Christ
Lutheran
Church

Worship
Sunday Morning
Holy Communion
At 8:00 & 10:30 a.m.

Education

Through God’s Grace
All are welcome as we joyfully,
Receive…to Give
Learn…to Serve
and Worship…to Grow.

December
2008
April 2019

Sunday Morning 9:15 a.m. for All Ages:
Children 3 & up –

Meet in the
Moench Chapel

Junior High Youth:

Youth Room

Adults – Fellowship

Hall

Nursery
Nursery is available for
children who are infants
through 4 years of age
during Sunday morning
worship and the Sunday
School hour.

Office
Monday - Thursday from
9:00 a.m.- 4:30 p.m.
Friday from
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
210-822-3394
office@clcah.org

From the Pastor - Easter Vigil
returns, and we are all invited!
The Easter Vigil is an ancient tradition. It is held the eve of Easter, and is a journey through
the very heart of our faith as we anticipate the coming of the Resurrection. It begins with the
solemnity of our human condition, the reality that we are a sinful and wayward people.
Darkness, in fact, is the first movement of the liturgy, and it represents all darkness and the
meanings of it. It is the darkness of our world and the darkness of our hearts. At Christ
Lutheran, this darkness is experienced as we gather together in the Moench Garden.
Then a light bursts forth, breaking into the darkness. This light is called the ―new fire,‖ and it
represents the new life coming in Jesus Christ. It gives us hope that the love and light of Christ
can overcome anything that would separate us from the love of God. The paschal candle
lighted from the new fire is then processed into the community, and we receive its light and
experience the grace it represents. When the candle is brought front and center, we hear the
Easter Proclamation or Exultet, which proclaims the powerful love of God for all creation.
The central focus of the Easter Vigil is the word of God, which tells the story of Salvation
History (God’s work to save us) through selected scripture passages. In the midst of these
readings that celebrate the story of our faith, we transition from Lent to Easter as the death
and resurrection of Jesus is proclaimed. As we proclaim the victory of Christ over death, the
candlelight that is guiding us is overpowered by light filling the Sanctuary. The gathered
assembly then shifts its focus to the font where we see the grace of God further revealed, as
this year, eight of our brothers and sisters are baptized into the faith. In our excitement for
them, we realize that this is very much about the renewal of our whole community. Initiation
and revitalization become one this night.
(Continued on the top of page 2)

Groups
Angelicus Choir
Every Wednesday
5:30 p.m. - Sanctuary

Book Club
First Tuesday
6:45 p.m. - Location TBA

Dominos Group
First Thursday
9:30 a.m. - Fellowship Hall

First Thursday Lunch
First Thursday
12:00 p.m. - Fellowship Hall

Gloria Choir
Every Wednesday
5:30 p.m. - Sanctuary

Healing Prayer

Pastor…

(Continued from page 1)

Together, we then share at our Lord’s Table, receiving forgiveness and grace as we
partake of his body and blood, some of us for the very first time. But the emphasis
on Easter Vigil is celebration, rejoicing that Christ has defeated sin and death and
that God has raised him victorious and so we receive these gifts with special bread
and wine.
As we entered in darkness, we now depart in joy, shouting, ―Alleluia, Alleluia!
Christ has risen! He has risen indeed!‖ The Easter Vigil service will begin in the
Moench Garden and continue in the Sanctuary. There will be a celebratory
reception afterward in the Crossway and Garden. The service will last only an hour,
and there is no sermon. It is not an all-night vigil. Please join us, Saturday, April 20
at 7:00 p.m., as we hear our sacred story retold through word and liturgy.
- Pastor Leslie Price

Tuesday - 10:00 a.m.
Rode Prayer Chapel

Joseph’s Sons
First Monday
6:30 p.m. - Location TBA

Lydia Circle
Second Monday
6:30 p.m. - Primrose House

Men’s Breakfast
Second Tuesday
7:00 a.m. - Bill Miller BBQ

Mulligans
Second Tuesday
6:30 p.m. - Hoffbrau

Lucy Circle: Change of Date
We invite all interested women to join this discussion group on Sunday mornings at
9:15 in the Parlor. We usually meet on the third Sunday, but this month, we’re
meeting on the fourth Sunday, April 28, a week after Easter. Each month, we read
an assigned essay and discuss it during our meeting. For April, the reading is ―How
the Poor Became Blessed‖ by Peter van der Horst. Here’s the link: https://
aeon.co/essays/the-poor-might-have-always-been-with-us-but-charity-has-not.
Please grab a cup of coffee and join us for a friendly and interesting conversation.

