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Winterfest 2019 
By Gabe Guo 

Da-dum-da-dum-

DA-DUM! Cue the 

lights, as the lush 

sound of violins fills 

the auditorium, and a 

senior dressed in a San-

ta outfit walks up to 

the microphone and 

croons into it. The au-

dience is held captive 

by the spell of the mu-

sic on this deceptively 

snowless winter even-

ing. Then, the music 

stops, and the auditori-

um is filled with ap-

plause. 

Now, let’s play a 

guessing game. Is this 

scene: a) Coachella, b) a 

BPO concert, c) your 

grandma’s basement, 

or d) Winterfest? If you 

guessed d) Winterfest, 

you’re absolutely right! 

That’s right, it’s that 

time of the year when 

the music department 

puts on a non-stop 

three (pushing at four) 

hour show, and the au-

dience is packed with 

excited parents, sib-

lings, friends, teachers, 

alumni, and outside 

guests.  

And of course, be-

hind all this glitz and 

glamour is a rigorous 

preparation process. 

I’m talking 7 AM re-

hearsals, free periods 

spent in practice 

rooms, broken batons, 

music students who 

finally sit up in their 

chairs and look at the 

conductor during re-

hearsal, the sounds of 

Moose and Doc prais-

ing ensembles for prac-

ticing, unusually high 
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Gives Back 

By Vikki Kang 
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COMMENTARY 

US and the World: 

2020 Recession 

By Aditi Arun 

2019 has been an interesting 

year, not only politically speaking, 

but economically as well.  With an 

unprecedented number of candi-

dates running for the 2020 Demo-

cratic nomination, the news cycle 

has once again been dominated by 

debates on whether America will see 

a second Trump presidency. Among 

the chief tipping factors, experts ar-

gue whether or not the US will face 

an economic recession in coming 

years based on a Trump reelection. 

A recession would spell doom for 

Trump, as his voter base voted for 

him primarily because he promised 

an economic boom for this country’s 

middle class and blue-collar work-

ers. 

But just how likely is a recession? 

An article from Bankrate.com quotes 

many top economists on the odds. 

The average answer polled was 

about a 41 percent chance, so less 

than a random chance, which is 

good. However, almost all agree 

that a recession is highly dependent 

on the trade war with China, a hard 

Brexit, and in general, the rest of the 

world’s economy. 

See, the US, despite what Trump 

may argue, is not isolated from the 

See RECESSION COMMENTARY on B5 
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The holidays have always been 

known as a time for appreciating 

what you have and perhaps being 

more generous to those who may 

not have as much. For the second 

consecutive year, the Williamsville 

East Band and Orchestra spread 

holiday cheer throughout the city 

of Buffalo. The music wing part-

nered with the Buffalo Public 

School District’s PS #59A to bright-

en up the holiday spirits of 1st and 

2nd graders from Dr. Charles Drew 

See WINTERFEST on A2 

On Wednesday, December 11, mem-

bers of the National Honor Society (NHS) 

visited Buffalo Public School #30, Frank A. 

Sedita Academy, to celebrate Christmas 

with the kindergarten students. This part-

nership between Williamsville East and 

PS #30 dates back several years, with NHS 

members organizing a Christmas party for 

the children each December.  

Preparation for this event began in ear-

ly November, when each member signed 

up for a student and picked up their 

Christmas gift wish list. In order to ensure 

Ms. Ieda and the orchestra are busy preparing for Winterfest 

NHS Embarks on Annual  

Christmas Giving Trip 

By Jaiha Lee and Nikitha Kamath 

See NHS on A2 See ORCHESTRA on A2 
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Science Magnet School.  

This tradition began in 2018, 

when orchestra conductor Mr. 

Moose began to wonder how 

the music wing could use their 

musical talent for more than 

just playing school concerts. He 

found his answer in his good 

friend Ms. Phyllis Piazza, a 

music educator at PS59, and 

the two teamed up to connect 

the elementary school students 

with students from East. 

East students were given 

one or two pen-pals, writing 

back and forth and building up 

the children’s excitement for 

the day they would get to meet 

their pen-pal. However, the 

kids weren’t informed of the 

surprises waiting for them. Alt-

hough the celebration came 

and went in a single day, the 

music wing began to prepare 

for it weeks in advance, start-

ing in mid-November. They 

started preparing special music 

that would come together to 

give the PS59 students their 

own mini Winterfest perfor-

mance followed by lots of holi-

day cookies, drinks, and gifts. 

The day finally arrived and in 

the end it was a massive suc-

cess.  

Still riding high off of last 

year’s accomplishments, this 

year the music department be-

gan the process by wondering 

how they could make the spe-

cial concert even better. With 

one goal in mind, wanting to 

give the kids the best holiday 

ever, Symphonic Orchestra 

members Anna Lin and Vikki 

Kang came up with the idea of 

getting all the kids personal-

ized stockings in addition to 

their gifts. After being ap-

proved by Mr. Moose, the 

Symphonic Orchestra officers, 

Vikki Kang, Sydney Kim, Suzie 

Lee, and Jennie An, began to 

organize all the materials nec-

essary, with Mr. Moose provid-

ing many of the supplies for 

decorating stockings. East stu-

dents made personalized stock-

ings for their pen pals which 

they then filled with school 

supplies, candy, and a book. 

Music wing officers also began 

to reach out to local businesses, 

looking for organizations that 

were willing to make dona-

tions for the event. In particu-

lar, the local Office Depot pro-

vided pencils, pencil sharpen-

ers, and colored pencils for a 

reduced price - they did not 

make a profit off of this dona-

tion and simply wanted to help 

the music wing spread holiday 

cheer.  

While all this was happen-

ing, the music ensembles were 

working on pieces that they 

were going to perform for the 

kids. After a month of rehears-

ing and organizing the day of 

the performance finally arrived 

on the 12th of December. Once 

arriving at Public School 59, 

the ensembles quickly broke 

into groups, unloading food, 

instruments, gifts and hanging 

up each kid’s stocking, making 

sure that everything was set up 

correctly and neatly organized 

in order to have a smooth 

show. The orchestra played fan 

favorites such as Feliz Navi-

dad, Christmas Song, and of 

course Sleigh Ride.  

One lucky kid who got his 

name picked out of a hat even 

got to conduct. The crowd 

went wild for the nervous little 

boy who was still processing 

what had just occurred, but in 

the end he did a wonderful job, 

not missing a single cue or en-

trance. After his spectacular 

performance, Mr. Moose gifted 

the kid with his very own con-

ductor’s baton.  

The East students also got a 

special performance of their 

own. Ms. Piazza and her 1st 

and 2nd graders sang “Over 

the River and Through the 

Woods” and “Do Re Mi” to the 

orchestra to show their thanks 

for all the hard work put into 

making the festive event possi-

ble. 

 The gym was filled with 

laughter and joy as the stu-

dents met up with their pen-

pals, and enjoyed some time to 

get to know each other. Thank-

fully, the story doesn’t end 

there because Mr. Moose an-

nounced that the orchestra will 

continue to write to the kids 

again next year. 

ORCHESTRA from A1 

that every child received 

a gift, each member 

attending the event was 

to bring in a gift and a 

book for them to read. 

Several of the members 

also signed up for spe-

cial responsibilities such 

as playing music, face 

painting, and even 

dressing up as Santa.  

The morning of the 

event started off on a 

good note as the mem-

bers helped load their 

gifts, decorations, and 

instruments onto the 

truck prior to leaving for 

the elementary school. 

Upon arrival, the East 

students began enthusi-

astically decorating the 

gym in festive colors, 

arranging the gifts and 

books, as well as organ-

izing the music and food 

areas.  

Once the kindergar-

ten students arrived, an 

NHS member accompa-

nied them to their sta-

tion, which was previ-

ously assigned to them 

according to their class-

room number. The four 

stations set up around 

the gym were the crafts 

station, the food and 

drinks area, the music 

area, and the gifts sta-

tion with Santa.  

The crafts station 

had felt hats that the 

East students assisted 

the children in making. 

