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Fifth Sunday of Easter
May 2, 2021

GATHERING
PRELUDE

Psalm 19 - Marcello

WELCOME
CALL TO WORSHIP (10:45 a.m.)

Steal Away - arr. Brian Tate
Small Choir

The congregation is invited to stand as able.
LITANY
We worship in the name of the risen Lord.
Christ is risen! Alleluia!
We worship as sisters and brothers of the resurrected one.
Christ is risen! Alleluia!
We worship to grow in our faith and our witness to God.
Christ is risen! Alleluia!
We worship to proclaim the good news of Easter!
Christ is risen! Alleluia!
GATHERING HYMN
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Now We Join in Celebration

ELW #462

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. Vine Grower, teach us to love one another with the passion which comes
from your overflowing heart, so those around us will recognize us as sisters and
brothers, bound together by your love not divided by our fears, for this we pray in the
name of the True Vine, Jesus the Christ. Amen.
The congregation may be seated.

WORD
FIRST READING: 1 John 4:7-21
We love God and others because God first loved us. We cannot say we love God, whom we have not seen,
while hating fellow Christians, whom we regularly see. Love toward God is to be matched by love toward
others because the essence of God is love.

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born
of God and knows God. 8Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is
love. 9God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the
world so that we might live through him. 10In this is love, not that we loved God but that
he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11Beloved, since
God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. 12No one has ever seen God;
if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us. 13By this we know
that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. 14And we have
seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. 15God
abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. 16So
we have known and believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and those who
abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. 17Love has been perfected among
us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment, because as he is, so are we
in this world. 18There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do
with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. 19We love
because he first loved us. 20Those who say, “I love God,” and hate their brothers or
sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen,
cannot love God whom they have not seen. 21The commandment we have from him is
this: those who love God must love their brothers and sisters also.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE (10:45 a.m.)

Director of Faith Formation, Carrie Jowers

The congregation is invited to stand as able.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

The holy gospel according to John, the fifteenth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
GOSPEL: John 15:1-8
On the night of his arrest, Jesus taught his disciples about the relationship they would have with him.
Those who abide in his word and love bear fruit, for apart from him, they can do nothing.
Jesus said: “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 2He removes every
branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear
more fruit. 3You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to
you. 4Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it
abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. 5I am the vine, you are the
branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me
you can do nothing. 6Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and
withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7If you abide in
me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for
you. 8My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

The congregation may be seated.
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SERMON

Pastor Leslie Price

The congregation is invited to stand as able.
HYMN OF THE DAY

O Blessed Spring

ELW #447
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The congregation is invited to kneel as able.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
We pray for those in need, within our own community and throughout the world. We give thanks to
God for the many blessings bestowed upon us. Our petitions end with "Hear us, O God,” and the
congregation responds: "Your mercy is great."
The congregation may be seated.

MEAL
OFFERING (9:30 a.m.)

Steal Away - arr. Bryan Tate
Small Choir
Christ Lutheran designates 20% of your Sunday offerings to our benevolence partners who make a direct
impact on the lives of people in our world who need it most. See the last page for more information on
giving virtually from your phone or go to clcah.org and scroll to the offering button. There is also an
offering box in the Narthex to the Sanctuary for those who worship in person to safely give.

OFFERTORY
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As the Grains of Wheat

The congregation is invited to stand as able.
OFFERTORY PRAYER
Let us pray together. Holy one, from you comes every gift we need, every blessing
we have. May we not hoard them for ourselves, but offer them back to you, that
the poor might be fed, the lonely befriended, and the despairing be filled with
hope. This we pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
The congregation may be seated.
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LAMB OF GOD

DISTRIBUTION
Two thousand years ago Jesus ate with sinners and those whom others scorned. He still does. None of us
is worthy, except by God’s grace. No matter what you have done or what your present condition, Christ
our Lord invites to his table all who love him, who earnestly repent of their sin, and who seek to live in
peace with one another. Communion is served in individual communion packets, and all will stay in
their seats as we commune together.
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COMMUNION MUSIC (9:30 a.m.)

Wondrous Love - Wes Cameron
Small Choir

The congregation is invited to stand as able.
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
Now may the body and blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ,
strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen.
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray together. Living God, your love abides in us through the grace we
receive at this table. The broken bread and shared cup remind us that we are
intertwined with you and with one another. Through the gift of this meal,
transform our hearts that we might be rooted in the vine of your justice and
hope. Amen.

SENDING
BLESSING
Go now with the love of God, the grace of Jesus Christ, and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit.
Christ is risen! Alleluia!
Go to share your faith and your lives.
Christ is risen! Alleluia!
Go to proclaim the good news of Easter.
Christ is risen! Alleluia!
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SENDING HYMN

Christ Is Risen! Shout Hosana!

