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NFL Makes Gift to Louisiana Domestic Violence Programs  

Affected by Flood 
 

Baton Rouge, Louisiana – The Louisiana Coalition Against Domestic Violence (LCADV) 

announced today that the National Football League has made a $20,000 donation to the LCADV 

Disaster Fund in response to the state’s recent flooding.  

 

The floods affected six of the domestic violence programs in the state with issues ranging from 

staffing problems to substantial facility damage.  Approximately 30 women and children residents 

in domestic violence shelters had to be evacuated from those shelter locations during the flood.  

 

Three facilities sustained moderate damage due to the flooding and accompanying storms.  

Damages include roof deterioration with partial cave-ins and extensive flooding that destroyed 

carpeting and contents, including school supplies, furniture and children’s items.  LCADV 

estimates total damages to these programs are in excess of $100,000.  

 

Beth Meeks, Executive Director of LCADV, says that this is particularly difficult as many of the 

programs have little or no insurance and will not qualify for much aid.  Additionally, the programs 

were affected by cuts in the state budget this year.  “These are not programs that have reserves 

sitting around.  They are using all the funds they typically have just to maintain daily operations,” 

said Meeks.  She is also concerned that the flooding will cut in to vital community and business 

donations that the programs rely on.   

 

Besides facility repairs, programs are still trying to support many survivors of domestic violence 

who were affected by the disaster while already in vulnerable situations.  “There are dozens of 

survivors who have recently moved out of shelters to start independent living who have lost some 

or all possessions and are effectively starting over for a second time in weeks.” Meeks said. 

Programs are in contact with these women and are offering them support, supplies and assisting 

with rehousing whenever possible.     
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Meeks praised the NFL support saying, “We are grateful for their ongoing commitment to the 

support of domestic violence programs.  They acted very quickly when they heard about our 

needs.  While the generous support from the NFL does not solve all the problems it is a healthy 

start.”  More information regarding the LCADV Disaster Fund and how you can donate, can be 

found online at www.lcadv.org/disaster-fund.  

 

# # # 

 

The Louisiana Coalition Against Domestic Violence (LCADV) is a state wide network of battered women’s 

programs, other organizations and individuals who share the goal of ending violence against women and 

children in Louisiana.  LCADV empowers its members through advocacy, education, resource development 

and technical assistance. 
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