Quilters
Every Tuesday
9:00 a.m. - Primrose House

Sanctuary Choir
Every Wednesday
7:00 p.m. - Sanctuary

Soul Sisters
Second Thursday
7:00 p.m. - Julian’s
Other groups meet during the
year. For information, please
contact our church office or
visit our website www:clcah.org.
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Fair Trade Sale
Hollye Schwartz, owner of All’s Fair, a fair trade boutique in San Antonio, will be
in the CrossWay on Sunday, April 7, with handmade items from around the
world. Fair Trade is an organized social movement that helps artisans and
producers in developing countries make better trading conditions and promote
sustainability. Fair trade insures that workers get fair compensation for their
products. Shop for exotic teas and coffees, handmade gift items, chocolate and
Easter goodies. Save the date!

Member
News

From the Council President...
The Council continues its diligent work of steering the congregation and its
ministries. We are in the midst of Lent, and the congregation and leadership are
preparing for Holy Week and Easter. You can read more about Palm Sunday,
Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter Sunday in this issue of The Proclaimer.
This year, we are also holding an Easter Vigil service on Saturday evening where we
will celebrate eight baptisms! We invite you to attend these special services as
together we journey through Holy Week.
The property committee has also been hard at work continuing to explore new
flooring options for the Sanctuary. As everyone probably knows, when you look to
update one thing, many other things emerge. The committee is considering
additional work, such as refinishing the pews, upgrading the lighting, and even
restructuring the layout at the front of the Sanctuary to better utilize that area, and
to accommodate a casket during funerals. No plans have been finalized but when
they are, we will share those with the congregation.
As many of you have heard, we were sad to say goodbye to Pastor H this past
month. After some time away with family and commitments with Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Pastor H reflected on his call with us and upon
return from vacation advised Pastor Leslie and me that he felt it was time to
conclude his ministry work at Christ Lutheran. He assisted us while Pastor Leslie
was on maternity leave and as she transitioned to being a full-time working mother.
Now that she is back full-time, he intends to pursue other opportunities. While
both Pastor Leslie and I expressed our wishes that he continue his ministry with us,
Pastor H had given his decision much thought and prayer and felt it was the right
step for him. Pastor H was a huge blessing for our church during Pastor Leslie’s
leave, through his excellent preaching, teaching, and leadership. He and Patty will
be greatly missed, and we wish them well in their future endeavors. The Council
will be deciding future options in the months to come.

Births


Congratulations to
Blythe & Kevin Boeck
on the birth of Henry
Robert on March 15.
Proud grandpa is
Bobby Stobb.

Sympathy to:


The family and friends
of Gertrude Krueger
who died on March 11.



To Carolyn Dufelmeier
on the death of Arne
Flores on March 8.

