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“ The COVID-19 
pandemic has been a 
global health crisis, 
deeply affecting the 
financial stability 
and livelihood of our 
community members, 
many of whom 
were once solvent 
and are now facing 
underemployment  or 
unemployment. Not 
to mention those 
individuals and families 
who were struggling 
prior to the crisis, 
barely scraping by 
with minimum-wage 
employment, and now 
find it impossible to 
survive. They are the 
new faces of hunger.   
At Lunch Break, 
through a generous 
grant from the 
Monmouth Park 
Charity Fund, we have 
been able to continue 
providing a lifeline for 
those in need, affording 
them life’s basic 
necessities and a path 
to self-sufficiency.”

  
      
       Gwendolyn O. Love 
       Executive Director
       Lunch Break



I hope my message finds everyone healthy as 
we slowly resume normalcy in our daily lives. 
COVID-19 turned our lives upside down in 2020. 
My prayers continue for all who have suffered 
loss during the pandemic. The past year has been 
very tough for our families, friends, and those 
we serve through our grant programs. It reminds 
us that the selfless acts of kindness we offer our 
community by supporting Monmouth County 

residents through our non-profit agencies is so critically important. 
It is with great pride that I share with you that Monmouth Park Charity 

Fund (MPCF), although struggling like most of our local agencies, 
continued to raise and distribute funds to non-profit organizations that 
provided healthcare, at-risk, and special needs services. MPCF continued  
to live its mission because of the dedication and amazing support we 
received from our donors, volunteers, and Board of Trustees. 

MPCF was able to fund Accomplish More Together Grants, Winner 
Circle Transformational Grants, and our Traditional Legacy Grants, 
although not at the level of previous years. However, in the wake of the 
pandemic, MPCF mobilized Emergency Assistance Grants to support four 
local charities that were most affected by COVID-19 because of the success 
of our 2019 Kentucky Derby Celebration and Tin Cup fundraising events. 
I want to thank all who supported us in the past to make this most-needed 
funding possible.

Unfortunately, the pandemic forced us to cancel all of our in-person 
fundraisers in 2020. However, most of those who committed to attend our 
signature social event  - Kentucky Derby Celebration - graciously declined 
refunds and donated those dollars to MPCF.  

We did host one fundraiser - a virtual estate/garage sale organized and 
implemented by our Director of Operations, Debi Heptig. Through our 
network of community philanthropists and past supporters, we raised 
approximately $10,000. 

As we look ahead, I strongly believe that the MPCF will rebound from 
2020 more determined to meet the needs of Monmouth County residents 
through our resilient agencies. We look forward to the May 7, 2022 
Kentucky Derby Celebration to honor Anita Roselle, Jeremy Grunin, and 
BCB Bank with all the fanfare that they deserve.

On behalf of the MPCF Board of Trustees, I want to thank you for your 
support and commitment because, together, we make a difference in the 
lives of our neighbors.

Maureen Lloyd
President
Monmouth Park Charity Fund
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GRANT PROGRAMS

 EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE GRANTS 

The MPCF Board of Trustees approved four 
Emergency Assistance Grants in April 2020 in 
response to the COVID-19 pandemic. In times 
of local emergencies, MPCF determines the 
greatest needs in our community and provides 
grants to impactfully address those critical 
services to support our neighbors. 

2020 Grant Recipients
Each of the following agencies received a 
$10,000 grant to help local Monmouth County 
residents facing hardship regarding food, shelter, 
medical and additional emergent basic needs:   
• Lunch Break
• Interfaith Neighbors
• HABcore
• Parker Family Health Center

TRADITIONAL LEGACY GRANTS 

MPCF, like all non-profits, had to approach 
fundraising differently as its signature event, the 
Kentucky Derby Celebration, was cancelled due 
to COVID-19. Our Traditional Legacy Grants 
have been mainly funded by this event for the 
past 16 years. However, the best social party of 
the season was not to be in 2020, but that did 
not stop MPCF from fundraising.

