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Hey freshmen! Are you nerv-

ous for your first year of high 

school? Well, have no fear, for 

Gabe is here, with my East Side 

News exclusive tips for how to 

succeed in high school! 

1. Use the library. Seriously. 

The library is here for a reason, 

and it’s not just checking out 

books. Instead of seeing who can 

make the best chocolate milk bub-

bles and checking Instagram 

memes (no, I don’t use social me-

dia) in the Commons, you should 

utilize your free periods to get 

your work done. Time manage-

ment is one of the most important 

skills in high school, and as we all 

know, the enemy of time manage-

ment is procrastination. Now, you 

may be saying, “But Gabe, it’s on-

ly 10:00am! I have so much time 

left in the day!” Well, hypothetical 

freshman (or sophomore), any 

time you have work to do and 

choose not to do it is procrastina-

tion, and as I have learned from 

years of high school experience, 

Starting this school year, Mrs. Charleson

-Smith and Mr. Suchyna will be East’s new 

Assistant Principals. Both have tremendous 

amounts of experience and have worked in 

several other school districts before arriving 

here. Mrs. Charleson-Smith spent 16 years 

as Assistant Principal at Frontier High 

School and was a Special Education Coordi-

nator and Special Education teacher at the 

Buffalo Public Schools. Mr. Suchyna, also 

Ken Harbaugh is a veteran of 

the United States Navy, serving 

for nearly a decade, and the for-

mer Democratic nominee for the 

7th Congressional District of 

Ohio. A decorated pilot with am-

ple experience in veterans’ advo-

cacy projects, one would assume 

that he would be able to reach 

voters by emphasizing his duty 

and commitment to his country 

throughout his life. His oppo-

nents chose to smear him by 

questioning his “patriotism”, fix-

ating on one key, disqualifying 

factor. 

He had refused to wear an 

American flag pin. 

The year I graduate high 

school marks the twentieth year 

since the September 11th attacks, 

a date that grows more infamous 

as time goes on. The story of pat-

riotism in the twenty-first century 

begins at that day and with the 

healing process thereafter. The 

wound from that horrific event 

remains untreated; the scar just 

as hideous as we left it, patched 

only with a vigor to retaliate that 

has kept our people fighting 

seemingly endless wars out of 

See PRINCIPALS on  A3 
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District Revises Funding Policy 

By Nikitha Kamath 

Over the course of the sum-

mer, Williamsville Central 

School District revised several 

of its policies related to what 

students would be required to 

fund during the school year 

and highlighted the activities 

the district would be responsi-

ble to financially support. The 

main takeaway from these 

changes is that the district is 

required to fund core curricu-

lum activities and provide sup-

plies to the students that are 

necessary for success in their 

courses.  

For instance, a fee will no 

longer be attached to field trips 

included in the curriculum and 

items such as math calculators, 

textbooks, and computer 

equipment will be issued by 

the school as usual. However, 

activities where participation is 

voluntary, such as the annual 

Stratford field trip, or trips 

planned by extracurricular 

clubs, will be funded by the 

student. Students will also be 

expected to pay for their own 

course supplies and activities 

conducted outside of regular 

school hours. 

Of these modifications, 

some of the most significant 

effects can be noticed in the 

English and Art departments. 

As per the revised guidelines, 

students will not have to pay 

for the books they read 

throughout the year in their 

English classes. Instead, books 

will be provided in the form of 

workbooks and textbooks. The 

difference between these two 

books is that the former can be 

annotated in directly—a habit 

most students have devel-

oped—while the latter will re-

main a class set and have to be 

Summer Institute of Buffalo for  

Human Rights and Genocide Studies 
By Dan Krieger  

During the summer, I 

had the opportunity to 

attend the Summer Insti-

tute of Buffalo for Human 

Rights and Genocide Stud-

ies. This was a week-long 

class where I and around 

80 other students were able 

to hear from famous people 

in the civil rights communi-

ty, such as Allida Black, as 

well as some local heroes, 

such as Williamsville East’s 

own Dr. Redmond and Na-

da Odeh, a new American 

See FUNDING on  A4 
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procrastination is BAD, with a 

capital B, A, and D. Further-

more, even if it’s early in the 

morning, you’re establishing 

an attitude of indifference that 

carries on into the afternoon, 

then the evening, then the wee 

hours past midnight. Think 

about it this way. If you get all 

your work done during your 

free periods, then you have 

your whole afternoon and 

evening to yourself for uninter-

rupted fun time, without hav-

ing to worry about work.  

2. Don’t take too many 

hard classes. This is a lesson I 

learned the hard way. Symp-

toms of taking too many hard 

classes include: stacks of home-

work, less free time, more sleep 

deprivation, and more stress. 

Yes, it is important to challenge 

yourself, but there is a differ-

ence between challenging and 

overloading yourself. When 

you are overloaded, you don’t 

have the freedom or the mental 

clarity to pursue your passions. 

Something I learned is that alt-

hough the stuff we learn in 

school is important, it is even 

more important to apply this 

knowledge into creative pur-

suits that interest you. When 

you pursue your interests and 

exercise your creativity, you 

feel more happy and fulfilled. 

Furthermore, it leads to indi-

vidualism, so that everybody is 

unique and special in their 

own way; after all, what’s fun 

about knowing the exact same 

facts and having the exact 

same skills as the kid sitting 

next to you in Biology? This 

leads me to my next point. 

3. If you haven’t found 

your “thing”, find it. If you 

have found it, immerse your-

self into it. So, what exactly is 

a “thing”? I define your 

“thing” to be your greatest in-

terest, something that you can’t 

stop thinking about, something 

that you can’t put down, some-

thing that makes you genuine-

ly happy every time you do it. 

It’s kind of like a productive, 

non-harmful addiction. Exam-

ples include, but are not lim-

ited to, jazz music, creative 

writing, lacrosse, coding, paint-

ing, baking, and wood-carving. 

And no, Instagram and Snap-

chat do not count; the scientists 

can back me up on that one. 

When you do your “thing”, 

you will find that you are hap-

pier, and will have created 

something cool that you are 

genuinely proud of, to show 

for all your time spent. 

4. Don’t vape. Don’t do 

drugs. In the event that you do 

already do these things, please 

seek help! And please don’t 

vape or use drugs in the school 

bathrooms, thinking that 

you’re cool and that nobody 

knows. It’s not cool, and you’ll 

eventually get caught and sus-

pended. Seriously. Vaping is 

bad, and so are drugs. The sci-

ence also proves that. But, 

overall, I think this stuff is 

pretty obvious, and with so 

many new stories of people 

getting sick or dying from vap-

ing, why take the risk? 

5. Respect your mental 

health. Meditating is a huge 

game-changer, as is getting 

over seven hours of sleep each 

night. You’d be surprised 

about how much happier it 

makes you feel. Aside from 

happiness (which should be 

enough of a reason in and of 

itself), it makes your mind so 

much more efficient, so that 

you can get that bonus ques-

tion on your Geometry test and 

make the honor roll. I should 

also note that exercise helps 

your mental health. Even if 

you’re not super-athletic (I’m 

definitely not), going to the 

gym even just once a week can 

release endorphins, making 

you happier and boosting your 

physical health. 

So, these are my tips for 

freshmen. Did I miss any? If so, 

come to our next newspaper 

club meeting on Wednesday in 

Room 204 (Yeah, I had to do 

the obligatory advertisement)! 

I hope to see you then! 

TIPS  from A1 

the new Athletic Direc-

tor, was a school coun-

selor, Physical Educa-

tion Teacher, and Assis-

tant Athletic Director at 

St. Francis High School 

in Athol Springs.  

With the arrival of 

these new administra-

tors, an additional 

change is being imple-

mented. Rather than as-

signing students to As-

sistant Principals by 

grade, they will be des-

ignated based on their 

last name. Consequent-

ly, students with last 

names A through H 

should report to Mrs. 

DeSantis, I through R to 

Mrs. Charleson-Smith, 

and S through Z to Mr. 

