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RACHELLE TORMINO  

AND STUDENT POETS  

FEATURED AT19TH ANNUAL  

FALL POETRY READING  

By Mia Miller 

 

The Fall Poetry 

Reading is an annual 

event at East in which 

students can share 

their poetry in front of 

an audience, along 

with a guest poet. This 

year, the event took 

place on Tuesday, No-

vember 19th in the au-

ditorium during 5th 

and 6th period. Sever-

al English classes visit-

ed the auditorium to 

watch the event. 

This year’s guest 

poet was Rachelle 

Toarmino, a writer 

and editor from Niag-

ara Falls. She is now 

based in Buffalo and 

shared several poems 

from her collection ti-

tled That Ex. The col-

lection of poems were 

about her experiences 

with love, relation-

ships, and heartbreak. 

These poems often ref-

erenced modern day 

technology as well, 

mentioning IPhones, 

emojis, and texting. 

She also shared poems 

from Feel Royal, a col-

lection of poems creat-

ed from words that 

have appeared on the 

clothing of celebrities 

such as Justin Bieber, 

Taylor Swift, and Katy 

Perry.  

In between the 

readings from 

Toarmino, fourteen 

Williamsville East stu-

dents read their poetry 

that they had sub-

mitted. The students 

that shared their own 

poetry were Zoe Pe-

zouvanis, Mia Miller, 

Matt VeRost, Chloe 

 

Freshman Elections 

By Sarah Brunskill 

eastsidenews.org 

COMMENTARY 

Thanksgiving  

is Just  

Pre-Christmas 

By Mia Miller 

Thanksgiving: a time for grati-

tude, appreciation, not mentioning 

politics when your family comes 

over, and pretending your aunt’s 

cooking doesn’t make you want to 

vomit. That doesn’t sound like a 

very fun holiday. However, it is a 

necessary evil in order to prepare us 

for the intense holiday season in De-

cember. I even go as far as to call the 

holiday Pre-Christmas instead of 

Thanksgiving. Many disagree with 

me, and you may be angry with me 

already, but please hear me out. 

First of all, it is important to keep 

in mind what I mean by Pre-

Christmas. I am not calling Thanks-

giving a miniature version of Christ-

mas, or a direct copy of Christmas. 

Pre stands for preparation in this 

case. Thanksgiving is Pre-Christmas, 

AKA Preparation for Christmas. The 

main reason for many people’s im-

mediate disagreement is their mis-

understanding of what I mean.  

Now that this misconception is 

cleared up, how is Thanksgiving 

preparing us for Christmas? As en-

joyable and fun as the holiday sea-

son can be, it can also be stressful. 

Thanksgiving prepares us for deal-

ing with gross family. For example, 

See THANKSGIVING COMMENTARY on A3  
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“The 2023 freshman 

student council will be 

one to remember,” said 

the freshman treasurer, 

Ethan Xie. The Freshman 

elections have been final-

ized with Karamjot Singh 

as President, Mitchell 

Dates as Vice President, 

Maryam Ismail as Secre-

tary, and Ethan Xie as 

Treasurer. Will this year 

be one to remember? 

These four individuals 

take their responsibilities 

seriously, and they shared 

their thoughts with this 

reporter for how to make 

this year one to remem-

ber. 

“Singh is King” was 

the slogan plastered along 

the walls, one of the most 

memorable experiences 

for Singh about the school 

election. Singh said, “ I 

am a good leader, and it 

will be a good experi-

ence.” Being president 

means you need to be re-

sponsible because it is a 

big commitment. He is 

willing to take on the 

challenge and put forth 

his best effort. Some short 

term goals he has are to 

raise money for the danc-

es, not just for this year, 

but also for the next com-

ing years.  

Mitchell Dates, the 

Vice President, shares his 

view and hopes to raise 

money through fundrais-

ing at restaurants and/or 

selling food or drinks at 

school. Dates said, “It's 

important to start raising 
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money for JDD and prom be-

cause it’s not too far away,” 

proving that he is focused on 

helping the Class of ‘23 for 

multiple years. He wants to 

help his fellow peers to have 

the best dances and most 

memorable experiences 

throughout high school. 

Though to some, being on the 

student council is just another 

thing on their resume, but to 

Dates, it’s something he really 

wants to pursue. He wants the 

experience and to enjoy it.  

Freshman secretary Mar-

yam Ismail also wants to make 

this year and all of the follow-

ing years memorable. She said, 

“We are going to put our best 

effort and are not going to 

slack off.” This shows that she 

and the other council members 

care about what they do, and 

they want to  make all four 

years of high school memora-

ble. Ismail wants to have the 

experience and learn to have 

this amount and kind of re-

sponsibility.  

Ethan Xie, the class treasur-

er, enjoys working with financ-

es. It runs in the family, as his 

mother works in finances. He 

wants the Class of 2023 to be 

remembered with having 

made the most progress. Not 

only does he feel that the Class 

of 2023 should be memorable, 

but that we should also help 

the incoming freshmen next 

year.  

All of the student council 

members are very promising 

leaders. They all have adjusted 

to the new school just like all 

other freshmen, but they just 

have a little more responsibil-

ity on their plates. From the 

sounds of it, these next four 

years will be ones to remem-

ber. 

Myers, Ethan Quinn, Allison Li, Maler 

Suresh, Isabella Gunsalus, Jude Thomp-

son, Philip Baillargeon, Sophie Zu, Madi-

son Wang, Mason Sansone, and Ji Colon-

na.  

The student poems were composed of a 

large variety. Ethan Quinn read a poem 

about sports, Isabella Gunsalus shared her 

poem based off a book character, Allison 

Li’s was about the relationship between 

her and her sister, and Madison Wang 

read a more deep poem about humanity. 

The large selection of poems kept the audi-

ence excited to hear what may come next.  

After the poetry readings, Toarmino 

did a brief Q&A session. One student 

asked where she prefers to write her po-

ems. Toarmino answered that she prefers 

to write alone at home, as she feels she is 

being judged if she writes around people. 

However, she often thinks of ideas for po-

ems while out and about, writing quotes 

into the notes app on her phone. Another 

student asked when she started writing 

poetry. She answered that she wrote a po-

em once when she was thirteen, but she 

didn’t start writing poetry regularly until 

she was twenty-four. She was living in 

Spain and wasn’t fluent in Spanish. She 

viewed poetry as a way to have a conver-

sation with herself.  

The Fall Poetry Reading allowed for 

many unique students to share their poet-

ry they’ve worked hard to perfect, along 

with listening to poetry from a published 

writer. “It was a very good learning expe-

rience,” said poet Jude Thompson. “I actu-

ally liked it! I tweeted the poet on twitter 

and she actually responded,” said poet Ji 

Colonna.  

I also participated in the event, reading 

my own poem. It was my first time read-

ing my work to a large audience. I got lots 

of positive feedback from both students 

and teachers, and I strongly recommend 

other poets to sign up for the Fall Poetry 

Reading next year if they are interested in 

showing their hard work to others. 

FRESHMAN ELECTIONS from A1 
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Having never celebrated the holiday 

before, my prior knowledge of Thanksgiv-

ing extended to falling into a food-induced 

coma and something to do with pilgrims. 

However, having emigrated from the UK 

in July, my family decided that they were 

keen to take up this part of American cul-

ture. So on the 28th of November 2019, we 

chose to celebrate our first Thanksgiving. 

What is Thanksgiving? 

Realizing how little I was educated in 

the traditions of this holiday I set about 

finding out what Thanksgiving is and how 

it was actually celebrated. I recalled my 

friend from home, Daniil, or Dan as we 

called him, celebrating Thanksgiving the 

weekend before. Dan told me he had fami-

ly friends from America staying over and 

decided to celebrate a few days early, as 

Thanksgiving is not considered a bank hol-

iday in the United Kingdom. When I asked 

him how they celebrated it, he replied 

“You like eat a big meal and watch the 

Thanksgiving Thursday football.” Pretty 

short and to the point, though I could’ve 

sworn there was more to it than that. 

I decided I’d be better off consulting an 

actual American, who had celebrated 

Thanksgiving their whole life, and began 

A Foreigner’s  

Perspective on 

Thanksgiving 
 

By Emma Kelsall  

See FOREIGNER’S THANKSGIVING on A4 
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remember your aunt’s terrible 

cooking I mentioned in the be-

ginning? Well, you’re going to 

have to pretend it tastes amaz-

ing to avoid hurting her feel-

ings. You may have to do the 

same when the holiday season 

comes around if your aunt hap-

pens to get you the absolute 

last thing you would ever want 

as a gift. She could have put a 

lot of thought into the gift, so 

you better use those skills 

you’ve learned from Thanks-

giving dinner and pretend this 

sweater you will absolutely 

never wear is the best thing 

you have ever received.  

Staying on the topic of fam-

ily, Thanksgiving prepares us 

for being around lots of people 

for prolonged periods of time. 

This may be something my fel-

low introverts can relate to, but 

being surrounded by people 

and potential socialization for 

so long can be terrifying. 

Thanksgiving can lead to 

spending hours with immedi-

ate family, along with relatives 

you rarely see. Christmas and 

the holiday season in general 

may continue this time spent 

with people, even if it isn’t 

family. The holidays may be 

celebrated at large events at 

various places. Every single 

place in existence is filled to the 

brim with people in later De-

cember. Spending several 

hours with family can prepare 

us for pushing along filled 

stores and event venues. 

You may be saying now, 

“Wait! According to this logic, 

autumn should just be called 

pre-winter, and high school 

should just be called pre-

college”. Well, here is where 

Pre-Christmas differentiates 

itself from that argument. Peo-

ple care about autumn, and 

people care about high school. 

Less and less people seem to 

care about Thanksgiving each 

year, but so many people care 

about Christmas and the other 

many holidays in December. 

Thanksgiving nowadays seems 

to cause controversy, with mis-

information being spread 

about the holiday’s origins 

(similar to Columbus Day). For 

many Americans, spending 

time with distant family feels 

more like a chore than a cele-

bration. No one seems to care 

about Thanksgiving anymore. 

Pre-Christmas on the other 

hand, that makes the holiday 

seem more useful than an in-

significant chore.  

There are other smaller ar-

guments. Many businesses and 

THANKSGIVING COMMENTARY from A1 

Do you ever just hear someone say 

something so unbelievable you decide to 

vent frustration in a counter commentary 

in the school newspaper at 7:29 PM, EST, 

November 22nd, 2019? No? Well, I have, 

and it’s time to write. Thanksgiving is a 

holiday in which family gathers around to 

celebrate what they are thankful for, and 

Christmas is a holiday about trees and pre-

sents and reindeer, and uh... I forgot what 

Christmas was really about ever since I 

learned Santa doesn’t actually have a sin-

gle origin across time, but is rather a mas-

sive conglomerate of many different folk 

characters associated with Christmas and 

the winter season. In fact, he gets his many 

nicknames such as Kris Kringle, Saint 

Nick, and others from said folk characters, 

but had merged into one identity over time 

as a result of cultural interaction across 

different regions. This has resulted in one 

superpowered Christmas icon named 

Santa, spreader of joy, bringer of gifts, and 

man who does not exist. Sorry kids, time 

to learn the truth. Regardless, Thanksgiv-

ing is about thankfulness and Christmas is 

about something else. There is also a reli-

gious aspect of Christmas, as it is also tra-

ditionally a holiday to celebrate the birth 

of Jesus. On the contrary, Thanksgiving is 

not an inherently religious holiday. They 

are absolutely not the same. 

POINT-COUNTERPOINT 

Thanksgiving is NOT Pre-Christmas 
By James Liu 

For many Americans, 

spending time with distant 

family feels more like a chore 

than a celebration. No one 

seems to care about 

Thanksgiving anymore 

Source: the Oakdale Post 

See THANKSGIVING COUNTER COMMENTARY on A4 

See THANKSGIVING COMMENTARY on A5 



to wonder why I hadn’t just 

done that in the first place. En-

ter fellow member of The East 

Side Newspaper, Henry Su. Hen-

ry said, “Well, in general, peo-

ple’s families get together 

around noon, and talk about 

things such as football or poli-

tics. After that, either in the 

evening or around noon, peo-

ple eat. Whoever is hosting at 

their house cooks, and what 

they cook is up to them, usual-

ly large plates or crock pots of 

food, and there are several sta-

ples: turkey, stuffing, gravy, 

mashed potatoes, cranberry 

sauce, green bean casserole, 

potato salad, some other stuff. 

Sometimes glazed ham de-

pending on who you ask. And 

people then watch the football 

game.” Others also commented 

that foods such as sweet pota-

toes, yams with marshmallows, 

and pumpkin pie were served.  

As soon as my mum heard 

the words “turkey dinner,'' she 

somehow translated them into 

“Christmas dinner.” Tradition-

ally in the UK, turkey is the 

meat served on Christmas Day, 

while there are many varia-

tions, as my best friend and 

traitor to the crown, Iona, alter-

natively eats glazed ham with 

her family for Christmas din-

ner. It was decided. Fair game 

to my mum, she had never 

cooked a “Thanksgiving Din-

ner” before but she had con-

jured up many a wonderful 

“Christmas Dinner.” And af-

ter all, it’s not like we’ve had 

our Christmas lights up since 

the start of November or any-

thing... 

