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Eighth Sunday After Pentecost
July 18, 2021
FIRST COMMUNION SUNDAY
We celebrate these youth in our Christ Lutheran family as they partake in the
sacrament of holy communion for the first time.
Alexander Suther
Madisyn Castaneda

9:30 a.m. Service
Sean Tenorio

Silas Tenorio

10:45 a.m. Service
Lauren Dunn
Tamsen Dunn

Luke Loyd

Welcome
We have all come to Christ Lutheran by different paths and from various walks of life,
yet we share a common view that there are no simple answers to all that life presents us.
Through worship, prayer, study and fellowship, we seek answers to our questions, a
deepening of our faith and comfort from each other. Through our Savior’s example, we
love one another and those around us … and we dedicate our individual and collective
resources toward ways in which this love can be realized within our families, church,
community and the world around us. All are welcome here at Christ Lutheran Church.
We would like to get to know you … and we invite you to experience God's grace with
us. Worship with us, participate in our educational, fellowship and service
opportunities. If you have children, we hope you will bring them into this community of
faith. Please consider becoming a member of Christ Lutheran of Alamo Heights.
Restrooms are in the Narthex and in the Education Building.
Audio Receivers for the hearing impaired are available from the ushers.
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GATHERING
PRELUDE

Prelude on “Olivet” - Hughes

WELCOME
CALL TO WORSHIP (10:45 a.m.)

Shout to the Lord - Mark Hayes
Sung by Greg Murphy

The congregation is invited to stand as able.
GATHERING HYMN

We Come to the Hungry Feast

ELW #479

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. O God, powerful and compassionate, you shepherd your people, faithfully
feeding and protecting us. Heal each of us, and make us a whole people, that we may
embody the justice and peace of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
The congregation may be seated.

WORD

READING: Ephesians 2:11-22
The author of this letter reminds his audience that originally they were not part of God’s chosen people.
Through Jesus’ death, however, they are included in God’s household of faith, whose cornerstone is Jesus
Christ.
Remember that at one time you Gentiles by birth, called “the uncircumcision” by those
who are called “the circumcision”—a physical circumcision made in the flesh by human
hands—12remember that you were at that time without Christ, being aliens from the
commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and
without God in the world. 13But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have
been brought near by the blood of Christ. 14For he is our peace; in his flesh he has made
both groups into one and has broken down the dividing wall, that is, the hostility
between us. 15He has abolished the law with its commandments and ordinances, that he
might create in himself one new humanity in place of the two, thus making peace, 16and
might reconcile both groups to God in one body through the cross, thus putting to
death that hostility through it. 17So he came and proclaimed peace to you who were far
off and peace to those who were near; 18for through him both of us have access in one
Spirit to the Father. 19So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens
with the saints and also members of the household of God, 20built upon the foundation
of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone. 21In him the
whole structure is joined together and grows into a holy temple in the Lord; 22in whom
you also are built together spiritually into a dwelling place for God.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
The congregation is invited to stand as able.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

The holy gospel according to Mark, the sixth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
GOSPEL: Mark 6:30-34, 53-56
When Jesus sends his disciples out to teach and heal, they minister among large numbers of people. Their
work is motivated by Christ’s desire to be among those in need.

The apostles gathered around Jesus, and told him all that they had done and taught. 31He
said to them, “Come away to a deserted place all by yourselves and rest a while.” For
many were coming and going, and they had no leisure even to eat. 32And they went away
in the boat to a deserted place by themselves. 33Now many saw them going and
recognized them, and they hurried there on foot from all the towns and arrived ahead of
them. 34As he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had compassion for them,
because they were like sheep without a shepherd; and he began to teach them many
things. 53When they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret and moored the
boat. 54When they got out of the boat, people at once recognized him, 55and rushed
about that whole region and began to bring the sick on mats to wherever they heard he
was. 56And wherever he went, into villages or cities or farms, they laid the sick in the
marketplaces, and begged him that they might touch even the fringe of his cloak; and all
who touched it were healed.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
The congregation may be seated.

SERMON

Pastor Leslie Price

The congregation is invited to stand as able.
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HYMN OF THE DAY

My Faith Looks Up to Thee

ELW #759

The congregation is invited to kneel as able.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
We pray for those in need, within our own community and throughout the world. We give thanks to
God for the many blessings bestowed upon us. Our petitions end with "Receive our prayer, O God.” and
the congregation responds: "Your mercy is great."
The congregation may be seated.
OFFERING (9:30 a.m.)

MEAL

Shout to the Lord - Mark Hayes
Sung by Greg Murphy

Christ Lutheran designates 20% of your Sunday offerings to our benevolence partners who make a direct
impact on the lives of people in our world who need it most. See the last page for more information on
giving virtually from your phone or go to clcah.org and scroll to the offering button. There is also an
offering box in the Narthex to the Sanctuary for those who worship in person to safely give.
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OFFERTORY

As the Grains of Wheat

The congregation is invited to stand as able.

