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PRELUDE                            Hymn to Joy - Callahan 
 

WELCOME         
 

CALL TO WORSHIP (10:45 a.m.)                Inscription of Hope - Z Randall Stroope 
(See page 15 for more information.)              Small Choir 
 

The congregation is invited to stand as able. 
 

LITANY 
We worship in the name of the risen Lord.  
Christ is risen! Alleluia!  
We worship as sisters and brothers of the resurrected one.  
Christ is risen! Alleluia!  
We worship to grow in our faith and our witness to God. 
Christ is risen! Alleluia!  
We worship to proclaim the good news of Easter!  
Christ is risen! Alleluia! 

 

GATHERING HYMN             We Know That Christ Is Raised                           ELW #449 

GATHERING 
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. God of songs and marvels, old and new, your powerful love for this world 
continues to astound us. In these last days of Easter, we gather to recall the love that 
brought Jesus into this world and into our lives: as savior, friend and brother. We thank 
you for welcoming us into your household and for trusting us with your marvelous work 
to draw all people into the spacious home of your love. Amen. 

 

The congregation may be seated. 

FIRST READING: Acts 10:44-48 
While Peter shares the good news of Jesus with a Gentile soldier and his family, the Holy Spirit comes 
upon them. Recognizing that the Spirit works inclusively in the lives of both Jews and Gentiles, Peter 
commands that these Gentiles also be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. 
 

While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. 45The 
circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy 
Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles, 46for they heard them speaking in 
tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said, 47“Can anyone withhold the water for 
baptizing these people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48So he 
ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay 
for several days. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
SECOND READING: 1 John 5:1-6 

God’s children believe that Jesus is the Messiah and love God by keeping God’s commandments. Thus 
the world is conquered not through military might but through love and faith. 
 

Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of  God, and everyone who 
loves the parent loves the child. 2By this we know that we love the children of  God, 
when we love God and obey his commandments. 3For the love of  God is this, that we 
obey his commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome, 4for whatever is 
born of  God conquers the world. And this is the victory that conquers the world, our 
faith. 5Who is it that conquers the world but the one who believes that Jesus is the Son 

WORD 
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of  God? 6This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water 
only but with the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the 
Spirit is the truth. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
The congregation is invited to stand as able. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

The holy gospel according to John, the fifteenth chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord.  

 
GOSPEL: John 15:9-17 

On the night of  his arrest, Jesus delivers a final testimony to his disciples to help them in the days ahead. 
Here, he repeats the most important of all his commands, that they love one another. 
 
Jesus said: “As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. 10If  you 
keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s 
commandments and abide in his love. 11I have said these things to you so that my joy 
may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. 12This is my commandment, that you 
love one another as I have loved you. 13No one has greater love than this, to lay down 
one’s life for one’s friends. 14You are my friends if  you do what I command you. 15I do 
not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the master is 
doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to you everything that I 
have heard from my Father. 16You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed 
you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you 
ask him in my name. 17I am giving you these commands so that you may love one 
another.” 
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The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

The congregation may be seated. 
 

SERMON                                                                                      Pastor Howard Stendahl 
 

The congregation is invited to stand as able. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY                   Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love                   ELW #708 
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The congregation is invited to kneel as able. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
We pray for those in need, within our own community and throughout the world.  We give thanks to 
God for the many blessings bestowed upon us. Our petitions end with "Receive our prayer, O God” and 
the congregation responds: "Your mercy is great." 
 

The congregation may be seated. 

 OFFERING (9:30 a.m.)        Inscription of Hope - Z Randall Stroope  
(See page 15 for more information.)     Small Choir 

 

Christ Lutheran designates 20% of your Sunday offerings to our benevolence partners who make a direct 
impact on the lives of people in our world who need it most. See the last page for more information on 
giving virtually from your phone or go to clcah.org and scroll to the offering button. There is also an 
offering box in the Narthex to the Sanctuary for those who worship in person to safely give. 

