
The 2017 Big Game Battle was an amazing success! The weather throughout the weekend though somewhat wet, was more 

favorable compared to the 2016 event. The tournament was kicked-off with the singing of our National Anthem, a first time 

occurrence at our event, and the acoustic dock entertainment and margarita bar set the tone for the weekend.  

 
The tournament concluded with our traditional banquet that “The Taste of Nantucket” catered at Dreamland, and owner       

Kimberly Reed offered a wide range of delicious food choices. Brenda Goodell, Julie Wood, and Kerry Sachs of the             

Dana-Farber Cancer Research Institute made an emotional and informative presentation following dinner.  

 
In addition, Lilly Lashar made her return to Nantucket, and exhibited her dedication to the tournament when she announced 

the 2nd annual “Pay It Forward” award that she created and presented to Jack Diamond. Jack has been a true leader in the 

tournament and we are all thankful for his enthusiastic spirit around the docks.  

 
Before the tournament weekend, long-time participant Bill Shouldice of the Vermont Teddy Bear Company made a donation 

of 100 stuffed bears to pediatric patients within Dana-Farber’s Jimmy Fund Clinic where the gesture brightened spirits, 

brought smiles to the faces of the children, and provided them with immeasurable comfort during very difficult times. During 

the banquet, Bill offered 100 more bears, and the Dana-Farber staff was most appreciative  

 
The 2017 Big Game Battle raised over $200,000 for Dana Farber Leukemia Research and Patient Care in memory of       

Donald J. O’Neill. The entire O’Neill family is extremely grateful for everyone’s outstanding support in raising funds for a 

cause that is near and dear to their hearts.  

OVERALL WINNERS - DIVISION I  

“MIC-BETH” 

DIVISION I — 3RD PLACE 

“HOOK-EM DANO” 

DIVISION I — 2ND PLACE 

“GAME ON” 

OVERALL CATCH TOTALS 

Blue Fins 2 Mahi 221 Mako 3 

Wahoo 1 Giant Blue Fins 0 White Marlins 32 

Albacore 5 Blue Marlins 1 Swordfish 1 

Yellow Fins 165 Big Eyes 14     



             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

           
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Shearwater 

• Stir It Up 

 

• MicBeth 

• Rainmaker 

 

• Crab Eyes 

• Westlink 

• I Lynn Life 

• Trident  

Female Angler Award:  
Jillian Vasco on “Rascal”  

     

          Division II — 2nd Place “Stir It Up”  Division II — 3rd Place “Crab Eyes” 

Over Night Challenge “Castafari”

Oyster Harbor Challenge Winners 

Division II — 1st Place “Westlink”  



         Team Challenge Winners 

 
         

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  2nd Place  

“Westlink and Insurgent”         

    1st Place  

“MicBeth and Rumble” 

  3rd Place   

“Tuna Kahuna and Hook em’ Dano” 

Pay It Forward Award: Jack Diamond Kevin Glynn Award: James Rogan 

Hard Luck Award: John Wise  Appreciation Award: Mike Valenti  



 We would like to take a moment to thank all who were involved in the 2017 Big Game Battle. We 

want to extend special thanks to our sponsors, staff, captains and crews as well as the Nantucket Boat 

Basin friends. The Dana Farber Cancer Research Institute personnel have been remarkable throughout 

the process and we feel blessed that we were able to raise funds for such a special cause. Please be 

sure to visit the official Big Game Battle Facebook page to view and share more memories of this       

summer’s event (https://www.facebook.com/Big-Game-Battle-330259843765/). 

 Once again, thank you all for the outstanding generosity and commitment to support both the    

tournament and the charitable efforts we set forth. As said many times, this Big Game Battle Tournament 

is all of ours and the success of this weekend is due to the dedication of each and every one of you.   

 

Tight Lines! 

 

The Tournament Committee  

 

 

Mark your calendars! The 2018 Big Game Battle is scheduled for August 9th — 12th. Invitations to register 

will be sent out in January and all boats that participated in the 2017 event will be given first preference.  

The O’Neill Family would like to extend their heartfelt appreciation for the generous donations to the  

Dana-Faber Cancer Research Institute in memory of their father, father-in-law, grandfather, and loving 

husband. It means the world to them to have the Big Game Battle’s support                                                    

for a cause that is near and dear to their hearts.  

https://www.facebook.com/Big-Game-Battle-330259843765/


Dear Members of the Big Game Battle Community,  
 

On behalf of our fellow staff, as well as the physicians, researchers, patients, and many others who 

make up the Dana-Farber Cancer Institute Community, I write to offer my sincerest thanks for       

selecting us as the official charity partner of the 16th Annual Big Game Battle.  

Since its founding in 1947, Dana-Farber Cancer Institute has been a world leader in cancer research 

and treatment, renowned for its equal commitment to cutting-edge science and compassionate    

clinical care. This 50-50 balance is unique among cancer centers and the catalyst for our “bench to 

bedside” approach, where researchers and physicians work hand and hand to leverage the latest 

scientific breakthroughs to benefit the patient.  

This approach id epitomized by Dana-Farber’s Leukemia program, where leading experts are     

working tirelessly to deepen our understanding of the molecular and genetic components of all types 

of leukemia and rapidly translate laboratory findings into clinical applications for patients through a 

number of methods including clinical trials. 

Our work is only possible due to the generous support of people like you, who dedicate their time, 

energy, and resources to helping us accomplish our ultimate goal: a world without cancer, so thank 

you.  

 

A special thanks also to The O’Neill Family, and the entire Tournament Committee — we are truly 

honored to collaborate with you all, and the beneficiary of your incredible efforts.   

 

Warm Regards,  

Kerry Sachs & Julie Wood  

Special Events  



 
 