OFFERTORY PRAYER
Let us pray together. God of steadfast love, because you have compassion on us,
you do not hold anything back, but fill us with your good gifts. May we share
from our abundance, as well as from our need, so our offerings might be an
enduring witness to your hope, your peace, and your healing for all. Amen.
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LITURGY FOR FIRST COMMUNION
We ask the First Communicants, along with their parents and sponsors, to come forward to the
communion rail at this time.
Dear friends in Christ, First Communion marks an important passage in a child’s life of
faith. Christ’s strength and forgiveness are made ours through the promise in God’s
Word and Holy Baptism, and in the gift of bread and wine at the altar God offers us the
real presence of Christ in the body and blood he offered up for us on the cross. Today
our community of faith rejoices with these children who join us in sharing the meal of
Holy Communion.

The First Communicants are asked to kneel and take a moment to prepare their hearts as they make
this step in their life of faith.
Children of God, you have learned about the Sacrament of Holy Communion and the
meaning of this meal of grace. You have learned how the words “given for you” and
“shed for you for the forgiveness of sin,” along with the eating of the bread and wine,
give each of us the very thing which they say, forgiveness of sin, life and salvation. A
free gift of grace given for each of us.
Youth: We believe this gift is for us. Thanks be to God.
You have learned that in the bread and wine we confess the real presence of Christ so
that when we come to the table we can trust that in this place Christ is truly present with
us.
Youth: We believe Christ is here with us. Thanks be to God.
You have learned that this meal is also about what the name describes—communion. It
is a place to gather in communion with God and in communion with the whole people
of God; a place to remember that just as we receive this forgiveness so do our brothers
and sisters. This meal reminds us of our interconnectedness and our calling to serve one
another.
Youth: We believe this gift is for all people. Thanks be to God.
Parents and youth, do you promise to come often to receive this meal of grace, making
it a regular part of your family’s life? Will you examine your hearts, keep your
conscience clear and share with one another the grace that you experience in this meal?
Parents and youth: We will, with the help of God.
Children and families are invited to stand and face the congregation.
Let us welcome these brothers and sisters in Christ to Holy Communion.
We welcome you to the Lord’s table. We thank God for you. Together we will
explore the mystery and wonder of Holy Communion and accept Christ’s gifts of
grace and salvation that come to us through this holy sacrament.
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BLESSING OF FIRST COMMUNICANTS
Parents and sponsors place their hands on their child in blessing.
Together we bless these young people:
Gracious God, bless these young people who join today in sharing the meal of
holy communion. Stir up your Holy Spirit in them that they feel the power of
forgiveness and the promise of eternal life that you give through the bread and
the wine we eat. Help them to see this sacrament as your visible word, spoken
and given for them. Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
The congregation may be seated.
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LAMB OF GOD

DISTRIBUTION
Two thousand years ago Jesus ate with sinners and those whom others scorned. He still does. None of us
is worthy, except by God’s grace. No matter what you have done or what your present condition, Christ
our Lord invites to his table all who love him, who earnestly repent of their sin, and who seek to live in
peace with one another. Communion is served in individual communion packets, and all will stay in
their seats as we commune together.
COMMUNION MUSIC (9:30 a.m.)

One Bread, One Body - arr. Mark Hayes
Sung by Greg Murphy

The congregation is invited to stand as able.
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
Now may the body and blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ,
strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen.
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray together. Loving God, as we gather around this table, we would come,
not as strangers but those who are called into your family of steadfast love and
10

faithfulness. You pour your spirit of strength upon the bread which is broken for
us, giving us hope for a new tomorrow. You pour your spirit of grace into the cup
which is passed to us, so we might know your healing. As we are blessed with
these gifts, may we go forth to share them in your name. Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen.
SENDING HYMN

Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise

ELW #834

DISMISSAL
Go in peace! Serve the Lord!
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

Sortie - Blake
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WORSHIP LEADERS
Preaching Minister
Presiding Ministers
Graphics

9:30 & 10:45 a.m.
Pastor Leslie Price
Pastor Howard Stendahl
Sarah Loyd

CONGREGATION COUNCIL
President
Lori Harris
Vice President
Michael Fischer
Treasurer
Adam Braaten
Secretary
Heather Rosenquist

At-Large Member
At-Large Member
At-Large Member

STAFF
Senior Pastor
Pastor
Director of Faith Formation
Director for Day School Ministry
Accountant & Office Manager
Office Administrator & AV Tech
Director of Music Ministry
Organist
Youth Choir Director
Youth Choir Accompanist
Asst. to Dir. of Faith Frmn. & Church Keeper
Custodian