The Heal Our Community Campaign  
was launched to uphold our commitment to 
maintain our Traditional Legacy Grant program.  
With the outpouring of support from our 
donors, MPCF was able to distribute Traditional 
Legacy Grants to deserving agencies this year. 

The Board of Trustees, along with the MPCF 
staff, would like to extend our deepest thanks 
to the supporters listed below who pivoted 
their 2020 Kentucky Derby sponsorships, 
advertisements, and reservations to the Heal 
Our Community Campaign. 

With great appreciation, our supporters  
are as follows:
•  Jeremy Grunin and Grunin Holdings/ 

The Grunin Foundation 
• BCB Community Bank 
• Jersey Mikes 
• Hackensack Meridian Health 

MISSION 

The mission of the Monmouth Park 

Charity Fund is to raise and distribute 

funds to non-profit agencies in Monmouth 

County, New Jersey that provide services 

for those in need of healthcare, those at 

risk in the community, and those in need 

of special services. 

HISTORY  
Monmouth Park Charity Fund, Inc. (MPCF) is a 
community-based 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization 
governed by its volunteer Board of Trustees. Its rich 
history dates back to 1946 when a group led by the 
late President of the Monmouth Park Jockey Club, 
Amory L. Haskell of Middletown, spearheaded the 
revival of Monmouth Park Racetrack. 

Mr. Haskell, with his partner the late Philip 
H. Iselin, Treasurer, invited 15 friends and 
acquaintances to brainstorm a strategy to thank 
the residents of Monmouth County for making 
their dream of the revival of the Monmouth Park 
Racetrack a reality. The result was to establish 
a non-profit entity that would raise funds to be 
distributed to area human service organizations as 
their way to give back to their community.  

This fundraising committee, known as the 
“Charity Ball Ladies,” successfully held the first 
Charity Ball and Carnival at the Racetrack in 1947. 
The same year that MPCF was incorporated. Hence, 
the “giving back to Monmouth County” tradition 
began, and continues to this day.

The New Jersey Sports and Exposition Authority 
purchased the Monmouth Park Jockey Club in 1986 
and honored its tradition by providing office space 
for MPCF to support its fundraising activities. 

Today the MPCF, through the support of its Board 
of Trustees, volunteers and donors, raises the 
majority of its funds through events. Its signature 
event, the Kentucky Derby Day Celebration, is a 
tribute to those who established the non-profit 
organization and those who keep the tradition of 
“giving back” today.

MPCF has raised close to $10 million since its 
incorporation in 1947.
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• John & Maureen Lloyd 
• Joe & Anita Roselle 
• Tom & Linda Sirico 
• OceanFirst Bank
•  Stillwell-Hanson, Carol Stillwell & 

Mary Ann Larkin
• Artis Senior Living of Eatontown
• Holt Construction 
• UBS Financial 
•  Monmouth Medical Center & 

Monmouth Medical Center 
Foundation

• Warren Diamond Foundation 
• John & Robin Klein 
• David Gruskos 
• Barbara Black 
• Anthony & Pam Diaco 
•  Family First Funding, LLC,  

Tom Sirico
• Bill & Sandy Mullaney 
• Robert & Barbara Rumsby 
• CBA INDUSTRIES 
•  Ann Marie Walsh & 

Dr. Kenneth Nahum
• New Jersey Natural Gas 
• Hope Haskell Jones 
• Ro Sorce 
• Anabel Foundation 
•  The Lionheart Fund/ Peter &  

Lily Kemmerer 
• Bayshore Recycling 
• Dr. Gregory Greco 
•  George Harms Construction  

Co., Inc.
•  Imperial Healthcare Rehabilitation 

& Nursing Center
• Holman Frenia Allison 
• Monmouth University 
• Maria Farhat Tanzola 
• Nobility Crest 
• Charlotte Foster 
• Comfort Keepers 
• Barry Shapiro 
• Morgan Stanley, Frank Garruzzo
•  Ansell Grimm & Aaron,  