But trying to keep within 

the limits of Thanksgiving 

tradition, she referred to a 

Good Housekeeping article of 

interesting Thanksgiving tradi-

tions to adopt. While skipping 

over cool ones such as “going 

on vacation,” she decided that 

the Thanksgiving tradition we 

would adopt was “the kids 

dress and clear the table.” After 

pointing out that I do that eve-

ry night anyway, although ad-

mittedly, it would be new to 

my sister, Amelia, I encour-

aged her to pick another one. 

She chose “saying what you 

are thankful for.” That seemed 

easy enough. So as the car 

pulled out of the Transit Mid-

dle School car park, we pre-

pared for the wonderful mem-

ories that would meet us the 

following day. Potentially. 

The Day Itself 

I set my alarm for 8:00am 

sharp, but I ignored it and hit 

snooze, so rolling out of bed 

around 10:30, I made my way 

downstairs and was presented 

with my family watching the 

Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Pa-

rade. “Em, come check this out 

it’s insane!” my dad shouted, 

his eyes filled with glee. Ad-

mittedly, he wasn’t wrong. The 

huge floats and live perfor-

mances were definitely a step 

up from the Northwich Carni-

val Parade in my old 

hometown, which mainly con-

sisted of some girls sat in prin-

cess dresses on the back of a 

lorry. In reality, the Carnival is 

only a running tradition be-

cause the local boomers remi-

nisce back to the 1963 Carnival, 

where The Beatles attended 

and Paul McCartney crowned 

the Carnival Queen. Everyone 

under the age of 60 knows that 

our parade hasn’t been the 

slightest bit enjoyable for years 

and would probably pop 

their clogs after seeing Ashanti 

on the Kinder float. Personally, 

my favorite float had to be the 

giant Smokey the Bear. I liked 

the way they broadcast infor-

mation of preventing wildfires 

while the bear was grinning 

with a giant bat in his hand; it 

felt both entertaining and like 

an open threat. Nonetheless, 

my family enjoyed it so much, 

my parents are weighing up 

going to see it in person next 

year. 

In our family, like many 

others, it is tradition to get 

scrubbed up to eat important 

dinners with relatives, such as 

the Christmas Day turkey or 

the Easter lamb joint. Appar-

ently, this tradition doesn’t ap-

ply to us for Thanksgiving so I 

wasted the majority of my 

morning in a bid to look pre-

FOREIGNER’S THANKSGIVING from A2 

A4 

First of all, there’s no cool 

tree we decorate for Thanks-

giving. Unless you enjoy glu-

ing glass balls to turkeys, you 

can’t prepare for Christmas 

decorating with Thanksgiving. 

Besides, Thanksgiving is way 

less exciting in general and 

you can’t even compare it to 

Christmas. It’s just you and 

family for a weekend, but 

Christmas is way different be-

cause you have gifts to fool 

around with and keep you 

awake while aunt Karen ex-

plains how her natural plant 

remedies are the cure to cancer 

and that “no, we don’t need to 

give the kids vaccines, I don’t 

understand them, so I don’t 

like them”.  

Next, Christmas is filled 

with love! There’s no love in 

Thanksgiving. Does Thanks-

giving have a tradition to kiss 

people while stand-

ing under some specific plant? 

No, but Christmas does! 

It’s called mistletoe! I 

don’t think it actually exists in 

the wild, but I guess it does 

since we hang it up in houses. 

Unless you enjoy turkey juice 

on the ceiling, I don’t think an-

yone hangs up special Thanks-

giving symbols of love and 

care for everyone. 

Finally, does anyone re-

member what Christmas was 

actually about? Like, everyone 

knows Thanksgiving is about 

giving thanks to some-

one , giving the name 

Thanksgiving for a holiday 

about giving thanks. And 

Christmas is about Christ and 

mas based on this logic. Christ, 

as in Jesus Christ, but what is 

mas? And what does mas have 

to do with Jesus? I don’t know, 

but it certainly isn’t as on point 

as thanks and giving to make 

Thanksgiving.  

Remember East, my opin-

ions are 100% correct and una-

ble to be argued with because 

they’re presented in the news-

paper as satire. Satire translat-

ed out of Roman is a word that 

means “thorough and accu-

rate”, in reference to spies and 

scouts in wars who delivered 

information to generals. To 

be a soldier honored as a satiri-

cal one was a great honor, and 

the editors decided that my 

opinion based article was so 

absolutely correct and impossi-

ble to argue against they have 

blessed it with such an honor. 

If you do happen to find a 

small mistake, I can assure you 

it was intentional with the in-

tent of adding humor to a very 

serious and heavily debated 

topic to emphasize my point. 

Thank you for reading and re-

member, I am never wrong be-

cause I said so. 

Unless you enjoy turkey juice on 

the ceiling, I don’t think anyone 

hangs up special Thanksgiving 

symbols of love and care for 

everyone 

THANKSGIVING COUNTER COMMENTARY from A3 
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sentable, while my fami-

ly turned up to the table 

in pajamas.  

While traditional 

Thanksgiving dinners 

appear to have a more 

buffet-like format, my 

mum insisted on the sit 

down three course din-

ner like we usually had 

at Christmas. It started 

with my mum’s staple, 

a sort of deconstructed 

prawn cocktail. We 

were each given a plate 

with three shrimp, a bit 

of smoked salmon, a 

dollop of Marie Rose 

sauce and lettuce and 

cucumber to garnish.  

Then came the main 

course. Some staples 

overlapped, such as tur-

key, stuffing, gravy, 

cranberry sauce and 

vegetables. However in 

our British ignorance, 

we insisted on adding a 

few of our own tradi-

tional dishes: roasted 

potatoes, cauliflower 

cheese, pigs in 

blankets. What was 

most eye-opening for 

my family was what 

was sitting on my plate. 

I’ve been what I call “a 

pescatarian” and what 

my family calls “a right 

pain in the arse” for 

over a year now. My 

turkey alternative came 

in the form of a small 

breaded cylinder and 

my mum had to stick 

toothpicks into my pigs 

in blankets in order to 

keep the fake bacon on 

top. I removed the 

toothpick and my sister 

stuck them into the 

breaded log. I joked that 

it looked a bit like a 

hedgehog. “It looks a bit 

ruddy disgusting,” was 

my sister’s response. 

We engaged in con-

versation about upcom-

ing trips and events in 

our lives, before my 

mum decided it was 

time to state our thanks. 

My parents presented 

long, gushing speeches 

of how they were thank-

ful for the opportunities 

this country presents us 

with and how we’ve 

made an attempt to 

settle. However, “I’m 

thankful for not being 

raised a Liverpool fan,” 

is considered inappro-

priate, apparently. 

The rest of the even-

ing was then spent play-

ing Queens and Sevens. 

Seemingly harmless 

card games are always 

the ones that end up be-

ing the most explosive 

when you play them 

with three people as 

equally competitive as 

you, but I, ever the 

modest one, absolutely 

crushed them in both 

games.  

All jokes aside, the 

main thing I enjoyed 

about Thanksgiving was 

getting to spend time 

with my family, some-

thing we are all guilty of 

forgetting the pleasure 

in, in our hectic every-

day lives. That, and also 

getting four days off 

school was pretty cool. 

The huge floats and live 

performances were definitely a step 

up from the Northwich Carnival 

Parade in my old hometown, which 

mainly consisted of some girls sat 

in princess dresses on the back of a 

lorry.  

households start to decorate for the holi-

day season during November, and Christ-

mas songs are already playing in every 

store as soon as November 1st comes. 

Those who find these annoying can spend 

November, or Pre-Christmas, adjusting to 

these changes before the larger abundance 

comes after Thanksgiving. 

Seriously, no one cares about Thanks-

giving. Doesn’t Pre-Christmas sound so 

much more exciting? We would probably 

get so many more songs and movies, such 

as the hit classic song All I Want For Pre-

Christmas Is For My Grandparents To 

Stop Fighting About Donald Trump’s 

Presidency by Mariah Carey. Don’t forget 

Theodore the Teal Tailed Turkey, the story 

of a misfit turkey with a teal tail, who later 

uses his abnormality to rescue the other 

turkeys from being consumed. That 

sounds outstanding, and we will only get 

the full story if we convert ourselves to Pre

-Christmas. 

In conclusion, I made lots of amazing 

points, and my mom agrees with me, and 

my mom is never wrong. 

FOREIGNER’S THANKSGIVING from A4 
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About two months from 

the Iowa Caucuses, a bench-

mark for the potential suc-

cess of a presidential candi-

date, a few questions remain 

unanswered for the lower 

tier of candidates. Most ex-

perts agree that there are 

three “tickets out of Iowa”, 

meaning if a candidate 

doesn’t finish in the top 

three in voting in Iowa, their 

campaign is essentially fin-

ished. To be generous, since 

there are so many candi-

dates in this election cycle as 

compared to the average 

election cycle, let’s say the 

top four candidates will 

probably continue their 

campaign. It’s hard to be-

lieve the current top five 

(Buttigeg, Warren, Sanders, 

and Biden) would call it 

quits before or shortly after 

this February. For those fall-

ing out of the top four in 

polling now, the question 

remains; how do they ex-

pect to bridge the gap? Us-

ing the most recent debate, 

here is an overview of all 

the candidates who made 

the debate stage, but don’t 

have a clear path to the 

presidency. 

(Note: All polling num-

bers are courtesy of the 

Civiqs poll from November 

15-19 in Iowa among likely 

voters) 

Senator Amy Klobuchar 

of Minnesota (6%): Senator 

Klobuchar has a compelling 

reason for entering the polit-

ical sphere. She first ap-

peared before the Minnesota 

State Legislature after being 

forced out of the hospital 24 

hours after giving birth, 

even though her child had a 

life-threatening disorder 

preventing her from swal-

lowing. The bill she advo-

cated for was passed into 

state law, and a similar bill 

was signed by President 

Clinton shortly after. 

Klobuchar then became a 

county attorney before be-

coming the first woman 

elected to the U.S. Senate 

from Minnesota in 2006, and 

has passed many effective 

Source: NYTimes 

Democratic Debate V: Who's On Their Way Out? 
By Philip Baillargeon  

See DEMOCRATIC DEBATE on B3 

Bloomberg Running for President 
By Gabe Guo  

Intro & Background 

Mike Bloomberg is officially 

running for president, with his 

official campaign site hosted at 

mikebloomberg.com. Bloom-

berg, the ninth-richest person 

in the world, founder of 

Bloomberg LP, former three-

term mayor of NYC, and 

philanthropist, announced that 

he would be seeking the Demo-

cratic Party’s nomination on 

November 24, after weeks of 

speculation. In the weeks prior 

to his official announcement, 

he had filed to be on the ballots 

in Texas, Alabama, and Arkan-

sas. Prior to that, he had flirted 

with possibilities of presiden-

tial runs in 2008, 2012, and 

2016. 

On the Issues 

Bloomberg, a former Re-

publican and Independent, 

would run as a centrist candi-

date in an increasingly left-

ward Democratic primary 

field. It was reported that he 

got into the race due to the per-

ceived decline of Joe Biden, the 

centrist frontrunner.  

As a philanthropist, Bloom-

berg has spent tens of millions 

of dollars to support gun con-

trol and fight climate change, 

and has made these two liberal 

causes cornerstones of his cam-

paign. He supports the expan-

sion of Obamacare, as opposed 

to a Medicare-for-all system. 

He is also opposed to the 

wealth tax, deeming it 

“probably ... unconstitutional.”  

As of 12/01/19, much of his 

campaign website focuses on 

his previous track record as 

mayor of NYC, entrepreneur, 

and philanthropist. For in-

stance, regarding job creation, 

the site says, “As mayor, Mike 

helped create more than 

400,000 new jobs in New York 

City.” Note the use of quantita-

tive data in this statement. 

There are many other numeri-

cally-supported statements 

made on Bloomberg’s cam-

paign site, which makes sense, 

considering his reputation as a 

See BLOOMBERG on B3 
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What the Wealth Tax 

Really Means for Us 

By Gabe Guo 

In the 2020 election cycle, one of the 

most common questions aimed at pro-

gressive candidates has been, “How 

will you pay for [insert social welfare 

program]”? To this question, candidates 

like Elizabeth Warren and Bernie Sand-

ers have typically responded by de-

scribing some sort of wealth tax, or a tax 

on the net worth of individuals. Accord-

ing to elizabethwarren.com, under War-

ren’s wealth tax, “Households would 

pay an annual 2% tax on every dollar of 

net worth above $50 million and a 3% 

tax on every dollar of net worth above 

$1 billion.” Bernie Sanders details a 

more costly wealth tax on ber-

niesanders.com, “It would start with a 1 

percent tax on net worth above $32 mil-

lion for a married couple. That means a 

married couple with $32.5 million 

would pay a wealth tax of just $5,000. 