- Robb Decker, Church Council President

Wednesday Noon Worship
During Lent
Our regular Wednesday Lenten services at noon continue April 3 & 10. We gather
in the serene Rode Chapel to sing our faith and reflect on the magnificent gift of
God’s grace. Please join us. All are welcome.
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Faith University, Sundays at 9:15 a.m.
in Fellowship Hall
April 7 – San Antonio Sponsoring Committee – Justice & Mission Conversation
On Sunday, April 7, during the Adult Education time, we will conduct small group discussions to
determine what justice and mission issues are important to our congregation. We encourage as much
participation as possible from our congregation so that our all of our interests will be represented. This is a
chance to make your voice heard about what issues are most important to you, and it is part of our work as
a member of the San Antonio Sponsoring Committee whose goal is to create change in our community.
The following describes us:
―The San Antonio Sponsoring Committee is a collaborative coalition of institutions that includes churches,
synagogues, mosques, and schools that takes seriously our religious and civic responsibilities to work
together as citizens and neighbors to create an inclusive community that does not leave any of its members
out or behind. Its mission is to train and mentor a collective of leaders from among its member institutions
that organizes the people of their communities to identify issues of common concern, creates strategies to
deal with those issues, and works collaboratively with elected officials to enact policies of benefit to the
community.‖
We hope you will attend April 7 and lend your voice.
- Lisa Diana
April 14 – What is Holy Week?
April 14 is Palm Sunday and marks the official beginning of Holy Week. We will spend this class
investigating the various practices that define Holy Week, how they started, when they began, why, and
what they mean for us today. Join Pastor Leslie as we learn about Holy Week to better prepare us to enjoy
the richness of the rituals of the week that follows.
April 21 – No Class, Easter Sunday – Attend the Easter Breakfast Instead!
April 28 – Faith & Politics
Everyone says the two subjects not to bring up at the dinner table are: religion and politics, so on April 28,
during Faith U, we plan to bring up both! Do faith and politics relate to one another? If so, how? Is there
room to disagree on this issue? What does scripture have to say on the subject? Join Pastor Leslie, if you
dare, for a conversation often sidestepped.
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Holy Week Services
Palm Sunday Services will be held April 14 at 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. We celebrate Jesus' triumphal
entry into Jerusalem even as it points hauntingly to his ultimate betrayal, trial, crucifixion, and death. Pastor
Leslie will preach. Palm processional and Holy Communion will be at both services.
Maundy Thursday Service is a solemn and beautiful worship on April 18 at 7:00 p.m. Pastor Leslie will
preach. This service, which includes Holy Communion, leads us to reflect on Jesus' Last Supper with his
disciples. Here, gathering at the table and watching as Jesus kneels to wash the disciples’ feet, we receive
the absolution that was denied us on Ash Wednesday and the great commandment from Jesus that we love
one another as he has loved us.
Good Friday Tenebrae Service on April 19 at 7:00 p.m. will be a unique combination of scripture and
music. More information to follow.
Easter Vigil will be on Saturday, April 20, at 7:00 p.m. Read more on pages 1-2.
Easter Services will celebrate our Lord's triumph over death through resurrection on Sunday, April 21, at
8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! The services are nearly identical, although the
10:30 a.m. service will include a children's message. Pastor Leslie will preach at both services, and both will
include Holy Communion. Don't forget to bring flowers to place on the Resurrection Cross! An Easter
Breakfast will be offered for all ages, and an Easter Egg Hunt for toddlers through 5th grade will be held
between services at 9:15 a.m. Please join us as we celebrate!

Resurrection Flowering Cross
Christ Lutheran bursts into color with flowering crosses on the church lawn on Easter morning. The cross
in the Christian Faith is a reminder of Jesus’ sacrifice – that we may have everlasting life. The flowering
cross is an especially striking and beautiful way to symbolize the new life that emerges on Easter morning
after Jesus’ death on Good Friday.
The rough-hewn wood symbolizes the heavy cross on which Jesus died. The contrast between the starkly
bare cross and the colorful transformation when it is adorned with living flowers is a dramatic, visual
representation of the new life we celebrate.
On Easter morning, we ask you to bring cut flowers for each member in your family (and more if you’d
like to share) to place on our flowering crosses. Place your flowers on the cross as you enter for
worship. For our visitors (and those of us who forget), we’ll have extra flowers.

CLC Book Club April 2
Join the energetic group that enjoys talking about a great read! In April, join us to talk about The Stranger
in the Woods by Michael Finkel. Our meeting is always the first Monday in the month at 6:45 p.m. in
Primrose House. Contact Edna Robbins for more information.
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Easter Breakfast and Egg Hunt
Please join us for our annual Easter Morning Breakfast at 9:15 a.m. in Fellowship Hall! Clara Tenorio will
prepare breakfast tacos, fruits, pastries, and breakfast casseroles. There will be fellowship for all and an
Easter Egg Hunt for children up to 5thgrade. ―Hop on over‖ for a morning of food, fellowship, and fun!
If you are available to help with the set-up and take-down of the decorations, food, etc. or if you are an
expert at hiding Easter eggs, we need you! Please call the church office if you can help.