Bob Honecker 
• Brian & Emily Long 
• Richard & Judith Glassman 
• iPlay America 
• Great Restaurants 
•  Family First Funding LLC,  

Barbara Rittman
• EHS Appraisal Management 
•  Seaview Orthopaedic &  

Medical Associates
• We Care Medical Adult Care 
• The Chelsea at Shrewsbury 
• Atrium Health & Senior Living 
• Guaranteed Rate Affinity 
• Law Offices of Jeffrey P. Ferrier
• Jeanne Wagner
• Falk & Flottern 

• Dr. Moskowitz 
• Bethany Wines & Liquors  
• Shore Point Funeral Home  
• Caldwell Banker Holmdel 
• Silvana Buckley 
• Sandra Maninha
• Alice Houston 
• Christine Stephan 
• Kathryn Burns 
• Pebble Creek Golf Club 
• Huddy’s Inn
• Joann Montagna
• Michelle Casserly
• Evie Haas
• Lynn Snyder

Virtual Holiday  
Shopping Auction
The MPCF raised nearly $10,000 
through its “Black Friday Giving 
Tuesday” fundraiser. Forty-eight 
wonderful items were donated by 
our generous supporters making 
it possible for 100 percent of 
the funds to be allocated to our 
Traditional Legacy Grants. 

2020 Grant Recipients
MPCF’s Traditional Legacy Grant 
Program, established in 1947,  
serves as the core of  its purpose  
and mission. Unfortunately, 
based on the cancellation of our 
fundraisers, the Board of Trustees 
were forced to limit the number  
of grant recipients. 

The 2020 Traditional Legacy  
Grant agency awardees are: 
•  180 Turning Lives Around
•  Boys and Girls Club of Monmouth 

County
•  Brookdale Community College 

Foundation, Joan Litwan Nursing 
Program

•  Collier Youth Services
•  Common Ground Grief Center
•  Food Justice at Trinity
•  Hackensack Meridian  

Health Foundation
•  Jewish Family and Children’s  

Center of Monmouth County
•  Mercy Center
•  Ronald McDonald House
•  SCAN-Social Community  

Activities Network
•  Society for the Prevention of  

Teen Suicide
•  The Samaritan Center
•  St. Dorothea’s Church/  

St. Vincent DePaul Society 

•  SPUR
•  FULFILL 

The 73rd Annual Roberta O. 
Fox Distribution of Funds Tea 
took place virtually on Thursday, 
November 19, 2020 to celebrate the 
agencies that were awarded grants. 

ACCOMPLISH MORE  
TOGETHER GRANTS
 
In Partnership with  
New Jersey Natural Gas 

MPCF and New Jersey Natural Gas 
embarked on a partnership in 2017 
to offer $5,000 competitive grants 
to agencies that collaborate on a 
program or project that is innovative 
and builds on each agency’s strengths 
to increase service capacity.

2020 Grant Recipients
Four $5,000 grants were awarded 
on March 12, 2020 to support  
the following innovative programs 
or projects:

CPC Behavioral Healthcare & 
Visiting Nurse Association (VNA) 
of Central Jersey
Community Centered  
Counseling & Case Management 
This partnership provides for the 
provision of short-term therapy 
and case management services 
for identified  economically 
disadvantaged Monmouth County 
children, teens, adults and families 
requiring professional mental 
health services and/or substance 
abuse services. This program 
reaches individuals where they 
live, in and around the Keyport 
and Asbury Park VNA of Central 
Jersey Community Health Center 
locations. 