The tax rate would increase to 2 percent 

on net worth from $50 to $250 million, 3 

percent from $250 to $500 million, 4 per-

cent from $500 million to $1 billion, 5 

percent from $1 to $2.5 billion, 6 percent 

from $2.5 to $5 billion, 7 percent from $5 

to $10 billion, and 8 percent on wealth 

over $10 billion. These brackets are 

halved for singles.” 

Yet, even as it is important to reduce 

wealth inequality and raise the standard 

of living, there are many hurdles to the 

implementation of such a wealth tax 

that may reduce its effectiveness in 

achieving this goal.  
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Note: poll numbers subject to 

change 

Pete Buttigieg, a 37 year old Dem-

ocrat seeking his party’s nomination 

for president, has enjoyed recent sup-

port lately as he surges to first place in 

Iowa polling. The South Bend, Indi-

ana, mayor has a commanding 9 point 

lead in a new CNN/Des Moines Reg-

ister/Mediacom poll of registered vot-

ers in Iowa who are likely to vote. 

Buttigieg is polling at 25% in Iowa, a 

16% increase since the September 

CNN/DMR poll. Iowa, the caucus that 

kicks off the nation’s primaries, is an indi-

cator of future success in the race for the 

nomination. 

Elizabeth Warren is behind Buttigieg 

at 16%, while Vermont Senator Bernie 

Sanders and former Vice President Joe 

Biden are each at 15%. Trailing behind 

Sanders and Biden is Minnesota Senator 

Amy Klobuchar at 6%, as businessman 

Andrew Yang, investor Tom Steyer, Sena-

tor Cory Booker of New Jersey and Repre-

sentative Tulsi Gabbard of Hawaii are 

polling at 3%. The only other candidate 

polling above 1% is former New York 

mayor Michael Bloomberg, at 2%. 

Buttigieg’s rise has come during heavy 

investment in the Hawkeye State. He im-

plemented a strenuous advertising cam-

paign and has made many public appear-

ances in Iowa, including a speech at the 

Democratic party’s biggest event of 

the year in Des Moines. 

Buttigieg has strong support at 32% 

among self described moderates and 

those with incomes over $100,000. 

The mayor has weaker support, only 

17%, among union households. His 

standing among those who describe 

themselves as very liberal is weaker, 

at only 12%. His standing among 

very liberal voters is very weak com-

pared to Sanders and Warren, who 

are polling at 34% and 32% among 

self described very liberal voters, re-

spectively. 

Buttigieg’s aggressive campaigning in 

Iowa has paid off, as he leads the rest of 

the Democratic field at 25%, with a 9% 

lead over Sen. Elizabeth Warren in second 

place. Buttigieg is in a strong position in 

the run-up to the Iowa Caucus, which will 

take place on February 3, 2020. It will be 

interesting to whether he can maintain his 

front-runner status until the caucus. 

Pete Buttigieg Rises in the Polls 
By Seth Gellman 

Source: PBS 

Root Causes of 

Wealth Inequality 

The first such issue is 

that the wealth tax 

attempts to relieve the 

symptoms of inequality, 

without necessarily de-

stroying the problem at 

its root. Typically, the 

astronomically high net 

worth of wealthy indi-

viduals comes mostly 

from stocks. Reports peg 

the value of Jeff Bezos’s 

Amazon shares to be 

slightly above $100 bil-

lion, while Mark Zuck-

erberg’s Facebook 

shares have a total value 

of approximately $70 

billion. Looking at their 

net worths, Jeff Bezos is 

worth slightly above 

$100 billion, while Mark 

Zuckerberg is worth 

slightly above $70 bil-

lion (note that figures 

are not exact, due to 

changing prices of 

stocks). In other words, 

virtually their entire net 

worths consist of their 

stocks in their compa-

nies. 

So, why is there such 

a link between stocks 

and high net worth? 

Currently, there is a 

preferential tax treat-

ment given to long-term 

capital gains, as op-

posed to regular income. 

Currently, the top tax 

bracket for long-term 

capital gains has a tax 

rate of a puny 20% (plus 

an additional 3.8% net 

investment income tax 

for some), which 

starts off at capi-

tal gains of 

$488,851 for mar-

ried couples fil-

ing jointly. In 

contrast, the top 

income tax 

bracket has a tax 

rate of 37%, 

which starts off 

at $612,351 in an-

nual income for 

married couples 

filing jointly. 

Thus, although equal 

money earned 

(theoretically) implies 

equal work, money 

earned from stock in-

vestments, under the 

current tax code, is im-

plicitly being treated as 

more valuable work, as 

per the lower tax rate. 

Furthermore, the 

“stepped-up basis” rule 

lets some people escape 

from paying capital 

gains tax. When a per-

son dies and passes on 

investments to heirs, the 

basis (or “original val-

ue”) of the investment is 

reset to its value at the 

time that the original 

holder died. This is a 

missed opportunity for 

the government to col-

lect capital gains tax. 

Additionally, capital 

gains tax can be de-

ferred to a later date if 

the investment has not 

yet been sold, but due to 

the mathematical calcu-

lations used for capital 

gains tax, it is less costly 

for the investor to defer 

the tax than it is to pay 

the tax yearly. 

Private Property 

Rights 

The second main 

problem would be the 

claim that the wealth tax 

infringes upon private 

property rights. 

The argument 

goes, people 

earned their 

money, and the 

government 

should not take 

money that 

people already 

own. This vio-

lates meritocra-

cy, they cry. In-

deed, the wealth 

tax can be con-

sidered to be a 

type of eminent domain 

without compensation, 

or as some call it, theft. 

It can be argued that 

there is a coercive nature 

to this tax. Per John 

Locke’s beliefs, govern-

ments should exist to 

protect life, liberty, and 

property, and the wealth 

tax could potentially in-

fringe upon the third.  

Constitutional Con-

siderations 

The third shortcom-

ing of the wealth tax is 

its potential unconstitu-

tionality. As Article 1, 

Section 9, Clause 4 of the 

Constitution states, “No 

Capitation, or other di-

rect, Tax shall be laid, 

unless in Proportion to 

the Census or enumera-

tion herein before di-

rected to be taken.” This 

can be interpreted to 

mean that the tax reve-

nue from a state must be 

proportional to its popu-

lation. According to an 

article in the New York 

Times written by Daniel 

Hemel, a law professor 

at the University of Chi-

cago, and Rebecca 

Kysar, a law professor at 

Fordham University, a 

wealth tax is considered 

a direct tax, as it taxes 

assets like houses and 

land. Alexander Hamil-

Although equal money 

earned (theoretically) 

implies equal work, 

money earned from stock 

investments, under the 

current tax code, is 

implicitly being treated as 

more valuable work 
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pieces of legislation since, in-

cluding bills combating human 

trafficking and the opiate crisis. 

Senator Klobuchar has been 

the champion of “Midwestern 

pragmatism”, and has labeled 

herself as the “getting things 

done candidate”, however, 

overshadowed by similar mod-

erate candidates like Mayor 

Buttigeg and former Vice Presi-

dent Biden, she’s been unable 

to gain much ground. Her 

attempt at humor during the 

debates drew some attention, 

but in a world where “beating 

Trump” ranks as the highest 

priority among Democrats, hu-

mor only gets a candidate so 

far. As of now, she appears to 

be a prime Vice Presidential 

nominee to grab more con-

servative Midwestern voters, 

and not much more. However, 

if Biden or Buttigeg slip up 

along the way, Klobuchar is 

prime to take the moderate 

mantle. 

Andrew Yang (4%): Yes, 

Andrew Yang has no formal 

title. No, that’s not stopping 

him from having a bold plat-

form, highlighted by the infa-

mous Freedom Dividend, 

pledging all Americans will 

receive a universal basic in-

come of $1,000 per month. The 

founder of Venture for Ameri-

ca, a nonprofit organization 

focusing on job creation in 

metropolitan areas, was hon-

ored twice by the Obama ad-

ministration for his work, re-

ceiving the title of "Champion 

of Change" and "Presidential 

Ambassador for Global Entre-

preneurship".  

One of the more popular 

candidates among younger 

voters, his unapologetically 

brave, unwavering campaign 

seems to be stagnating among 

the progressive wing of the 

party, who are unwilling to 

abandon the Warren or Sand-

ers campaigns. His lack of po-

litical experience makes him an 

unlikely Vice Presidential 

nominee either. He likely has a 

job in a Democratic president’s 

cabinet if he wants it, but un-

less his campaign is able to re-

ally boost their appeal among 

some older voters, his nomina-

tion is unlikely. 

Tom Steyer (2%): Yes, this 

is the impeachment ad guy. 

No, it doesn’t seem to have 

gotten him very far in terms of 

polling. Steyer is a billionaire, 

hedge fund manager, and 

philanthropist, which seems at 

odds to some Democratic poli-

cy proposals, like a wealth tax. 

Similar to Andrew Yang, he 

owns a nonprofit, NextGen 

America. His campaign has fo-

cused on environmental issues 

and reforms to the tax code to 

be stricter on wealthier Ameri-

cans. 

Steyer has spent over $1.4 

million in ads for his campaign 

so far, and other candidates 

have accused him of trying to 

“buy the vote”. He is generally 

unpopular in the party and has 

low name recognition, both 

huge red flags for his candida-

cy. The Democrats seemingly 

have no interest in nominating 

a businessman of 

their own to be 

president.  

Representa-

tive Tulsi Gab-

bard of Hawaii 

(2%): Representa-

tive Gabbard is 

an interesting 

character. Hav-

ing the title of the 

first state legisla-

tor to step down 

from office for a 

tour of duty in 

war, and being a 

former vice chair 

of the Democratic 

National Com-

mittee, Gabbard 

has an extensive 

background of 

service. She also 

has a few skele-

tons in the closet; 

she opposed 

LGBT rights and didn’t apolo-

gize for this stance until 2011, 

and defended Syrian President 

Bashar al-Assad by question-

ing if he used chemical weap-

ons in the Syrian Civil War. 

Her frequent criticisms of 

the Democratic Party, whether 

it be when she failed to meet 

debate thresholds or accused 

them of violating her free 

speech, have, to put it mildly, 

rubbed some voters the wrong 

way. Investigative reporting by 

the New York Times suggest-

ing that Russians are secretly 

propping up her campaign 

haven’t helped her cause. This 

campaign is on its last legs, 

with no clear path to the nomi-

nation in sight. 

Senator Cory Booker of 

New Jersey (1%): Senator 

Booker’s campaign can easily 

be summed up by him begging 

for donations on Twitter to get 

him to the next debate. His 

campaign is on life support, 

with a generic middle-ground 

platform lacking in detail or 

substance. His service as the 

Mayor of Newark and in the 

United States Senate provide 

ample evidence of his leader-

ship skills, but he can’t seem to 

get it off the ground. Don’t be 

surprised if the Booker cam-

paign shutters its offices very 

soon.  

DEMOCRATIC DEBATE from B1 

ton, John Marshall, and John 

Roberts have all expressed sim-

ilar views to Hemel and Kysar 

regarding this classification of 

a wealth tax. Yet, due to the 

different economies of the 

different states, there are inevi-

tably differences in income 

among states. Therefore, the 

wealth tax rate in a state like 

West Virginia, which is the 

poorest state per capita, would 

be drastically higher than the 

wealth tax rate in a more afflu-

ent state like California or Con-

necticut, Hemel and Kysar as-

sert, due to the rule that direct 

taxes must be proportional to 

population. 

Another constitutional bar-

rier to the enactment of the 

wealth tax is Amendment 16 to 

the Constitution, which states, 

“The Congress shall have pow-

er to lay and collect taxes on 

incomes, from whatever source 

derived, without apportion-

ment among the several States, 

and without regard to any cen-

sus or enumeration.” Hemel 

and Kysar further argue, “An 

income tax is a tax on wages 

and money received from 

property, while a wealth tax is 

a tax on the value of property 

itself. The amendment applies 

to taxes on income, not to taxes 

on wealth.” This would pose a 

problem for advocates of the 

wealth tax, because the amend-

ment to the Constitution that 

allows the government to tax 

individuals does not specifical-

ly allow for a tax on “the value 

of property”. 

Enforcement 

The fourth such issue is the 

difficulty that would ensue 

during the enforcement of the 

wealth tax. As Andrew Yang, 

Democratic presidential candi-

date, said to CNBC’s John Har-

wood, “There would be capital 

flight, wealthy people would 

renounce their citizenship. 

And the bigger problem isn’t 

even the money. It’s the annual 

inventorying of their assets. 

The truly wealthy in this coun-

try have zero interest in sub-

mitting to an annual audit of 

all of their assets. They barely 

know what all their assets are. 

And the last thing they’re go-

ing to do is report them every 

year and then pay a toll. So 

you would have massive com-

pliance problems.”  

As for historical examples, 

12 European countries had a 

wealth tax in 1990, but current-

ly, only Norway, Spain, and 

Switzerland have the wealth 

tax. In France, the tax caused 

70,000 millionaires to leave 

since 2000, which is why Em-

manuel Macron did away with 

the tax in 2017. Austria’s and 
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data-driven pragmatist from 

Wall Street. Indeed, his cam-

paign merchandise pokes fun 

at this reputation, as the site is 

currently selling a shirt that 

says, “In God we trust. All oth-

ers, bring data.” 