Once they finished this 

craft, they could also 

color or get their face 

painted. The next station 

was the food area, 

where snacks and drinks 

that NHS had brought 

in for the children were 

set up. The children en-

joyed chatting with their 

friends and seeing each 

other’s face paintings as 

they ate their snack.  

Another station was 

the music area where 

wooden benches sur-

rounded a group of 

stands where East stu-

dents would play their 

instruments and enter-

tain the kindergarteners 

with classic holiday 

songs. One group of 

string instruments 

played a medley from 

the Polar Express and 

Sleigh Ride. The other 

group made up of brass 

instruments played 

Christmas jingles as 

well. 

The final station was 

the most exciting: open-

ing gifts with Santa. Par-

ker Venator, a senior, 

dressed up as Santa 

Clause and handed the 

kids presents NHS stu-

dents had prepared for 

them. Their eyes would 

glow with anticipation 

as they unwrapped their 

gifts in a flurry, wrap-

ping paper flying every-

where. And they were-

n’t disappointed. The 

most common gifts were 

LOL dolls, superhero 

legos and figurines, and 

toy cars.  

While these stations 

were carefully executed 

and popular with the 

kindergarteners, a pile 

of picture books lay at 

the center of the gym as 

another form of enter-

tainment. For those who 

wanted something new, 

NHS students could sit 

down and read to their 

kids. 

Because of weather 

complications, there was 

a lower turnout from the 

kindergarteners than 

expected. Several NHS 

students were left with-

out their assigned kid, 

and as a result, they 

paired up with another 

student to make sure 

other kids were having a 

blast. Still, everyone had 

a great time and enjoyed 

this trip. 

NHS from A1 
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lesson attendance, and the 

Winter-Stress Meter. And yet, 

the music department thrives 

on this. There is a feeling of 

excitement and energy in that 

wing of the building, with stu-

dents congregating during free 

periods and after school to dis-

cuss their thoughts on how re-

hearsals could have gone 

better, over bowls of ramen 

noodles. They laugh together, 

and they work together. 

Winterfest will be held on 

Wednesday, December 18 and 

Thursday, December 19 from 

7:00pm to 10:00pm in East 

High School’s auditorium. 

Seats fill up quickly, so come 

early! There was also an in-

school performance on Tues-

day, December 17. 

This year, the music wing 

has prepared yet another great 

program for us. Pieces to be 

played include (but are certain-

ly not limited to): Danzón No. 2 

by Márquez, Nocturne Op. 19 by 

Tchaikvosky, “Meditation” by 

Massenet, “Smooth Criminal” 

by Michael Jackson, Libertango 

by Piazzolla, “That’s Christmas 

to Me” by Pentatonix, and “I’ve 

Got a Crush on You” by Gersh-

win.  

Students are very enthusi-

astic about Winterfest. Calvin 

Lee, a senior who will be per-

forming a cello solo, said, 

“Winterfest is an excellent op-

portunity for students to per-

form in front of a large audi-

ence.”  

Aidan Beecher, a junior and 

quadruple threat on trumpet, 

piano, accordion, and bag-

pipes, said, “Winterfest is 

without a doubt my favorite 

part of the year in the music 

wing. I’m amazed at how 

much work all the teachers and 

students put in every single 

year to make the production 

the best it can be. The music is 

always fantastic and you can 

tell that the musicians and au-

dience are all having fun dur-

ing the performances. I am ex-

tremely excited to be playing 

in my third Winterfest in a row 

this year. My advice to all stu-

dents in the music wing would 

definitely be to get as involved 

in Winterfest as possible. You 

will enjoy it so much more if 

you do and form amazing 

memories that will stay with 

you for a long time.”  

Noah Kotzin, a junior flau-

tist and composer, shared this 

sentiment, focusing on the 

community aspect of Winter-

fest, which “is the biggest con-

cert of the year. It really turns 

the whole music wing into one 

big family. There are so many 

good pieces being played this 

year, so I think the audience 

will love it.” 

Dr. Shewan, when asked 

for his thoughts on Winterfest 

via the time-tested method of 

iMessage interview, opined, 

“It’s a LOT of work!!!” He elab-

orated, “For weeks, students 

are here at 7am in the morning 

rehearsing, and several are 

here after school as well.” In-

deed, Winterfest is a team 

effort, and both students and 

teachers put their best work in 

to get such a wonderful result 

every single year. “It creates a 

warm atmosphere in the music 

wing,” Mr. Moose commented. 

Overall, Winterfest is one of 

the best times of year in our 

school community, and each 

night you get something new, 

so if you haven’t gone in your 

high school career, what are 

you waiting for? 

WINTERFEST from A1 

Are you tired of gambling 

with everyday currency and 

mushrooms? Are you tired of 

not having gumps and quag-

gies in your life? Are you tired? 

Try: Gumpshroom Gam-

bling Multiplayer! As senior 

Gabe Guo puts it: “Before 

Gumpshroom Gambling, I did 

not know nor appreciate the 

great value of a quaggy or a 

gumpshroom. Now, I know 

how to manage my quaggies 

and gumpshrooms so I can ac-

cumulate more of these won-

derful, beautiful, heavenly enti-

ties.” Gumpshroom Gambling 

is a free, browser-based online 

multiplayer game which was 

developed by me, Eric Yang, 

independently over the course 

of 7 months. It features a live, 

simple, intuitive betting system 

and other features as well such 

as items, an item market, a 

lottery, and others, like 

“comedy”. You can find the 

game at tiny.cc/gumbling. In 

this article, I’ll explain how to 

use Gumpshroom Gambling to 

gamble to your heart’s content 

without putting anything at 

risk.  

First, you should create an 

account. You can click sign up 

on the main page and enter a 

username and password. Your 

account is secure. You can then 

log in on the main page, which 

has news and updates about 

Gumpshroom Gambling. 

After logging in, you will be 

presented with the main gam-

bling screen. You can place a 

bet with a value of anything 

between 1,000 and 1 billion 

gumpshrooms. After placing, if 

See GUMPSHROOMS on A4 

I Made a Game Called Gumpshroom Gambling 

By Eric Yang 

https://tiny.cc/gumbling


you change your mind about betting, you 

can take back your bet by clicking the re-

tract button, or you can wait for someone 

to take your bets. Bets have a 50/50 chance 

to be won or lost. You can also take other 

peoples’ bets in the bet area. 

Scrolling down further in the page will 

take you to the quaggy market. The quag-

gy market is a feature in which you can 

invest in quaggies - they usually cost 60-70 

million gumpshrooms or $1 in cash. The 

price of a quaggy changes every 10 sec-

onds. You can also trade quaggies for 

items, bringing us to the next feature: the 

item of the week and day. 

Every day, a random common item is 

chosen to be the item of the day. You can 

receive two of this item by trading one 

quaggy for it. As for the item of the week, I 

create and release a powerful new item 

every week which you can trade one or 

two quaggies for, depending on how good 

the item is, and after that week the item 

will no longer be available for purchase in 

the quaggy market. This is one of the most 

popular features in the game. Players can 

buy items, hoping that they will increase 

in value after they become unavailable. 

They can then sell their investments on the 

Item Market. 

The Item Market is a page of 

Gumpshroom Gambling Multiplayer 

where you can sell and buy items. There 

are many items in the game, and they all 

do different things. Every bet you take 

gives you a chance of finding an item or 

quaggy, depending on the amount of the 

bet. You can find items regardless of 

whether you win or lose the bet. Once you 

obtain an item, you can throw it away if 

you decide you don't like it. Every item 

you throw gives you a 50% chance to find 

an item that someone else threw away. 

There is also another way to obtain items - 

the Lottery. 

The lottery can be found under the 

quaggy market on the main page. Every 

day, a lottery is drawn for any item of the 

week and a winner is chosen. The more 

tickets you buy, the higher of a chance you 

have to win the lottery. Tickets cost 10 mil-

lion each. 

