
Dr. Wendy Valerio - G3, G5, G6 
Professor of Music Education 
Director, UofSC School of Music Student Teaching 
Director, UofSC Children’s Music Development Center 
Music Education Supervisor, St. Peter’s Catholic Elementary School  
 
Ms. Vanessa Caswell - K4, K5, G4 
BME ‘15 - Michigan State University, East Lansing, MI 
Gordon Institute for Music Learning-Early Childhood Level I-Mastership Certification 
Gordon Institute for Music Learning-Early Childhood Level II-Mastership Certification 
Gordon Institute for Music Learning-Elementary Level I-Mastership Certification 
MME - in progress - University of South Carolina 
 
Ms. Kat Arrasmith - G1, G2 
BME ‘11 - Baldwin-Wallace College, Berea, OH 
MME ‘18 - University of South Carolina, Columbia, SC 
First Steps in Music Certification 
Gordon Institute for Music Learning-Early Childhood Level I-Mastership Certification 
Gordon Institute for Music Learning-Early Childhood Level II-Mastership Certification 
Gordon Institute for Music Learning-Elementary Level I-Mastership Certification 
Orff Schulwerk Level 1 Certification 
Orff Schulwerk Level 2 Certification 
PhD - in progress - University of South Carolina 
 
Current Major Projects 
As A School 

Every December, St. Peter’s performs a Christmas concert that includes singing, dancing, 
and playing instruments. In the spring, we feature a program, which varies each year. All 
students perform in each program. 
 

Dr. Wendy Valerio 
G3 

Grade 3 is studying Irish folk music and dancing during the month of March. 
Grade 3 students will also be creating their own music compositions. 
 

G5 and G6 



Grades 5 & 6 are studying Freedom Songs, learning their purpose, origin, melody, 
harmony, and style. Grade 5 & 6 students will also be creating their own music 
compositions.  

 
Ms. Vanessa Caswell 

K4 and K5 
Kindergarten 4 and Kindergarten 5 are taking well-loved children stories each 
week, retelling them through music. We have explored Where The Wild Things 
Are by Maurice Sendak, The Day It Rained Hearts by Felicia Bond, The BFG by 
Roald Dahl, and others. 

G4 
Fourth grade will compose a song using Shel Silverstein’s poem “No Difference.” 
By figuring out the syllables, the students compose new rhythms for each stanza. 
After we complete the rhythms, fourth grade will write a melodic line to a 
harmonic structure. In the end, we will have a song that we wrote as a class. 

Ms. Kat Arrasmith 
G1 and G2 

Grades 1 and 2 engage in creativity, improvisation, literacy, and collaboration to 
develop many music skills. The students experience movement activities, rhythm 
activities, and tonal activities that use improvisation to facilitate literacy. The 
students improvise rhythm patterns and tonal patterns, and Ms. Arrasmith writes 
their patterns on the whiteboard. The students can make connections between 
their improvisations and the written patterns, and they are beginning to accurately 
read unfamiliar patterns. The students spend time during each class improvising 
new songs while Ms. Arrasmith plays the ukulele. They develop their citizenship 
skills alongside their music skills by volunteering to share their improvised songs 
with their peers and by displaying appropriate audience behaviors. 