There are currently not 

many detailed policy pro-

posals on his site yet, save for 

“Criminal Justice Reform”, 

due to the fact that Bloomberg 

launched his campaign just a 

few weeks ago. However, 

more policy proposals are ex-

pected in the future, as his 

campaign progresses and his 

staff has more time to work. 

Wealth and Funding 

Bloomberg will be self-

funding his entire campaign, 

and will not take any dona-

tions. This is in line with his 

three mayoral campaigns, 

which were also entirely self-

funded. Howard Wolfson, 

Bloomberg’s chief advisor, jus-

tifies this by saying, “He can-

not be bought.” This would 

enable Bloomberg to make the 

choices that he feels are right, 

as opposed to acquiescing to 

the demands of wealthy do-

nors.  

However, this strategy may 

backfire, as under the current 

DNC rules, he would not be 

allowed to participate in the 

de-

bates. However, these rules are 

only set through December, 

and may be subject to change 

come January 2020.  

Additionally, it has come 

under criticism from candi-

dates like Elizabeth Warren, 

who said, “Michael Bloomberg 

is making a bet about democ-

racy in 2020: He doesn’t need 

people, he only needs bags 

and bags of money.” 

That being said, Bloom-

berg’s self-funding strategy 

won him the mayoralty of 

NYC three times; the question 

is whether or not it will work 

on a nationwide scale. 

Campaign Strategy 

Bloomberg chose not to be 

on the ballot in Iowa, New 

Hampshire, South Carolina, or 

Nevada, which are the first 

four states to hold primaries. 

The rationale behind this is 

that other candidates have al-

ready spent so much time 

there that Bloomberg could not 

possibly catch up. Rather, he 

plans to campaign aggressive-

ly in Super Tuesday states, 

which hold much more dele-

gates than the first four. In 

these states, Bloomberg would 

not be at a disadvantage, due 

to the fact that most candidates 

have devoted most of their re-

sources to the four early 

states.  

The other part of Bloom-

berg’s campaign strategy, thus 

far, has hinged on his televi-

sion advertising. He has al-

ready spent over $40 million 

on television ads across the na-

tion. Additionally, he plans to 

spend $100 million on anti-

Trump ads, and $20 million to 

register voters nationwide. 

Should Bloomberg’s strate-

gy work, it would be an un-

precedented path to winning 

the nomination.  

Support 

Bloomberg’s support 

would most likely come from 

more moderate and centrist 

voters. He could possibly draw 

He is one of the few Democratic 

candidates who could potentially 

cut into Trump’s base of support, 

due to his moderate, pragmatist 

approach and appeal to wealthier 

male voters 

Ireland’s wealth taxes 

ended up being costly to 

enforce and administer, 

effectively neutralizing 

the money raised from 

collection in the first 

place. 

In order to enforce a 

wealth tax like the one 

proposed by Warren 

and Sanders, the IRS 

must value the assets of 

an individual, which 

can be a costly process. 

In Germany, there have 

been calls from the left 

to reinstate the wealth 

tax, but a study done by 

the Ifo Institute for Eco-

nomic Research stated 

that this would decrease 

GDP by 5% and em-

ployment by 2%. Fur-

thermore, as stated ear-

lier, many billionaires 

hold their assets in stock 

or other non-monetary 

forms; the liquidation of 

these assets could po-

tentially cost more than 

the actual value of the 

tax, and could devalue 

stocks of companies like 

Amazon and Microsoft.  

Alternate Solutions 

Towards a Common 

Goal 

That being said, I am 

strongly for an effective 

social welfare state that 

furthers the principle of 

equal opportunity and 

ensures basic standards 

of living to all Ameri-

cans. Thus, here are a 

few potential alternative 

solutions that address 

some or all of the short-

comings of the wealth 

tax in its current state. 

Reform Capital 

Gains Tax 

The first solution is 

to simply reform the 

capital gains tax. The 

government could 

change the capital gains 

tax brackets to match 

the income tax brackets. 

The “stepped-up basis” 

rule should also be 

changed, such that the 

bases of investments are 

not raised upon a hold-

er’s death. Furthermore, 

the rules for deferral of 

capital gains taxes could 

be changed, such that 

there is no mathematical 

advantage to holding 

assets for as long as pos-

sible to avoid paying 

capital gains taxes. 

These reforms to the 

capital gains tax would 

address one of the main 

causes of wealth ine-

quality at its root, be-

cause as I will state once 

again, many of Ameri-

ca’s billionaires made 

their fortunes off of the 

stock market.  

Higher Estate Tax 

Another solution is 

to simply enforce a 

higher estate tax. This 

addresses the argument 

that people earned their 

money, and it should 

therefore not be taken 

away. As the old saying 

goes, “You can’t take 

your money with you 

when you die.” In 

death, people have no 

utility for their 

money. Thus, a 

higher estate tax could 

be used to fund equal 

opportunity. This con-

trasts to the wealth tax, 

in that people still have 

uses for their money 

while they are alive. The 

wealth tax can be 

deemed anti-

meritocratic due to gov-

ernment seizure of hard

-earned assets while one 

is still living; in contrast, 

the estate tax is not de-

priving people of the 

right to use their hard-

earned assets, as one lit-

erally cannot use their 

assets after death.  

In death, people have no 

utility for their money. 

Thus, a higher estate tax 

could be used to fund equal 

opportunity 
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Yet, there is also the argument that peo-

ple may want to give (“use”) their hard-

earned money to their beloved children and 

relatives. A counter to this point is that if 

people really want to help their children 

succeed later in life, they should teach their 

children to be hard-working, moral, and 

skilled. Assuming they taught their chil-

dren correctly, their children will be able to 

earn back the money the fair way. Further-

more, I personally believe that it is not fair 

to give heirs large sums of assets that they 

did not earn. Even Bill Gates stated that 

each of his children will only 

get $10 million of his fortune 

after he dies, which is still a 

large amount, but not outra-

geous. 

Both reforms to the capital-

gains tax and reforms to the 

estate tax are much more 

likely to be deemed constitu-

tional than the wealth tax is, 

due to the fact that the capital 

gains tax and estate tax cur-

rently exist in America. 

To the credit of Sanders and 

Warren, they have consid-

ered reforms of the capital 

gains tax, as well as higher estate taxes, alt-

hough they have not necessarily made 

these reforms focus points in their cam-

paigns. 

Voluntary Wealth Tax 

The final solution I will propose is a vol-

untary wealth tax. Rich people, by default, 

would have to pay this tax. But, they would 

also be able to opt-out, after filling out a 

long series of forms and paperwork. The 

idea behind this is that the cost of enforce-

ment would go down, because only those 

who are willing to pay the tax would pay it. 

Indeed, many billionaires, such as Tom 

Steyer, George Soros, and Abigail Disney, 

have expressed willingness to pay the tax. 

Furthermore, people would not flee the 

country to avoid the tax if it was voluntary, 

which means that the USA can still collect 

some tax from them, as opposed to none. In 

addition, the hope is that the long series of 

forms and paperwork would at least make 

billionaires who don’t want to pay the tax 

seriously reconsider being a patriot and 

paying it after all (although this is ad-

mittedly optimistic). Finally, there cannot 

be any claims of coercion or theft, as people 

pay on a voluntary basis. Although the rev-

enue from the voluntary wealth tax would 

not be as high as hoped by Ms. Warren and 

Mr. Sanders, it would still be a revenue 

even if just one billionaire pays it, especial-

ly since expenses of enforcement would go 

down drastically. 

Final Words 

All in all, I would like to reiterate that 

opposition to a wealth tax is not tanta-

mount to being anti-social welfare or anti-

equal opportunity. We all have the same 

end goal in mind, but we hope to achieve it 

using different means. Although my solu-

tions may not end up being optimal, I be-

lieve that they at least deserve some consid-

eration, for in order to achieve the best out-

come for America, we must explore all pos-

sible solutions. 

many votes from wealthy sub-

urban Democrats who support 

liberal ideals and social equali-

ty, but are not necessarily keen 

on the increased government 

spending that would come 

from a far-left candidate. In 

other words, he hopes to attract 

voters who are socially liberal, 

but fiscally conservative. In-

deed, as mayor of NYC, 

Bloomberg successfully bal-

anced the city budget. He is 

basing his campaign on the as-

sumption that most Democrats 

are actually closer to a centrist 

ideology than a far-left ideolo-

gy.  

As for support from elected 

officials, Steve Benjamin, the 

mayor of Columbia, South Car-

olina, has endorsed Bloom-

berg’s campaign. Benjamin 

said of Bloomberg, “You have 

great businessmen who have 

run for president, distin-

guished public servants who 

have run for president, those 

with distinguished records of 

philanthropy who have run for 

president. It’s rare you get all 

three with one person.” 

As for polling, a December 

2 poll from The Hill/Harris X 

places Bloomberg at 6% sup-

port,  while the December 3 

poll from Politico/Morning Con-

sult places him at 5% support. 

Opposition 

However, there are some 

potential roadblocks to wide-

spread support of Bloomberg 

among the Democratic elec-

torate. The first is stop-and-

frisk, a policy he instituted in 

NYC, which critics say dispro-

portionately targeted people of 

color. Bloomberg has since 

apologized for this policy, after 

years of defending it and say-

ing that it reduced crime rates. 

Another issue is the leaking of 

some insensitive comments he 

made about women in his past. 

Bloomberg’s representatives 

have also issued apologies for 

such comments. 

Bloomberg vs. Trump 

Bloomberg entered the race 

at a very late time, and has an 

uphill battle to fight. However, 

he is one of the few Democratic 

candidates who could poten-

tially cut into Trump’s base of 

support, due to his moderate, 

pragmatist approach and ap-

peal to wealthier male voters. 

Trump also seems to be scared 

of Bloomberg, as he said, 

“Little Michael will fail. He’ll 

spend a lot of money. He’s got 

some really big issues, he’s got 

some personal problems and 

he’s got a lot of other prob-

lems,” before Bloomberg even 

entered the race. As many have 

pointed out, Trump resorts to 

mockery and name-calling 

when he feels threatened 

(source: @realDonaldTrump). 

This makes sense, considering 

that Bloomberg, in a way, is 

who Trump wants to be: a self-

made New York billionaire 

(emphasis on self-made;  note 

Trump’s father’s “small loan of 

a million dollars”?). Indeed, 

much of Trump’s public image 

and appeal comes from his vast 

wealth, although Bloomberg is 

worth about 15 times more 

than Trump. If Bloomberg can 

break down this image of 

Trump as a self-made billion-

aire by simply outdoing Trump 

with his wealth (Bloomberg is 

worth about $50 billion, Trump 

is worth about $3 billion), the 

election could very well be 

Bloomberg’s for the taking. As 

Bloomberg said of Trump at 

the 2016 DNC, “I’m a New 

Yorker, and I know a con when 

I see one.” 

Conclusion 

All in all, Bloomberg has 

the potential to disrupt this 

race, due both to his vast sums 

of wealth and his track record 

of success in business, politics, 

and philanthropy. It remains to 

be seen how much traction he 

can gain. 

Source: Wall Street Journal 

Elizabeth Warren pushing for a wealth tax 

Source: Time 
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International News 

On Tuesday night, Novem-

ber 12th, floodwater levels in 

Venice, Italy hit 74 inches (1.87 

meters), the highest water level 

recorded in 53 years. Venice’s 

acqua alta (high water) meas-

urements began in 1923, and 

the highest levels on record 

were during November 1966, 

when canal waters rose 76 

inches (1.94 meters).  

The city of Venice is built in 

its entirety atop a saltwater la-

goon, rising above the water on 

over 100,000 piles driven into 

the mud. Because of the nature 

of the tides and disturbances 

caused by propeller wake, the 

city often experiences varying 

water levels in its numerous 

canals. Each October through 

January, the acqua alta often 

causes canal water levels to rise 

to street level, and occasionally 

residents may wake up after a 

night of heavy rains to find the 

streets under an inch or two of 

water. Following the flooding, 

the city’s maintenance crews 

scrub the streets down to re-

move the salt buildup. Since 

much of the city is erected in 

marble and easily damaged by 

salt, workers must act fast to 

preserve the city’s rich art and 

architecture. However, Tues-

day’s floods left an unprece-

dented amount of salt behind, 

and the city’s resources have 

been strained to manage the 

damages from the water. An 

estimated hundreds of millions 

of dollars in property damage 

has been incurred so far, with 

the total expected to rise as res-

idents deal with water damage 

in their homes and businesses. 

Famous attractions around 

Venice became com-

pletely waterlogged overnight, 

including St. Mark’s Basilica. 

“The Basilica is suffering struc-

tural damage because the wa-

ter has risen and so it’s causing 

irreparable damage,” said the 

archbishop of the Diocese of 

Venice, Francesco Moraglia. 

The church’s marble floors 

were also damaged in October 

2018, when the acqua alta sub-

merged the Basilica and the 

surrounding area. The church 

has flooded six times in the 

1200 years since its inception, 

and twice in the past two years. 

