
SAM/UEI Guidance
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You will need to have your UEI and SAM registration expiration date to

complete the Bridge Navigator Program application.
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OVERVIEW
To complete the CalBridge Behavioral Health Navigator Program (Bridge Navigator Program) application,

Applicant Entities will be required to provide a Unique Entity Identifier (UEI) and the expiration date of

their System for Award Management (SAM) registration. The UEI is a 12-digit alphanumeric identifier

used by SAM.gov to identify a unique entity. Obtaining a UEI is the initial step in the SAM entity

registration process and registers an entity in the federal awarding lifecycle in SAM.gov. SAM (System for

Award Management) is a federal government owned and operated free website that consolidates

information about all registered entities that are eligible to receive government funding. UEI and SAM

registration are separate activities. PHI/CA Bridge cannot issue a contract without verification of the

Applicant Entity’s UEI and SAM.gov registration.

SAM.gov has recently transitioned from using DUNS to UEI as the method to verify an entity. If your

entity has a DUNS number, you have been assigned a UEI number and will need to log into SAM.gov to

access it. Link to Quick Start Guide.

SAM.gov is the best resource for all questions related to UEI and SAM registration. SAM.gov has links to

robust FAQs and how-to videos. The resources on SAM.gov may still refer to DUNS, which is no longer

required after April 2, 2022.
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APPLICANT ENTITY SCENARIOS
SAM and UEI Need Verification

If the Applicant Entity is already registered in SAM, verify UEI and SAM expiration date by logging into

SAM.gov. Link to guidance from SAM.gov.

SAM Registration Expired

If the Applicant Entity needs to renew SAM registration, log into SAM.gov. Link to guidance.

No SAM Registration or UEI

If the Applicant Entity does not have a UEI or SAM registration, begin the UEI and SAM registration

process.

● Create an account with SAM.gov.

● For UEI, you will need the legal business name, physical address (including ZIP + 4), and a

SAM.gov account. You will also need your Taxpayer ID Number and Taxpayer Name (as listed on

the most recent tax return). The TIN is usually the Employer Identification Number assigned by

the IRS.

● After receiving the UEI, continue with the SAM registration (see the following section below).

SAM Registration Only

If the Applicant Entity has a UEI but is not yet registered on SAM.gov, begin the SAM registration process

at SAM.gov.

● Link to video

● What materials do you need to prepare? Screen by screen walk through

● Entity Registration Checklist on this page

● Link to SAM.gov guide

SAM/UEI FAQ
Why does my hospital have to register for SAM if we’re not directly receiving a federal award?

The Bridge Navigator Program is supported with federal funding. Federally funded contracts for more

than $25,000 require registration with SAM.gov.

My hospital is registered in SAM, but the person who managed the login has left. What should I do?

If your hospital has a SAM registration but does not have an existing Entity Administrator, SAM.gov

requires a notarized letter to give access to a new entity administrator on existing registrations where

there is no existing administrator to approve your role request. Link to guidance on SAM.gov
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https://www.fsd.gov/gsafsd_sp?id=kb_article_view&sysparm_article=KB0041254&sys_kb_id=a05adbae1b59f8982fe5ed7ae54bcbba&spa=1
https://www.fsd.gov/gsafsd_sp?id=gsafsd_kb_articles&sys_id=9d066a8e1b9530982fe5ed7ae54bcbfa
http://www.sam.gov
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TNnCTYbGzH4
https://www.fsd.gov/gsafsd_sp?id=kb_article_view&sysparm_article=KB0039521
https://sam.gov/content/entity-registration
https://www.fsd.gov/gsafsd_sp?id=kb_article_view&sysparm_article=KB0016844&sys_kb_id=ff1c0710dbb3f410060d5425f3961980&spa=1
https://www.fsd.gov/gsafsd_sp?id=kb_article_view&sysparm_article=KB0016652
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Which option should I select for “Why are you registering this entity to do business with the U.S.

government?” a) I want to be able to bid on federal contracts or other procurement opportunities. I

also want to be able to apply for grants, leans, and other financial assistance programs. b) I only want

to apply for federal assistance opportunities like grants, loans, and other financial assistance

programs.

It is the responsibility of the hospital to determine the answer to this question. Contact your business

development, grants, or special projects office for how to answer this question for your hospital.

The SAM.gov application asks for bank account info and routing number. Does PHI/CA Bridge receive

that information?

The bank account information you provide via SAM.gov is not shared with PHI/CA Bridge. For payments

from PHI/CA Bridge, you will have to provide this information directly to payments@phi.org. (See Bridge

Navigator Program Request for Applications (RFA) and Attachment 1: Application Guidance for more

information.)

What is the Disaster Response Registry?

This is for entities willing to provide services in a disaster. Registering for this would speed contracts with

the federal government in the event of a disaster.

What are all these codes in the SAM.gov registration process?

SAM.gov Guide to Codes - provides an overview of:

● MPIN

● CAGE (entities do not need this in advance of registering on SAM.gov)

● NCAGE

● NAICS (describes what type of business you are)

● FSC

● PSC (this is an optional question)

● TIN

What is EDI?

EDI stands for Electronic Data Interchange. This is optional. Most registrants do not provide EDI

information in SAM.gov.

I need more help. Who can I contact?

● Check for answers within your hospital. The SAM application has a lot of entity-specific

information that only hospital staff will know.

● Review information on the Federal Service Desk. They have searchable resources and a live chat

option.
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mailto:payments@phi.org
https://cabridge.org/wp-content/uploads/request-for-applications.pdf
https://cabridge.org/wp-content/uploads/request-for-applications.pdf
https://cabridge.org/wp-content/uploads/attachment-1-application-preview.pdf
https://www.fsd.gov/gsafsd_sp?id=gsafsd_kb_articles&sys_id=202ee9fd1b118d9006b09796bc4bcbf6
https://www.fsd.gov/gsafsd_sp?id=gsafsd_kb_articles&sys_id=458dc39cdbb3f410060d5425f39619f5
https://www.edibasics.com/what-is-edi/
https://www.fsd.gov/gsafsd_sp
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EXCEPTIONS FOR PENDING SAM REGISTRATION
All Applicant Entities need to have a UEI to apply for the Bridge Navigator Program. If an entity does not

have a UEI, creating an UEI is a quick process on SAM.gov. The entity will receive the UEI number shortly

after submitting their information on SAM.gov. UEI video: Link to how to video START 3.01 This video

refers to the DUNS number, which is outdated.

SAM registration or renewal can take 12 to 15 days or longer if the information the entity provides to

SAM.gov requires a review by someone within the U.S. General Services Administration.

In the event that an Applicant Entity has a UEI and has submitted their SAM registration or renewal

application via SAM.gov but has not received confirmation that the registration is active, the Applicant

Entity can still apply for Bridge Navigator Program funding. As part of the Bridge Navigator Program

application, the Applicant Entity must provide evidence that the SAM registration or renewal application

has been submitted (e.g., an image or PDF confirming submission of SAM application or renewal

application).

Once the Applicant Entity receives confirmation that SAM registration is active, the Applicant Entity must

send that confirmation and the SAM registration expiration date to navigatorprogram@cabridge.org.

PHI/CA Bridge cannot issue a contract without verification of an active SAM.gov registration.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4Hqs_L0B5kI
mailto:navigatorprogram@cabridge.org