DISMISSAL
Go in peace! Share the Good News! Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
POSTLUDE
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Trumpet Tune - Blake

ELW #383

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
Preaching Minister
Presiding Minister
Graphics

9:30 & 10:45 a.m.
Pastor Leslie Price
Pastor Howard Stendahl
Sarah Loyd

CONGREGATION COUNCIL
President
Lori Harris
Vice President
Michael Fischer
Treasurer
Adam Braaten
Secretary
Heather Rosenquist

At-Large Member
At-Large Member
At-Large Member

STAFF
Senior Pastor
Pastor
Director of Faith Formation
Director for Day School Ministry
Accountant & Office Manager
Office Administrator & AV Tech
Director of Music Ministry
Organist
Youth Choir Director
Youth Choir Accompanist
Asst. to Dir. of Faith Frmn. & Church Keeper
Custodian

Bryan Woods
Chris Fidao
David Hough

Rev. Leslie Price
Rev. Howard Stendahl
Carrie Jowers
Dana Ferraro
Becky Richard
Jesus Garcia
Dr. Daniel Long
Jeff Hammack
Mary Villarreal
Sharon Wiedemann
Brandon Albrecht
Sam Tenorio

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS
Carolyn Dufelmeier, Lisa Diana, Patti Lynch, Allyson Pryor, Elward Reiss, Pam
Sheffield, Laurie Stiteler, Bobby Stobb, Frank Pennington
WELCOME TEAM
Alice Anderson, Carolyn Dufelmeier, Chris Fidao, Lori Harris, Bob & Mary Lynn
Logan, Bob & Karen Corder, Natalie Morgan – Chair, Mary Overstreet, Edna Robbins,
Ida Marie Schultz
Special thanks to Mary Overstreet for creating such magnificent banners and also to John
Malitz’s crew for hanging them. We will be leaving them up until we return, so we will be
joyously welcomed by them.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL PRESCHOOL THROUGH 5TH GRADE
Every Sunday, 9:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall
Sunday School for Preschool & Elementary will be in Fellowship Hall from 9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. (masks
are required). Parents can gather in the Moench Garden for Fellowship during the Sunday School
time. Chairs will be provided for you to use.

SUNDAY SCHOOL (MIDDLE SCHOOL)
Every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. in the Children’s Chapel
Mr. Hall and Mr. Jowers will be back to teaching in-person Confirmation Class. Please bring your binders
and Bibles to class. Meeting place will be in the Children’s Chapel (masks are required).

READ THROUGH THE BIBLE IN A YEAR GROUP
Tuesday, May 11, 7:00 p.m. on Zoom (Every Other Tuesday)
This group regularly meets every other Tuesday evening at 7:00 p.m. The class is led by Pastor H. Anyone
can join even if you haven't read along with us yet or may be behind. Join in for good conversation and
company. https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85336915528 or 346-248-7799.

JOSEPH’S SONS/MULLIGANS
Tuesday, May 4 at 7:00 p.m. on Zoom (Now on Tuesday)
Men of CLC! Please join us Tuesday, April 6 at 7:00 p.m. for fellowship and discussion on topics impacting
men today. It’s okay if you have a kid or pet pop up on screen or need to step away for childcare
responsibilities. Join us even if you’re eating dinner or having a beverage. You can keep your camera off
and just listen if you want to. We want you to feel connected to the men of CLC and the comments and
discussions are non-attribution and private. If you have questions, reach out to Joe Diana
(joe.diana@calibresys.com) or Bob Lynch (lynch01@gvtc.com)
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81003067355?pwd=K3d0SU1NYk1qWTZ2eWVnR1lCYTg0UT09

SPECIAL SERVICE FOR CONFIRMATION SUNDAY
Sunday, May 16, 12:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary and via Livestream
Confirmands and their families are invited to attend a special worship service on Sunday, May 16th at
12:00 p.m. in the church sanctuary. This service will be for confirmands and their families only (due to
COVID protocols). Members are encourage to watch via livestream. A link will be sent closer to the date.
Congrats to these special young members: Claire Boynton, Victoria Dunn, Caroline Hebert, Mara Mellen,
and Isabella Suther!
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FAITH UNIVERSITY: LOVE IS THE WAY
Thursdays at 12:00 p.m. on Zoom—May 6
Walk the path of love with one of the warmest, most beloved spiritual leaders of our time, and learn how
to put faith into action, as together we read and discuss Love Is the Way by Bishop Michael Curry, which
can be purchased here https://www.amazon.com/Love-Way-Holding-Troubling-Times/dp/0525543031.
As the descendant of slaves and the son of a civil rights activist, Bishop Curry's life illustrates massive
changes in our times. Much of the world met Bishop Curry when he delivered his sermon on the
redemptive power of love at the royal wedding of Prince Harry and Meghan Markle at Windsor Castle.
Here, he expands on his message of hope in an inspirational road map for living the way of love,
illuminated with moving lessons from his own life. Through the prism of his faith, ancestry, and personal
journey, Love Is the Way shows us how America came this far and, more important, how to go a whole lot
further. Join Pastor Leslie via ZOOM on the last two Thursdays of April, and the first week of May, for
conversation around this important work.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86511303329
May 6: Chapters 9-12
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Annual Meeting & Nominations
Our annual congregational meeting will be held Sunday, June 27, following the 10:45 a.m. worship service. In
that meeting, we will hear reports on our ministries, elect Congregation Council members, and adopt the
budget for next year. All members are encouraged to participate and to lend your voice and vote.
Our Nominating Committee consists of two members of the Congregation Council plus three members of the
congregation. The Congregation Council approved Mary Rowe (chair), Adam Mayes, Sharon Wiedemann, and
Council members, Adam Braaten and Lori Harris, to serve on the Nominating Committee along with Pastor
Leslie to seek candidates to fill the positions up for election and re-election to the Congregation Council. The
Nominating Committee seeks suggestions of candidates from any member of our church. The Congregation
Council positions up for re-election are: Secretary, Heather Rosenquist and At-Large Member #3, David Hough.
Heather and David are both willing to stand for re-election. Open positions include At-Large Member #2.
Suggestions for all Congregation Council positions, including the ones up for re-election, must be submitted in
writing to the church office by May 27, and include the signature of the potential nominee, position they are
being suggested for, and information on his or her history and experience serving at Christ Lutheran.