By Wednesday morning, 

over 85% of the city was under-

water. During the storm surge, 

multiple fires broke out around 

the city that its fire brigade was 

hard-pressed to respond to. 

Venice’s mayor, Luigi 

Brugnaro, declared a state of 

emergency following the 

deaths of two people in the ar-

ea on Tuesday. Overnight, a 

man was electrocuted while 

Venice is Flooding 
By Henry Su 
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Protests are an ongo-

ing occurrence in Hong 

Kong as citizens contin-

ue to voice their disap-

proval over the Extradi-

tion Law Amendment, a 

proposed bill under 

which Hong Kong resi-

dents would be subject 

to Chinese laws and 

held responsible for vio-

lating these laws. The 

denouncement of this 

law by pro-democracy 

citizens stems from the 

idea that if passed, it 

would open the flood-

gates of oppression by 

China in a city that is 

semi-autonomous.  

The violence and 

chaos escalated on No-

vember 13 after nearly 

six months of unrest. 

However, the atmos-

phere has improved sig-

nificantly since then as 

reflected by the traffic 

flowing through the 

Cross Harbor Tunnel 

this past Wednesday, 

which had been blocked 

due to protests. This du-

ration of relative peace 

may be attributed to the 

local elections as well as 

US intervention in 

matters regarding the 

extradition law. 

The local elections 

for the district council 

which were held on 

Sunday, November 24, 

witnessed the highest 

voter turnout in Hong 

Kong’s history, with the 

numbers likening to 7 in 

10 eligible voters. Alt-

hough the district coun-

cil occupies one of the 

lowest positions in 

terms of elected offices, 

it is among the most 

democratic bodies of 

Hong Kong, which led 

to an overwhelm-

ing number of voters 

seizing the chance to 

make their voices heard 

about their future. Fear 

of postponing the elec-

tions due to violence al-

so caused anti-

government individuals 

to reduce the intensity 

of their protests leading 

up to the election day. 

True to the vote of the 

people, the pro-

democracy movement 

won 17 of the 18 district 

councils in the Sunday 

election.  

Another event in 

support of protesters 

and towards democracy 

Hong Kong Protests and US Intervention 
By Nikitha Kamath 
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 The Australian fires are not 

just a typical neighborhood 

fire. These widespread bush-

fires pose a huge threat to eve-

ryone and everything in Aus-

tralia, from the people and 

wildlife to the buildings and 

structures. Eastern Australia, 

especially the states of New 

South Wales and Queensland, 

have been hosting several huge 

fires that have destroyed hun-

dreds of homes and killed sev-

eral people. "Conditions are 

now very dangerous and fire-

fighters may soon be unable to 

prevent the fire advancing," 

announced Queensland Fire 

and Emergency Services. "The 

fire may pose a threat to all 

lives directly in its path." 

The bushfires taking over 

Australia have been caused by 

severe drought, high tempera-

tures, and deforestation. Mel-

bourne has reached record 

temperatures such as 105 Fahr-

enheit. Fire risk has increased 

from climate change, as it 

makes the land more flamma-

ble and prone to huge fires 

such as these. Australia has 

been lacking rainwater and in-

creasing in temperature, creat-

ing the perfect recipe for disas-

trous fires.  

One of the biggest victims 

of the fires are Australia’s koala 

population. Fires have torn 

through koala habitats and re-

serves, reducing hundreds of 

koalas to nothing but ashes, 

making it hard to create an ac-

curate body count. Several 

more koalas have been treated 

for severe burns. It is estimated 

at least 1,000 koalas have fallen 

victim to the flames, and about 

80% of their population has 

been destroyed. Even for koa-

las that survive, the majority of 

their food has been dried up in 

the fires, so they are unable to 

get all of their nutrients. 

Sydney, the most populated 

city of Australia, is not safe ei-

ther. Citizens of the city are ad-

vised to limit air exposure and 

time outside, as the air is not 

safe to breathe, especially for 

young children, the elderly, 

On the night of 

Wednesday the 27th, the 

Iranian consulate was 

set ablaze by anti-

government protesters 

in Najaf, a city in South-

ern Iraq. While Iranian 

staff from inside the 

consulate were able to 

escape from harm 

through the back door, 

one protester was killed 

and 35 were wounded 

by live ammunition 

fired by the police. A 

police official says that 

they were forced to fire 

in order to prevent de-

monstrators from going 

into the burning build-

ing. The demonstrators 

that were able to get 

past the police removed 

the Iranian flag from the 

consulate and replaced 

it with an Iraqi one. A 

curfew was set in the 

city immediately after 

the incident, but it did 

not stop there. Through-

out the night, protesters 

cut access to main thor-

oughfares and bridges 

with burning tires. Secu-

rity forces were de-

ployed, killing 14 pro-

testers and wounding 

over 75.  

This incident is an 

escalation of the anti-

government protests 

that have been ongoing 

in Baghdad and South-

ern Iraq since October. 

Among other things, 

these demonstrators are 

protesting a high unem-

ployment rate and poor 

public service in this oil-

rich -nation. They ac-

cuse the current Shiite 

government of being 

corrupt, and they want 

the Iranian government 

to keep their influence 

out of Iraqi state affairs.  

Protesters have tar-

geted the state’s eco-

nomic interests in the 

south by blocking key 

ports and roads to oil 

fields, and they had pre-

viously attacked the Ira-

nian consulate in Karba-

la on November 4th, 

with security consistent-

ly using tear gas and 

live ammunition to 

break up the crowds. 

Tehran, Iran’s capital, 

has called for a 

“responsible, strong, 

and effective” response 

to the demonstrations, 

causing the Iraqi gov-

ernment to consider 

forming “crisis cells” to 

manage the turmoil.  

The protests do not 

seem to have a definite 

leader at this point, but 

the anti-Iranian senti-

ment is clear. Yasser 

Mahmoud, a local Iraqi 

activist says, “We went 

for the consulate be-

cause now we are aware 

who is the reason be-

hind all that we are go-

ing through. Iran con-

trols all these Islamic 

parties and their armed 

militias in the streets 

that have made our life 

like hell — they are con-

trolling the economy of 

the city and everything 

goes to them. Mean-

while, we can’t even get 

a job.” 

Burning of Iranian Consulate 

By Maler Suresh 

Source: NYTimes 

Australian Fires 

By Mia Miller 
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was President Trump’s signing of the Hu-

man Rights and Democracy Act, along 

with the Protect Hong Kong Act. The for-

mer of these bills authorized sanctions on 

Chinese and Hong Kong officials who 

committed human rights abuses and re-

quired the State Department to certify an-

nually that Hong Kong has enough auton-

omy to retain special US trading consider-

ation.  

The latter bill supports the protesters 

by banning the export to Hong Kong po-

lice of crowd control munitions such as 

tear gas, stun guns, and rubber bullets 

made in the US. The importance of this bill 

rises from the knowledge that Hong Kong 

police have previously used teargas pro-

duced by a Pennsylvania based company, 

NonLethal Technologies, Inc. Both of these 

bills received strong, bipartisan support 

and were passed unanimously in the US 

Senate last Tuesday. 

Even with protesters in Hong Kong 

welcoming this support from the US, 

Trump’s actions have left a bitter taste in 

the mouth of Beijing as trade talks with the 

US continue. In response to US legislation, 

Chinese Foreign Ministry has said in a 

statement, “The US has been disregarding 

facts and distorting truth. It openly backs 

violent criminals who rampantly smashed 

facilities, set fire, assaulted innocent civil-

ians, trampled on the rule of law and jeop-

ardized social order." Geng Shuang, a 

spokesman for the Chinese Foreign Minis-

try, also said in a briefing on Friday, “It is 

a stark hegemonic practice and a severe 

interference in Hong Kong affairs, which 

are China’s internal affairs. China will take 

strong counter-measures.”  

Trump’s actions come as the trade deal 

between China and US approaches a key 

deadline of December 15. Over the past 

year, both sides have received tariffs of bil-

lions of dollars on their goods. The current 

events could complicate negotiations be-

tween the two nations, but to what extent 

is yet to be seen. 

trying to pump water out of 

his house. In a press confer-

ence, Brugnaro also promised 

that a long-delayed endeavor 

to safeguard Venice against 

floodwaters, the MOSE project, 

would be hastened to comple-

tion.  

The project included de-

signs for floodgates to limit 

water flow from the Adriatic 

Sea through inlets that lead to 

the lagoon Venice sits on. The 

MOSE project began in 1984, 

and it has been plagued by 

scandals and delays since its 

inception. Following the flood 

of 1966, the city government 

contracted designs for flood-

gates. After over a decade of 

experiments, the designs were 

completed in 2002, with a pro-

jected completion date in 2018. 

However, the project was de-

layed in 2014 when 35 people 

were arrested in connection 

with the consortium responsi-

ble for its funding. Mayor 

Giorgio Orsoni of Venice and 

people connected to him were 

indicted on charges of receiv-

ing illicit money reserved for 

the project to finance his cam-

paign. The project has also 

been criticized for being costly 

to construct and maintain, 

with the ongoing construction 

costing over 5 billion euros. 

The WWF and other environ-

mental groups have also criti-

cized the project for being en-

vironmentally intrusive and 

destructive to the sea’s ecosys-

tem.  

Following the flooding, the 

Venice city government is 

scrambling to address the 

problems it will face in the fu-

ture as flooding trends contin-

ue to drift towards a danger-

ous scale. “This is the result of 

climate change,” Mayor 

Brugnaro said on Twitter. Resi-

dents believe the city will have 

to change its philosophy ad-

dressing the floods in the com-

ing years to adapt to new chal-

lenges presented by more ex-

treme weather. Otherwise, 

Venice’s rich history and land-

marks may be lost to the sea 

forever. 
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For at least the past three 

years, Chinese authorities have 

been detaining minority Muslims 

of northwestern China (the Ui-

ghurs) to harsh labor camps de-

signed to rid them of their Muslim 

ideologies. Hiding the camps be-

hind a facade of vocational train-

ing centers, they are, in fact. cen-

ters controlled by inhumane con-

ditions, the ultimate goal being to 

remove the ‘evil’ spirits of Islamic 

beliefs. Chinese authorities finally 

began to acknowledge the camps’ 

existence in 2018, but have yet to admit 

they’re harsh labor centers. Leaked records 

classified as “secret” by the Chinese gov-

ernment detailed how the camps were 

meant to be run, including strict security 

measures.  

Suspicions of the existence of these 

camps emerged a few years ago, but it’s 

difficult to verify the validity of these 

claims other than trusting first-hand wit-

nesses and leaked documents. The memo 

released in 2017, signed by a top national 

security official in China, states that these 

‘vocational training centers’ are meant to 

be for re-education, but the focus is on 

“ideological transformation.” Students 

must be re-educated for a year and meet 

the ‘standard’ for ideological transfor-

mation before they can move to another 

improvement class for another half a year. 

The vocational skills component is de-

fined, essentially, as forced labor. Chinese 

authorities call the leaked documents, 

“pure fabrication and fake news” and 

that “vocational education and training 

centers have been established for the 

prevention of terrorism.” The essence 

behind these centers is to depict Islam 

as an evil belief and that Islam is the 

equivalent to terrorism.  

A few women, once detainees, spoke 

about their experience to NBC news. 

Gulbakhar Jalilova and Zumrat Duwat, 

both mothers of three and two out of 

the estimated one million snatched into 

the intricate China’s intricate Muslim re

-education centers, recounted being inter-

rogated for hours by police before being 

sent to dark rooms with cement walls and 

forced to live in brutal conditions. Accord-

ing to Jalilova, the women were given two 

minutes per month to shower, and illness 

and disease were rampant, yet disregard-

ed by the guards. Their dark days were 

spent reciting Chinese songs or listening to 

Chinese president Xi Jinping’s speeches. 

Leaked Documents Reveal Muslim 

Detainment Camps in China 

By Sophie Zhu 

Source: Reuters 
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and the ill. The smoke in Sydney 

has aggravated asthma and in-

creased risk for other illnesses. 

Australians have many reasons 

to be worried. It is currently only 

spring in Australia, and peak fire 

season is normally in the summer-

time. Many believe conditions will 

worsen as summer begins in the 

next few months. It is also likely 

the fires will continue to spread 

west, affecting the entire continent 

eventually. Firefighters are start-

ing to believe the fires may grow 

to an unstoppable point.  

I had the chance to talk to Alice 

Jackson, a 16 year old that lives in 

Canberra, Australia. I asked about 

how she has been affected by these 

fires. She responded, “Well, it’s 

kind of odd to be honest. You 

wake up one day and you can see 

for miles, but the next day you can 

barely see a few blocks away be-

cause the smoke drifting in from 

the Sydney fires is so thick”.  

Canberra is only about 180 

miles from Sydney, so the people 

of Canberra have also been affect-

ed by the smoke. She continued by 

saying, “There’s this app you can 

get which traces all the bushfires, 

and if there’s one near you it’ll 

alert you and that’s pretty scary. 

Each alert you get, that fire could 

grow into a raging bushfire and 

destroy everything you own … at 

any minute you could be told to 

evacuate because a fire is coming. 

