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Intent 
Religious Education at Beechwood has a significant role in the development of pupil’s spiritual, moral, 
social and cultural development. Religious Education at Beechwood aims to encourage learners to develop 
a positive attitude towards other people who hold religious beliefs different from their own and promotes 
respect and open mindedness towards others with different faiths and beliefs. It also encourages pupils to 
develop their sense of identity and belonging through self-awareness and reflection.  
The principle aim of RE is to engage pupils through an enquiry-based approach where they can develop an 
understanding and appreciation of principle religions and world views in the wider global community. RE 
plays an important role, along with all other curriculum areas, in promoting social awareness and 
understanding in our children. RE also includes and promotes British values alongside PSHE. We encourage 
our pupils to ask questions about the world, as well as reflect on their own beliefs, values and experiences.  
At Beechwood, Discovery RE underpins our curriculum. “Our belief is that, using an enquiry-based model 
well, children’s critical thinking skills can be developed, their motivation to learn increased, and their 
knowledge and understanding of, and empathy with people and their beliefs, religious or otherwise, will be 
enhanced. This approach takes very seriously the philosophy that children are free to make their own 
choices and decisions concerning religion and belief. RE does not try to persuade but rather to inform and 
develop the skills with which evaluation can take place.” Discovery RE.  

 
Implementation 

In every RE lesson the children will develop their understanding and depth of knowledge around how the 
key principles of faith and relate them to their own life which leads to the children of Beechwood being 
respectful and understanding members of the community. Within RE the children will get the opportunity 
to; explore their own learning using research and enquiry, discover new skills and learning through hands 
on experience and achieve when they bring all their learning together to showcase their understanding. 
We follow Discovery RE as it advocates an enquiry model with a 4-step approach as the basis for 
implementation. Every unit (enquiry) is based around a key question. The key question for the enquiry is 
such that it demands an answer that weighs up ‘evidence’ (subject knowledge) and reaches a conclusion 
based on this. This necessitates children using their subject knowledge and applying it to the enquiry 
question, rather than this knowledge being an end in itself. Discovery RE focuses on critical thinking skills, 
on personal reflection into the child’s own thoughts and feelings, on growing subject knowledge and 
nurturing spiritual development. 
The children start from their own experience to ensure understanding what aspect of RE is being studied 
then move into investigating that concept in depth from the point of view of the chosen religion. This 
continues over three lessons of investigation and discussion throughout Step 2, which embeds subject 
knowledge. These lessons not only support the children with embedding their RE knowledge, but also 
contributes to their oracy and critical thinking skills. In Step 3, they complete an assessment activity to 



 
 

evaluate the question again in light of their new knowledge and have further opportunities to embed their 
own reflections on the learning in Step 4.  
At Beechwood, the children study Christianity plus one other religion in each year group, meaning both 
religions have multiple enquiries (usually comprising of 6 week units) per year. This ensures that the 
children revisit prior learning for both religions throughout the year to build on the previous enquiries, and 
Christmas and Easter enquiries are built on year-on-year throughout the child’s primary school journey. At 
Beechwood we use the curriculum to ensure there is support for all those that need it, plus appropriately 
challenging higher-order-thinking questions and discussion activities.  
There are no presumptions made as to the religious backgrounds and beliefs and values of the children and 
the staff. We value the religious background of all members of the school community and hope that this 
will encourage individuals to share their own experiences with others freely. All religions and their 
communities are treated with respect and sensitivity, and we value the links, which are, and can be made 
between home, school, and a faith community.  
We acknowledge that each religion studied can contribute to the education of all our pupils. We promote 
teaching in Religious Education that stresses open enquiry and first-hand experiences wherever possible 
for both staff and children. 
Equity of implementation– At Beechwood we recognise that all children learn differently and all children 
have different strengths. Are well rounded curriculum ensures that every one gets their chance to shine. 
We use a range of strategies to ensure all children are included with our curriculum some of these being; 
widgets to scaffold oracy and writing, use of ipads / laptops to support writing, pictures to support key 
vocabulary being used, learning logs to remind the children of the previous learning which will support 
them a lots of child centred learning to full immerse them in their new skills and knowledge 
 

School Vision 
Explore, Discover, Achieve 

Explore – The children are given many opportunities to explore a range of religions. As they progress though 
the school they explore these religions on a deeper level and start to explore how the main principles of 
many religions (e.g commitment and respect) feature in their own day to day lives no matter what their 
religious beliefs may be.  
Discover – As the children progress through the school the children discover similarities and differences 
between religions and how the key principles of many religions can be seen in all of our day to day lives. The 
children are also provided with a safe environment to discover their own feelings and responses towards 
different religions.  
Achieve – When the children leave Beechwood they will have achieved a secure understand of the beliefs 
and traditions of a range of religions and be able to compare them to their own beliefs and life-choices which 
in turn makes them respectful members of the community.  
 

Curriculum coverage 
Year Autumn  Spring Summer  

1 A1 - We are learning to re-tell 
the Christian Creation story and 
to explore how this influences 
how Christians behave towards 
nature and the environment. 
 