Suchyna.  

Let’s be sure to give 

Mrs. Charleson-Smith 

and Mr. Suchyna a 

warm East welcome! 

PRINCIPALS from A1 
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annotated using post-its or 

separate notebooks. Due to the 

limited amount of funding 

through the district, a majority 

of the books read will be text-

books, and this new alteration 

has been met with mixed re-

sponses from the students.  

When asked about her 

thoughts on this subject, senior 

Jaiha Lee shared, “I think the 

older system is more efficient 

and I am a little disappointed 

that the district is forcing the 

department to compromise.” 

On the other hand, junior Aditi 

Arun voiced, “I am per-

fectly okay with the changes 

being made as I have always 

used library books for my Eng-

lish class and used post-its to 

annotate. I have only bought 

books that I liked from the as-

signed readings.”  

Additionally, while some 

students are relieved that they 

no longer have to purchase 

their own books, some are 

worried about the lack of un-

derstanding and physical con-

nection with the book that will 

come with annotating else-

where. Due to varying perspec-

tives, the true extent to which this 

change will affect student perfor-

mance will have to be seen 

throughout the year. 

 Similar to the English de-

partment, the Art department also 

seems to have received the short 

end of the stick. Although the Art 

department has a higher budget 

overall, the lack of lab fees—$25 

per student—has led to difficulties 

in class projects and quality of 

supplies.  

 Elaborating on how the art 

department is affected by the new 

changes, art student and senior 

Elizabeth Goldstein expressed her 

disappointment, “Now we 

don’t have money to buy new sup-

plies and we have to use leftovers 

from the years before. Mrs. Crea-

han is teaching two of the most 

expensive art courses—Sculpture 

and Ceramics and Studio in Pho-

tography—and we are not going 

to be able to do some projects that 

they have done in past years.”  

 Despite these challenges, 

both the English and Art depart-

ments are trying their best to ac-

commodate these changes and are 

working to make a seamless tran-

sition to this new policy. 

from Syria and a local artist. 

One of the new events that 

students were able to partici-

pate in was a field trip to the 

Underground Railroad Muse-

um, a church that was part of 

the Underground Railroad and 

the opportunity to meet a Har-

riet Tubman impersonator. 

Meeting her was one of the 

more memorable parts of the 

program. 

Jaiha Lee, a senior, said, 

“Her portrayal of Harriet Tub-

man was really captivating and 

I learned a lot of things about 

her that I didn’t know before. It 

was different to hear about her 

than to read about her. It was 

really inspiring to see her hu-

manized rather than a charac-

ter in a book.” 

Another fantastic speaker 

was Allida Black. This Harry 

Potter fanatic and human rights 

activist came to the Institute to 

present on the human rights 

story of Harry Potter. She ar-

gued that the popular fiction 

series Harry Potter included 

elements from the Declaration 

of Human Rights and encour-

aged students to form their 

own Dumbledore’s Army. 

She pointed out that the 

youth is pivotal in creating 

change and that it is necessary 

for them to band together to 

ensure that the Voldemorts of 

the world are unsuccessful in 

their in humanitarian pursuits. 

“She was my favorite 

speaker at the Human Rights 

Institute,” Lee said. “Because 

Harry Potter is such a funda-

mental part of my life, her per-

spective really opened my eyes 

to see how easy it is to get in-

volved. I also felt empowered 

as a teenager because often-

times we are silenced.” 

Odeh, the artist from Syria 

showed us some of her work, 

such as her series called Royal-

ty Refugees. This collection of 

artworks depict different 

scenes of people in refugee 

camps in an elevated position. 

She also gave us the oppor-

tunity to try our own hand at 

making artwork significant to 

our personal cultures. Some 

student works showed differ-

ent images, such as family 

crests or items significant to 

one’s family. 

Students enjoyed this event 

as they learned about yet an-

other way they can influence 

the world around them for the 

better and how to sympathize 

with the other students around 

them. 

Usually, the Summer Insti-

tute brings in Holocaust survi-

vor Joe Diamond to speak 

about his harrowing experienc-

es. Unfortunately, Diamond 

passed away. His daughter, 

however, was willing to take 

up his torch, continue his lega-

cy, and ensure his story is not 

forgotten. 

During a seminar in which 

a few of the students were se-

lected to speak on behalf of 

their peers to the parents, many 

vocalized their appreciation of 

Diamond’s daughter speaking 

of how inspiring they found his 

story. What stuck out to many 

was the accordion he bought 

with all his money before leav-

ing for the US. 

The family still has it, and 

she was able to show it to us. 

She also told the story he 

would tell, where when he ar-

rived in the United States, the 

border control asked him to 

play something to prove he 

had not stolen the instrument. 

To their amazement, Diamond 

was able to perform beautiful-

ly, even though he had never 

played the instrument prior. 

Many of the students were 

very inspired by the experienc-

es they gained from this short 

week. Multiple East students 

were lucky enough to attend, 

such as myself, Anna Lin, Nina 

Coscia and Jaiha Lee. Three of 

us are planning on revising the 

current health curriculum to 

include more information 

about LGBT+ people and rela-

tionships, heavily revamp the 

sex education, and include 

more about consent. 

SUMMER INSTITUTE from  A2 

DISTRICT FUNDING from  A2 

Due to the limited 

amount of funding 

through the 

district, a majority 

of the books read 

will be textbooks, 

and this new 

alteration has been 

met with mixed 

responses from the 

students.  
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The past summer saw many 

devastating mass shootings 

throughout the United States.  

Virginia Beach, VA: On 

May 31, “a civil engineer for 

the Public Utilities Department 

in Virginia Beach, opened fire 

inside a municipal building ad-

jacent to City Hall.” Twelve 

people were killed.  

Gilroy, CA: On July 28, a 

nineteen-year-old opened fire 

at the Gilroy Garlic Festival. 

He killed three people, includ-

ing a six-year-old boy and thir-

teen-year-old girl. According to 

CNN, “The gunman…had a 

shotgun, a clown mask and 

wilderness survival items in 

his car, according to a newly-

released search warrant… the 

[FBI] has opened a domestic 

terrorist investigation into the 

shooting due to a list of poten-

tial targets that was found 

while searching the shooter's 

digital media.” 

El Paso, TX: On August 3, a 

21-year-old from Allen, Texas 

opened fire at a Walmart in El 

Paso, killing 22 people. The LA 

Times reports that the shooter, 

“may be linked to an anti-

immigrant manifesto that ap-

peared on the website 8chan in 

advance of the shootings that 

warned of an “invasion” of La-

tino immigrants. The attack left 

at least 26 people wounded.” 

Dayton, OH: On August 4, 

a gunman killed nine, includ-

ing his sister, and injured ap-

proximately 27 others during a 

shooting spree in the historic 

Oregon District of Dayton. The 

gunman was killed by police. 

Dayton Mayor Nan Whaley 

said that without the quick re-

sponse from law enforcement, 

“hundreds of people in the Or-

egon District could be dead to-

day.” 

Odessa, TX: On August 31, 

a gunman shot over 20 people, 

including a state trooper, and 

killed seven people in random 

attacks in Odessa and Midland. 

“He was eventually killed dur-

ing a shootout with police out-

side a movie theater.” 

Following these tragedies, 

companies and lawmakers 

took action and responded to 

these devastating events.  

CVS, Walgreens, and 

Wegmans have all requested 

that customers not openly car-

ry guns in their stores. In a 

statement, CVS said that they 

“support the efforts of individ-

uals and groups working to 

prevent gun violence.” Similar-

ly, Wegmans said that they are, 

“joining other retailers in ask-

ing our customers to no longer 

openly carry firearms into our 

stores other than authorized 

law enforcement officials.” 

In response to the shootings 

in Texas, Texas Governor Greg 

Abbott said, “I have been to too 

many of these events as gover-

nor,” he said. “I am tired of the 

dying in Texas. Too many Tex-

ans have lost their lives. The 

status quo in Texas is unac-

ceptable and action is needed.” 