It’s that fear of what do you take 

and what do you leave behind to 

possibly burn. Then it’s worrying 

about what if it’s too late and 

you’re stuck in your home to 

brave out the fires”.  

She also sent an image to dis-

play how the app looks. Her loca-

tion is represented by a small blue 

dot in Canberra, surrounded by 

warnings for potential fires and 

ongoing fires that spread hun-

dreds of miles from the cities of 

Melbourne to Brisbane. 

These fires are a real threat to 

the lives of millions of people in 

Eastern Australia, the wildlife that 

resides there, and many other 

landmarks, both manmade and 

natural. The Earth is being burnt 

alive, not just in Australia, but also 

in the Western USA, the Amazon, 

and all over the world. Generally, 

wildfires are much bigger, danger-

ous, and consistent now than they 

were decades ago. Wildfires are a 

real problem that can consume the 

entire globe if more action isn’t 

taken.  

Alice’s image of her app that gives alerts for fires  
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According to Duwat, every 

morning was met with loud 

music signaling that water was 

running from a single spout in 

the room for a short period of 

time. Guards would lead them 

to a classroom where they 

praised Chinese president Xi 

and his Communist party and 

learned Chinese propaganda. 

Their days were constantly 

clouded by fear of punishment 

-- Duwat recalled a diabetic de-

tainee who had no access to 

insulin and thus “was suffering 

all the time” and “couldn’t 

sleep.” Out of the warmth of 

her heart, she gave the elderly 

woman some bread, only to be 

beaten by the guards. “The 

guards told me that I must 

obey every rule at the center,” 

she said. “And I cannot speak 

to anyone. I cannot cry.” Ac-

cording to her, rewards and 

punishments were dictated by 

a point system: detainees re-

ceived points for acts such as 

arriving in a re-education class-

room on time or refraining 

from sharing food. Dawut was 

able to communicate with her 

family as a result of her good 

behavior but was framing her-

self as a healthy and happy 

adult while doing so. “They 

ordered to smile the whole 

time. We cannot say anything 

and we cannot reveal out sad-

ness,” she said. In addition, 

they were forced to write 

letters repenting for past be-

havior, although nearly no one 

had been guilty of any wrong-

doing. In the government’s 

eyes, being Muslim and read-

ing the Quran was in itself, a 

crime.  

The Chinese government 

attempted to mask any possible 

suspicion of the ongoings of 

the camps. Prior Jalilova’s de-

parture from the camp, the 

guards relocated her to a hospi-

tal to nourish her with better 

food and clean clothes. She left 

for home on the third day after 

police applied make-up to her 

face. Nevertheless, her 30-

pound weight loss from the 

prison camp was apparent up-

on her arrival home.  

The issue here is that Chi-

nese authorities have an unbal-

anced judgment when it comes 

to crimes and punishments. In 

2018, a Muslim man was jailed 

becaise he encouraged cowork-

ers not to use expletives, while 

much stronger offenses made 

by non-Muslims resulted in 

weaker indictments. They be-

lieve using a large-scale artifi-

cial intelligence system can 

help predict future incidents. 

But the few Muslims involved 

in terrorist incidents are not 

representative of the entire 

population, and there are nu-

merous others of different rac-

es/cultures that have instigated 

those incidents.  

It is apparent that the sole 

purpose of these Muslim in-

ternment camps is not “re-

education.” Re-education does 

not require prisons or cruel 

punishments or unsanitary liv-

ing environment. The Chinese 

government hold to the belief 

that these minority Muslims’ 

minds were irked with terrorist 

or extremist thoughts, and 

thus, they find the need to 

brainwash them with Chinese 

propaganda, lacking the under-

standing that innocent Mus-

lims are being punished for 

simply following Islam. Even 

supposing there was a stronger 

correlation between Islam and 

terrorism, this method is out-

rightly inhumane. A blatant 

example of religious intoler-

ance, subjecting Muslims to 

these conditions to rid them of 

alleged religious extremism is 

no way to ‘fix’ terrorism in Chi-

na. 
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Business/Finance 

Student loans, apartment rent, living ex-

penses, and excessive spending habits leave 

many young people finding a desperate need 

for money as they venture into the real world. 

But without much experience or sufficient ed-

ucation, it’s hard to land a decent-paying job 

in your teens or early twenties, let alone a job 

you actually enjoy. Oftentimes, the harder you 

work, the more money you’ll make, but bal-

ancing school and an intense job can spell dis-

aster for both. The best jobs for young people 

are ones that balance work intensity and the 

size of your paycheck, as well as giving you 

ample opportunities to learn. 

1. Private tutor 

Despite common misconceptions, you 

don’t have to be smart to be a tutor. You just 

have to be patient and willing to help. There 

will always be academic subjects you’ve al-

ready mastered that others haven’t, so you al-

ways have something to teach. People strug-

gling in classes that they need to pass in order 

to graduate are the ones willing to pay for pri-

vate tutoring, especially if you’ve been able to 

help students in the past. Commonly, parents 

of high school students will want private tu-

tors for standardized tests or math classes that 

their child is struggling in. If those types of 

things came easy to you in the past, this job 

has the potential to be easy as well. 

Difficulty: 6/10 

Money: $$$ 

2. Restaurant server 
Being a waiter/waitress can be a popular 

full-time job for many people, which goes to 

show just how much it pays. Especially at a 

higher-end restaurant, tips will almost always 

exceed your baseline pay by a large margin. 

All that’s required is that you present yourself 

neatly and act in a courteous manner, even 

under stressful situations. It will sometimes be 

hard dealing with pretentious customers, but 

that’s really a part of every job. Being a server 

requires a lot of hustle, and it will keep you 

busy and tired. If you’re the type of person 

who can juggle many tasks in a single day, it is 

definitely worth the paycheck. 

Difficulty: 9/10 

Money: $$$$ 

3. Freelance a special skill 
Has anybody ever complimented you on 

any of your skills? There are so many un-

known opportunities for people to monetize 

their skills in a freelance manner. If you’re 

comfortable performing an instrument, you 

can play at weddings, restaurants, hospitals, 

nursing homes, or any other type of gig. You 

can design websites for local businesses, or 

help them to create a social media presence. If 

you can create something unique, sell it online. 

All of these have been done by people I per-

sonally know in high school, so you can defi-

nitely try them out. These jobs take a lot of ini-

tiative, and they are not reliable sources of 

income for long periods of time, unless you 

are well-established (if you are, you might as 

well start your own business). 

Difficulty: 8/10 

Money: $$ 

4. Golf caddying 
Again, this one relies on your tips, and the 

fact that rich people like to golf. It’s all about 

being genuinely nice (or at least acting it). The 

environment is usually tranquil, and caddy-

ing is neither physically nor mentally de-

manding (in most cases). There are times 

when you could get only a $5 tip after hours 

of work, but those are hopefully outweighed 

by the $50 ones. 

Difficulty: 4/10 

Money: $$$ 

5. Retail associate 
This is a comfortable option for many peo-

ple. It has steady pay, an environment that is-

n’t too hectic (unless it’s Black Friday, in which 

case, have fun!), and good opportunities to 

gain experience and workplace connections. 

The main perk about working in retail is that it 

tends to be less stressful than most other low-

wage jobs, and you get to dress in nicer 

clothes. It’s also an easier job to get compared 

to others on the list, as there are more open-

ings. It is a good chance to work in a strictly 

professional environment around many other 

adults. 

Difficulty: 5/10 

Money: $$ 

Note: The ratings above reflect relative 

difficulties of the occupations compared to 

each other. The pay may also differ, depend-

ing on where you end up working. 

Best Jobs for Young People  

By Calvin Lee 

On the day after Thanks-

giving, stores all around the 

country release sales and dis-

counts for products on Black 

Friday, one of the busiest 

shopping days of the entire 

year. To some, Black Friday is 

celebrated as a day of unprece-

dented sales while to others, it 

is viewed as one of harmful 

consumerism. Regardless of 

perspective, it is undeniable 

that Black Friday has a large 

impact on both businesses and 

consumers. According to 

Forbes, last year Black Friday 

brought in $6.22 billion in 

online sales. The discounts 

have also spread to neighbor-

ing days including the holiday 

of Thanksgiving and “Cyber 

Monday” where online retail-

ers offer discounts. Last year, 

from Thanksgiving to Cyber 

Monday, 174 million American 

who went shopping spent an 

average of $335 per person.  

Some people protest the 

discounts and promotions of 

Black Friday that encourage 

this amount of consumption, 

saying that they “ruin” the 

spirit of Thanksgiving, a holi-

day of family and gratitude. 

According to the Los Angeles 

Times, many workers had 

their Thanksgivings cut short 

due to Black Friday. One cash-

ier reported having to work 

from 5 p.m. on Thanksgiving 

to 5 a.m. the next day. A Best 

Buy supervisor said that peo-

ple began coming to the store 

at 5 p.m. on Thanksgiving and 

that the rush didn’t slow until 

1 a.m. Apart from the impact 

on people, this increased 

spending also has an environ-

mental impact. An increase in 

shopping leads to an increase 

in package delivery, which in 

turn produces waste that 

harms the environment.  

This year, many activists 

protested against the negative 

impacts of Black Friday. TIME 

reports over 80 Black Friday 

climate strikes in the US. Some 

protesters disrupted Black Fri-

day shopping and some even 

held a staged “funeral for the 

future” to raise awareness for 

the climate change, arguing 

that the Earth cannot sustain 

this current rate of consumer-

ism. There were also protests 

against exploitative business 

practices associated with Black 

Friday. In France, anti-

capitalist and environmental 

activists participated in sit-ins 

outside Amazon headquarters, 

and people in the UK also pro-

tested against the poor treat-

ment of Amazon employees.  

This Black Friday, protest-

ers brought more awareness to 

the impacts of the day. 

Black Friday Protests 

By Sophia Wang 

Source: Free Code Camp 
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Entertainment C1 

The 62nd Grammy Awards 

will be airing on January 26, 

but the list of nominees is al-

ready out. With 84 existing cat-

egories and Alicia Keys as the 

host, the coming Grammys are 

sure to be eventful. Among the 

top artists are Billie Eilish, Liz-

zo, Lil Nas X, Taylor Swift, Ari-

ana Grande, and Beyonce. Bil-

lie Eilish, Lizzo, and Lil Nas X 

have all been nominated in the 

category of Best New Artist, 

among others. Lizzo is at the 

top with 8 nominations and 

Billie Eilish is following with 6 

along with Lil Nas X. Beyonce 

has received recognition for the 

songs she sang in the new Lion 

King remake, and Taylor Swift 

is on the list for her new song 

Lover among other things. And, 

of course, Ariana Grande’s 7 

Rings and Thank U, Next have 

garnered her five nominations.  

While the Grammy’s are 

rewarding the success of many 

American artists, many fans of 

the Kpop group, BTS, are up in 

arms about the band being 

snubbed for a nomination. BTS 

has had great success over the 

past two years with their intri-

cate style, coordinated dance 

moves, and catchy songs, so 

fans of the famous group were 

very shocked to see that BTS 

did not receive any recognition 

from the academy. Another 

snub that shocked fans includ-

ed Taylor Swift’s album Lover 

not receiving a nomination for 

album of the year. Swift has 

been very successful at the 

Grammy’s in the past, winning 

the Album of the Year award 

for albums like Fearless and 

1989. However, this year Swift 

only received nominations in 

the categories for Best Pop Solo 

Performance, Song of the Year, 

and Best Pop Vocal Album. 

The 62nd Grammy Awards 

will have a lot of surprises in 

store this year and new music 

history will be made.  

The Grammy 

Awards 2020 
By Maler Suresh and Joelle Silvestri 

The roguelite genre of video games has 

always had an accessibility problem. 

Roguelites, characterized by short, rela-

tively difficult playthroughs with non-

reloadable saves and high degrees of ran-

domness, tend to have either a steep diffi-

culty curve, like Risk of Rain 2 and Enter 

the Gungeon, or forbidding, dark atmos-

pheres, like The Binding of Isaac or Slay the 

Spire. Dicey Dungeons solves both of these 

problems while exemplifying what makes 

the genre great. 

While roguelites don’t tend to have 

problems with their stories, Dicey Dun-

geons certainly doesn’t slack in this regard. 

Its story creates a reasonable cover for the 

gameplay and creates some intrigue into 

what will happen to the characters. The 

game focuses on a gameshow, where the 

host, Lady Luck, turns contestants into gi-

ant walking dice and forces them to fight 

in a dungeon. At the conclusion of a dun-

geon, the contestant is forced to “Spin the 

Wheel” to win their heart’s desire as a 

prize. Unfortunately, as the player will 

quickly realize, the wheel is rigged to al-

ways land on the skull, forcing them to 

continue down through more and more 

difficult dungeons. Lady Luck confidently 

proclaims that they will never make their 

way out of the dungeons, where they will 

be forced to suffer until the end of time. 