Thank You, Quilters!
We will see beautiful quilts, handmade by the CLC quilters, on display in the Sanctuary on Sunday, April 7.
The quilters of Christ Lutheran Church have been working for a year, lovingly stitching beautiful, soft
quilts to send warmth and comfort to those who need it. It all starts with the fabric our members donate to
this cause. Rachel Jackson and Becky Richard cut squares and rectangles. Charleen Richardson, Lucy
Mathesen, Grace Carbajal, Alice Anderson, Sarah Borrell, and Lita Chambers create and sew tops and
backs. Then, Marty Halstead sews the tops, batting, and backing together. The last step is tying all three
layers – and Kitty McCullough and Peggy Carmody do a fantastic job. Lorraine Lancaster, Gloria Meyer,
Delores Cleveland, Priscilla Loker, Mary Castaldo, and Charleen Richardson hand-stitch quilts for a fee and
the fees are used to support this ministry. These lovely quilts will be shipped to Lutheran World Relief and
distributed all over the world where they are needed.
Boxes for transporting the quilts are still needed. Please bring any small to medium size boxes to the
church office (a little bigger than the boxes that reams of paper come in.) The quilts will be taken to TLU
on Wednesday, April 24, and from there, they will be shipped to a warehouse in Baltimore to be
distributed as needed. If you are able to help transport boxes of quilts in your car, please contact Lucy
Mathesen at 210-383-2837.

Immigration Small Group
Please join this passionate group, facilitated by Paul Pfeifer, to learn more about immigration issues, new
developments in immigration reform, and opportunities to be involved. A group from CLC went to the
airport to help detainees released from the detention facility in Dilly to find their way through the airport
to board their flights. We joined a group of facilitators from area churches that meet daily at the airport to
help the detainees and were impressed by the organization of the program and the comfort provided to the
detainees. We plan to go again on Thursday, April 4. Please come to see how you can help! All are
welcome! Call the office for more information. Our next small group meeting is Tuesday, April 23, at
6:30 p.m. in the CrossWay.
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Greetings from the GROW Team!
We are grateful to everyone who attended our Mardi Gras Pancake Breakfast on March 3rd to share
fellowship and feedback about our mission to make CLC a welcoming and affirming place for all. Thank
you also to everyone who attended Adult Ed in March to learn more about how scripture calls us to be a
place of welcome and hospitality. We also learned from fellow Reconciling in Christ congregations in our
area about how their journey of welcome for LGBTQ+ folks has shaped their community of faith.
We heard a lot of feedback about our draft welcome statement, including folks who want to keep our
existing welcome statement in some form as we look to be more specifically inclusive. We take this
feedback very seriously, and for that reason we’re looking forward to hosting a Welcome Statement
Workshop on Thursday, May 2, at 6:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. During this workshop, we invite you to
offer your feedback to build a welcome statement that reflects the congregation’s goals as a whole. Hors
d’oeuvres and desserts will be offered (feel free to bring your favorite to share).
You may still be wondering why our existing welcome statement isn’t welcoming enough - after all, it does
say ―all are welcome!‖ But we have a specific group of people in our congregation - our LGBTQ+ siblings
in Christ - speaking up to say that we need a more inclusive, explicitly welcoming and affirming way to say,
―YOU are welcome!‖
As the GROW Team works to make sure our LGBTQ+ members feel welcomed and affirmed in their
faith life at Christ Lutheran, we have identified other groups of people who should also be welcomed out
loud - all cultures, all races, all ages, all abilities, all families (no matter what they look like). And we know
that’s not the end of the discussion! That’s why we want you to join us in this good work, to make CLC
the kind of congregation where everyone knows that they can have a home.
If you have questions or want to discuss the GROW Team’s work more, please contact the church office they can get you connected with a member of the team who will be happy to listen and chat about the
work we are doing.