So what are you waiting for? Signing 

up now will net you 10 million 

gumpshrooms instantly for free, and even 

get you 500,000 gumpshrooms every day 

for life! Players also gain access to a live 

feed feature in which they can post text 

about whatever’s on their mind. 

World Events in Gumpshroom Gam-

bling usually occur every major holiday. 

Events can include updates to the game’s 

mechanics. The Winter Event is currently 

going on and is lasting two weeks, having 

started Thursday, December 12th. A fea-

ture that has been implemented during 

this time is a 1v1 mode. 

Disclaimer: if the Gumpshroom Gam-

bling server goes down at any point, it is 

due to either a bug or capitalism, leading 

to my lack of funding and ultimately the 

inability to consistently host the website. If 

you would like to help keep my project 

running, you can donate $1 to me and I'll 

add a quaggy to your account. 

Gumpshroom Gambling's develop-

ment is still ongoing, and it is currently in 

the open beta stage. For this reason, I am 

taking any comments and suggestions at 

dra032005@gmail.com. 
Note: No actual gambling takes place in the 

game, and The East Side News does not condone 

gambling anything, including mushrooms. 

Signing up now will net you 

10 million gumpshrooms 

instantly for free, and even 

get you 500,000 

gumpshrooms every day for 

life! 

GUMPSHROOMS from A3 
A4 
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On Tuesday, December 

3rd, one of the top contending 

Democratic candidates, Kama-

la Harris, dropped out of the 

2020 presidential election race. 

Harris’ decision to withdraw 

from her position as a viable 

candidate was attributed to the 

exhaustion of her campaign 

funds.  

In a candid Medium post, 

Harris shared with her sup-

porters, “My campaign for 

president simply doesn’t have 

the financial resources we 

need to continue. I’m not a bil-

lionaire. I can’t fund my own 

campaign. And as the cam-

paign has gone on, it’s become 

harder and harder to raise the 

money we need to compete. In 

good faith, I can’t tell you, my 

supporters and volunteers, 

that I have a path forward if I 

don’t believe I do.”  

Harris was not the only one 

who stepped out of the race 

that week, however, as Former 

Representative Joe Sestak of 

Pennsylvania dropped out on 

the previous Sunday due to an 

unsuccessful campaigning pe-

riod, followed by Governor 

Steve Bullock of Montana the 

next morning.  

Another candidate for the 

Democratic nomination, Cory 

Booker, expressed his disap-

proval of the role played by 

“big money” in politics. Ac-

cording to The Hill, Booker 

stated that Iowa voters should 

have been able to determine 

Harris’ ability to remain in the 

race instead of money forcing 

her to withdraw.  

On the other hand, it has 

been speculated that money 

was not the sole reason for her 

departure from the presiden-

tial race. Fragmentation within 

the campaign was evident as 

fights often broke out between 

aides and with consultants.  

The Atlantic shared that 

several aides mentioned the 

weakening dynamic among 

the entire team, although Har-

ris seemed like she was una-

ware of it.  

With a front-runner like 

Kamala Harris dropping out of 

the presidential election race, it 

will be interesting to see who 

wins the Democratic nomina-

tion come the 2020 Democratic 

National Convention.  

Source: The San Diego Union Tribune 

Shortly after Bishop Richard Malone 

returned to Buffalo from his “ad limina” 

visit, a meeting with the Pope held every 

five years, the Vatican announced his res-

ignation had been accepted by Pope Fran-

cis. Under normal circumstances Catholic 

bishops retire at seventy-five, however, 

Malone was forced into retirement at sev-

enty-three. For around a year now, Catho-

lics in the Buffalo Diocese have been call-

ing for Richard Malone’s resignation due 

to his protection of those in his ministry 

who have been accused of sexual miscon-

duct, or abuse, from the public and proper 

authorities.  He has faced protests, pray-

ers for his removal, and condemnation 

from his fellow clergymen for his neglect-

ful actions. Despite the outrage of his own 

diocese, Malone steadfastly refused to re-

sign claiming a “shepherd does not desert 

the flock”.  

It should also be noted that the Apos-

tolic Visitation, the Vatican’s investigation 

process, into the Buffalo Diocese was com-

pleted this October. Malone was made 

aware of the results which are, as of yet, 

not open to the public. The suspicious 

timing of his resignation compiled with 

his hard stance that a “shepherd does not 

desert the flock” has led many to wonder 

what the report contains. It would seem 

Malone assumed a conclusion would be 

drawn as he wrote in his letter to the pub-

lic, “While I was made aware of the gen-

eral conclusions of the report, which were 

a factor in my discernment, my decision 

to retire early was made freely and volun-

tarily.” Malone also wrote that after much 

“prayer and discernment that the spiritual 

welfare of the people of the Diocese of 

Buffalo will be better served by a new 

bishop.” So whether his claims of a 

change of heart are true or not, many 

members of the Buffalo Diocese are happy 

to hear of his resignation.  

Until a new Bishop can be appointed, 

the bishop of Albany, Bishop Edward 

Scharfenberger, will be overseeing the 

Buffalo Diocese. Scharfenberger is well 

equiped to handle the sex abuse scandal 

of the Buffalo Diocese since he is a nation-

al leader for reforming the Church and 

responding to the clergy abuse scandal. 

Hopefully, the end of an era is here for the 

Buffalo Diocese.  

Kamala Harris Drops 

Out of Presidential  

Election Race 

 

By Nikitha Kamath 

Bishop Richard Malone Resigns 
By Maggie Meosky 

Source: Catholic News Agency  
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The United Kingdom un-

derwent a snap election on De-

cember 12. Boris Johnson, the 

current Prime Minister, has 

promised to “Get Brexit 

Done.” Brexit is Britain’s with-

drawal from the European Un-

ion. Johnson is the head of the 

Conservative Party, which 

formed an informal coalition 

with the Democratic Unionist 

Party, commonly referred to as 

the DUP, to have a majority 

government. The opposition 

Labour Party, headed by Jere-

my Corbyn, had promised to 

implement radical socialist re-

forms. 

The buildup to the election 

had been tense, as both candi-

dates avoided talking about 

Brexit. Johnson refused high 

profile interviews and stayed 

off the campaign trail. Corbyn, 

however, has been pushing his 

domestic agenda, which in-

cludes nationalizing Britain’s 

railways, water and energy 

companies, and increasing tax-

es on Britain’s rich. Corbyn has 

been plagued by recurring ac-

cusations of anti-semitism. 

The results of the election 

are a massive blow to the La-

bour Party. It was their worst 

showing in 80 years, leaving 

the Conservatives to celebrate 

a landslide victory. The official 

results are: 365 parliamentary 

seats for the Conservatives, 203 

seats for Labour, 48 seats for 

the Scottish National Party, 11 

seats for the anti-Brexit Liberal 

Democrats, 8 seats for the 

DUP, 1 seat for the Greens, and 

14 seats for a myriad of other 

parties. The Conservatives ex-

ceeded the 326 seats needed 

for a parliamentary majority. 

The Conservatives disman-

tled Labour’s “Red Wall,” flip-

ping long-held cities and 

strongholds. One of these 

strongholds, Blyth Valley, has 

been held by Labour since 

1950. Many are blaming Cor-

byn, and he has said that he 

will not lead the party in any 

future elections.  

The Scottish National Party 

exceeded expectations, which 

may lead to a clash with John-

son over an Independence Ref-

erendum for Scotland. The 

Source: Vox 

Johnson’s Win in U.K. Election Paves Way for Brexit   

By Seth Gellman 

On Monday, December 9th, 

a volcano on White Island in 

New Zealand, also known as 

Whakaari, erupted while 47 

tourists were visiting. White 

Island is the largest and most 

popular tourist destination in 

New Zealand. The eruption 

occurred just after 2:00 pm lo-

cal time, sending ash that bil-

lowed 12,000 ft in the air, and 

it killed 16 people with two 

bodies still missing and 26 peo-

ple with severe burns. The re-

covery team spent hours on 

the ground searching for more 

bodies, even at the 40%-60% 

risk of the volcano erupting 

again. 