Its graphics and sounds don’t suffer 

the conditions that the contestants are 

forced to endure. Visually, Dicey Dun-

geons has a simple, cheery art style filled 

with pastel colors and wide smiles. No 

matter where the contestant is, enemies, 

NPCs, and the environment are cute and 

stylized. The music in individual battles is 

always animated and jazzy, evoking the 

excitement of an intense game show. 

Throughout the floors, the dungeons re-

main clean, with no blood, waste, or gore 

to be seen, although blood and alcohol are 

referenced in passing in text. 

The text that scrolls in these speech 

bubbles is fairly funny and has an inno-

cent charm to it that makes jokes easier to 

accept. When a game is sarcastic and tries 

too hard to seem self-aware, it can make 

itself seem too edgy and have its jokes fall 

flat. This game, however, has a sense of 

authenticity and genuineness that makes 

the gags and comedic moments hit with-

out being fettered. Each contestant has 

their own unique, albeit fairly one-

dimensional, motivation, personality, and 

interactions with Lady Luck, while each 

enemy has the chance to say different 

things to the player after being defeated.  

To defeat these enemies, the player 

manipulates dice to lower their HP bars to 

zero. At the beginning of every turn, the 

player rolls a number of D6 dice that can 

be placed in equipment that’s gathered 

throughout the playthrough, or “run”, 

that can do damage or apply status effects. 

After each battle, the player moves into an 

overworld where they can choose to up-

grade their equipment, purchase new ones 

with money obtained from battle, go into 

another battle, or, after the path is cleared, 

go into a new floor. The run ends at the 

final floor, where a randomly chosen boss 

is located. After this boss is defeated, one 

of the dungeon staff spins the wheel, usu-

ally unlocking new game modes, called 

“episodes”, or contestants. Each contestant 

has its own unique starting equipment, 

equipment gathered throughout the run, 

an always present special ability, and a 

“limit break” that charges as they take 

damage. These combine to create a distinct 

style for each character. The episodes 

See DICEY DUNGEONS on C2 
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shake things up from the default style, too, 

making each run feel fresh and updated. 

The game as a whole also recently got 

some important polishing updates. The 

amount of jank has significantly decreased 

since launch, and it will likely continue to 

decrease over the course of the game’s 

lifespan. For instance, two status effects 

that would previously feel strange and un-

intuitive when interacting were updated in 

version 1.5 to make them feel, look, and 

play more satisfyingly 

and with more sense. 

While previously, the bugs and strange 

behaviors were a major turn off, it’s now 

clear that some of them have been sanded 

away and others will be in the future. 

Roguelites in the past have been mostly 

inaccessible due to a variety of factors such 

as extreme difficulty and some frankly 

gross imagery, Dicey Dungeons has neither 

of these problems. The gameplay is fairly 

simple, using concepts that people unfa-

miliar with the genre or even video games 

in general as the tools that are given to the 

player, and the difficulty is low enough 

during the main game to get reap many 

hours without reaching elements that can 

be challenging for more experienced gam-

ers. Its visual elements, as well, are clean, 

inviting, and bright, and only a step down 

joviality from the most casual of Nintendo 

releases, like Mario Kart and Animal Cross-

ing. Because of this, it’s a great point of en-

try for the roguelite genre and will hope-

fully leave some newcomers with hunger 

for more advanced titles. 

For the first time in a few 

years, it seems like Call of Duty 

has stopped peeking at other 

shooters’ homework for inspi-

ration. It’s not to say it hasn’t 

been successful with taking on 

trending modes and mechan-

ics, like when Treyarch’s Black 

Ops 4 ditched the campaign 

and introduced an amazing 

battle royale mode. This year, 

though, Infinity Ward pulls 

from its own history for Call of 

Duty: Modern Warfare. And as a 

result, it’s delivered excellent 

gunplay to pair with an intense 

and effective campaign and a 

fantastic weapon customiza-

tion system in multiplayer. 

Something it didn’t learn, 

though, is that even a great ar-

senal can’t make up for poor 

map design, especially when 

there’s such a limited selection 

available at launch. Missteps in 

multiplayer and Spec Ops are 

like suppression fire that keep 

Modern Warfare from taking the 

high ground of its classic 

namesake, but everything else 

suggests that the series is now 

heading in a promising direc-

tion.  

Campaign: 

After taking a year off in 

2018, Call of Duty’s single-

player campaign has come 

roaring back in the revival of 

the Modern Warfare name. For 

my money, this is the best cam-

paign the series has seen since 

2010’s Black Ops; and if that 

sounds like a backhanded com-

pliment, I don’t mean it as one. 

Though it stops short of being 

as provocative and button-

pushing as it seemed poised to 

be, it is nevertheless an ex-

tremely well-designed first-

person shooter that refreshes 

the franchise format just 

enough with a few cool new 

ideas and some smart new 

takes on others we haven’t seen 

in years.  

The plot of Modern Warfare’s 

rebooted storyline starts out 

trying to blur the lines between 

good and bad, but it ends up 

quickly establishing the good 

guys as very clearly good. The 

US team is led by memorably 

mustachioed fan-favorite Cap-

tain John Price, while the sister 

and brother duo of Farah and 

Hamir head up an insurgency 

movement fighting to push 

Russian forces out of their fic-

tional home country of Urzik-

stan. That’s not to say that un-

comfortable, morally gray 

things don’t happen in this 

campaign; they do, and some-

times those events are directly 

in your control. Unarmed 

women die. Children are shot. 

Civilians can catch bullets. Sui-

cide bombers are a threat.  

But even in Modern War-

fare’s biggest moment – a show-

down with a generically 

named enemy lieutenant called 

The Butcher – Infinity Ward 

wanders near the moral line 

but never actually steps up to 

or over it. That’s disappointing 

because I’d really hoped this 

story would really have some-

thing meaningful to say about 

the soul-affecting nature of war 

in a time when the United 

States has been involved in so 

many conflicts for so long.  

Still, just because Modern 

Warfare doesn’t have a lot of 

bite behind its bark doesn’t 

mean it’s not a great action 

ride. It is one of the best linear 

first-person shooter campaigns 

I’ve played in a good while, 

thanks to an exciting pace 

across its five-ish-hour story 

that, notably, is always mixing 

up the gameplay. Sure, we’ve 

done the run-of-the-mill street 

battles a million times before in 

this series, but here you’re nev-

er doing them for very long 

without something unexpected 

happening. Modern Warfare de-

lights most when it surprises, 

like when you have to engage 

intense close-quarters combat 

to clean out the enemy from 

small, multi-story houses – of-

ten when it’s pitch-black out-

side of your night-vision gog-

gles. Or when you fly explosive

-rigged drones into enemy heli-

copters or paint targets for mis-

sile strikes. 

Verdict: 

As someone who’s played 

every single Call of Duty cam-

paign and really missed it last 

year, the new Modern Warfare is 

exactly the kind of single-

player revival I’ve been look-

ing for. It introduces welcome 

new kinds of gameplay mo-

ments while executing familiar 

ones exceptionally well. Sure, 

its story may not be as provoc-

ative as it seems to want to be, 

but it reestablishes a strong 

identity for this 16-year-old 

franchise with a showcase solo 

shooter experience. Amidst a 

growing pile of battle royales 

and looter shooters that just 

Call of Duty:  

Modern Warfare 

Review 
 

By Prabhnoor Singh 
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don’t scratch that same itchy 

trigger finger, it felt just like 

old times. 

Multiplayer: 

Giving the latest Call of Du-

ty effectively the same name as 

one of the most revered multi-

player shooters of all time is a 

bold move. Right out of the 

gate, it creates sky-high expec-

tations that are challenging to 

actually fulfill. And while Call 

of Duty: Modern Warfare does 

look excellent and has some 

good new and improved fea-

tures, like the enhanced weap-

on customization, the disap-

pointing selection of maps en-

courages bad behavior and it’s 

missing some things I’d ex-

pected to see in a 2019 Call of 

Duty.  

I'm having fun with Modern 

Warfare multiplayer, but it 

doesn't quite live up to its re-

cent predecessors. Your opin-

ion of crouching in a hiding 

spot and waiting for someone 

to wander into your trap or 

dealing with people laying the 

same trap will probably play a 

big role in shaping your opin-

ion of Call of Duty: Modern 

Warfare's modes right now.  

In my in-match hours, I've 

seen how the community has 

adapted to this new warzone, 

and camping is certainly a big 

part of it. The 10 core maps are 

paired with what feels like a 

slightly slower movement, fast 

time-to-kill, killstreaks over 

scorestreaks, and generally 

tight corners and abundance of 

hidey holes make it easy to set 

up shop and wait for kills.  

I personally don't partake 

in that sort of thing or love 

dealing with campers, but so 

long as you're making use of 

the anti-camper equipment 

provided in Modern Warfare's 

arsenal they shouldn’t be too 

much of a problem. You can 

pinpoint stationary enemies 

through personal radars, team 

UAVs, snapshot grenades, and 

heartbeat sensors. Vision has 

always been important in Call 

of Duty multiplayer, and it's 

even more so in Modern War-

fare thanks to all these maze-

like maps.  

I like that a few of those 

gadgets are early unlocks and 

are also easy to destroy, but 

what I like even more are Field 

Upgrades, which can be 

equipped before and during a 

match and charge over time. 

They’re incredibly useful, es-

pecially if you’re taking the 

time to strategize with them 

rather than just picking the 

basic Munitions Box.  

For instance, the remote-

controlled Recon Drone allows 

you to mark enemies for a 

short time, which is especially 

useful for finding enemy hid-

ing spots in more objective-

oriented modes. Then some-

thing like Dead Silence will 

even let you temporarily quiet 

your footsteps and move a tiny 

bit faster to sneak around and 

get the kill you're looking for. 

One of the things that I've al-

ways loved about Call of Duty 

multiplayer is its player inde-

pendence, and how a single 

kill leader can easily make up 

for 

dead weight at the bottom of 

the team's list. The problem is 

that in instances where a team 

needs coordination to break 

out of an enemy team's tight 

grasp, there aren’t a whole lot 

of tools available. In a better 

version of this game with 

better maps, though, this 

wouldn’t be an issue nor is it 

something players should be 

scrambling to solve or exploit. 

Improving the Game: 

I think something like a 

ping system could go a long 

way in situations like this, and 

it baffles me that a shooter has 

come out in a post-Apex Leg-

ends world without one. Espe-

cially with games such as Call 

of Duty, which are supposed to 

be at the forefront of multi-

player gaming, it’s a huge 

omission. And not only is it a 

great tool for coordination, but 

it could also solve one of this 

series’ most-griped about 

problems: annoying players 

ruining the voice chat for eve-

rybody by spewing hate and 

generally irritating noises into 

everybody’s headsets. Ena-

bling team communication 

while limiting the vocabulary 

to only game-relevant terms 

would go a long way in mak-

ing me want to care about 

helping random teammates.  

I let out an audible groan 

whenever the Euphrates 

Bridge map pops up, no matter 

the game mode. It's an awful 

map with a huge bridge run-

ning through the middle and 

heavily favors any team that 

camps the bridge. I'm also not 

much of a fan of St. Petrograd, 

which is also primed for camp-

ing and annoying spawn 

camping tactics. Some of its 

passageways are difficult to 

use and its points of engage-

ment are limited in a tiring 

way. In fact, while they’re gen-

erally fine, I've grown more 

disappointed with the 10 maps 

and four nighttime variants the 

longer I’ve played.  

There's no way to avoid the 

maps you dislike, either, since 

the long-standing feature that 

lets everyone in a matching 

vote which map appears next 

is absent in Modern Warfare. I'm 

assuming this is because all 

normal modes are lumped into 

a quick queue feature that lets 

you select which modes you 

want to play rather than just 

queuing for one by default. But 

while I liked this at first, I'd 

much rather have the option to 

vote for maps and not have 

everybody drop out when a 

dud appears. I'm also sad that 

in over 100 matches played, 

I've only seen a night mode 

map once. Once!  

According to the custom 

maps list, there are four whole 

night map variants in there. 

Infinity Ward didn't post any-

thing in particular about them 

being turned off or inaccessi-

ble, so I have to wonder why 

they're not showing up in the 

rotation. It’s especially aggra-

vating because they're by far 

one of the most interesting 

parts of Modern Warfare's mul-

tiplayer, even if your team-

mates don't understand that 

their lasers reveal everyone's 

position. To be fair, there are 

some maps I do like: Arklov 

Peak and Rammaza are at the 

top of my list. The former has a 

good number of encounter 

spots for both long and close-

range weapons. Rammaza is a 

dense map that feels a little 

more traditional in its three-

lane design. It's on the smaller 

side, but I like how it offers a 

lot of points for flanking. 

Verdict: 

Call of Duty: Modern War-

fare’s scaled-up version of 

Ground War is a chaotic good 

time, and Realism quiets 

things down a bit to present a 

uniquely delightful challenge. 

The rest of Modern Warfare's 

multiplayer ranges from great 

additions like Gunfight and its 

in-depth weapon customiza-

tion, to mediocre with modes 

like Spec Ops. Across most of 

them, unfortunately, mediocre 

maps make spawn camping a 

frustrating problem and escap-

ing the ones where you know 

you'll have a bad time is more 

challenging with removed map 

voting. But there sure is a lot to 

do in Modern Warfare, and that 

variety is important to keep 

things feeling fresh after the 

occasional unexpected low 

points. 