 

OFFERTORY                          As the Grains of Wheat                         

MEAL 

 

clcah.org
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The congregation is invited to stand as able. 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 

Let us pray together. Holy God,  you have taught us to abide in your generous 
love, for it completes our lives and gives us joy; you ask us to love others as you 
have loved us, for it brings your creation to fruition. Pour your Spirit upon these 
gifts. Send them into the world as a sign of your joyous work of love. Amen.   

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy . . . 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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We remember you, Lord Jesus, as we stand in sacred community around this table with 
all your saints. We are overwhelmed by your goodness and your grace. Pour out your 
spirit upon us that we might be renewed by these gifts of forgiveness and love offered 
for all people, throughout all time. Amen.  

 
LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The congregation may be seated. 
 
LAMB OF GOD 
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DISTRIBUTION    
Two thousand years ago Jesus ate with sinners and those whom others scorned. He still does. None of us 
is worthy, except by God’s grace. No matter what you have done or what your present condition, Christ 
our Lord invites to his table all who love him, who earnestly repent of their sin, and who seek to live in 
peace with one another. Communion is served in individual communion packets, and all will stay in 
their seats as we commune together.            

 
COMMUNION MUSIC (9:30 a.m.)              Wondrous Love - Wes Cameron 
                       Small Choir 
The congregation is invited to stand as able. 
 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
Now may the body and blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen. 

 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Let us pray together. Holy God, you have remained faithful in your steadfast love 
offered to all people. In this meal, we are healed by your grace and called again to 
be your beloved children and witnesses. Strengthen us in this time of worship 
that we might share the good news with all whom we meet, that you are love and 
in you there is no fear. Amen. 

BLESSING  
Go now with the love of God, the grace of Jesus Christ, and the fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit.  
Christ is risen! Alleluia!  
Go to share your faith and your lives.  
Christ is risen! Alleluia!  
Go to proclaim the good news of Easter.  
Christ is risen! Alleluia! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SENDING 



 11 

 

SENDING HYMN                    Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee                     ELW #836 

 
DISMISSAL         

Go in peace! Share the Good News! Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 

POSTLUDE                       March Pontificale - Lemmens 
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WORSHIP ASSISTANTS                   9:30 & 10:45 a.m.  
Preaching Minister    Pastor Howard Stendahl 
Presiding Minister               Pastor Leslie Price 
Graphics     Sarah Loyd 

 
CONGREGATION COUNCIL 

President        Lori Harris             At-Large Member Bryan Woods  
Vice President      Michael Fischer               At-Large Member Chris Fidao 
Treasurer        Adam Braaten          At-Large Member David Hough 
Secretary        Heather Rosenquist 
  

 STAFF 
Senior Pastor     Rev. Leslie Price 
Pastor     Rev. Howard Stendahl 
Director of Faith Formation   Carrie Jowers 
Director for Day School Ministry  Dana Ferraro  
Accountant & Office Manager   Becky Richard 
Office Administrator & AV Tech  Jesus Garcia  
Director of Music Ministry   Dr. Daniel Long 
Organist      Jeff Hammack 
Youth Choir Director    Mary Villarreal 
Youth Choir Accompanist   Sharon Wiedemann 
Asst. to Dir. of Faith Frmn. & Church Keeper Brandon Albrecht 
Custodian     Sam Tenorio 
   

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS  
Carolyn Dufelmeier, Lisa Diana, Patti Lynch, Allyson Pryor, Elward Reiss, Pam 
Sheffield, Laurie Stiteler, Bobby Stobb, Frank Pennington 

  
WELCOME TEAM 

Alice Anderson, Carolyn Dufelmeier, Chris Fidao, Lori Harris, Bob & Mary Lynn 
Logan, Bob & Karen Corder, Natalie Morgan – Chair, Mary Overstreet, Edna Robbins, 
Ida Marie Schultz 
 

Special thanks to Mary Overstreet for creating such magnificent banners and also to John 
Malitz’s crew for hanging them. We will be leaving them up until we return, so we will be 

joyously welcomed by them. 
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Sunday School for Preschool & Elementary will be in Fellowship Hall from 9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. (masks 

are required).  Parents can gather in the Moench Garden for Fellowship during the Sunday School 

time. Chairs will be provided for you to use.   