A2 -We are learning to reflect on 
the Christmas story and decide 
what gifts would be meaningful 
for Jesus. 

Sp1 - We are learning to identify 
when it is easy and difficult to 
show friendship and explore 
when Jesus may have found it 
difficult. 
 
 
 
Sp2 - We are learning to know 
that Jesus is special to Christians 
and how His welcome on Palm 
Sunday shows this. 

Su1 - We are learning to 
empathise with Jewish children 
by understanding what they do 
during Shabbat and why it is 
important to them. 
 
 
Su2 - We are learning to 
empathise with Jewish children 
by understanding how it feels for 
them to take part in Chanukah 
activities. 



 
 

2 A1 -We are learning to re-tell 
Bible stories that show kindness, 
and to explore how this makes 
Christians behave towards other 
people. 
 
A2 - We are learning to reflect 
on the Christmas story and the 
reasons for Jesus’ birth. 

Sp1 - We are learning to re-tell 
the Easter story and understand 
what Jesus’ resurrection means 
for Christians 
 
Sp2 - We are learning to 
understand the special 
relationship between Jews and 
God and the promises they make 
to each other. 

Su1 - We are learning to 
understand why Muslims visit 
the mosque and to explore 
whether this gives them a sense 
of belonging. 
 
Su2 -We are learning to 
understand what happens during 
Hijj and to explore the 
importance of this to Muslims. 

3 A1 -We are learning to 
investigate what happens during 
the festival of Divali and whether 
the celebrations bring a sense of 
belonging to Hindus. 
 
A2 -We are learning to find out 
what the true meaning of 
Christmas is to Christians and 
compare this with what 
Christmas means to us. 

Sp1 -We are learning to retell 
Bible stories when miracles have 
happened and question whether 
Jesus really did perform miracle 
 
Sp2 -We are learning to recall 
key events in the Easter story 
and understand why Jesus’ 
crucifixion symbolises hope for 
Christians. 

Su1 -We are learning to explore 
how Sikh beliefs affect their way 
of life and the importance they 
place on sharing. 
 
Su2 -We are learning to 
understand different ways that 
Sikhs show their commitment to 
God, comparing their practices in 
order to explore which shows 
the most commitment. 

4 A1 - We are learning to 
understand the special 
relationship between Jews and 
God and the promises they make 
to each other. 
 
A2 - We are learning to 
understand the symbolism in the 
Christmas story and think about 
what the different parts mean to 
Christians today. 

Sp1 -We are learning to 
understand how celebrating 
Passover and keeping Kashrut 
(food laws) help Jews show God 
they value their special 
relationship with Him. 
 
Sp2 -We are learning to 
understand how Jesus’ life, 
death and resurrection teaches 
Christians about forgiveness. 

Su1 -We are learning to 
understand different ways that 
Jews show their commitment to 
God, comparing their practices in 
order to explore which shows 
the most commitment. 
 
Su2 -We are learning to 
understand how important going 
to church is to show someone is 
a Christian 

5 A1 -We are learning to compare 
the different ways Sikhs put their 
religion into practice. 
 
A2 - We are learning to 
understand how Hindus show 
their commitment to God and to 
evaluate if there is a best way 

Sp 1 - We are learning to 
evaluate different accounts of 
the Christmas story and 
understand that stories can be 
true in different ways. 
 
Sp 2 -We are learning to 
understand the relevance of Sikh 
stories today 

Su 1 -We are learning to 
understand the Hindu belief that 
there is one God with many 
different aspects. 
 
Su 2 -We are learning to 
question whether God intended 
Jesus to be crucified or whether 
Jesus’ crucifixion was the 
consequence of events during 
Holy Week. 

6 A1 - We are learning to 
understand some of the ways 
Muslims show commitment to 
God and to evaluate whether 
there is a best way. 
 
A2 - We are learning to analyse 
the Christian belief in the Virgin 
Birth and to assess the 
significance of this to Christians. 

Sp 1 -We are learning to 
evaluate different beliefs about 
eternity and to understand the 
Christian perspective on this. 
 
Sp 2 - We are learning to 
examine the influences 
Christianity still has in the world 
and evaluate whether it is still a 
strong religion 

Su 1- We are learning to identify 
ways in which Muslims try to 
lead good lives and how their 
belief in Akhirah influences this. 
 
Su 2 -We are learning to 
challenge stereotyping through 
understanding different Muslim 
interpretations of Jihad and how 
this links to getting to Heaven. 

 
 



 
 

Impact 
The curriculum at Beechwood extends their knowledge and understanding of religions and beliefs, 
develops a religious vocabulary and interprets religious symbolism in a variety of forms. The children can 
reflect on questions of meaning, offering their own thoughtful and informed insights into religious and 
secular world-views. They explore ultimate questions of beliefs and values in relation to a range of 
contemporary issues in an ever-changing society. The most important impact of our RE scheme is teaching 
children to respect that we are all different and have different beliefs and that they leave our school being 
respectful members of the community. 
 

 
 