Overall Verdict: 

Overall, the campaign is 

Call of Duty: Modern Warfare’s 

strength. Its well-designed 

missions make for excellent 

weapon testing grounds and 

feature a slew of interesting 

mechanics that wouldn’t work 

anywhere else. Some of its best 

parts come about because of 

the secretive nature of this war, 

and that includes some heavy 

moments that are generally 

done well. The multiplayer, 

meanwhile, maintains its 

smooth gunplay and has great 

weapon customization to go 

with it, but those don't matter 

when having to play on this 

disappointing batch of launch 

maps. Still, Modern Warfare’s 

gorgeous new Realism mode, 

the large-scale Ground War, 

and quick and dirty Gunfight 

help mix things up for a good 

time.   

  

Call of Duty: Modern Warfare’s 

scaled-up version of Ground War is a 

chaotic good time, and Realism quiets 

things down a bit to present a 

uniquely delightful challenge. 
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This past Sunday, November 30th, 

was World AIDS Day, a day dedicated 

towards raising awareness about this 

disease that has ravaged victims 

worldwide for decades. However, sci-

entific researchers announced on De-

cember 1st that a vaccine against the 

human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) 

may be in sight. 

Three late-stage vaccine trials - 

HVTN 702, Imbokodo, and Mosaico - 

offer scientists the best hopes of finally 

finding a solution since 1984. Accord-

ing to Dr. Susan Buchbinder, director of 

HIV research at the San Francisco Depart-

ment of Health,  the trials provide crucial 

optimism to researchers in finding a vac-

cine. 

The HVTN 702 trial, launched in South 

Africa in 2016, is derived from RV144, the 

previous most effective vaccine trial. Alt-

hough RV144 was only 30 percent effec-

tive, it provided a path forward to synthe-

size a more effective vaccine. If a vaccine 

reaches 50 percent effectiveness, public 

health experts believe that it will be the 

solution to finally ridding the world of 

AIDS. Results for HVTN 702 are expected 

in late 2020 or early 2021. 

Imbokodo trials were carried out 

among Southern African females, where 

AIDS has a particularly high preva-

lence among heterosexual women. Un-

like HVTN 702, this trial is based on 

mosaic immunogens which are de-

signed to produce immune responses 

against global HIV strains. The third 

HIV vaccine trial, Mosaico, is similarly 

based on these immunogen responses. 

Mosaico is being carried among gay 

and transgender patients in the United 

States, Latin America, and Europe. Re-

sults from Imbodoko are expected in 

2021 and from Mosaico in 2023.  

Although there is a daily pill one can 

take to avoid HIV infection (PrEP), not 

enough people are taking the pill world-

wide to curb the spread of the disease. 

These trials give credibility to President 

Trump’s Ending the HIV Epidemic pro-

gram, which aims to reduce HIV infections 

by 90% in ten years, vaccine or no vaccine. 

HIV Vaccine May Be Possible by 2021 

By Dan Purizhansky 

As the epidemic of vaping 

continues to spread among 

teenagers, deadly effects of 

these smoking devices are be-

ginning to surface. On October 

15, a double lung transplant 

was performed on a 17-year-

old high school athlete from 

Michigan—a surgery believed 

to be the first double lung 

transplant as a result of a vap-

ing injury. Following the pa-

tient’s condition becoming in-

creasingly critical, doctors did 

the 6-hour transplant and de-

scribed the circumstances as a 

lung injury that came entirely 

from vaping. Hassan Nemeh, 

MD, surgical director of tho-

racic organ transplant at Henry 

Ford Hospital and one of the 

three surgeons on the trans-

plant team shared, “What I 

saw in his lungs is something I 

never saw before, and I have 

been doing lung transplants for 

20 years. This is an evil I have 

not faced before.” 

The previously active high 

schooler is still hospitalized 

following his successful sur-

gery, but will soon be trans-

ferred to rehab and is expected 

to be able to return to school. 

At school, Dr. Nemeh hopes 

that the student will talk to his 

peers about the dangers of 

vaping and become an advo-

cate to stop the madness of 

vaping. Having been admitted 

to a hospital on September 5 

for what was believed to be 

pneumonia, the student’s con-

dition continued to decline, 

and he was subsequently trans-

ferred to Henry Ford Hospital 

on October 3. The teen, who 

turned 17 while in the hospital, 

was put on a national waiting 

list due to the severity of his 

condition. Although the family 

of the teen have asked for pri-

vacy, they have shared a state-

ment, “He has gone from the 

typical life of a perfectly 

healthy 16-year-old athlete—

attending high school, hanging 

out with friends, sailing and 

playing video games—to wak-

ing up intubated and with two 

new lungs, facing a long and 

painful recovery process as he 

struggles to regain his strength 

and mobility, which has been 

severely impacted." The patient 

has also asked the hospital to 

let the public know about his 

injuries and to see his pictures 

to “warn others”. 

Addressing the double lung 

transplant, Wayne Tsuang, 

MD, an assistant professor of 

medicine at the Cleveland 

Clinic and a practicing lung 

transplant pulmonologist, says, 

“It would have to be end-stage 

lung disease, in that all the po-

tential medical treatments were 

exhausted and the team taking 

good care of him had no other 

options to salvage his lungs”. 

Tsuang says, 1-year survival is 

about 85%, while 5-year sur-

vival is up to 50% of transplant 

recipients. This range varies 

greatly and depends on things 

like other health conditions 

that may be present, with the 

median survival for adult re-

cipients being 6.5 years accord-

ing to 2018 national statistics.  

The Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention (CDC) 

is working with local health 

departments and the US Food 

and Drug Administration 

(FDA) to reach the root of these 

illnesses. THC has been found 

to be present in several of the 

samples of vaping products the 

FDA has tested so far, and 

many of the ill patients have 

admitted to using THC-

products in the past. The CDC 

has also said that Vitamin E 

acetate, an additive sometimes 

used in THC and other vaping 

products, may be the cause of 

the national outbreak, along 

with other factors. The CDC 

suggests that people stay away 

from using all vaping products 

with THC until the public 

health investigation is com-

plete. 

Teen Undergoes Double Lung Transplant 

from Vaping Injury 

By Nikitha Kamath 

Source: BGR.com 

https://www.webmd.com/lung/picture-of-the-lungs


D2 

Dr. Kimberly Sue is an anthropologist 

with a Harvard education and a physician 

at Riker’s Island, New York City’s main 

jail complex. She also works as the medi-

cal director of the Harm Reduction Coali-

tion, advocating to change US policies and 

attitudes about treating drug users. With 

her book, Getting Wrecked: Women, Incar-

ceration, and the American Opioid Crisis, Sue 

tells the firsthand accounts of women she 

has treated and their struggles of recover-

ing from opium addiction as they cycle 

from jail, prison, and community treat-

ment programs. 

 During an interview with NPR, she 

states that “Incarceration is not an effec-

tive social policy... It's not effective in de-

terring crime. But we continue to rely on it 

for reasons that have to do with morality." 

Does locking people away in prisons have 

a positive impact? Is it better to imprison 

them before they even commit a crime just 

to be ‘safer’? If anything, it’s harmful to 

their mental health and doesn’t help them 

overcome their addiction. In particular, 

solitary confinement can have serious con-

sequences - demonstrated with the tragic 

suicide of Kalief Browder, who died three 

years after being in solitary confinement at 

Rikers.  

Dr. Sue mentions that in most of the 

county-level jails in this country, people 

are forced to withdraw off medications 

against their will. Methadone is a treat-

ment for opioid use disorder that one can-

not access in jails in many places in this 

country. These people may be helpless to 

control whether they receive treatment or 

not. What really goes on with recovering 

from substance abuse may be something 

that the general public may not be aware 

of. Dr. Sue took care of a woman in the 

health services unit at MCI-Framingham, 

a women's state prison in Massachusetts. 

The woman heard another prisoner 

screaming in agony from methadone 

withdrawal. Sue’s patient heard the other 

prisoner stop screaming, and only after 

they were able to get the guard’s attention, 

it was discovered that the prisoner hanged 

herself.  

Sue also brings up the stigma around 

drug use, stating that “the idea that sub-

stance use is a disease of the will is very 

heavily entrenched in American ideology. 

We have a hatred of people who are de-

pendent on anything — including the gov-

ernment — for support. The idea of peo-

ple being on welfare, the idea of people 

not working.” From a historical stand-

point, it is true that ideas of independence 

and gaining success on one’s own terms is 

valued by the American people. This may 

explain the stigma that some hold against 

people that are addicted to drugs. Still, 

addiction is a physical dependence that 

doesn’t dictate that someone is a bad per-

son.  

Finally, Sue describes how women spe-

cifically have to deal with this stigma. She 

describes, “Some of the women in my 

book were low-level drug dealers. And 

they didn't have anything to give prosecu-

tors, so they would get thrown under the 

bus by the men who were much higher up 

who had more information. So they would 

take the rap.” Sue also provides an inter-

esting statistic - while the rate of incarcera-

tion of women is still relatively small com-

pared to that of men, it has also gone up 

840% over the past 40 years. 

An important example to consider is 

the decriminalization of drug use in Por-

tugal. After Portugal decriminalized drug 

use, overdose deaths decreased by 80% 

and HIV rates went from 52% to 6%. It 

may not be a perfect, universal solution, 

but it is an example of how public health 

care can be positively changed. If more 

people are made aware of these issues and 

the stories of women dealing with life-

threatening addiction and incarceration, 

perhaps society can begin to work past the 

stigma against drug use and steps can be 

taken to reform the system. 

The Opioid Epidemic  

By Allison Li 



Sports 
E1 

The Bills (9-3) played on 

one of the biggest stages in 

football Thursday night when 

they faced off against the Dal-

las Cowboys (6-6). This game 

was significant for both sides, 

and mostly for the same rea-

son.  

The Bills and Cowboys 

have both drawn criticism for 

not beating any teams with a 

winning record. The Bills have 

beaten down on teams like the 

Dolphins, Bengals, and Bron-

cos, while the Cowboys have 

done much of the same. This 

game was a statement game for 

both teams, as they could 

prove they belong in the con-

versation with the NFL’s most 

elite teams. 

There was a lot of news re-

garding the Cowboys in this 

game, as owner Jerry Jones 

made comments to the media 

indicating his expectations for 

the Cowboys. He implored for 

a deep run in the playoffs or 

else Head Coach Jason Garrett 

would be fired. This meant this 

game had implications for Gar-

rett’s job.  

The Cowboys started off 

with the ball and started 

strong, driving all the way 

down the field for an opening 

score TD. This was the bright 

spot of their day, however, as 

the Bills dominated for the rest 

of the evening. The Bills would 

go on to score 26 straight 

points before letting up a gar-

bage-time TD to the Cowboys.  

Josh Allen emerged as a 

true franchise quarterback in 

this game and showed he could 

play on the biggest of stages. 

He went 19/24 for 274 total 

yards and 2 TD’s. He posted 

his highest completion percent-

age in perhaps the biggest 

game of his career. He dis-

played his accuracy on some 

nice plays to Cole Beasley, as 

well as his legs on some solid 

runs. Allen, however, was cer-

tainly not the only Bill who 

made an impact in this game.  

The whole offense was roll-

ing, as WR Cole Beasley was 

extra motivated to beat his for-

mer squad. Beasley put on his 

best performance of the season, 

catching 6 balls for 110 yards 

and 1 TD. He had a key 3rd 

down conversion while the 

Bills were stuck in their own 

territory. John Brown was not 

as effective as a receiver in this 

game, but he did throw a TD 

pass to Devin Singletary on a 

trick play. This “Thanksgiving 

Special” was the highlight of 

the game for the Bills and 

showed all of the different 

weapons they possess on their 

offense. 

The defense of the Bills also 

performed extremely well, but 

this is expected at this point. 

Tre’Davious White, Ed Oliver, 

and Trent Murphy had big 

games. Ed Oliver, in particular, 

had 2 sacks and decided to 

have his breakout game on 

Thanksgiving. Oliver has re-

cently started playing like a top

-10 pick and it is a sight Bills 

fans love to see. The defense 

locked down the whole game, 

only allowing TD’s on the first 

and last drives of the game for 

the Cowboys.  

With the offense playing to 

its capability and the defense 

performing like it has all sea-

son, the Bills look very danger-

ous. With the Patriots faltering 

a little and the AFC looking 

weak, the Bills have a chance to 

make a real run in the playoffs. 

This is a not a one-and-done 

kind of team and the players in 

the locker room know that. 

This team is a legitimate Super 

Bowl contender and the Bills 

have high hopes for the future. 

If Allen continues to grow and 

the defense continues to do its 

thing, there’s no reason why 

we can’t be watching the Buffa-

lo Bills come February. 

Bills’ Thanksgiving Win 

By Neel Cheruvu  

With the offense playing to its 

capability and the defense performing 

like it has all season, the Bills look 

very dangerous. 
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