Abbott signed nine new laws 

loosening gun control. 

The Guardian writes, “The 

new laws allow more armed 

marshals to patrol Texas 

schools. They permit citizens 

without a license to carry 

handguns in the middle of dis-

aster zones, and they give the 

green light to licensed weapons 

being stored inside cars in 

school parking lots. 

“Another new rule clears 

the way for licensed handguns 

to be carried inside churches 

and other places of worship. 

The law comes into effect al-

most two years after the massa-

cre at Sutherland Springs 

where 27 worshippers were 

gunned down as they prayed 

inside their Baptist church.” 

The Guardian states that 

Abbott’s new gun laws are 

based on the NRA’s slogan that 

“The only way to stop a bad 

guy with a gun is a good guy 

with a gun.”  

Conversely, “the San Fran-

cisco Board of Supervisors 

unanimously approved a reso-

lution this week declaring the 

National Rifle Association a 

domestic terrorist organiza-

tion.” An article by the New 

York Times discusses how Su-

pervisor Catherine Stefani the 

U.S. Sees 

More 

Tragic  

Summer 

Shootings 

By Elise Yu 

CVS, Walgreens, and 

Wegmans have all 

requested that customers 

not openly carry guns in 

their stores. In a 

statement, CVS said that 

they “support the efforts 

of individuals and groups 

working to prevent gun 

violence.”  

Walgreens, Wegmans, and CVS requested customers to not openly carry guns in their stores.  

See OPEN-CARRY on B2 
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blind rage. What we have to-

day in the United States is 

tribalism, not patriotism. I see 

no other way to explain mili-

tary parades, camera laden 

summits with flags plastered 

everywhere, and rallies with 

canned phrases that are shout-

ed at other groups, often tak-

ing the form of veiled threats. 

Harbaugh himself cites the 

chants of “U.S.A.!”, at such 

rallies as a way to intimidate, 

not to unify, effectively 

weaponizing patriotism. 

Some extremist groups 

treat patriotism like a test, 

with Americans being put to 

the task of “passing” or 

“failing” based on their politi-

cal ideology, race, or identity. 

The phrase, “Go back to 

where you came from”, a 

phrase used by the President 

of the United States in July, 

implies a failure to meet a cer-

tain measure of standard to be 

worthy of living in the United 

States of America, a standard 

clearly met by members of 

Congress, naturalized citizens, 

and any other citizen of the 

United States who simply had 

the convenience of being born 

here. But what was this meas-

ure of “patriotism”? Why, al-

legiance to HIS government, 

HIS White House, and HIS 

party’s ideals. This is tribal-

ism, or the creation of separate 

groups for the express pur-

pose of creating conflict. How 

do you smear Ken Harbaugh 

by calling him “un-

American”? By labeling him 

as “one of them”, a 

“Democrat”, one who is inca-

pable of loving Trump’s 

America, confusing it with the 

United States. 

Mark Twain once said, 

“Patriotism is supporting your 

country all the time, and the 

government when it deserves 

it.” I have no more apt de-

scription of the problem with 

American patriotism to give 

you. Many Republicans define 

patriotism as support of Presi-

dent Trump, and confuse this 

with support for the United 

States. Members of “The 

Squad”, like Alexandria 

Ocasio-Cortez, propose pro-

gressive reform because they 

believe it is what is best for 

this country. They do not sup-

port the ideals Trump sup-

ports, just like nobody should 

be forced to support the Green 

New Deal, and they deserve 

respect for their attempt to 

better the lives of Americans 

and America’s position in the 

world as a whole. 

So, what does true patriot-

ism look like? I have one name 

for you: Ady Barkan. Barkan 

was diagnosed with ALS in 

2016 at the young age of thirty 

two. Knowing his days are 

numbered, he has rushed to 

make an impact on the lives of 

as many people as possible, 

pushing for healthcare reform 

to assist others with disabili-

ties. He didn’t stop fighting 

when he lost the use of his 

arms, his legs, and even his 

voice. He’s flown across the 

country to testify for Congress 

on healthcare reform, an act 

that could have killed him due 

to the severity of his condi-

tion. He deserves your re-

spect, because he understands, 

as all Americans should, that 

his ideals do not die with his 

body; his dream for America 

lives on. 

That’s patriotism. That’s 

love for country in the form of 

belief in its power. To fight for 

the care of Americans, to be-

lieve his country can serve 

people in need, and to attempt 

to realize this goal himself by 

hitting the road in critical con-

dition demonstrates true pas-

sion for his country. A sense 

of morality, an understanding 

of the desire of oneself and 

others to holistically protect 

and advance the rights of the 

people of this country, is vital 

to a patriot. It’s not a card 

checked at the door, nor can it 

be measured by one’s loyalty 

to the current government. It’s 

everyone under one country, 

not two tribes tearing the fab-

ric of American morality to 

shreds. 

All I ask is that we collec-

tively take a moment on some 

national holidays, like Fourth 

of July and Labor Day, and 

really understand what they 

mean, whether it be the unifi-

cation of a people demanding 

representation or a celebration 

of the workers that are the life 

and soul of our nation. Re-

member Ady Barkan, who 

aptly writes in his Twitter bio, 

“Dying of ALS”, as if to say, “I 

know my days are numbered, 

but I’m still fighting anyway.” 

The tribalistic nature of the 

United States today places an 

importance on winning 

against an enemy, most often 

taking the form of the other 

political party. If we want to 

guarantee the rights and free-

doms of the United States to 

our children, we need to focus 

on the common goal of 

providing the best life we can 

to all citizens, and, most im-

portantly, preserving that 

government Twain writes 

about so it can survive until 

the time comes to pass the 

torch to a new generation. It’s 

time to be a patriot. 

Lives depend on it. 

PATRIOTISM COMMENTARY from  A1 

resolution two days fol-

lowing the Gilroy Gar-

lic Festival Shooting. 

The article states, ““The 

N.R.A. exists to spread 

pro-gun propaganda 

and put weapons in the 

hands of those who 

would harm and terror-

ize us,” Ms. Stefani said 

in a statement. 

“Nobody has done 

more to fan the flames 

of gun violence than 

the N.R.A.”” 

Stefani points out 

that the United States 

has a gun homicide rate 

25 times higher than 

any other high-income 

country, and that there 

are approximately 393 

million guns in the 

United States. This 

means that there are 

more guns than people 

in the US. 

The New York 

Times reports, ““Every 

country on earth has 

video games, movies 

and mental health is-

sues, and yet only the 

U.S. has gun violence at 

elementary schools, at 

the movies, at 

Walmart,” Ms. Stefani 

said. “The difference is 

guns. No other country 

has so many assault ri-

fles on their streets.”” 

In response to the 

Supervisor’s strong 

rhetoric, Amy Hunter, 

an NRA spokesperson, 

said, “This is just an-

other worthless and 

disgusting ‘sound-bite 

remedy’ to the violence 

epidemic gripping our 

nation.” 

With all of the re-

cent shootings on US 

soil and the drastically 

different reactions from 

different politicians, 

gun control continues 

to be a pressing issue 

throughout the United 

States.  

OPEN-CARRY from B1 

The tribalistic nature of the 

United States today places 

an importance on winning 

against an enemy, most 

often taking the form of the 

other political party.  



INTERNATIONAL NEWS B3 

A Summer of Protests:  

The Hong Kong Anti-extradition Protests So Far 
By Henry Su 

For 14 weeks, the people of 

Hong Kong have donned 

masks, goggles, and umbrellas 

and taken to the streets of the 

city in protest. Each week, 

news about the protest reaches 

the international spotlight, and 

especially in recent weeks, has 

gained the attention of celebri-

ties, diasporic communities of 

Hong Kongers and sympathet-

ics, and public officials. Presi-

dent Trump on the 15th of Au-

gust even commented on the 

protests, urging the people of 

Hong Kong to meet with Chi-

nese premier Xi Jinping to ne-

gotiate. The amount of unrest 

and attention over the entirety 

of the spring and summer il-

lustrate the scale and signifi-

cance of protests that are far 

removed from most American 

minds, but that allude to a 

global issue that has erupted in 

large scale violence in the past 

century. 