White Island is one of the 

many volcanoes in New Zea-

land that can have explosive 

eruptions at any time. In the 

hydrothermal systems formed 

by heat and gases, water is 

trapped in the pores of rocks in 

a superheated state. With that, 

any external processes can tip 

this balance causing the release 

of pressure on the trapped wa-

ter, leading to a sudden erup-

tion which is very difficult to 

predict. This volcano is consid-

ered a “wet” volcano since 

magma that is stored below 

Volcano Eruptions in New Zealand 

By Thza Kanapathipillai 

See UK ELECTIONS on B3 

Source: USA Today 

See VOLCANO ERUPTIONS on B3 
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most recent Scottish Independ-

ence Referendum took place 

on September 18, 2014. The re-

sults were 1,617,989 (44.5%) 

Scots voting for independence, 

and 2,001,926 (55.5%) voting to 

remain a part of the United 

Kingdom. The turnout was 

84.6%. There may be a shift in 

opinion, however, with Scot-

land wanting to remain in the 

European Union. The Scots 

voted 62.0% to remain, while 

the UK as a whole voted to 

leave the European Union. 

Johnson now has the man-

date to pursue his ambitions of 

Britain leaving the European 

Union on January 31, 2020. 

Johnson’s snap election gam-

ble has paid off, as he has the 

political space in the UK to ne-

gotiate the deal he wants with 

the European Union. 

Prince Andrew, the Duke 

of York, released an announce-

ment on November 20th that 

he will be stepping back from 

his public duties for the fore-

seeable future due to his for-

mer association with Jeffrey 

Epstein, the infamous financer 

and sex offender. In his state-

ment, he expressed that he 

continues to “unequivocally 

regret [his] ill- judged associa-

tion with Jeffrey Epstein”, and 

that he does not want this cir-

cumstance to further disrupt 

his family’s work and the work 

of charities he supports.  

The allegations came from 

American, Virginia Giuffre, 

who claims that Epstein forced 

her to have sex with Prince 

Andrew on three occasions, 

the first in 2001, when she was 

only 17 years old. But, the is-

sues were made worse for 

Prince Andrew in his televised 

interview on the BBC, in which 

he was asked exclusively 

about his link to Epstein and 

his memory of the alleged 

event. When asked by BBC 

Newsnight interviewer, Emily 

Maitlis, about the events de-

scribed by Virginia Giuffre, 

Prince Andrew said “It didn't 

happen. I can absolutely cate-

gorically tell you it never hap-

pened."  

When shown a photo of 

himself with his arm around 

Giuffre, he said to have 

“absolutely no memory” of it. 

"I'm at a loss to explain this 

particular photograph," he 

said, "we can't be certain as to 

whether or not that's my 

hand". There have been inves-

tigations into whether the pho-

to is real or not, but the results 

have come back inconclusive.  

The Prince also claimed to 

have a medical condition that 

prevented him from perspiring 

in an attempt to rebuff the sto-

ry that Giuffre told, saying that 

he was “pouring with perspi-

ration” when they met. Re-

gardless of the truth of either 

side, the public was not ex-

tremely convinced by Prince 

Andrew’s interview, so the 

Queen has given him permis-

sion to keep from his public 

duties for some time.  

Sarah Ferguson has sup-

ported the Prince, her former 

husband, through the entire 

ordeal, saying “He is the best 

man I know. It’s just incredible 

what he has done for Britain, 

and it’s all nonsense, so I talk 

about familyhood, and I’m 

very strong about it.” As for 

Giuffre, she had apparently 

been informed by the FBI of a 

credible threat made on her 

life, and she took to social me-

dia informing people that she 

is not suicidal, and “If some-

thing happens [to her]...  do 

not let this go away and help 

me to protect them. Too many 

evil people want to see me qui-

eted.”  

In a recent interview on the 

BBC Panorama, Giuffre im-

plored the British people to 

take her side. “This is not some 

sordid sex story,” she 

said,  “This is a story of being 

trafficked. This is a story of 

abuse and this is a story of 

your guys’ royalty.”  

Prince Andrew Steps Down from Public Duties 

By Maler Suresh 

Source: Yahoo NZ News 

UK ELECTIONS from B2 

often comes in contact 

with cold groundwater 

or seawater that seeps 

down below the volca-

no, making it suscepti-

ble to hydrothermal 

eruptions. In the Wha-

kaari volcano, gas pres-

sures still remain high 

and further eruptions 

are possible. 

Many of the survi-

vors have burns over 

about 30% of their bod-

ies, and to meet their 

needs doctors will re-

quire over 1,292 square 

feet of skin from tissue 

banks. Surgeons have 

been working nonstop 

on these patients be-

cause most of the inju-

ries were worsened by 

the poisonous gasses in 

the eruption. 

The death toll con-

tinues to rise, and in a 

statement , New Zea-

land’s prime minister, 

Jacinda Ardern, thanked 

those that were part of 

the recovery teams, say-

ing that her thoughts are 

with the victim’s fami-

lies. “We know that reu-

nification won't ease 

that sense of loss or grief 

because I don't think an-

ything can, but we felt 

an enormous duty of 

care as New Zealanders 

to make sure that we 

brought their family 

members back." 

VOLCANO ERUPTIONS  from B2 
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Target 3rd Quarter Report 

By Ryan Chou  

With the 3rd quarter hav-

ing come to a close, Target’s 

earnings have come in. Unlike 

a majority of retailers, Target 

has had a strong quarter. In 

fact, the quarter has been so 

strong for the company that it 

has outperformed the expected 

results of financial analysts. 

For example, Target generated 

$18.67 billion in revenue this 

quarter. According to financial 

analysts, the expected revenue 

of Target was $18.49 billion, or 

about $18 million less than the 

actual revenue.  

Additionally, this revenue 

of $18.67 billion is almost $1 

billion more than Target’s 

$17.82 billion revenue from 

last year.  

In the 3rd quarter, compa-

rable sales were reported to 

have grown 4.5% by Target. 

This is the product of 2.8% 

growth in stores and another 

1.7% from digital sales. Com-

bined with totals from last 

year, Target has summed up 

about a 10% comparable sales 

growth since last year. 

Shares also closed at a high 

of $127.20, which ends up be-

ing a surge of about 14%. In 

total, Target shares have gone 

up by about 90% this year. 

This is an improvement from 

2018, when stocks ended up 

about 6% lower at the end of 

the year than they were at the 

beginning. As a result, Target 

shareholders also benefited 

Tesla recently announced 

its new vehicle—and it hasn’t 

gone well. 

At a promotional event in 

Los Angeles, CEO Elon Musk 

unveiled Tesla’s latest pro-

ject—the Cybertruck. Touted 

as a futuristic replacement for 

the conventional pickup truck, 

its design was controversial, to 

say the least. 

The truck’s unusual design 

has been compared to the 

cyber-punk vehicles featured 

in Blade Runner and Total Re-

call. Despite its flashy exterior, 

its looks aren’t the only inno-

vation Tesla is promising. 

Their presentation highlighted 

a few key selling points: 

Consistent with their com-

mitment to high-performance 

electric vehicles, the Cyber-

truck is all electric, with a 

promised range of over 250 

miles on one charge for the 

base model. The truck comes 

in 3 engine varieties, with the 

lowest priced at $39,900 and 

the premium up to $69,900. 

The tri-motor AWD option 

promises double the 250 miles 

of the single-motor variant. 

Milled from stainless steel, 

the chassis of the vehicle is 

meant to be dent-proofed as 

well as corrosion and wear-

resistant. During the demon-

stration, an assistant swung a 

sledgehammer into a door, 

which bounced off with little 

impact. A similar demonstra-

tion for the truck’s glass, which 

Musk claimed to be 

breakproof, conducted similar-

ly: an assistant threw a metal 

ball at the truck’s window to 

demonstrate its resiliency. 

However, the glass didn’t fare 

too well under stress. 