Bryan Woods
Rhonda Barsalou
David Hough

Rev. Leslie Price
Rev. Howard Stendahl
Carrie Jowers
Dana Ferraro
Becky Richard
Jesus Garcia
Dr. Daniel Long
Jeff Hammack
Mary Villarreal
Sharon Wiedemann
Brandon Albrecht
Sam Tenorio

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS
Carolyn Dufelmeier, Patti Lynch, Elward Reiss, Pam Sheffield, Laurie Stiteler, Bobby
Stobb, Frank Pennington
WELCOME TEAM
Carolyn Dufelmeier, Chris Fidao, Lori Harris, Bob & Mary Lynn Logan, Bob & Karen
Corder, Natalie Morgan – Chair, Mary Overstreet, Edna Robbins, Ida Marie Schultz
Special thanks to Mary Overstreet for creating such magnificent banners and also to John
Malitz’s crew for hanging them.
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READ THROUGH THE BIBLE IN A YEAR GROUP
Tuesday, July 20, 7:00 p.m. on Zoom (Every Other Tuesday)
This group regularly meets every other Tuesday evening at 7:00 p.m. The class is led by Pastor
H. Anyone can join, even if you haven't read along with us yet or may be behind. Join in for
good conversation and company. https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85336915528 or 346-248-7799.

FAITH & FELLOWSHIP NIGHT

Next Gathering Monday, July 26, at 6:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall
This summer, Pastor Leslie and Carrie Jowers, our Director of Faith Formation, will host a series
of faith and fellowship events for all ages to help us reconnect to God, our faith, and our
friends!
July 26 (Mon) - at Church, bring a food item to share & any adult beverages for yourself. Pizza
is provided! We will have a brief worship service, fill backpacks with school supplies for CAM &
enjoy fellowship together.
August 13 (Fri) - Church - Food, music & more. Come relax on a fine summer evening together!

FAITH UNIVERSITY: I HAVE A DREAM
Thursdays at noon, via Zoom (Through August 5)
We will explore selected writings and speeches of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.,
assembled in an anthology of his work entitled I Have a Dream, edited by James M. Washington
and published by HarperCollins. We have provided a link for the purchase of this book (below)
and welcome all interested persons, whether members of Christ Lutheran Church or not, to join
us in this study. Conveniently divided into four sections to be read over 4 weeks, this volume
presents several of Dr. King's essential works in chronological order, giving insight into the
growth of this Baptist minister's spiritual leadership in our nation from the mid 1950s until his
assassination in 1968. Zoom invitations will be available in our weekly worship bulletins those with questions may contact Pastor H or the church office.
To purchase the book: https://www.amzn.com/0062505521
Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89185366055
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ADULT EDUCATION SERIES: DISABILITY AND FAITH
Mondays at 7:00 p.m. through August 9, via Zoom with Deacon Intern, Harley
Interested in discussing topics of disability? Alternatively, do you wish to be informed of what
it means to be welcoming and supportive of people with disabilities both within our church
and in our daily lives? Or are you simply interested in learning more about different types of
disabilities and the history of them? If any of these questions apply to you or you are just
looking for something to do on a Monday night, please join us in a seven-week exploration of
disability and faith. This adult education series will cover a variety of different disabilities with
conversations of what it means to support and worship alongside those who are disabled.
Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87674871917

OUR QUILTERS NEED HELP
Christ Lutheran has a small but very dedicated group who meet every Tuesday beginning at
9:00 a.m. in the Primrose House. There they cut, sew, and tie quilts to be sent to all corners of
the world through Lutheran World Relief. They also quilt handmade quilts for people’s
personal use or to be auctioned off to church members. This group is in need of more working
hands to help them meet their goals of making quilts for others. There are also opportunities
for people to cut squares at home or sew quilt tops together. If you are interested, please
either just show up on a Tuesday morning, contact Lucy Mathesen, or call the office at 210-822
-3394
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WE ARE A COMMUNITY OF FAITH THAT WELCOMES
All are welcome at Christ Lutheran Church. We emphasize grace, forgiveness, and the reality that
God is love. The teachings and example of Jesus call us to love one another and to be an inclusive
and affirming community for people of every culture, race, sexual orientation, gender identity, age,
relationship status, family makeup, and spiritual background. No matter what challenges you’re
facing – physical, mental, spiritual, economic, emotional, moral, or otherwise – we invite you to
experience God’s grace with us. There is a place for you here.

THE VIRTUAL CLC ESSENTIALS
Please tune in each Sunday through our website at clcah.org to join in virtual worship starting at
9:30 a.m. The Sunday podcast includes enhanced audio of the sermon. Subscribe to the podcast on
any platform, or any of our social media by searching Christ Lutheran Church Of Alamo Heights to
stay connected no matter where you are.

If you’d like to make a donation. online giving is easy! You can use your phone to scan this QR code
to go to our donation page or go to https://clcah.org/contact-us/give-online/

Parts of the text, and also hymn music in this bulletin are from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights
reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS003667.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.
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