The beginning of the issue 

can be traced back to 1997, 

when on July 1, Hong Kong 

was handed over from the 

United Kingdom’s rule to Chi-

na in a historic ceremony end-

ing 156 years of colonial rule. 

China then designated Hong 

Kong as a “special administra-

tive region”, which does not 

adhere to the policies of the 

central government of China, 

and is in most senses, an au-

tonomous body.  

Many Hong Kongers at the 

time feared sweeping re-

strictions on personal free-

doms as democratic life under 

the British transitioned into 

centralized communism under 

China’s CCP. The government, 

previously functioning as a 

British-appointed crown colo-

ny, became one appointed by 

the CCP. Although the govern-

ment functions representative-

ly, the elected Chief Executive 

is approved by the Premier of 

China. Because of this, the 

Council of Hong Kong is large-

ly under the jurisdiction of 

China and is made to adhere to 

the State’s agenda, while sim-

ultaneously enjoying freedoms 

such as limited elections that 

people in the PRC do not en-

joy.  

China indicated in 1997 

that the integration of Hong 

Kong would not be instantane-

ous, and rather would take 

place over the coming decades. 

Gradually, throughout the 

2000s, the CCP began asserting 

its control over the Hong Kong 

SAR while benefiting from a 

closer economic relationship. 

Hong Kong is a world finan-

cial center, and much foreign 

trade and banking conducted 

in the Sinosphere is through 

the Hong Kong conduit.  

Meanwhile, in Hong Kong, 

tensions began rising as resi-

dents began to feel the influ-

ence of communist policy on 

their democratic system.  

These underlying tensions 

came to a head in September 

2014, when the CCP proposed 

reforms to the HK government 

which many viewed as ex-

tremely restrictive to democra-

cy, and allowing “too much” 

control by the Party over elect-

ed officials. This led to a three-

month period of protests 

called the Umbrella Move-

ment, in which over 100,000 

people, mostly young college 

students, crowded the Central 

District and key areas of the 

city and rallied for change.  

The movement was incited 

as a call for full suffrage for all 

citizens to return to Hong 

Kong, and many young peo-

ple, who were previously po-

litically uninvolved, joined in 

protest and became activists. 

The protests ended with the 

withdrawal of the proposed 

changes in December, and in 

Photo: The Atlantic 
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On August 4th, a small 

part of the world was cut off 

from almost all communica-

tion. Phone and internet con-

nections, as well as travel, was 

cut off. Even between neigh-

borhoods. Kashmir was placed 

on tight security lockdown, 

with barbed wire along the 

border, leaders under house 

arrest, and numerous troops 

sent in, but why? To answer 

that, we have to start with the 

basics.  

Where is Kashmir? It is the 

valley region between two 

countries with a lot of rough 

history, Pakistan and India. 

Pakistan controls one half of it, 

and India controls the other 

with a tiny portion controlled 

by China. Even though it’s 

controlled in part by a India (a 

country in which the majority 

of people are Hindus), Kash-

mir is a mostly Muslim region 

like Pakistan. For some time 

now, certain groups of the 

Kashmiri people have been 

calling for a change. Either 

they want independence from 

India, or they want an alliance 

with Pakistan. Neither of 

which India is willing to give.  

What Rights did Kashmir 

Have Before? The Indian part 

of Kashmir previously had a 

lot of freedom. It was consid-

ered another state in India, but 

with a special status under Ar-

ticle 370 of the constitution. 

This is because Kashmir, 

which was once it’s own inde-

pendent region, was being 

threatened by Pakistan. They 

turned to India for help, say-

ing that they would become 

part of India, and be protected 

by it, on the condition that it 

was given legislative autono-

my (the freedom to govern it-

self). This right was protected 

under Article 370 of the Indian 

constitution. Now, Article 370, 

and Kashmir’s special state-

hood, has been revoked by In-

dian Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi.  

Why did he revoke it? By 

scrapping Article 370, Modi 

can split Indian controlled 

Kashmir into two sections, one 

run by a state government, 

and the other run by the feder-

al government itself. Both of 

these new governments would 

transfer power to people 

working for the Indian gov-

ernment instead of the Kash-

miri government.  Scrapping 

the article also allows Hindus 

(from India) to purchase land 

there. This is meant to help 

with security concerns. In Feb-

ruary, 38 policemen were 

killed by a cross border terror-

ist attack into Indian Kashmir. 

India and Pakistan have also 

been exchanging airstrikes, 

making Kashmir one of the 

world’s most militarized 

zones. Modi says that 

“mainstreaming” Kashmir will 

not only deter terror attacks, 

but it will also allow Indians to 

invest there, creating a better 

economy for its people. But, 

this argument has come under 

some criticism since this 

would effectively make the In-

dian controlled Kashmir a 

more Hindu dominated state 

that would side with India 

over Pakistan when making 

decisions.  

How Have the People Re-

acted? People in Pakistan, 

Kashmir, and India see Modi’s 

decision as illegal and an 

attack on Indian democracy. 

The lower house of Parliament 

in the Indian government did 

vote on the act, but that part of 

the government is basically 

controlled by Modi’s Hindu 

nationalist party, a party that 

places extreme pride in the 

Hindu culture of India. Due to 

this fact, some say the voting 

was just a technicality. Hindu 

Indian soldiers stand at the border of the Indian portion of Kashmir, keeping it under high security lockdown. 

What's Happening in Kashmir  
By Maler Suresh 
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the duration of the protests, 

thousands of people were ar-

rested and numerous scuffles 

between protesters and police 

occurred. Many citizens saw 

tear gas and aggressive subdu-

ing force used by the police as 

excessive, and resentment to-

wards the police force grew 

over time. Several protest 

groups named the HK police 

as tools for the CCP to enforce 

laws by force over the people.  

Many Hong Kongers have 

a distinct memory of the 1989 

Tiananmen Square massacre 

that mainland Chinese do not, 

so the possibility of police vio-

lence and Chinese strong arm-

ing is very real to many. Like 

the Arab Spring three years 

before, the protests were cap-

tured on smartphones and 

broadcasted around the world 

on social media. Because of 

this coverage, the protests re-

ceived a high degree of media 

attention around the world.  

President Obama ceded to 

Premier Xi in a 2014 meeting 

that the United States was “not 

involved” in the protests, 

while being warned by the 

Chinese not to interfere. Alt-

hough protests concluded, 

many young people in Hong 

Kong felt wronged by the Chi-

nese government and neglect-

ed by Western democracy, and 

anti-communist sentiment 

continued to rise into the late 

2010s.  

In February 2019, four and 

a half years after the Umbrella 

Movement’s conclusion, Chi-

na’s NPCSC introduced new 

legislation to the Hong Kong 

Legislative Council, headed by 

Chief Executive Carrie Lam. 

The bill called for the estab-

lishment of a policy of extradi-

tion, where people breaking 

Chinese laws in Hong Kong 

could be extradited, or trans-

ported to, China for criminal 

trial. Many people in Hong 

Kong saw this bill as a major 

step towards Chinese assum-

ing control over the region, 

and Executive Lam’s unwill-

ingness to oppose the legisla-

tion sparked public outrage. 

Once again, people took to the 

streets en masse, this time 

dwarfing the numbers of 

2014’s crowds, totaling over 

one million in attendance on 

June 9th’s march. Even though 

one in seven people in the city 

turned out to the day of the 

protest, it remained largely 

peaceful and the scuffles pre-

sent in 2014’s demonstrations 

were avoided.  

Even so, a few days later, 

on the 12th, violence erupted 

between police and protesters. 

Many eyewitnesses claimed 

excessive police use of force, 

and videos on social media of 

police beating unarmed pro-

testers surfaced the next day. 

