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RECOMMENDATIONS 

 
Local fatality review teams were also asked to submit recommendations for systems changes 
based upon the themes and problems identified in the cases under review. 
 
The following themes emerged from the recommendations:  (1) Education; (2) Law 
enforcement; (3) The Court System; (4) Family violence programs; and (5) Coordinated 
Community Response. 
 
EDUCATION 

 
Most local teams recommended continued training for those organizations and agencies 
servicing domestic violence victims, with a special emphasis on law enforcement and the court 
system. 
 
These reviews found that domestic violence victims and perpetrators were most likely to interact 
with law enforcement agencies and the court system.  In addition to knowledge of the laws 
relating to domestic violence, it is essential that law enforcement officers, judges, hearing 
officers, and prosecutors have an understanding of the dynamics of domestic violence. 
 
Mandatory domestic violence training for law enforcement officers, judges, hearing officers, and 
prosecutors should include instruction on the following preventative measures: 
 
 
Law Enforcement Officers 
 

• Full compliance with all domestic violence laws, including but not limited to the duties 
of law enforcement officers and the laws governing arrest, enforcement of protective 
orders, and the crimes of domestic abuse battery, stalking, and violation of protective 
orders 

 
• Improved evidence collection, enabling successful prosecution with or without the 

victim’s cooperation 
 

• Use of lethality assessment tools when responding to domestic violence calls 
 
 
 
Judges, Hearing Officers, and Prosecutors 
 

• Full compliance with all domestic violence laws relating to civil, criminal, and 
juvenile proceedings 

 
• Use of lethality assessment tools 

 
• Use of all available resources when making a bail determination, including 

arrest and conviction records and the records contained in the Louisiana 
Protective Order Registry 
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• Use of Uniform Abuse Prevention Orders as a part of the disposition, sentence or 
bail condition of a criminal matter 

 
• Referral to Batterers Intervention Program 

 

• Adequate monitoring of domestic violence perpetrators 
 

• Implementation of best practices for handling domestic violence cases in civil, criminal, 
and juvenile proceedings 

 
 
Victim  advocates  could  also  benefit  from  continued  training  that  addresses  the dynamics of 
domestic violence, Louisiana’s domestic violence laws, and Louisiana’s criminal justice system.  
Additional training is needed for victim advocates that plan to conduct trainings for law 
enforcement officers, judges, hearing officers, and prosecutors. 
 
Education was also recommended for other community members, such as mental health and 
medical professionals, first responders, and faith community leaders. 
 
 
LAW ENFORCEMENT 

 
Frequently, a law enforcement officer is the first contact a domestic violence victim has 
with the criminal justice system.   The following recommendations were made for law 
enforcement agencies seeking to improve their response to domestic violence: 
 

• Increase information  sharing  between  law  enforcement  agencies  to  assist  in 
identifying domestic violence perpetrators 

 
• Fully comply with the Louisiana Public Records Act (La. R.S. 44:1, et seq.), which 

states that an initial police report is public record 
 

• Release initial police reports for calls flagged as domestic violence to the local 
family violence program and district attorney’s office 

 
• Contract with local family violence program to provide support and assistance for 

victims 
 
 

In order to insure the safety of both the domestic violence victim and responding officer, the 
following recommendations were made for law enforcement officers responding to a domestic 
violence call: 
 

• Use all reasonable means to prevent further abuse 
 

• •Arrest the domestic violence perpetrator, with or without a warrant pursuant to La. 
C.Cr.P. Art. 213, if a felony or a misdemeanor crime which endangers the safety of the 
abused person, whether or not the offense occurred in the presence of the officer 
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• •Use  all  reasonable  means  to  enforce  an  Order  of  Protection,  including 
immediate arrest of the violator 

 

• •Arrest the predominant aggressor—not both parties—as determined using the factors 
listed in La. R.S. 46:2140(B) 

 

• Notify the domestic violence victim of the availability of community assistance for victims 
 

 
➢ Provide a carbon-copy referral slip with contact information for the local 

family violence program and document referral in report 
 

➢ Prior to leaving residence, and in addition to providing a referral slip, 
assist the victim in calling the local family violence program 

 

• Arrange,  provide,  or  assist  in  the  procurement  of  transportation  for  the domestic 
violence victim to the local family violence program 

 
• Notify the domestic violence victim of the right to initiate criminal or civil 

proceedings and of the availability of an Order of Protection 
 

• Provide and complete victim notice and registration forms in compliance with La. R.S. 
46:1844(T) 
 

• Have dispatch provide a detailed history of previous calls involving a domestic violence 
perpetrator and/or residence so that responding officers are aware of any risk factors 
they may encounter in their interaction with the perpetrator and victim 
 

 
• Implement policies and procedures to prevent compassion fatigue 

 
THE COURT SYSTEM 

 
Louisiana has already provided judges, hearing officers, and prosecutors with excellent 
tools to prevent and respond to domestic violence.  In addition to fully complying with 
all domestic violence laws, the following recommendations for the court system were 
made: 
 

• Conduct  a  systems  analysis  for  the  purpose  of  identifying  areas  needing 
improvement 

 
• Provide   for   specialized   training   in   domestic   violence,   including   lethality 

assessment 
 

• Develop and employ best practices for handling domestic violence cases in civil, 
criminal, and juvenile proceedings 

 

• Encourage  increased  communication between  different  members  of  the  civil, 
criminal, and juvenile justice systems, including judges, law enforcement, district 
attorneys, and public defenders 
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• Utilize available resources when making a bail determination, including arrest 

and  conviction  records  and  Orders  of  Protection  submitted  to  Louisiana 
Protective Order Registry 

 
• Utilize  LPOR  Form  17  and  include  Criminal  Order  of  Protection  in  bail 

restrictions, sentencing orders, and conditions of probation 
 

• Encourage improved court security through the use of metal detectors, cameras, 
and other safety measures 

 

• Encourage establishment of effective Batterers Intervention Programs in every 
jurisdiction 

 
• Refer defendants to Batterers Intervention Program, rather than generic anger 

management program, and monitor progress 
 
FAMILY VIOLENCE PROGRAMS 

 
In addition to providing comprehensive services to victims, family violence programs 
promote public awareness of domestic violence through community outreach initiatives. The 
following recommendations were made for those programs seeking to improve victim services 
and community relations: 
 

• Promote collaboration between local family violence programs, district courts, law 
enforcement agencies, coroners and district attorneys to provide more effective 
protection for domestic violence victims 

 
• Increase community outreach and education initiatives 

 
• Promote the use of release authorization forms, when a lethality assessment so merits, 

in order to disclose information that may be of use in the protection of a victim, 
prosecution of a perpetrator, or assistance in the fatality review process, in the event of 
a fatality 

 
• Develop protocols for responding to a domestic violence fatality occurring in 

program’s service area 
 

• Improve  media  relations  by  providing  members  of  the  press  with  domestic 
violence training opportunities 

 
 
COORDINATED COMMUNITY RESPONSE 

 
The DVFR Project is advocacy-based   and   adheres   to   the   basic   principle   that 
communities   must   work   together   to   provide   safety   for   victims—a   coordinated 
community response.    The following recommendations promote cooperation, communication 
and collaboration among agencies, organizations, and individuals that provide services to 
domestic violence victims: 
 

• Establish a community support system for a domestic violence victim who has 
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initiated contact with law enforcement 
 

• Develop public service announcements to increase informational services for the 
community-at-large 

 
• Develop accessible resources  for  the  community-at-large  on  preventing  and 

responding to domestic violence 
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