Praises to:






Mary Overstreet for creating the amazing banners that adorn the Sanctuary. The banners beautifully
depict the gospel themes for the season of Lent.
Allyson Pryor for taking the lead of the Read Through the Bible in a Year class! Awesome job!
The Confirmands who attended the service project at Agape Ministry on March 2.
The members of GROW for hosting the Mardi Gras breakfast on March 3 and for facilitating the
adult Christian education classes in March.
Members of the Immigration Small Group for helping detainees at the airport on March 7.
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Stewardship in Three Simple Charts
Stewardship Sunday is May 12. Our theme is ―Receive to Give.‖ These three charts highlight where we are
as a congregation in terms of giving and the impact our giving has on operating the church and supporting
our community and the world.
Chart 1: We are generous as a church and hope to expand our impact by increasing our pledges.
Ideally, all three bars
would be the same
height

Pledge your intent. The generosity of our congregation is
amazing. Please commit to that intent by submitting a pledge
card.


Consider giving electronically. This allows your pledge to
make it to church even if you or your checkbook don’t. It is
easy, secure, and flexible. We will have instructions for
electronic giving available on Sunday, May 5.


Chart 2: Your pledge goes a LONG way and helps 20 different benevolence partners. Twenty percent of
every dollar CLC receives is passed on to outside charities to make a difference in the community and the
world. Here are our current benevolence partners:
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Chart 3: Every year we have increased our pledges and we hope to do the same in 2019 with a goal of
$400,000 in pledges.
This is what we budget
for annually to run the
church and provide
support to our benevolence partners

We ask you to prayerfully consider the impact you can have with your pledge! Any amount will make a
difference as you ―Receive to Give.‖
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Youth & Children

VBS: ReNew!
The Parable of the Sower
Dates: June 17 – 21
Time: 9:00 a.m – Noon
Ages Served: 3 years old through students entering the 5th grade
ReNew is an environmentally-focused VBS program that inspires kids and adults to grow in faith, have
fun, and change the world as they practice stewardship of creation!
You can still expect many of the things you love about VBS—kids learning about Jesus, exploring God’s
Word, singing and celebrating, and engaging different intelligences—but we have modified and simplified
the program to make it green, centered on stewardship of creation, and action-oriented for a big impact on
the participants, your community, and the world.
You can register your child by contacting Marina Huffman at the CLC office.
We are looking for lots of volunteers to make this an amazing experience for all! If you would like to
volunteer, please contact Marina at the church office.

Camp Chrysalis Summer Camp 2019
Overnight camp at Chrysalis will take place the week of Sunday, July 28 through Friday, August 2.
Camp helps our kids form healthy images of God and themselves and helps them build strong friendships.
It is a memorable experience for our kids to have fun and to grow in their faith. Marina Huffman will be
attending camp with the kids this summer.

Become a Stockholder: Sponsor Our
Youth in a Mission Trip to Rockport
This summer, the middle and high school youth will be traveling to Rockport, TX to lend a hand to those
still struggling from the heartache and aftermath of a hurricane that left the city in need. Please become a
stockholder to support their travel and lodging for this mission trip. The youth will be selling stock in the
CrossWay after the 8:00 a.m. service and before and after the 10:30 a.m. service in the month of April.
Stock forms will also be in the pew racks if you would like to take one and place it in the offering plate
with your donation. Each stock share is a ticket to our Stockholder’s Banquet. The date of this event will
be announced soon. The kids are excited to serve and we thank you for all your prayers and your
investment in each of them.
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Youth & Children

Confirmation
In March, our Confirmands delivered our congregation’s Souper Bowl of Caring donations to AGAPE to
build their food pantry. While there, the kids also helped deliver donated items to the Fig Leaf, the Agape
store. Special thanks to our Confirmation teacher, Troy Hall, and his son, Bennett, for volunteering their
time with the Confirmands!

Confirmation Sunday (May 22) is fast approaching …
 Reminder: All 8th graders are required to attend ALL Holy Week services (Palm Sunday, Maundy
Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter Sunday). If you can’t be at CLC, no worries. Just bring a
bulletin from the church you attend and turn it in to Pastor Leslie or Marina.