Shore Club House &  
Project Write Now
Expressions of  Hope 
This partnership focuses on helping 
those with severe and persistent 
mental illness to develop writing 
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and communication skills necessary 
to seek employment. Fostering 
resilience and personal growth, the 
goal of this partnership is to help 
individuals return to work and get 
back to life. At the end of the year, 
all participants receive a published 
anthology of their works and are 
invited to a Writer’s Celebration to 
share readings. Alleviating isolation 
and supporting creative expression 
helps individuals with the  
healing process.

Lunch Break & Family Promise
Life Skills &  
Employment Training 
This partnership provides the 
necessary life skills training and 
education to homeless individuals 
who desire to gain employment and 
maintain self-sufficiency. Support 
includes transportation and dinner. 
Training includes budgeting, 
financial management, job training 
and job search (resume writing  
and submitting applications),  
all conducted in a supportive  
group setting. 

Mental Health Association & 
Bloom Again Foundation
Bloom Again Case Management 
This partnership stabilizes the lives 
of working, head-of-household 
women living near the poverty 
level who are facing a medical crisis 
and are in need of help to pay 
bills covering basic needs. These 

WINNERS 
CIRCLE

SOCIETY

Monmouth Park 
Charity Fund

women are also given longer term 
case management and resource 
referrals to over 60 organizations 
that provide critical support to help 
keep families in their homes and 
financially stable as they manage 
their medical emergency. 

TRANSFORMATIONAL 
GRANTS

The Winners Circle Society 
(WCS) serves as the sustaining 
foundation of the MPCF mission 
while influencing creative funding 
pathways to meet the changing 
needs of Monmouth County 
residents. Members of the Winners 
Circle Society are individual donors 
who make an annual contribution. 
The dollars raised through the 
WCS are split into two revenue 
streams - half of the funds raised are 
allocated to sustain MPCF, and the 
other half are allocated to provide 
a Transformational Grant to a local 
agency. WCS members participate 

in determining who receives the 
annual Transformational Grant.

2020 Winners Circle  
Society Members
• Denise Anderson, Ph.D.
• Jennifer M. Anderson 
• Patricia K Bailey 
• Nona Balaban 
• Barbara Black 
• Lois Broder 
• Kimberly N. Caesar 
• Marguerite Cavalero 
• Karen Conway 
• Hope & Jim Corcoran 
• Everett & Joyce Cruz, Jr. 
• Diane M. Cusa* 
• Warren Diamond Foundation
•  The Diehl Family - Tim, Jen,  

Jaiden & Dakota 
• Deborah DiLeo Zaborowski
• Thomas Donovan 
• Robert D. & Judith Falese. Jr. 
• Abbey Feiler-Kober 
• Charlotte Foster 
• Garland Elder Law Offices 
•  Jeremy Grunin/The Grunin 

Foundation 
• David Gruskos 
• Lt. Governor Kim Guadagno
• Marta & Juan Guittierez 
• George & Ruth Harms 
• Hope Haskell Jones 
• Tom & Regina Hayes 
• Matt & Lauren Holman 
• Marie & Ron Importico 
• Margaret Kingsley 
• Robin & John Klein 
• Mary Ann Larkin 
• Kevin J. Leahy 
• Maureen & John Lloyd 
• Lisa & Rick Loshiavo 

a special thanks
It was 75 years ago, in 1946, when a group of local 
women, led by Mrs. Haskell and Mrs. Islen came 
together to be known as the “Charity Ball Ladies.” 
These visionary women established the Monmouth 
Park Charity Fund (MPCF) to raise and distribute 
dollars to local charities that provide critical services 
to the residents of Monmouth County.  

Fast forward to today as MPCF continues to carry 
on the tradition and to be a leader in allocating grants 
to local non-profit agencies that serve our neighbors 
in need. We are forever grateful to these pioneering 
women for their dedication and commitment. 