The ball, in two separate 

attempts, left a spiderweb 

crack across the glass. “Oh my 

[expletive] god,” said Musk, 

Tesla’s New Cybertruck Impacts Business 

By Henry Su  

See TARGET on B5 

See TESLA on B5 
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rest of the world. We depend 

on our trade partners just as 

much as they do on us. The 

trade war with China is just 

one example. Yes, China’s 

economy is slowing down, alt-

hough not to the point of a re-

cession. However, the US gets 

a double whammy. China is 

the biggest consumer of US 

soybeans, to the point where 

they have signed contracts 

worth billions of dollars com-

mitted to importing said soy-

beans from the US. The trade 

war, to no surprise, has hit 

American farmers hard (many 

of whom voted for Trump, by 

the way). Additionally, the 

trade war, among other vola-

tile policies by Trump, is creat-

ing a greater sense of risk for 

investors, whether or not the 

sector they are investing in will 

actually be affected by the 

trade war. This further increas-

es the risk of a recession.   

As for Brexit? Well, no one 

knows. What we do know is 

that the US has a trade surplus 

with the UK, so a Brexit 

will affect the US economy for 

the worse, just maybe not as 

much as people think. Why 

would economists worry about 

it then? Many suspect that a 

hard Brexit would cause con-

siderable market volatility. Ac-

cording to CNBC, the Dow 

Jones dropped by “5 or 6 per-

cent” following the 2016 Brexit 

referendum. This could cut as 

much as 0.5% of the US GDP. 

Though this isn’t 

enough to cause a recession 

alone, it could further the risk 

of one in investors’ minds.   

There are many countries in 

the world seeing an economic 

slowdown in the upcoming 

year, including Germany, Italy, 

and México (all of whom are 

significant trade partners with 

the US). While each country 

individually would not affect 

the US much, we don’t live in a 

controlled, single variable 

world.  

This year’s debates have 

just highlighted the web we 

live in; everybody affects eve-

rybody else, and there is no 

escaping that. All that matters 

is how we affect our global 

partners, and how we deal 

with the downturns together.  

So, is the US going to end 

up in a recession in the foresee-

able future? Well, it’s going to 

depend greatly on how well 

our trading partners do eco-

nomically. 

from this positive 3rd quarter 

earnings report, with $337 mil-

lion in dividends being distrib-

uted to investors. 

And following the general 

trend of the rise of digital re-

tailing, Target’s digital sales 

grew by a whopping 31% in 

the 3rd quarter.  

To try to continue these 

strong reports in the 4th quar-

ter, Target has begun opening 

new locations in New York 

and college campuses. Accord-

ing to Brian Cornell, CEO of 

Target, when customers opt 

for curbside pickup instead of 

shipping from distribution 

centers, costs can be cut by 

90%. As a result, Target may 

bolster its’ profits in the 4th 

quarter through advertising 

curbside pickup more.  

So, Target is looking strong 

coming into the 4th quarter 

with almost completely across 

the board higher than ex-

pected earnings. Could Target 

take a total 180 and have nega-

tive earnings next quarter? 

Yes. But this is more unlikely 

than other quarters due to the 

upcoming holiday seasons that 

will probably increase Target’s 

revenue. 

The trade war, among other 

volatile policies by Trump, is 

creating a greater sense of risk for 

investors …  

trying to save face. “We’ll 

fix that in post.”  

Following the botched 

press conference, Tesla 

stock prices dropped 6.14% 

to $333.04. This is nothing 

new to investors; Tesla 

stock is widely known to be 

volatile, owing in part to 

Elon Musk’s often contro-

versial behaviors. In one in-

stance, Tesla stocks 

dropped over 5% after 

Musk avoided a question 

from a market analyst about 

earnings.  

Despite Musk’s occa-

sional outbursts, the compa-

ny is on the up—the Cyber-

truck has received over 

300,000 pre-orders in the 

past month. 

TARGET from B4 

RECESSION COMMENTARY from A1 
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Parasite. Regarded as one of 

the most compelling films of 

2019 and the winner of the 

highly coveted Palme d’Or at 

the Cannes Film Festival, Para-

site has captivated audiences 

and movie critics around the 

world. Transcending genre 

boundaries by seamlessly 

blending social satire, dark 

comedy, and thriller all at 

once, Director Bong Joon Ho’s 

latest masterpiece has become 

the highest-grossing foreign-

language Palme d’Or winner in 

the US, making $18 million at 

the domestic box office since its 

release.  

This South Korean movie 

tells the story of two families, 

the Kims, who live on the out-

skirts of poverty, and the 

Parks, who are the culmination 

of wealth and opulence. When 

the Kim son scams the Park 

family by becoming a tutor for 

their daughter, both families 

become engulfed in a sticky 

web of lies and deceit, inter-

twining their lives in ways that 

question the ethical nature of 

their actions and lifestyles. 

But the film’s synoptic shell 

does it no justice. At its roots, 

Parasite deals with the conflict 

that is social class and the re-

percussions that arise for those 

who try to escape the system. 

Its many twists and turns, all 

building up to its shocking fi-

nale, open the floodgates for 

deep reflection on society.  

The symbolism of water in 

the movie is especially preva-

lent. As Bong recalled in an in-

terview, “Rather than water 

being important itself, water 

flows from top to bottom … 

I’ve always seen water flow 

from the rich to the poor and 

never flows the other way. 

And so it really delivers that 

sad element of the story.” 

Interestingly, there are no 

strict boundaries between the 

villains and the victims; every-

one in the movie has elements 

of both. When the audience 

questions one character’s ac-

tions, they are reminded of the 

context from which they come 

from and their genuine mo-

tives. When another character 

witnesses the fallout from their 

mistakes, the consequences of-

ten feel exaggerated and unde-

served. They’re all easy to em-

pathize with, but everything is 

bittersweet. In short, they’re 

human. 

Parasite is a must-see for all 

lovers of cinema. The beautiful 

cinematography paired with 

the vivid storytelling and right 

dialogue culminate into a cap-

tivating experience, reminding 

viewers of the importance of 

humanizing those around us.  

Review: Parasite 

By Jaiha Lee 

Source: America Magazine 

With the end-of-year 

rush now behind us, 

we're looking back at 

the best games of 2019. 

this list encompasses all 

platforms to provide a 

more complete look at 

this year's top reviewed 

games. Below you'll 

find all 10 games re-

leased in 2019. (Games 

aren’t in order from best 

to worst.) 

Kingdom Hearts III 

Score: 9/10 | Devel-

oper: Square Enix | 

Platform(s): PS4, Xbox 

One 

In the long-awaited 

Kingdom Hearts 3, 

Square did a fantastic 

job of capturing the 

spirit of these Disney 

worlds while giving us 

a massive toolbox for 

battles and exploration. 

It’s so cool seeing so 

many characters from 

throughout this series 

interact in new ways 

and rekindle old bonds. 

Kingdom Hearts 3 is full 

of heart and is a ful-

filling evolution and 

resolution of the fran-

chise. 

Apex Legends 

Score: 9/10 | Devel-

oper: Respawn | Plat-

form(s): PS4, Xbox One, 

PC 

Apex Legends 

makes squad-based 

battle royale work better 

than thought possible, 

even when playing with 

a randomly matched 

team. Its intuitive com-

munication system 

makes strategic 

teamplay achievable 

without a word, and the 

eight unique legends 

each have cool abilities 

that are rewarding. The 

fascinating sci-fi map 

leads to tense encoun-

ters filled with all of the 

pristine gunplay and 

polish from the Titanfall 

series, and its free-to-

play setup doesn’t pres-

sure you to pay to keep 

up. 

Borderlands 3 

Score: 10/10 | Devel-

oper: Gearbox | Plat-

form(s): PS4, Xbox One, 

PC, Stadia 

If Borderlands 3 is 

what happens when a 

modern looter shooter 

doesn’t concern itself 

with the longevity of its 

item economy and daily 

quests, then you can 

sign me up for Border-

lands 4 right now. Being 

untethered from persis-

tent servers and able to 

trade loot at will is a re-

freshing change of pace, 

but that’s hardly the on-

ly reason why this such 

an amazing co-op FPS. 