SUNDAY SCHOOL PRESCHOOL THROUGH 5TH GRADE 
Every Sunday, 9:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall 

Mr. Hall and Mr. Jowers will be back to teaching in-person Confirmation Class.  Please bring your binders 

and Bibles to class. Meeting place will be in the Children’s Chapel (masks are required).  

SUNDAY SCHOOL (MIDDLE SCHOOL) 
Every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. in the Children’s Chapel 

 

This group regularly meets every other Tuesday evening at 7:00 p.m. The class is led by Pastor H. Anyone 

can join even if you haven't read along with us yet or may be behind. Join in for good conversation and 

company. https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85336915528 or 346-248-7799. 

READ THROUGH THE BIBLE IN A YEAR GROUP 
Tuesday, May 11, 7:00 p.m. on Zoom (Every Other Tuesday) 

 

Confirmands and their families are invited to attend a special worship service on Sunday, May 16th at 

12:00 p.m. in the church sanctuary. This service will be in-person for confirmands and their families only 

(due to COVID protocols). Members & friends are invited to watch via livestream.  A link will be sent 

closer to the date. Congrats to these special young members as they confirm their faith: Claire Boynton, 

Victoria Dunn, Caroline Hebert, Mara Mellen, and Isabella Suther! 

SPECIAL SERVICE FOR CONFIRMATION SUNDAY 
Sunday, May 16, 12:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary and via Livestream 

Join us for a delicious snack in honor of the moms we love! There will be tacos and refreshment available 

for everyone in Courtyard. Thank you to all the mothers in our lives! 

TACOS WITH MOM 
Today, May 9, 9:30 a.m.—10:15 a.m. in Courtyard 

We will gather together, via ZOOM, for conversation around "The Black Church," a recent PBS television 

series which explores the importance of African American religion within our national narrative. You can 

find access to the series here: https://www.pbs.org/show/black-church/   

Zoom Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86074518138 

FAITH UNIVERSITY: THE BLACK CHURCH | PBS T.V. SERIES 
Thursday, May 20, noon, via Zoom 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85336915528
https://www.pbs.org/show/black-church/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86074518138
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Annual Meeting & Nominations 
 

Our annual congregational meeting will be held Sunday, June 27, following the 10:45 a.m. worship service. In 

that meeting, we will hear reports on our ministries, elect Congregation Council members, and adopt the 

budget for next year. All members are encouraged to participate and to lend your voice and vote. 
 

Our Nominating Committee consists of two members of the Congregation Council plus three members of the 

congregation. The Congregation Council approved Mary Rowe (chair), Adam Mayes, Sharon Wiedemann, and 

Council members, Adam Braaten and Lori Harris, to serve on the Nominating Committee along with Pastor 

Leslie to seek candidates to fill the positions up for election and re-election to the Congregation Council. The 

Nominating Committee seeks suggestions of candidates from any member of our church. The Congregation 

Council positions up for re-election are: Secretary, Heather Rosenquist and At-Large Member #3, David Hough. 

Heather and David are both willing to stand for re-election. Open positions include At-Large Member #2. 

Suggestions for all Congregation Council positions, including the ones up for re-election, must be submitted in 

writing to the church office by May 27, and include the signature of the potential nominee, position they are 

being suggested for, and information on his or her history and experience serving at Christ Lutheran.  

 

Stewardship 2021 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Each year our Congregation Council charts a course for the coming year based on our inputs to the annual 

stewardship campaign. Our annual meeting will be held June 27, and it is during that meeting that the Council 

will present the budget and its ability to support our planned ministries.  We all have a role to play in 

determining the depth of our ministries and how much our benevolence partners will receive.  The picture 

above is the offering box which has replaced the passing of the plate in our post COVID worship.  But what 

does this box mean to us?  

• Opportunity? To advance CLC ministries and outreach. 

• Challenge? To carve out giving from our family budget as the “first fruits” for God’s work. 

• Hope? For continued financial stability for CLC and the opportunity to grow. 