Suddenly, on the 15th of June, 

Executive Lam announced the 

suspension of the bill from the 

legislature. Even with a con-

cession made that was previ-

ously unprecedented, the peo-

ple were still unsatisfied, 

many calling for the complete 

withdrawal of the bill alto-

gether. However, the govern-

ment was unwilling to back 

down, and so protests began 

to escalate.  

The day after the an-

nouncement, the 16th, marked 

a record 2 million protesters 

filling the main avenues of the 

Central District. During the 

escalation of the protests and 

breakouts of violence and ar-

rests, the protesters employed 

a variety of methods to remain 

unified: Umbrellas, held by 

protesters, shielded others 

from identification by media 

or police. Masks and goggles, 

donned to protect against pep-

per spray, also obscure pro-

testers’ identities.  

Protesters occupy key gov-

ernment offices, and in an inci-

dent on the 5th of July, storm 

the Legislative Council build-

ing and vandalize the proper-

ty. Arrests are made, but the 

break-in is enough to suspend 

actions of the Council for some 

time. Protesters in the streets 

carry traffic cones and water 

bottles to snuff out tear gas. 

Pro-democracy graffiti appears 

all over the walls of the city. 

And during the increasing 

chaos, the police begin to re-

spond with brutal crack-

downs. 

With the CCP’s condemna-

tion of the protesters as 

“violent terrorists” in the 

month of July, several notable 

incidents of violence take 

place following. On the 14th, 

at a shopping center in Sha 

Tin, police assault peaceful 

protesters in an effort to clear 

the line, resulting in dozens of 

injuries. At a train station in 

the city, white-shirt wearing 

armed men assault protesters 

returning home after a rally. 

Many suspect the involvement 

of the HK triad, a mafia-esque 

crime organization in the city 

that often enjoy extralegal neg-

ligence from the police force.  

Police, in response to early-

August disruptive rallies in 

subway stations around the 

city, use beanbag rounds fired 

from riot control weapons. 

One young woman is hit in the 

eye with a round and is blind-

ed, and her story goes viral. 

She quickly becomes a symbol 

of police brutality for many 

protesters. Most recently, in 

late August and early Septem-

ber, HK police have begun us-

ing high-pressure water can-

nons and even in one case, live 

weapons to deter protesters. 

And despite the crackdown, 

the protests only increase in 

magnitude.  

Civil servants, lawyers, 

medical professionals, seniors, 

students, and mothers held 

independent rallies in solidari-

ty with the protesters, and a 

citywide strike in August sus-

pends government operations 

in much of the region. The 

Hong Kong International Air-

port’s main terminal was occu-

pied by thousands on August 

15, cancelling flights and halt-

ing service completely in the 

airport in a show of strength 

against oppression. And on 

August 23rd,  in what has be-

come one of the most interna-

tionally notable moments of 

the protest so far, protesters all 

around the city formed a 

“human chain” of over 200,000 

people stretching over 50 kilo-

meters. The action commemo-

rated the 30th anniversary of 

the famous “Baltic Way” pro-

test involving 2 million people 

calling for the disestablish-

ment of the Soviet Union.  

Even into the month of 

September, six months after 

the beginning of the demon-

strations, rallies drawing hun-

dreds of thousands of people 

take place every weekday and 

weekend, and life in the city is 

affected in every way by the 

protests. Even for people en-

tirely uninvolved in politics, 

the cries of the young people 

for democracy are heard loud-

ly and clearly. And while Bei-

jing refuses to back down, and 

even rallies the military police 

for action, the protesters re-

main unafraid. The people of 

Hong Kong continue to peti-

tion international govern-

ments for their support.  

Even the United States, the 

“city on a hill” of Western de-

mocracy, has remained pas-

sive in their role. Even as Car-

rie Lam declared the bill fully 

withdrawn on September 4, 

the anger of the citizens has 

evolved beyond the removal 

of their rights to self-

determination, and become an 

outcry against police brutality 

and corruption. The protests 

will continue, and life in Hong 

Kong will never be the same.  

This time, the people will 

not concede with the govern-

ment. There will be no quiet 

withdrawal. And while some 

view the movement as tread-

ing the path to another 

Tiananmen Square, the young 

students leading the fight in 

Hong Kong against China see 

it as the final struggle between 

freedom and oppression. And 

while the world is watching, 

the people who claim freedom 

as their own fight must choose 

to act. 
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nationalists in India 

support Modi’s deci-

sion while others view 

it as unprecedented, 

especially since it puts 

them on bad terms with 

Pakistan. In Pakistan, 

they’ve downgraded 

their diplomatic ties 

with India, kicked out 

the Indian ambassador, 

suspended trade with 

India, and are even 

looking to file a com-

plaint with the UN. 

They say that Modi’s 

move could lead to gen-

ocide. As things devel-

op in Kashmir, it be-

comes increasingly 

clear that this fight is 

less about land and 

more about the cultural 

divide between Paki-

stan and India.  

HONG KONG from B3 
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Recently, the federal report 

on the second quarter of the US 

economy was released. How’s 

the economy?  

In terms of GDP growth, 

the economy grew at a rate of 

2.0% this quarter. This is on par 

with the estimated 2.1% eco-

nomic growth, but lower than 

the 3.1% growth that was seen 

in the 1st quarter. This rate is 

similar to growth seen in 2016 

and the first two quarters of 

2017. The cause of this slight 

slowdown for the second quar-

ter can be attributed to factors 

such as exports.  

In terms of corporate 

profits, an increase of roughly 

$106 billion was seen in the sec-

ond quarter, which can be com-

pared to a first quarter drop of 

about $78 billion. In domestic 

financial corporations, profits 

slowed from $22 billion to 

about $4 billion this quarter, 

It was passed by the US 

House of Representatives, is 

used in Alaska, and is being 

supported by 2020 hopefuls 

such as Andrew Yang and 

Marianne Williamson. It is 

Universal Basic Income, a 

guaranteed promise of mon-

ey to all citizens of a country.  

While amounts can vary, 

the trademark value national-

ly right now is $1000 per 

month through Andrew 

Yang’s Freedom Dividend, so 

let’s use that as the value of 

what a UBI would look like 

in America. 

Really? $1000 per month? 

How can that be afforded? 

Wouldn’t it hurt the economy 

with inflation and increase 

our already massive budget 

deficit? Why do we need it? 

Well, let’s start off with 

where funding from UBI 

would come from. Firstly, 

In New York City, 

it’s hard to go far any-

where in the boroughs 

without seeing a few 

yellow taxis on the 

road. For decades they 

have been the symbol of 

New York’s congested 

traffic, and the image of 

a rough-around-the-

edges cabbie has be-

come a classic piece of 

Americana. However, 

more recently, another 

type of car has become 

increasingly common-

place on the streets of 

the city: passenger vehi-

cles with a windshield 

sticker indicating their 

Uber or Lyft service. 

And while on the sur-

face, it seems as if the 

animosity between 

these two groups isn’t 

over much more than 

aggressive driving, the 

meteoric rise of rides-

haring apps have forced 

some taxi drivers in oth-

er places in the world to 

resort to extreme 

measures. 

In Johannesburg, 

South Africa in 2017, 

city taxi drivers were 

arrested for torching 

two cars operated by 

Uber drivers. In South 

Africa, violence be-

tween taxi drivers and 

rideshare operators has 

increased in the years 

since ridesharing’s in-

troduction, as many taxi 

drivers feel they have 

been shortchanged by 

the business model of 

ridesharing. And while 

violence is not present 

in New York, many cab-

bies share the same sen-

timent. Many modern 

travelers see the model 

of the metered fare taxi 

as expensive and obso-

lete, when apps offer a 

more available and di-

verse selection of expe-

riences. The process of 

rating taxi drivers and 

selecting for better ser-

vices is obfuscated be-

neath the bureaucracy 

of the city’s manage-

ment, and for Uber it’s 

down to a simple press 

of the button to filter 

out poor drivers with 

ratings.  