Christ Lutheran Church Summary of Giving
March 2021
OVERALL FINANCIALS
YTD BUDGETED
FOR MARCH, 2021

YTD ACTUALS
FOR MARCH, 2021

ELECTRONIC OFFERINGS

$159,082

$151,355

NON-ELECTRONIC OFFERINGS
TOTAL OFFERINGS

$231,918
$391,000

$256,953
$408,308

ADDITIONAL INCOME

$75,500

$79,354

TOTAL INCOME

$466,500

$487,662

TOTAL EXPENSES

$521,185

$480,179

INCOME LESS EXPENSES

$(54,685)

$7,483
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Due to the decreasing numbers of COVID cases in San Antonio and increasing numbers of vaccinations, the Christ
Lutheran Congregation Council voted to return to indoor, in-person worship beginning next Sunday, April 11. The
following guidelines and protocols will be put into place in order to gather again as safely as possible:
•
CDC guidelines and instructions for gatherings will be followed.
• Face masks will be required for all attendees ages 5 and up; children under 5 are certainly welcome to wear
masks too if they and their parents desire.
• Six-foot distancing will be maintained; pew cushions have been marked and pews roped off to give
appropriate spacing guidelines.
 X does NOT mark the spot. We ask that attendees avoid sitting on any taped Xs and instead sit in
the unmarked areas of the pews.
 Every other pew will be roped off and unavailable for seating. Please respect the pew ropes and do
not move them.
• Surfaces will be sanitized before and after all worship services.
• Words and music for the liturgy and songs will all be in the service folder. We will not be utilizing our
hymnals or pew Bibles for the time being.
• We will have some sung hymns and liturgy. We ask that attendees sing very softly or hum along rather than
singing boldly or loudly.
• Communion will continue to be offered via individual packets at your seats.
• Outdoor spaces should be utilized for any pre- or post-worship conversations, but please remember to
continue being respectful of one another and mindful of distancing.
 Indoor areas for gathering for fellowship purposes remain closed.
• Restroom facilities will be available. Please be as sanitary as possible.
• We will run the HVAC fan units at all times during worship to increase air flow and ventilation.
• Sunday School will take place in Fellowship Hall and outdoors in the Courtyard to provide for maximum
distancing and air flow.
• If you know you are ill or even feeling slightly ill, please enjoy worship at your home.
• Livestreaming at 9:30 a.m. will continue indefinitely. Please be aware that any sounds made in the sanctuary
may be picked up by microphones if you are near the music area.
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WE ARE A COMMUNITY OF FAITH THAT WELCOMES
All are welcome at Christ Lutheran Church. We emphasize grace, forgiveness, and the reality that God is love.
The teachings and example of Jesus call us to love one another and to be an inclusive and affirming
community for people of every culture, race, sexual orientation, gender identity, age, relationship status,
family makeup, and spiritual background. No matter what challenges you’re facing – physical, mental,
spiritual, economic, emotional, moral, or otherwise – we invite you to experience God’s grace with us. There is
a place for you here.

THE VIRTUAL CLC ESSENTIALS
The Sunday podcast now includes enhanced audio of the full worship service, including the music. Click on the
podcast button below to take a listen! If you have your phone then you can subscribe to the podcast and it will
be sent to your phone on Sundays when it is posted.
Please tune in each Sunday through our website at clcah.org to join in worship starting at 9:30 a.m. to see the
livestream of the Sunday service. You can also click the button below to our YouTube channel to see past
worship services as they are archived.
We can still share in each others company and grow in faith even while social distancing. Carrie Jowers, our
Director of Faith formation, is sending out content weekly via email for families with children and youth.
Contact her at carrie.jowers@gmail.com to be added to the “Families of Faith” list.

Online giving is easy! Now that you have downloaded the bulletin on your phone or computer, simply click the
link below and it will take you to the giving page to make your offering when you are ready. You can also use
your phone to scan this QR code and it can take you to our donation page at https://clcah.org/contact-us/giveonline/

Click Here

Click Here

Click Here

YOUTUBE

OFFERING

PODCAST

Parts of the text, and also hymn music in this bulletin are from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights
reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS003667.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.
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