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Intent 
The aim of Geography teaching at Beechwood Primary School is to inspire in pupils a sense of curiosity and 
fascination about the world and the people within it that will remain with them for the rest of their lives.  
Geography is, by nature, an investigative subject, which develops and understanding of concepts, 
knowledge and skills. We seek to promote the children’s interest and understanding of diverse places, 
people, resources and natural and human environments, together with a deep understanding of the 
Earth’s key physical and human processes 
At Beechwood Primary School, we believe that Geography helps to provoke and provide answers to 
questions about the natural and human aspects of the world. Children are encouraged to develop a greater 
understanding and knowledge of the world, as well as their place in it.  
The geography curriculum at Beechwood Primary enables children to develop knowledge and skills that are 
transferable to other curriculum areas and which can and are used to promote their spiritual, moral, social 
and cultural development. The curriculum is designed develop knowledge and skills that are progressive, as 
well as transferable, throughout their time at Beechwood Primary and also to their further education and 
beyond. 
 

Implementation 
In every Geography lesson the children will develop one of the Beechwood key concepts; locational 
knowledge, place knowledge, human and physical and geographical skills and field work, in addition to 
gaining local, national and world-wide knowledge. This will lead to the children understanding that the 
skills they have learnt previously can support them in learning new skills and knowledge as they work 
through the school. Within Geography the children will get the opportunity to; explore their own learning 
using research and enquiry, discover new skills and learning through hands on experience and achieve 
when they bring all their learning together to showcase their understanding. 
In ensuring high standards of teaching and learning in geography, we implement a curriculum that is 
working towards being progressive throughout the whole school. Geography is taught as part of a termly 
topic, focusing on knowledge and skills stated in the National Curriculum.  
Teachers have identified the key knowledge and skills of each blocked topic and these are mapped 
across the school, ensuring that knowledge builds progressively and that children develop skills 
systematically. Existing knowledge is checked at the beginning of each topic. This ensures that teaching 
is informed by the children’s starting points and that it takes account of pupil voice, incorporating 
children’s interests.  
Tasks are selected and designed to provide appropriate challenge to all learners, in line with the 
school’s commitment to inclusion. At the end of each topic, key knowledge is reviewed by the children 
and rigorously checked by the teacher and consolidated as necessary. 
Cross curricular outcomes in geography are specifically planned for and these are indicated on 
individual year group plans. The Geography provision is also well resourced and specific resources are 
mapped to specific year groups and topics to support effective teaching and learning.  
The local area is fully utilised to achieve the desired outcomes, with extensive opportunities for learning 
outside the classroom embedded in practice. 



 
 

Equity of implementation– At Beechwood we recognise that all children learn differently and all children 
have different strengths. Are well rounded curriculum ensures that everyone gets their chance to shine. 
We use a range of strategies to ensure all children are included with our curriculum some of these being; 
widgets to scaffold oracy and writing, use of ipads / laptops to support writing, pictures to support key 
vocabulary being used, learning logs to remind the children of the previous learning which will support 
them a lots of child centred learning to full immerse them in their new skills and knowledge 
 
 
 

School Vision 
Explore, Discover, Achieve 

Explore – We want our children to ask questions about the planet they live on, to wonder about its 
composition, its landscapes and its waters. We want them to discover more about the British Isles, Europe 
and the rest of the world through the use of atlases and digital maps. We will use factual texts as well as 
visual aids to understand all of the above, and we will encourage children to compare and contrast how 
various geographies differ across the globe. 
 
Discover – We want Beechwood children to recognise and understand the relationship people have with the 
environments they live in, to discover the physical properties of the Earth’s surface as well the societies that 
inhabit it. We want them to understand the impact humans have on the Earth and vice versa, and to 
understand the distinction between physical geography and human geography. 
 
Achieve – Beechwood children should be able to articulate the key principles and questions described above. 
We want them to understand, in a geographical sense, the UK’s place in the world and to be able to write 
and speak expressively in line with the curriculum outcomes. We want them to be excited to learn about 
Geography at Beechwood because it will help them to understand better the planet they live on. 
 

Curriculum coverage 
Year Autumn  Spring Summer  

1 Local Area 
 
- understand geographical 
similarities and differences 
through studying the human and 
physical geography of a small 
area of the United Kingdom, and 
of a small area in a contrasting 
non-European country  
- use simple fieldwork and 
observational skills to study the 
geography of their school and its 
grounds and the key human and 
physical features of its 
surrounding environment 
 
Weather 
 
identify seasonal and daily 
weather patterns in the United 
Kingdom and the location of hot 
and cold areas of the world in 
relation to the Equator and the 
North and South Poles 

 Locational knowledge  
- name and locate the world’s 
seven continents and five oceans 
- name, locate and identify 
characteristics of the four 
countries and capital cities of the 
United Kingdom and its 
surrounding seas  
 
Map skills 
 
- use world maps, atlases and 
globes to identify the United 
Kingdom and its countries, as 
well as the countries, continents 
and oceans studied at this key 
stage 
- use simple compass directions 
(North, South, East and West) 
and locational and directional 
language [for example, near and 
far; left and right], to describe 
the location of features and 
routes on a map 



 
 

2 London/UK 
Name, locate and identify 
characteristics of 4 countries and 
capitals within UK and 
surrounding seas. 
-Label maps using atlas 
 
Use world maps, atlases and 
globes to identify the places 
Locate London on a map of the 
UK 
Look at famous monuments 
around London- Great Fire of 
London Monument 
 
Town planning in 1666 compared 
to now 

Antarctica  
Name and locate 7 continents 
and oceans  
-Label maps using atlas  
locate of hot and cold areas of 
the world 
-Child led  
Use basic geographical 
vocabulary to refer to key 
physical features 
-Antarctic fact file 
-Kenya   
 
Africa 
Identify seasonal and daily 
weather patterns in the UK 
Compare physical and human 
features. 
Kenya and UK 

- Urban and rural 
- Schools 

Homes 

Compare physical and human 
features. 
 