FX3 and The Light
Join us Sunday, April 14, for fellowship, lunch, filling Easter eggs, and Bible study. We will begin following
the second service in the fellowship hall and end our time together at 2:00 p.m. Friends are encouraged to
come too. We hope to see you there!
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Lenten Offerings
Your Lenten Offerings will go to the Children’s Bereavement Center of South Texas
Healing Therapy for Grieving Children.
When a child loses a parent, sibling, classmate, or teacher, the profound grief can stunt their ability to
move forward. Grief steals youthful joy and thwarts emotional health. Grief can send a child into a dark,
terrifying place where hope is lost and the future is lonely beyond words.
A Critical Community Resource
At the comfortable, inviting, and cheerful Children’s Bereavement Center’s four South Texas locations, a
professional staff of specially-trained therapists guides grief-stricken children and their families on a
journey from despair to hope. Children from ages 3 to 24, and their families, walk through the painful
stages of grief to overcome shock and disbelief; come to terms with the reality; transcend anger and fear;
accept the loss; and find the tools and courage to go on.
Dealing With Death’s Many Facets
Children may lose a parent, sibling, or close family member to an accident, chronic illness, suicide, or
homicide. They may lose a classmate, a beloved teacher. The Children’s Bereavement Center is there to
help. They are with the children in Sutherland Springs still, helping them heal from the unthinkable church
massacre. They are on site at schools when a crime or accident takes the life of someone they know,
someone too young to die. They are there to listen, shepherd, and give hope through individual and group
counseling, expressive art, writing, and music therapy.
Discovering They’re Not Alone
In group counseling and at grief camps, children experience deep emotional connection to others who’ve
suffered a loss. They meet peers who have endured the loss of a loved one … and find they’re not alone in
experiencing unbearable pain. They heal through listening, expressing, and trusting.
Saving, Transforming, Inspiring
Each year, the Children’s Bereavement Center works with some 2,500 people. In addition to the multiple
services they bring to grieving children and their families, they offer crisis response training and
intervention for schools, businesses, and other organizations that have experienced the traumatic death of
a community member.
Your Offerings Support a Mission of Grace
The Children’s Bereavement Center believes that every grieving child in South Texas should have access to
competent, compassionate care when faced with the death of a loved one, and no child should have to
walk the journey of grief alone. All of this comes from their hearts, at no cost to families.
Your Lenten gifts support their mission of grace that aligns beautifully with Christ Lutheran’s 2019 Lenten theme:
Steadfast, Undiminished, Patient, Boundless, Unfettered Grace.
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Help Serve a Meal
at the Children’s
Bereavement Center
Our Lenten offering this season is being given to the Children’s Bereavement
Center. We will also be serving a meal at the Children’s Bereavement Center.
More information will be coming in the bulletins and online calendar. We will
help prepare and/or serve a meal to the support group at the center. Contact
Lisa Diana at lisa@clcah.org for more information.

Fiesta at CLC
Sunday, April 28
When: Festivities begin at 5:00 p.m.
Dinner served at 5:45 p.m.
Where: Fellowship Hall and Courtyard
If you are able to help with the decorations, food prep, set-up, and take-down,
please call Elizabeth Diggs at 210-313-4939 or email diggsqp@aol.com.
¡Viva Fiesta!

Staff
The Rev. Leslie Price
Pastor
Dana Ferrero
Director of Day School
Becky Richard
Office Manager/Accountant
Linda Sulser
Administrative Assistant
Dr. Dan Long
Director of Music Ministry
Matthew Goodson
Organist
Mary Villarreal
Youth Choir Director
Sharon Wiedemann
Youth Choir Accompanist
Lisa Diana
Minister of Mission
& Outreach
Marina Huffman
Director of Faith Formation
Brandon Albrecht
Asst. to Director of Faith
Formation
Clara Tenorio
Church “Keeper” &
Nursery Attendant
Sam Tenorio
Custodian
Jesus Garcia
Sound Tech

Congregation
Council
Robb Decker, President
Lori Harris, Vice Pres.
Sharon Wiedemann,

Treasurer

Sarah Loyd, Trustee
Chris Fidao, Trustee
Carolyn Dufelmeier,

Trustee

Pastor Leslie Price
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