The sheer magnitude 

and diversity of its arse-

nal of fun and surpris-

ing weaponry are un-

matched, and the strik-

ing amount of loving 

detail and variety 

packed into its energetic 

and replayable 30-hour 

campaign is what 

makes Borderlands 3 a 

high-point for the series 

– and the genre as a 

whole. 

Resident Evil 2 

Score: 9/10 | Devel-

oper: Capcom | Plat-

form(s): PS4, Xbox One, 

PC 

Capcom did a fan-

tastic job of resurrecting 

all the best parts of the 

classic Resident Evil 2 

and making them look, 

sound, and play like a 

2019 game. If you’re of 

the mind that the series 

had lost its way for a 

while there, this game is 

very much a return to 

form. The zombie com-

bat is satisfying and ex-

ploring the dilapidated 

ruins of Raccoon City is 

a thrill. This establishes 

a new standard for re-

making classic games. 

Star Wars Jedi: Fall-

en Order 

Score: 10/10 | Devel-

oper: Respawn | Plat-

form(s): PS4, Xbox One, 

PC 

See TOP GAMES on C2 

Top Games of 2019 

By Prabhnoor Singh 
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Have you ever felt that you could 

change the world, but the world doesn’t 

want to change? That it’s up to you to 

convince the world that you have the an-

swers, but the world doesn’t want to lis-

ten? That’s basically the plot of Hazbin Ho-

tel summarized into about two sentences. 

Hazbin Hotel is an animated series first up-

loaded on October 28th, 2019 to Youtube 

with one half-hour-long pilot episode cur-

rently available for free, which came 

along with a 15 minute pilot for a spinoff 

series in the same world called Helluva 

Boss. Both are created and produced by 

the user Vivziepop on YouTube. Both are 

aimed at a more mature audience, which 

is ironic for a YouTube show. Combined, 

the two episodes have about 30 million 

views. In this article, I’ll focus mainly on 

the first of the two episodes, the pilot of 

Hazbin Hotel. 

Overall, is it good? And what is it 

about? 

Uh... Sure. It’s good, I guess. Why the 

indecisive answer? Well, let’s discuss the 

actual plot and what the show does good 

and bad. Hazbin Hotel is set in hell. The 

actual hell. That place the worst people in 

the world go, hell. That’s the most im-

portant thing to remember throughout the 

entire show. It’s in hell. And hey, guess 

what? Lots of people go to hell. And ap-

parently, hell gets pretty full every year. 

To make room, the angels decided to have 

an annual purge to make sure that there’s 

space for everyone to kinda chill and do 

awful things, I guess? There’s not a whole 

lot of the usual “burn in hell and repent 

for your sins” thing, everyone just kinda 

acts horribly and goes about life. Any-

ways, now that the setting is set, let’s talk 

about characters. The main character is 

Charlie, a demon princess born in hell be-

cause apparently, that’s possible. She 

doesn’t like the whole purge thing and 

thinks there’s another way to make sure 

hell isn’t overpopulated without the 

purge. Redemption! She decides to open a 

hotel to let demons redeem themselves 

and go to heaven. Nobody likes the idea 

because there’s usually a good reason for 

the majority of these people to be in hell. 

Enter the protagonist and sidekicks to try 

and change the world! The pilot doesn’t 

go very in-depth into either the whole hell 

thing or the characters, but for a pilot, it 

does a good job of establishing what’s go-

ing to happen from here on out. 

Is there anything, in particular, that’s 

well done? 

The animation is the most obvious 

well-done part of the show. It’s fluid and 

lively, and it’s really put on display in the 

two musical numbers within the pilot. Oh 

right, there are two fully animated musi-

cal sections in just the first episode. Is it a 

bit much? I don’t think so personally, as 

they both serve to exemplify the charac-

ter’s personalities and style. The two 

The legend that is Tom 

Hanks nails his role of Mr. 

Rogers, the children’s televi-

sion icon, in his newest movie 

A Beautiful Day in the Neighbor-

hood. This movie tells the story 

of an emotionally troubled in-

vestigative journalist, Lloyd 

Vogel, who finds a path to for-

giveness while trying to unrav-

el Mr. Rogers, whom he finds 

to be an impossibly good per-

son. As the story progresses, 

Vogel finds himself more and 

more perplexed by the differ-

ent sides of Mr. Rogers por-

trayed by Tom Hanks.  

Eventually, the original 

fluff piece Vogel was sent to 

write becomes something 

much more, and Vogel finds 

his life changed because he 

met the magical Mr. Rogers. 

It is a beautiful story inter-

rupted with moments where 

the audience becomes the chil-

dren watching Mister Rogers’ 

Neighborhood, the tv show Mr. 

Rogers hosted from 1968-2001. 

It is in these moments where 

the brilliance of Tom Hanks’ 

acting abilities can be seen 

best. As someone who 

watched Mister Rogers’ Neigh-

borhood as a child, I can con-

firm that Hanks had not only 

memorized the every move-

ment of Mr. Rogers, but exe-

cuted them as well. From the 

shoe toss from one hand to the 

other featured at the beginning 

of every episode to the facial 

expression Mr. Rogers made 

when he looked directly into 

the camera, Hanks got every 

detail right. Yes, even the sing-

ing in the theme song was spot 

on. 

On another note, fans of the 

Review: Hazbin Hotel 

By James Liu 

Review: A Beautiful Day in the Neighborhood 

By Maggie Meosky 

Source: IMDb 

Source: the Avalon Theatre 
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songs are sung by differ-

ent characters and are 

distinct in coloring, 

pace, and overall tone. 

The music itself is 

catchy and the anima-

tion complements the 

songs with a nice visual 

touch. For an inde-

pendently animated 

show without the usual 

large budget or team of 

animators, it’s done ex-

tremely well. The ani-

mation is on par with 

and exceeds the quality 

of some modern shows. 

With complex character 

designs and lots of 

movement, it makes 

other shows look like 

stick figures with no 

emotion or liveliness. 

On the topic of charac-

ters, they’re all uniquely 

designed, with colors 

and features that I’ve 

never seen anything 

even comparable to. 

There’s a four-armed 

pink and white spider 

looking demon thing 

whose design really sets 

him apart from just 

about anything else I 

can think of, for exam-

ple. They give the show 

a distinct style and 

stand out amongst 

YouTube’s interface and 

a lot of other series that 

all have similar color 

schemes and designs. 

The plot overall seems 

interesting enough as a 

story about changing 

society in hell. Charlie’s 

uphill battle to give this 

hell a chance to become 

redeemed sounds really 

interesting and could 

lead to interesting con-

flicts given that Char-

lie’s a princess and de-

mon royalty. Her dad 

has been mentioned to 

not approve of her idea 

already, so that seems 

like a fight waiting to 

happen in the show. 

There’s a lot of interest-

ing concepts waiting to 

be explored, and with 

over 20 million views in 

just over a month, it 

seems like the hype will 

continue and the series 

will have the steam it 

needs to get more epi-

sodes out. 

Is there anything, in 

particular, that’s bad? 

It’s been ages since 

we got a great single-

player Star Wars action 

game, but Jedi: Fallen Or-

der makes up for a lot of 

lost time. A strong cast 

sells a dark story while 

keeping things fun and 

loyal to Star Wars lore, 

and fast, challenging 

combat mixes with ener-

getic platforming, decent 

puzzles, and diverse lo-

cations to explore for an 

all-around amazing 

game. 

Pokemon Sword and 

Shield 

Score: 10/10 | Devel-

oper: Game Freak | Plat-

form(s): Switch 

Pokemon Sword and 

Pokemon Shield are closer 

to my dream Pokemon 

RPGs than anything 

that’s come before. I’d 

still like better cutscenes, 

companion Pokemon, the 

complete Pokedex, and a 

more visually interesting 

Wild Area, but nitpicks 

are just not very effective 

when everything else 

was such a complete joy 

to play. The way they re-

spect my time is wonder-

ful, and the removal of 

monotony from random 

encounters and other 

odds and ends distills it 

down to only the pure 

and charming fun of cap-

turing, training and 

battling wonderful crea-

tures. And hey, if I’m 

missing any tedious repe-

tition, I can always get 

back into breeding. 