Rural landscape 
 
Compare physical and human 
features. 
 
Why were castles built there? 

3   Locational Knowledge 
locate the world’s countries, 
using maps  
Identify key physical and human 
characteristics, countries,  
name and locate counties  
identify the position 
Geographical Skills and 
Fieldwork 
Use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping  
Use grid references, symbols and 
key  
use fieldwork to observe, 
measure, record and present  

 

4 Regions of The World Physical 
Geography  
 
Describe and understand key 
aspects of physical geography: 
Climate zones and biomes. 

Geographical Skills and 
Fieldwork 
Mapping 
 
Use compass points, 4-figure grid 
references and coordinates to 
build knowledge of the wider 
world.  
 
Our Island 
Locational Knowledge 
 
Know and locate counties and 
cities of the United Kingdom, 
geographical regions and their 
identifying physical 
characteristics, (including hills, 
mountains, coasts and rivers) 
 

 



 
 

5 Enough for Everyone 
Ge2/1.3a    describe and 
understand key aspects of 
physical geography, including: 
rivers, mountains 
Ge2/1.3b    describe and 
understand key aspects of 
human geography, including: 
types of settlement and land use, 
economic activity including trade 
links, and the distribution of 
natural resources including 
energy, food, minerals and water 
 

Rivers – settlements etc. 
Ge2/1.1b    name and locate 
counties and cities of the United 
Kingdom, geographical regions 
and their identifying human and 
physical characteristics, key 
topographical features (including 
hills, mountains, coasts and 
rivers), and land-use patterns; 
and understand how some of 
these aspects have changed over 
time 
Ge2/1.3a    describe and 
understand key aspects of 
physical geography, including: 
climate zones, biomes and 
vegetation belts, rivers, 
mountains, volcanoes and 
earthquakes, and the water cycle 

Ordinance Survey map reading 
Ge2/1.4a    use maps, atlases, 
globes and digital/computer 
mapping to locate countries and 
describe features studied 
 
Ge2/1.4b    use the 8 points of a 
compass, 4 and 6-figure grid 
references, symbols and key 
(including the use of Ordnance 
Survey maps) to build their 
knowledge of the United 
Kingdom and the wider world 
 
Ge2/1.4c    use fieldwork to 
observe, measure, record and 
present the human and physical 
features in the local area using a 
range of methods, including 
sketch maps, plans and graphs, 
and digital technologies. 

6 Locational Knowledge  
Locate the worlds countries, 
using maps to focus on 
environmental regions 
identify the position and 
significance of latitude, 
longitude, Equator, Northern 
Hemisphere, Southern 
Hemisphere, the Tropics of 
Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and 
Antarctic Circle 

Human and Physical Geography  
physical geography, including: 
climate zones, biomes and 
vegetation belts, 
Geography skills and field work 

Impact of pollution  cover in 
English lessons 

Human and Physical Geography  
 
- Physical geography, including, 
Volcanoes and earthquakes  
 

 
Impact 

Outcomes in topic and literacy books, evidence a broad and balanced geography curriculum and 
demonstrate children’s acquisition of identified key knowledge relating to each of the identified 
national curriculum strands, as appropriate to key stage; locational knowledge, place knowledge and 
human and physical geography. This is in addition to the development and application of key skills, 
supported by fieldwork. For example, using the local area to follow maps in Key Stage 1, to comparing the 
similarities and differences in environments and communities in Lower Key Stage 2, through to debating 
world issues on pollution in Upper Key Stage 2. Through our planning and implementation, we aim to grow 
children’s subject vocabulary through learning the definitions of key words to link to each lesson. 
The impact and measure of this is to ensure that children at Beechwood Primary are equipped with 
geographical skills and knowledge that will enable them to be ready for the curriculum at Key Stage 3 and 
for life as an adult in the wider world. We want the children to have thoroughly enjoyed learning about 
Geography, therefore encouraging them to undertake new life experiences now and in the future. 
 
Monitoring and evaluation  



 
 

Learning walks, collecting of Topic books and pupil surveys will all form part of monitoring. Evidence will be 
collected from each year group and collated by Subject lead specialist. Each year group will plan lessons 
that facilitate the learning of new skills and the development of existing learned techniques. Thorough 
planning will allow cross-curricular links and support the extended use of vocabulary across the curriculum. 
Pupil voice is important to ensure that an awareness of successes, challenges and further opportunities are 
appreciated.  
 
Early Years Foundation Stage in Beechwood 
The EYFS framework is organised across seven areas of learning rather than subject areas. The most 
relevant aspects of Geography are from the areas of learning of Mathematics and Understanding the 
World.  
Specifically at Beechwood, children in EYFS are encouraged to: 
• Look at and talk about where they live 
• Learn that they live in (Woodley) which is in England 
• Talk about different places that they visit eg. The park, the beach, the farm and can talk similarities and 

differences 
• Explore maps and make their own maps (often linked to a story) 
• Listen to stories which are set in different places, particularly different countries 
• Explore different places through varying topics 
• Have on display a large map of the world on which link flags, land, sea plus other places of interest 
 
 
Other relevant documents 

 