The system for be-

coming a rideshare 

driver versus taxi own-

ership is also much 

harder for taxis. Taxi 

drivers must complete 

numerous state certifi-

cations and pay hun-

dreds of dollars in fees, 

as well as acquire a spe-

cial “medallion”, which 

necessitates a large sum 

due to their transferabil-

ity and limited quantity. 

Many cab companies 

also allow drivers to 

lease the cab from the 

company itself in order 

to drive by taking out a 

loan, which, when paid 

with interest on the 

meager average salary 

of $22,000 annually for 

drivers, is often a life-

time commitment- and 

drivers also handle 

maintenance. On the 

other hand, Uber driv-

ers only need minimal 

certifications, and their 

own four-door vehicle. 

There are no fees and 

once a background 

check is administered, 

drivers are prepared to 

start taking customers. 

In order to bridge the 

gap, some taxis have 

made their taxis haila-

ble through the Uber 

app, but the majority of 

riders select regular Ub-

er instead.  Because of 

this ease of entry, the 

driver-base for yellow 

cab companies in the 

city is shrinking. Reve-

nues for taxis in NYC 

have fallen significantly 

since rideshare’s intro-

duction in 2015, while 

the amount of money 

Uber and Lyft pull in 

Do You Uber? 

The Gap Between 

Cabbies and Uber 

Drivers, Explained  

By Henry Su 

Source: Harvard Business School Online  

US Economy 2nd Quarter 

By Ryan Chou 
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while non-financials managed 

to go from a $108 billion slow-

down to a $44 billion increase.  

Unemployment continues 

to remain at about a 50-year 

low at 3.7%, close to the ex-

pected 3.6% unemployment. 

Additionally, 130,000 jobs were 

created, meaning job growth 

has slowed for three months in 

a row now. And this total is 

somewhat slower than the ex-

pected 158,000 job growth. 

However, it maintains a now 

107-month job growth streak. 

The general trend of job 

growth has been at a down-

ward slope, with a decrease of 

20,000 jobs from the last two 

months. However, it is still 

much better than job numbers 

10 years ago in the Great Reces-

sion where job losses peaked at 

around 800,000 per month.  

Average wages are also up, 

with an hourly average of 

$28.11. This is a slight increase 

of 11 cents and 3.2% over the 

last year. 

Jobs in retail saw a drop of 

about 11,000, which may reflect 

the progressive closing down 

of malls in favor of digital 

shopping on sites such as Ama-

zon. And for the first time in 

three years, the rate of manu-

facturing job growth slowed. 

The economy added 3,000 

manufacturing jobs, on-par 

with a slow stagnation of man-

ufacturing jobs since the Great 

Recession at 12.9 million jobs 

compared to a recession total of 

11.5 million jobs. Prior to the 

recession, there were 14 million 

manufacturing jobs.  

Labor-force participation is up 

two-tenths of a point to 63.2% 

while the average workweek 

grew by six minutes. Addition-

ally, US plans to sustain the 

current economic expansion 

occurring by continuing to cut 

interest rates, with an expecta-

tion of a cut of 0.25% of a point 

in an effort to artificially stimu-

late the economy. However, 

federal interest rates, with the 

exception to last month, have 

not been cut in a decade. And 

when federal interest rates are 

cut, it is very typical for the 

economy to soon fall into reces-

sion despite the artificial stimu-

lus. 

has snowballed in the 

last years due to mini-

mal limitations.  

Some city taxi driv-

ers feel as if the profes-

sion is becoming quickly 

outdated and unsustain-

able, and resent 

rideshare operators for 

taking over their cus-

tomer base. However, 

this past summer, New 

York City passed legis-

lation placing limits on 

the amount of rideshare 

drivers on the street at 

once, and regulated 

driver hours “cruising” 

for customers, which 

introduced some limita-

tions to the market. De-

spite this, cabbies still 

feel that the city is doing 

little in the way of pro-

tecting their profession.  

Although rideshar-

ing companies have lost 

some traction in recent 

years due to what eco-

nomic experts refer to as 

“poor manage-

ment” (see a $5.2 billion 

quarterly loss and a dis-

appointing IPO), their 

presence in the metro-

politan area seems inev-

itable for the time being. 

It remains to be seen if 

NYC can do enough for 

taxis to save the indus-

try, or otherwise, life in 

the city may lose a bit of 

its yellow hue. 
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funding from welfare 

programs such as Medi-

care and food stamps 

would help pay about 

$1.8 trillion of the $3.4 

trillion of the UBI cost. 

This would be done by 

giving Americans a 

choice: if they like the 

benefits they are getting 

from food stamps, they 

can keep them, although 

many welfare benefits 

are lost the minute 

someone finds work as 

opposed to UBI, which 

would be given to eve-

ryone; if they would 

prefer UBI, they can se-

lect it over their welfare 

benefits. The rest of this 

$1.6 trillion price tag 

would stem from a val-

ue-added tax at 10%, or 

about half the European 

level directed at technol-

ogy companies such as 

Amazon, a trillion dollar 

digital conglomerate 

which, from the view of 

some, has acted as a cat-

alyst for closing down 

shopping malls in favor 

of digital shopping in 

the United States. 

What is a value-

added tax? It is a flat tax 

that has been put in 

place in over 150 coun-

tries across the world 

that is placed on every 

step of a supply chain 

where the product pro-

gressively gains value. 

The idea of a VAT has 

been very controversial 

in the United States, 

with its opponents argu-

ing that it has negative 

effects on businesses 

and consumers, and its 

supporters arguing that 

it could generate reve-

nue to help balance a 

federal budget. The 

VAT that would be used 

in this model of UBI 

would not be included 

on necessities such as 

groceries, and would 

likely be less than the 

price rise that would oc-

cur due to the fact that 

innovative and more 

efficient ways of pro-

duction are occurring on 

a daily basis. And with 

nearly 80% of Ameri-

cans living paycheck to 

paycheck, the money 

would likely circulate 

back into the economy 

while generating money 

for businesses involved 

in groceries and cloth-

ing, since it would be 

spent on necessities 

(albeit opponents of UBI 

argue that there are 

some who would use it 

for illegal purposes and 

not on necessities). 

The impact of this on 

business entrepreneur-

ship could be very posi-

tive in the United States. 

Many people who want 

to start a business 

choose not to start one 

due to fear that if the 

start-up fails, with 20% 

of small businesses fail-

ing in their first year 

and 50% by their fifth 

year, then they will have 

ruined their economic 

future. As a result, they 

choose to keep jobs 

which they may not like, 

but are just enough to 

pay the bills. With UBI, 

which is just at the pov-

erty line for a single per-

son, business start-ups 

could potentially be en-

couraged, since individ-

uals making just enough 

to survive would know 

that they have some-

thing to fall back on in 

the worst-case scenario 

where the start-up fails. 

And at the same time, it 

could help entrepre-

neurs, as more money 

overall being placed in 

consumer pockets 

would mean that busi-

nesses would have more 

consumers which can 

afford their product that 

they can sell to. Com-

bined, the Roosevelt In-

stitute estimates that 

UBI will lead to a total 

job growth of approxi-

mately +4.6 million and 

stimulate economic 

growth of as much as 

12% yearly in a positive 

scenario. 

The productivity of 

businesses would also 

be impacted by UBI. 

With about 70% of US 

employees expressing 

unhappiness with their 

jobs, this would inhibit 

productivity since they 

simply do not like what 

they are doing, and as a 

result, may not put in 

the same level of effort 

into their work as they 

would in something 

they find meaningful. 

But if more individuals 

have the resources they 

need to look for a career 

in what they find pur-

poseful, it is more likely 

that they will have the 

intrinsic motivation to 

work hard in a job 

where they are passion-

ate and thus accelerate 

business growth by sub-

mitting quality work or 

discoveries to employers 

or the public. And as a 

result of quality of work 

from workers increas-

ing, businesses would 

benefit from the innova-

tions and profit it would 

ultimately generate. 