The Division 2 

Score: 9/10 | Develop-

er: Massive Entertain-

ment | Platform(s): PS4, 

Xbox One, PC 

The Division 2 is a re-

fined and intuitive 

shared-world shooter. Its 

wonderful recreation of 

Washington, D.C. is a 

pleasure to explore 

thanks to a generous 

amount of chests, collect-

ibles, and dynamic open-

world activities. Plus, the 

campaign is full of great 

gunplay and missions. 

The Division 2 was one of 

the strongest launches 

the shared-world shooter 

genre has seen yet. 

Gears 5 

Score: 9/10 | Develop-

er: The Coalition | Plat-

form(s): Xbox One, PC 

Once again, awards season 

is upon us. It’s time to break 

out your evening gowns and 

roll out your red carpet. Com-

ing up soon are the Screen Ac-

tors Guild Awards, and nomi-

nations for shows, movies, and 

actors have been released. 

Some of the shows and movies 

that have been nominated in-

clude Game of Thrones, Stranger 

Things, Avengers: Endgame, Jok-

er, Ford vs. Ferrari, and The 

Walking Dead.  

Many great actors have 

been nominated for awards as 

well, some of them including 

Leonardo DiCaprio for Best 

Male Actor in a Leading Role, 

Scarlett Johansson for Best Fe-

male Actor in a Leading role, 

and Jennifer Aniston for Best 

Female Actor in a Drama se-

ries.  

Here’s a run down on some 

of the shows and movies if you 

didn’t get a chance to watch 

them. Nominated for Stunt En-

semble in a Motion Picture, 

Joker is a movie that you will 

want to see. Have you ever 

wondered how the Joker be-

came the mentally insane vil-

lain that we see in Batman 

movies? This movie shows 

how the Joker’s childhood 

hardships lead to the criminal 

mastermind that we see today.  

Also nominated for Stunt 

Ensemble in a Motion Picture, 

Ford vs. Ferrari shows the battle 

between two car companies to 

win a car race. Tired of losing 

to Ferrari, Ford tries to create a 

race car that will be able to 

compete with Ferrari’s race 

car.  

The popular sci-fi show, 

Stranger Things was nominated 

for Ensemble in a Drama Se-

ries. This show came out with 

its third season this past sum-

mer. In the first season, Will 

Byers goes missing. His friends 

and family have no idea where 

he went. Eleven, a girl who es-

caped a scientific testing lab, 

has psychological powers that 

may help Will’s friends find 

him.  

While there have been 

many great nominations this 

year, it would not be an 

awards show without few 

snubs and surprises. Although 

the movie Little Women did 

well with critics, the new mov-

ie has yet to be nominated for 

awards. The movie was 

snubbed at the Golden Globes 

and yet again at the Screen Ac-

tors Guild nominations. Along 

with some snubs were some 

interesting surprises including 

Kathy Bates being accidentally 

nominated into a lead category 

instead of a supporting catego-

ry in the movie Richard Jewell.  

Make sure you tune into 

the 2020 Screen Actors Guild 

Awards for an exciting award 

show on January 19, 2020 at 

8:00 PM EST! 

Must-See TV: 

SAG Award Nominations 

By Joelle Silvestri and Melissa Smith 

Source: Hollywood Reporter 

HOTEL from C2 

See HOTEL on C4 

TOP GAMES from C1 

See TOP GAMES on C4 



C4 

The humor isn’t real-

ly complex or that fun-

ny. The majority of the 

jokes and punchlines 

boil down to “character 

says something funny/

offensive, now laugh”, 

which isn’t the most en-

tertaining way to write 

any sort of joke, even 

adult humor. It works 

well enough since the 

show is set in hell and 

the characters are sup-

posed to be awful peo-

ple, but there’s much 

more potential than just 

what the show does. I’m 

also kinda disappointed 

there’s absolutely zero 

jokes about religion for a 

show set in hell and 

about redemption. I’m 

not sure if there’s a rea-

son they couldn’t, but it 

feels like a big missed 

opportunity. Aside from 

that, the pilot tries to 

cover so much in half an 

hour that nothing really 

gets developed well, 

which might become a 

problem the show con-

stantly deals with. The 

whole purge thing is 

quickly covered at the 

start, the angels that ap-

parently carry it out are 

nowhere to be seen, and 

there’s some sort of turf 

war between some side 

characters in hell that 

are shown for a few 

minutes but doesn’t 

seem to be too relevant 

to the plot. It’s not nec-

essarily bad but leaves 

me somewhat disap-

pointed that there’s so 

much to cover and not 

much time, even with 

half an hour. While the 

character designs are 

great, their personalities 

seem pretty one-

dimensional so far, alt-

hough that could change 

later. For the main four 

characters who work for 

the hotel, we have “the 

happy one”, “the cynical 

sidekick”, “the drug and 

sex addict”, and “red 

sans”. If you can already 

tell which characters I’m 

referring to with just 

those few words, that’s 

probably not a good 

thing. There’s definitely 

room to grow though, as 

the characters haven’t 

really started working 

towards the goal of re-

deeming hell and letting 

them move to heaven, 

which could lead to 

growth and change. It’s 

just been quick introduc-

tions, which sort of sup-

ports that idea of cover-

ing so much but devel-

oping so little. 

So, should I watch 

it? 

Yeah, give it a 

chance. The animation 

and music are a big rea-

son alone to watch the 

pilot, even if you can’t 

stand anything else. It’s 

refreshing to see so 

much work put into 

something like this, and 

you can tell the creators 

were passionate about 

making this as good as it 

can be. There are defi-

nitely issues with it that 

can’t really be ignored, 

like the lackluster hu-

mor and character per-

sonalities, but I don’t 

think they’re big enough 

to diminish the high-

quality animation and 

musical segments.  

The show definitely 

could turn out great if 

the creators keep up the 

great animation and put 

more effort into the hu-

mor while developing 

the characters and plot.  

On the other hand, 

the show could also end 

up pretty bad if it con-

tinues to just try and 

cover too much too little 

and spirals out of con-

trol into a really nice 

looking pile of garbage.  

There are signs 

pointing in both direc-

tions, but so far, the 

show looks like it’ll be 

heading down a good 

path with high-quality 

animation and pretty 

good writing. 

To be clear, it’s not surpris-

ing at all that Gears 5 is an ex-

cellent third-person action 

game. This iconic series has 

never really had a misfire, even 

when changing hands from 

original developer Epic to The 

Coalition, and the hot streak 

remains unbroken. What was 

unexpected is just how effec-

tively it doubles down on story 

with a character-focused, con-

sequence-filled tale that plays 

to one of the franchise’s most 

underappreciated strengths 

and backs it up with fun, wel-

come additions to both its 

gameplay formula and flow. 

And that’s just the campaign: 

add in a heavy-hitting multi-

player lineup of Versus, Versus 

Arcade, Horde, and Escape 

and it makes Gears 5 one of the 

best and most versatile action-

game packages in recent 

memory. 

Super Mario Maker 2 

Score: 9/10 | Developer: 

Nintendo | Platform(s): Switch 

It’s hard to decide where to 

begin when talking about all 

the things we love about Super 

Mario Maker 2. It does nearly 

everything better than its al-

ready excellent predecessor, 

introducing some incredible 

new ideas, building items, and 

so much more -- all while 

maintaining the charm of Mar-

io games we know and love. 

It’s the most accessible game 

design tool ever created and 

the Story Mode is a great ex-

cuse to play through hundreds 

of novel, professionally made 

levels. 

Mortal Kombat 11 

Score: 9/10 | Developer: 

NetherRealm | Platform(s): 

PS4, Xbox One, Switch, PC 

Mortal Kombat 11 is as good 

as it is gory. Everything from 

its methodical and deep com-

bat to its fantastically absurd 

story mode and its rock-solid 

net code, right down to its ex-

traordinarily comprehensive 

tutorial is exceptional. This se-

ries continues to prove that 

there’s real fighting depth be-

yond its notoriously gory Fa-

talities, and this one, in partic-

ular, stands out as a spine-

ripping good time.  