They paved the way for us to support those who serve others. It is our honor to continue the legacy.
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• Holly Lyttle 
• James & Heidi Maggs 
• Nancy & Dominick Mazza 
• Valerie & Frank Montecalvo
• H. William & Sandra Mullaney
• Anita & Joe Roselle 
• Barry Shapirio 
• Linda & Tom Sirico 
• SORCE 
• Carol Stillwell 
• Vincent & Maria Farhat Tanzola
• The Anabel Foundation 
• The Butcher Block 
• Philip J. Villapiano 
• Terrance & Jeanne Wall 
•  Kenneth Naham &  

Ann Marie Walsh 
• Ross & Teri Zimmerman

*  Our beloved Diane M. Cusa  
passed away this year. A member  
of MPCF for many years, she  
was a woman of integrity, 
commitment and compassion.  

“ We are grateful to 

Monmouth Park Charity 

Fund and the Winner’s  

Circle Society members 

for their support of The 

Arc’s mission and our 

served individuals.  

The sensory room 

provides a new tool for 

continued learning.”
  
        Robert Angel
       Executive Director
       The ARC of Monmouth County

to all five of The Arc of 
Monmouth’s day programs 
and incorporated into daytime 
schedules. The sensory room will 
be filled with special  equipment 
to engage the senses, such as 
aromatherapy diffusers,  
fiber optics and lighted features, 
tactile walls, and a sound system.  
Many adults with I/DD have 
difficulty processing sensory 
input, which  can lead to feeling 
overwhelmed, inattention and 
anxiety. Sensory rooms have 
demonstrated various benefits  
for people with I/DD including  
an improved attention span, 
decreased stress and anxiety, 
increased communication  
and learning to process sensory 
input, as well as adaptation to 
changing environments.

She will be deeply missed by  
all who had the privilege  
of knowing her. 

2020 Agency Recipient
The ARC of Monmouth County 
The inaugural Transformational 
Grant of $13,750 was distributed 
in September 2020 and will benefit 
between 125 to 150 adults with 
Autism, Down Syndrome or 
other intellectual/developmental 
disabilities (I/DD) to launch a  
new program to install a sensory 
room in the Green Grove 
Achievement Center. 

The Green Grove Achievement 
Center specializes in caring for 
adults dually diagnosed with a 
developmental disability and a 
mental health diagnosis. The 
sensory room will be accessible  

Revenue Assessment

CONTACT INFORMATION 
Debi Heptig  
Director of Operations 

monmouthparkcharity@gmail.com  
732-571-5325 
mpcharityfund.org 

Find out how you can make a 
difference in Monmouth County!
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175 Oceanport Avenue

Oceanport, NJ  07757

732-571-5325

“ On behalf of the 
children and families 
of Monmouth Day Care 
Center, I would like 
to thank you for your 
grant. The Monmouth 
Park Charity Fund has 
been a good friend to 
the Monmouth Day 
Care Center for many 
years. We appreciate 
your continued support. 
Without friends like 
you we could not 
continue to provide a 
quality early childhood 
program to the children 
from families who are 
struggling to make  
ends meet.”

  
       Heidi Zaentz
       Executive Director
       Monmouth Day Care Center
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“ We are humbled to be 
among the charities 
honored at the annual 
tea, organizations that 
represent the best of 
our community. With the 
fund’s help, our patients 
will lead healthier 
and more productive 
lives, and our medical 
volunteers can continue 
caring for those  
in need.”

  
       Eugene F. Cheslock, MD
       President
       Parker Family Health Center

“ Heart disease is the 
single largest health 
threat for women’s lives 
each year in the United 
States. This thoughtful 
gift will enable 
CentraState to provide 
the latest advancements 
in women’s heart 
healthcare and 
educate patients and 
their families about 
advancements in 
women’s heart health. 
Your support will help 
make a meaningful 
difference in the lives 
of the women in our 
community.”

  
       Nancy Barone, CFRE
       Vice President Development
       Centrastate Healthcare

mpcharityfund.org

monmouthparkcharity@gmail.com Follow Us on


