
 

 

December 24, 2020 

 

Dear fellow Conference member, 

On December 12, AAGV held its board meeting where we heard reports on our 

financials through the end of October, preliminary budgets for AA Grapevine and 

AA La Viña for 2021, updates on the new Youtube channel, website activities, 

upcoming new books and magazines and much more. There are so many wonderful 

things to report on from AAGV in spite of the worldwide pandemic and the major 

effects it is having on Alcoholics Anonymous. One of those is Grapevine and La Viña 

new subscription packages, beginning January 1, 2021. 

The main reason for my letter is to let you know the status of the AAGV and AALV 

financial situation during this difficult time and also to express our gratitude for the 

efforts that individuals, groups, districts, areas and intergroups are putting forth, 

to not only help the AAGV and AALV to sustain financially, but also to carry the 

message to those who really need it during these challenging months. 

As of the end of October, AA Grapevine has estimated a loss of just over $300,000; 

and the cost of AA La Viña (above the income it receives from subscription sales) is 

just over $250,000. Due to the cancellation of the Detroit International Convention 

and the long-term closings of AA meetings and Intergroup/Central Offices, AAGV 

has experienced a significant reduction in its book sales this year. There has also 

been a significant reduction in La Viña magazine subscriptions.  

One way that members can help alcoholics in need and also help support the AAGV 

and AALV is through our Carry the Message Project. Since our primary purpose is 

to carry the message to the still suffering alcoholic, I am very excited about our 

Carry the Message Project. Members, groups, districts, committees, areas and 

intergroups can purchase gift certificates to either 1) give to someone you know (a 

newcomer, a doctor, a counselor, someone in a prison, etc.) or 2) give that gift 

certificate back to AAGV to get subscriptions into the hands of those seeking help 



and literature through our General Service Office corrections desk. You can also 

just purchase a subscription for a sponsee or friend. This year over 4,200 

subscriptions have been placed in the hands of those who needed them through 

our Carry the Message Project.  

Please find information about Carry the Message at: 

https://www.aagrapevine.org/carry-the-message 

We are trying our best. With your support, we can turn this around if we stay 

focused and diligent. The AA Grapevine is here to serve the Fellowship, so please 

feel free to reach out and let us know your thoughts and how we can better serve 

you. 

Grapevine and La Viña are wonderful Twelfth Step tools. Their current, up-to-date 

shared stories of hope are extremely important in keeping Alcoholics Anonymous 

members connected, especially at this time. They are our International Journals of 

Alcoholics Anonymous and are vital in our efforts to Carry the AA Message. 

We are all in this together. On behalf of the AAGV Board and AAGV employees we 

are grateful for your contributions to our magazines and your continued guidance 

and support during this unprecedented year.  

Gratefully yours, in service to A.A., 

Kathi F. 

A.A. Grapevine Chairperson 

https://www.aagrapevine.org/carry-the-message