NBC TV show This is Us 

may also want to see 

this movie because Su-

san Kelechi Watson, 

who plays Beth in This 

is Us,  plays the wife of 

Lloyd Vogel. A Beautiful 

Day in the Neighbor-

hood is actually her 

film debut, but you 

would never know it. 

She delivers a great per-

formance despite the 

pressure of being in a 

film with Tom Hanks 

her first time around. 

Anyone who has 

ever seen Mister Rogers’ 

Neighborhood should see 

this when they get the 

chance. It is one of the 

most heartwarming 

movies I have ever 

watched, and took me 

back to my childhood. 

(Insert adults laughing 

over how I’m still a 

child here. I know, you 

get the point). It was 

also very fun to see the 

interaction between the 

gloomy Lloyd Vogel 

and the seemingly per-

petually peppy Mr. and 

Mrs. Rogers.  

By the way, it’s a 

tearjerker. You’ve been 

warned. 

NEIGHBORHOOD from C2 

TOP GAMES from C3 

HOTEL from C3 

Source: IGN 



Sci-Tech 
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Federal officials announced 

this week that the Las Vegas-

based programmers behind 

two of the most subscribed ille-

gal streaming platforms - 

iStreamItAll and Jetflix - have 

admitted to running them. 

These services reportedly have 

greater subscriptions that 

better-known legal streaming 

platforms such as Netflix and 

Hulu. iStreamItAll is a sub-

scription-based streaming site, 

and Jetflix streams programs 

illegally from television. 

Luis Villarino and Darryl 

Polo pleaded guilty to the FBI 

for copyright infringement for 

running iStreamItAll and Jet-

flix. With over 118,000 TV epi-

sodes and 11,000 movies, 

iStreamItAll has more content 

than Netflix, Hulu, Amazon 

Prime, and Vudu. Polo urged 

members of iStreamItAll to 

choose pirated services over 

legal ones, and made over $1 

million in revenue from the 

website, according to the plea 

agreement. 

Both Villarino and Polo ad-

mitted to using automated 

computer software programs 

to locate, download, and store 

illegally acquired copyrighted 

content. Both iStreamItAll and 

Jetflix could be utilized on a 

wide variety of devices, includ-

ing smartphones, iPads, TVs, 

and video game consoles, cost-

ing copyright owners millions. 

The two programmers are 

scheduled to be sentenced in 

Virginia in March. 

FBI Moves Against Illegal Streaming 

By Dan Purizhansky 

Source: Engadget 

The East Side Newspaper @ YouTube 

Coming Soon: Season 2  

Episode 2 of The Bonfire!  

Featuring Class of 
2023 Council. 



Sports E1 

Jack Eichel has hit a 14 

game point streak, the longest 

streak in the league currently. 

The 23-year-old forward rec-

orded his 300th point on De-

cember 8th. He’s been consist-

ently at the top of the NHL for 

points this season. Eichel’s de-

fensive game has also made 

notable improvement this year. 

The player Buffalo had tanked 

for is reaching the potential the 

Sabres noticed back in 2015.  

There’s no doubt that Ralph 

Krueger emphasizes defensive 

strength more than Phil Hous-

ley. Krueger was the defensive 

coach for the Edmonton Oilers 

six years ago. His systems have 

taught discipline to the for-

wards and focus on risk vs. re-

ward. Although there are still 

lapses in the defense, the team 

is showing remarkable im-

provement from where they 

ended in April. Viewers have 

seen this in Jack Eichel who has 

become a well-rounded center.  

Jack is seeing about 21 

minutes of ice during the 

game, second only to de-

fenseman Rasmus Ristolainen. 

He scored his eighteenth goal 

of the season on December 5th 

against the Calgary Flames. He 

registered 82 points last season 

(a career high), but now he’s on 

track for 111 points this year. 

This Sabre is in seventh place 

for both points and goals in the 

NHL. It is widely believed that 

Jack will hit over 40 goals this 

year. Eichel has said that his 

scoring mentality has strength-

ened after speaking to his old 

teammate Matt Moulson, who 

told him to shoot more. He 

scored all the goals against the 

Senators last month to lead the 

Sabres to a 4-2 victory. The 

team seems to rely on “Captain 

Jack” when they need momen-

tum. He earned the NHL 3rd 

star of the week.  

Recently, the Sabres defeat-

ed Edmonton on the road in 

OT 3-2. Eichel and Marcus Jo-

hannson assisted Colin Miller 

for the game winner. This was 

Miller’s first goal since being 

recruited by Jason Botterill in 

the offseason. The Edmonton 

Oilers have been one of the top 

teams in the Western Confer-

ence with Leon Draisaitl and 

Connor McDavid, the top two 

point leaders in the league.  

However, Buffalo contained 

them and neither Draisaitl nor 

McDavid scored a point during 

the game. The team returned 

from their Western Canadian 

road trip(1-1-1) to defeat the 

defending Stanley Cup cham-

pions of St. Louis. Eichel 

reached 20 goals by putting 

two in the net against his old 

teammate Ryan O’Reily.  

The Sabres have six games 

from December 12th to the 

Christmas break, including one 

against division rival, the To-

ronto Maple Leafs. The Sabres 

are currently second in the At-

lantic Division and hope to add 

to the points in the final stretch 

before time off.  

Sabres’ Eichel Hits 300 Point Mark 

By Maggie Meosky 

The Knicks have been as 

bad as ever. The Knicks’ down-

ward spiral has been going on 

for nearly 20 years. Every year 

there is a new glimmer of hope 

that they will make the 

playoffs. However the Knicks 

haven’t even made it past the 

11th seed since their 2014-2015 

season! They have been excep-

tionally bad and extremely de-

pendent on the fact that they 

are located in a big city.  

The Knicks have been so 

reliant on that fact that they 

had Kevin Durant and Kyrie 

Irving on their hands that they 

traded their only budding star 

Kristaps Porzingis for absolute-

ly nothing. Instead of getting 

KD and Kyrie in free agency, 

they got Bobby Portis and Jul-

ius Randle on expensive con-

tracts.  

The Knicks hired David 

Fizdale thinking that he will 

help the Knicks become better. 

Instead he lead them to be 

dead last in the Eastern Confer-

ence. After two seasons, the 

Knicks fired him and currently 

don’t have a real coach to take 

care of the team.  

None of their lottery picks 

in the last several years have 

become stars, and even if they 

did become stars, they left the 

team. Kevin Knox hasn’t done 

anything crazy, Frank Ntilikina 

has been pretty bad, RJ Barret 

isn’t even in contention for 

rookie of the year, and Kristaps 

Porzingis is gone.  

The best player on the team 

in Julius Randle. The guy who 

wasn’t even supposed to be 

there. Therefore, the Knicks 

have been in the middle of an 

extreme downward spiral for 

several years and the fans have 

given up on them.  

Knicks Don’t Make  

The Right Moves 
By Mucteba Gokcek 

Source: NBC Sports 

Source: NYTimes 



F1 

Join us Wednesdays after school in Computer Lab Room 204 

Advisors: 

Mr. Huber, Mrs. Lanzone 

Managing Editors: 

Nikitha Kamath, Jaiha Lee 

Editor-in-Chief: 

Gabe Guo 

Business Manager: 

Vikki Kang 

Photography Editor: 

Yilia Zhou 

Web Master: 

Henry Su 

Features/East Editor: 

Dan Krieger 

National Editor: 

Elise Yu 

International Editor 

Maler Suresh 

Entertainment Editor: 

Prabhnoor Singh  

Sci-Tech Editor: 

Daniel Purizhansky 

Sports Editor: 

Neel Cheruvu 

Finance/Business Editor: 

Ryan Chou  

Comic Editor: 

James Liu 

Video Editor: 

Leo Yana-Romero 

2019-2020 East Side News Editorial Board 

B
y Jam

e
s Liu

 