In the job market to-

day, there are about 130 

million workers in 

America. Of this, studies 

such as McKinsey have 

shown that as many as 

half of these could be 

automated in the near 

future of 10-20 years. 

This may seem unrealis-

tic given that from our 

own eyes, we may not 

see automation occur-

ring clearly, but it 

should be noted that this 

has already occurred 

among the four million 

manufacturing jobs in 

the Rust Belt, with AI 

technology being more 

efficient at performing 

repetitive manufactur-

ing tasks than humans 

in general. In the fore-

seeable future, a majori-

ty of trucker, retail, and 

fast-food jobs will fol-

low, which could result 

in a ripple effect where 

the trucker who has 

now been replaced by a 

self-driving car will no 

longer be staying at a 

motel, meaning the mo-

tel has lost its customer 

and may have to lay off 

some employees. And if 

more employees 

are now laid off, a varie-

ty of other industries 

will be affected greatly 

due to losing consum-

ers. So along with the 

direct impact of automa-

tion of the job market, a 

ripple effect would fol-

low suit in other indus-

tries, which could lead 

to economic recession. 

Opponents of UBI for 

this purpose argue that 

this is a natural part of 

the business cycle and 

an event of a similar 

magnitude has occurred 

before with the Industri-

al Revolution and there-

fore a laissez-faire ap-

proach should be taken 

to allow the economy to 

gradually re-balance it-

self, while supporters of 

UBI argue that this is the 

result of huge-scale man

-made technological in-

novation that cannot be 

compared to anything in 

the past and will not be 

a natural business oc-

currence and instead be 

impacted by technologi-

cal growth, since most 

recessions and even de-

pressions typically do 

not result in such a huge 

portion of the workforce 

being laid off. 

The idea of $1,000 

per month is that while 

it is enough to sustain 

someone without a job, 

it is certainly not 

enough to maintain a 

decent lifestyle. So the 

concept of this amount 

in the jobs market is to 

keep individuals search-

ing for jobs while giving 

them just enough to 

afford basic needs. 

However, opponents of 

this idea believe that 

many will simply take 

this lifestyle and live 

with it, while supporters 

of this idea believe that 

individuals will contin-

ue to be motivated to 

search for jobs but will 

be less stressed, since 

they will have fewer 

worries about affording 

basic needs when unem-

ployed. 

 

UBI from B5 B8 

 

The productivity of businesses would 

also be impacted by UBI. With about 

70% of US employees expressing 

unhappiness with their jobs, this would 

inhibit productivity since they simply 

do not like what they are doing, and as 

a result, may not put in the same level 

of effort into their work as they would 

in something they find meaningful.  



ENTERTAINMENT 
C1 

For the last few years, Spi-

der-Man has been an integral 

part of the Marvel Cinematic 

Universe. This was thanks to 

the collaboration between Sony 

and Marvel Studios, who were 

able to share the character (and 

the profits to his films). Now 

it's being reported that Spider-

Man will no longer be part of 

the MCU and that Sony will no 

longer co-produce Spider-Man 

films with Marvel Studios, due 

to an inability to renegotiate 

the terms of the deal to share 

the character. 

This news comes just one 

day after Spider-Man: Far From 

Home reportedly earned over a 

billion dollars at the global box 

office, making it Sony's highest

-grossing movie of all time. 

Clearly negotiations were un-

derway between Disney and 

Sony, and neither could agree 

on the terms of adjusting the 

overall deal. 

The collateral damage 

seems to be Spider-Man him-

self, which unsurprisingly is 

devastating news for Marvel 

fans, especially fans who have 

enjoyed the performance of 

Tom Holland. Holland has 

been playing Spider-Man since 

2016 when he made his swing-

ing debut in Captain America: 

Civil War. He has since ap-

peared in two solo films, Home-

coming and Far From Home, as 

well as Avengers: Infinity War 

and Endgame. Though he still 

has two Spider-Man movies on 

his Sony contract, the idea of 

him no longer being a part of 

the MCU has not sat well with 

many people. 

Fans still had hope that an 

agreement will be reached in 

hopes of finding out just how 

Peter Parker will get himself 

out of the sticky situation Mys-

terio put him in at the conclu-

sion of Far From Home. Sadly, 

however, Sony has announced 

the “door is closed” on the Spi-

der-Man deal, for now. 

“For the moment, the door 

is closed,” Vinciquerra said, 

who is the CEO of Sony Pic-

tures Entertainment. Vinciq-

uerra has admitted that it has 

been a couple of interesting 

weeks for Sony with all the 

backlash from their fans.  

“We had a great run with 

[Feige] on Spider-Man movies. 

We tried to see if there’s a way 

to work it out. ... The Marvel 

people are terrific people, we 

have great respect for them, 

but on the other hand, we have 

some pretty terrific people of 

our own. Kevin didn’t do all 

the work,” Vinciquerra said. 

For now, we Spidey fans 

are pretty upset but this isn’t 

the end for Tom Holland’s ca-

reer as he said Spider-Man's 

legacy "rests in Sony's hands." 

Sony has many movies 

planned with Holland, they 

will have crossovers on the big 

screen with Tom Hardy’s Ven-

om. 

For now, that is all we 

know until we get more infor-

mation on this situation, but 

from the looks of it, it looks like 

the future of Spider-Man truly 

does rest in the hands of Sony. 

Sony Says Spider-Man No Longer  

Swinging in Marvel’s MCU 
By Prabhnoor Singh 

Photo: theodysseyonline 



C2 

Post Malone has conquered 

every genre except for classical 

music — yet. He’s an artist 

feeding off bits and pieces from 

various styles and then spitting 

them back out as great songs. 

His second album Beerbongs & 

Bentleys featured a handful of 

great songs. Despite initially 

showing some promise, Posty 

clearly has chosen streaming 

ambitions over artistic quality. 

Announced last month with 

the release of his rock-leaning 

single “Circles,” the album fol-

lows his recent hits 

“Sunflower” featuring Swae 

Lee and “Goodbyes” featuring 

Young Thug, both of which 

have been mainstays on the 

Billboard Hot 100 this year. 

Following its appearance on 

the soundtrack for Marvel’s 

Spider-Man: Into the Spider-

Verse, “Sunflower” peaked at 

No. 1, spending a whopping 45 

weeks on the charts, while 

“Goodbyes” made it to No. 3, 

now with 8 weeks on the Bill-

board Hot 100. 

Following the announce-

ment of Hollywood’s Bleeding, 

the rapper, born Austin Post, 

also took to Instagram to reveal 

a list of collaborators featured 

on the record, which in addi-

tion to including expected ap-

pearances from Future, Travis 

Scott, Meek Mill, Halsey, SZA, 

DaBaby, and Lil Baby, also fea-

tures from Ozzy Osbourne. 

Hollywood’s Bleeding is 

Post’s third album under the 

namesake and first since the 

release of his 2018 album 

Beerbongs & Bentleys. That al-

bum included hit singles like 

“Rockstar,” “Psycho,” and 

“Better Now,” and was one of 

the best-selling albums of the 

year behind Taylor Swift’s Rep-

utation and Drake’s Scorpion. 

Most recently, Post released a 

video for his Hollywood’s Bleed-

ing single “Circles”, which 

finds him wandering a bloody 

battlefield dressed in a heavy 

suit of armor. 

In that sense, Post is a very 

modern star – he’s able to skill-

fully pick from different gen-

res. It’s led to questions of how 

much he means it, but Post 

Malone is the star the kids have 

called for, a musician made for 

the internet-age; a goofball cha-

meleon instinctively skilled at 

understanding the ways genres 

can merge together. These are 

albums made as playlists that 

skip seamlessly between styles. 

And never has this been truer 

than on Hollywood’s Bleeding. 

All in all, Post’s album is a 

great album that has a lot of 

variety and everyone should 

definitely listen to it, and most 

critics and fans have given it 

good ratings as expected. 