Stewardship Sunday will be June 6. Be on the lookout for your Stewardship materials in the mail with more 

details.  If you have questions or comments on Stewardship, please reach out to Joe Diana at jnldiana@att.net 

or 210-607-9839  
 

mailto:jnldiana@att.net


 15 

 

Text from the choral piece “Inscription of Hope”  
 

The holocaust is a stunning reminder of the tragic results of prejudice and hate towards other people. But it is 

also a reminder that hope held firm will eventually reign victorious over the greatest of odds. The following 

words were inscribed on the walls of a cellar in Cologne, Germany, where Jews were hiding from the Nazis 

during World War II. Hope was all they had to hold on to; hope was their only bridge to a brighter tomorrow. 
 

I believe in the sun even when it is not shining; 

I believe in love even when feeling it not; 

I believe in God even when he is silent.  
 

— An inscription on the wall of a cellar in Cologne, Germany. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Due to the decreasing numbers of COVID cases in San Antonio and increasing numbers of vaccinations, the 

Christ Lutheran Congregation Council voted to return to indoor, in-person worship beginning next Sunday, 

April 11. The following guidelines and protocols will be put into place in order to gather again as safely as 

possible:  

•  CDC guidelines and instructions for gatherings will be followed.  

• Face masks will be required for all attendees ages 5 and up; children under 5 are certainly welcome to 

wear masks too if they and their parents desire.   

• Six-foot distancing will be maintained; pew cushions have been marked and pews roped off to give 

appropriate spacing guidelines.  

 X does NOT mark the spot. We ask that attendees avoid sitting on any taped Xs and instead sit 

in the unmarked areas of the pews.  

 Every other pew will be roped off and unavailable for seating. Please respect the pew ropes and 

do not move them.   

• We will have some sung hymns and liturgy. We ask that attendees sing very softly or hum along rather 

than singing boldly or loudly.   

• Communion will continue to be offered via individual packets at your seats.   

• Outdoor spaces should be utilized for any pre- or post-worship conversations, but please remember to 

continue being respectful of one another and mindful of distancing.   

 Indoor areas for gathering for fellowship purposes remain closed.  
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WE ARE A COMMUNITY OF FAITH THAT WELCOMES 
All are welcome at Christ Lutheran Church. We emphasize grace, forgiveness, and the reality that God is love. 

The teachings and example of Jesus call us to love one another and to be an inclusive and affirming community 

for people of every culture, race, sexual orientation, gender identity, age, relationship status, family makeup, and 

spiritual background. No matter what challenges you’re facing – physical, mental, spiritual, economic, emotional, 

moral, or otherwise – we invite you to experience God’s grace with us. There is a place for you here. 
 

THE VIRTUAL CLC ESSENTIALS 
The Sunday podcast now includes enhanced audio of the full worship service, including the music. Click on the 

podcast button below to take a listen! If you have your phone then you can subscribe to the podcast and it will 

be sent to your phone on Sundays when it is posted. 
 

Please tune in each Sunday through our website at clcah.org to join in worship starting at 9:30 a.m. to see the 

livestream of the Sunday service. You can also click the button below to our YouTube channel to see past 

worship services as they are archived. 
 

We can still share in each others company and grow in faith even while social distancing. Carrie Jowers, our 

Director of Faith formation, is sending out content weekly via email for families with children and youth. Contact 

her at carrie.jowers@gmail.com to be added to the “Families of Faith” list. 
 

Online giving is easy! Now that you have downloaded the bulletin on your phone or computer, simply click the 

link below and it will take you to the giving page to make your offering when you are ready. You can also use 

your phone to scan this QR code and it can take you to our donation page at https://clcah.org/contact-us/give-

online/ 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Parts of the text, and also hymn music in this bulletin are from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights 

reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS003667. 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ 

in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. 

Click Here 

OFFERING 

Click Here 

PODCAST 
Click Here 

YOUTUBE 

https://clcah.org/
mailto:carrie.jowers@gmail.com?subject=Families%20of%20Faith
https://clcah.org/contact-us/give-online/
https://clcah.org/contact-us/give-online/
https://clcah.org/contact-us/give-online/
https://clcah.org/contact-us/give-online/
https://anchor.fm/christ-lutheran-church
https://anchor.fm/christ-lutheran-church
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC6CUe21wQ65rwhfeF9AtaMA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC6CUe21wQ65rwhfeF9AtaMA