 

Review: Hollywood’s Bleeding  

By Prabhnoor Singh  



SCI-TECH D1 

During the first week of September, 

Hurricane Dorian swept through the Ba-

hamas and devastated the country. The 

Category 5 hurricane has so far left 45 

dead and 70,000 homeless, especially on 

the island of Grand Bahama. Many re-

porters that have visited the devastated 

island chain in the wake of the hurricane 

have remarked that the wreckage looks 

equivalent to that in a war zone. Property 

damage in the country is estimated to be 

at $7 billion, making it the most expen-

sive storm in the Bahamas’ history.  

Following Hurricane Dorian’s batter-

ing of the Bahamas, it moved toward the 

Outer Banks of North Carolina and made 

landfall in a weakened state. North Caro-

lina Governor Roy Cooper stated that 

there have been no injuries or deaths in 

his state as a result of the hurricane. Hur-

ricane Dorian subsequently diverted 

northeast, becoming a post-tropical storm 

on the morning of September 7th. The 

storm made landfall in Nova Scotia that 

night. 

The Trump Administration has indi-

cated a willingness to accept people flee-

ing from the ravaged Bahamas along the 

southeastern coast of Florida provided 

that they show up with the adequate doc-

umentation in order to vet them for 

threats to national security. This move 

came after lawmakers, including Flori-

da’s two Republican senators, urged the 

Trump Administration to suspend visa 

requirements on Bahamanian citizens so 

that they can reunite with family in the 

United States. 

 

Hurricane Dorian Sweeps Through The Bahamas 
By Dan Purizhansky 

Source: The Weather Channel 

Throughout the last 

month, news of a vape lung 

illness has been dominating 

headlines nationwide. Offi-

cials from the Center of Dis-

ease Control have reported 

at least 450 vape related ill-

ness cases in 33 states 

throughout the United States 

related to inhaling e-cigarette 

and marijuana vapor. Alt-

hough initial symptoms of 

the illness resemble pneumo-

nia, health officials believe 

the disease is caused by 

chemical irritation rather 

than infection.  

Symptoms reported by 

patients and hospitals in-

clude shortness of breath, 

intense coughing, chest pain, 

fatigue, nausea, vomiting, 

and abdominal pain. Symp-

toms may worsen over a pe-

riod of hours, days, or 

weeks, and 5 adult deaths 

have already been confirmed 

by the CDC in states such as 

California, Wisconsin, Ore-

gon, and Minnesota.  

One substance being in-

vestigated in relation to the 

illness was Vitamin E Ace-

tate, a skin oil product now 

being found in cartridges 

containing THC, the domi-

nant ingredient in marijuana. 

FDA commissioner Dr. Ned 

Sharpless advised consumers 

not to buy vape products 

from the streets and to stay 

away from THC cartridges, 

as most of the patients hospi-

talized reported using them 

prior to getting sick. 

The State of Michigan has 

passed legislation to ban fla-

vored e-cigarette flavors, and 

New York Governor Andrew 

Cuomo has announced his 

intention to introduce a simi-

lar bill in the state. As this 

story is still developing, CDC 

officials recommend vapers 

stay informed on this topic in 

the weeks to come. 

 

Mysterious Lung Illness Associated with Vaping 
By Dan Purizhansky 



SPORTS 
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The 100th season of the NFL 

has commenced, and that 

means the start of a new season 

for the Buffalo Bills. This sea-

son brings high expectations 

and optimism after a busy off-

season in both free agency and 

the draft.  

After a disappointing 2018 

year that saw the Bills finish 6-

10, general manager Brandon 

Beane made it a mission to fill 

all the deficiencies on the team. 

Offensively, this prompted the 

signings of Cole Beasley and 

John Brown to bolster the re-

ceiving corps. Along with these 

moves, Beane revamped the 

offensive line by signing veter-

ans Mitch Morse and Ty 

Nsekhe, as well as drafting Co-

dy Ford. The Bills’ offense fig-

ures to be much improved after 

these additions, but they can 

only go as far as Josh Allen will 

take them. A successfully-run 

offense rests on the shoulders 

of Josh Allen and how much of 

a jump he makes from Year 1 to 

Year 2. Allen had a rollercoast-

er rookie season, as he dis-

played his underrated running 

ability and cannon arm, as well 

as his accuracy issues and poor 

decision making. He is the cog 

for this offensive unit, and if he 

improves his decision making, 

this offense will surprise a lot 

of people. 

The defense is a much 

different story than the offense. 

While the offense has a new 

starter at almost every position, 

the defense returns all key 

players except Kyle Williams. 

In order to fill this gap left by 

the all-time Buffalo Bills great, 

the Bills drafted DT Ed Oliver 

out of Houston. Oliver is a te-

nacious defensive player that 

will slide right into Williams’ 

old spot and fit smoothly in the 

defense. This defense finished 

#2 in the league last year, so it 

is encouraging to see all the fa-

miliar faces come back, all a 

year more strong and mature. 

On the defensive line, Jerry 

Hughes, the aforementioned 

Oliver, Star Lotulelei, and Shaq 

Lawson are expected to pres-

sure every QB they go up 

against. Second-year phenom 

Tremaine Edmunds is back as 

the MLB of this defense and he 

has veteran Lorenzo Alexander 

Photo: James P. McCoy 

Bills Season 

Preview 
By Neel Cheruvu 

After winning the French Open in early 

June, tennis legend Rafael Nadal has cap-

tured another Grand Slam in 2019. His 

fourth US Open title and 19th overall, 

Nadal had an amaz- ing run on his way to 

capturing the trophy. He beat former US 

Open champion Mar- in Cilic, as well as top-

30 players in Diego Schwartzman and 

Matteo Berrettini. His toughest match, how-

ever, was certainly in the finals. After a long 

and grueling fight against Daniil 

Medvedev, Nadal outlasted him 7-5, 6-3, 

5-7, 4-6, 6-4.  

Medvedev posed the biggest obstacle on 

Nadal’s way to be- coming a champion. 

After losing the first 2 sets, Medvedev 

fought back and won the next two in dra-

matic fashion. This set up the ever-so-

important 5th set in 

the 2019 US Open. Af-

Rafael Nadal celebrating with the trophy after  
winning the 2019 US Open and his 19th Grand Slam overall. 

Nadal Wins 2019 US Open  
By Neel Cheruvu 

See BILLS on E2 

See NADAL on E2 
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ter climbing to an early 5-2 

lead, Nadal seemed primed 

to win the match.  

However, Medvedev 

battled back and had a break 

point that he couldn’t capi-

talize on at 4-5. Nadal would 

eventually win that game 

and, thus, the match. 

Nadal is now only one 

Grand Slam behind Roger 

Federer and has a chance to 

tie the record in the 2020 

Australian Open. Tying the 

record of 20 Grand Slams 

would be huge for Nadal, 

but he has already solidified 

himself as one of the greatest 

the sport of tennis has ever 

seen. 

to guide him along the way. Perhaps the 

strongest part of the defense are the defensive 

backs, as Jordan Poyer, Micah Hyde, Tre’Dav-

ious White, and Levi Wallace make up argua-

bly the best group of defensive backs in the en-

tire league. The defense is expected to be stout 

as usual and has far less question marks than 

the offense. 

The 2019-2020 Buffalo Bills season is upon 

us and I know all fans cannot wait to see what 

is to come. Playoffs are certainly achievable, 

but everyone on the team is going to have to 

contribute if they want to accomplish. Coach 

Sean McDermott is in his third season, and this 

is typically when coaches see their teams make 

the biggest jump. After qualifying for the 

playoffs and breaking the drought just a cou-

ple years back, Bills fans are excited to see 

what Josh Allen and this Bills team can do. 

There is certainly cause for excitement and op-

timism and we may see the team playing 

meaningful games into December and January. 

Let’s Go Buffalo! 
 

NADAL from E1 

BILLS from E1 
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