
Since moving to our new facility 

in 2010, we’ve baptized 309 
people! 

OVERVIEW 
 

The PRESENCE Christmas Offering is a call to sacrificial giving with a goal of $50,000 for four ministry 
initiatives: 
 

• Expansion through additional space and land. 
• Bringing on a full-time Student Pastor for youth and college ministries. 
• The 2014 Community Assistance ministry of the church. 
• Our work in Guatemala as we feed the children of Agua Zarca each day. 

 
This special offering will be received through January 31, 2014.   

 
Use the Presence Envelope or mark your checks/online gifts with “PRESENCE” 

 
             THE PURPOSES OF THE OFFERING 
 
Expansion through additional space. 
 
As a church, we are facing what many people would call “a good kind of 
problem.” The challenge we’re facing as a rapidly growing church is the need 
to continue to provide space for people. In fact, this is exactly what we want to 
do! We are prayerfully considering how to provide immediate space in the 
short term while planning for a more permanent main campus. As a church, 
we can never let the limitations of space keep us from fulfilling our mission to 
reach people for Jesus! 
 
Bringing on a full-time Student Pastor for youth and college ministries. 

  
This year, we have seen God working in a 
BIG way in our FUZE Student Ministries 
through the efforts of our Student Pastor 
Bobby Fraumann. At times, we have had 
attendance of up to 150 students at our 
Wednesday Night youth program. There 
is no doubt that this is an affirmation of 
the need for him to serve with us in a full-
time capacity. When we reach students, 
we are making a difference in their lives, 
their impact on our schools, and on their 
families! 

FUZE Students is more than a meeting. It's a MOVEMENT! 



Church members delivering meals to local families 

 
 
 
 
 

 
The 2014 Community Assistance ministry of 
the church. 
 
Since 2004, our church has served hundreds of  
people at their time of greatest need. The  
Benevolence Ministry has allowed us to come 
along side of people in distress due to difficult 
financial times, a death in the family or a need for 
Christian counseling.  We are anticipating and 
preparing for an increase in benevolence requests 
in 2014 due to the current economic climate. 
 
 

Our work in Guatemala as we feed the children of Agua Zarca each day. 
 

In 2013, we adopted a village in Guatemala 
called Agua Zarca where 280 people live. This 
year, we made 2 trips to the village where we 
built a kitchen and a drainage system. We 
have already seen God do great things there, 
(including 12 Guatemalans coming to know 
Jesus!) and look forward to even more impact 
in the coming year! 
 
We will continue to provide daily meals for 
the 50 children who attend school there 
through the coming year. For Christmas, we 
will be giving them a Christmas Party with a 
special meal, (chicken, special sauce, and a 
Christmas cake along with their normal 
beans and rice), as well as new toys for each child. Through your radical 
generosity, these kids will experience the love of Christ in a powerful way this Christmas and 
throughout the year.  We’re excited that God is using us to make a difference around the world! 

 
 

 
 

The PRESENCE CHRISTMAS OFFERING will ensure that we continue aggressively 
share God’s love through our church to our city and throughout the world! Your 

participation is vital for us to effectively continue the work and fulfill God’s purpose 
for The Connection Church. 

 
Will you begin praying now about how God would have you give (over and above 

your regular giving) to the Christmas Offering? Allow God to stretch your faith! 
 

For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that 
whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life. 

- John 3:16 
 

 

Pastor Trey praying with the children in Agua Zarca 



THE PRESENCE CHRISTMAS OFFERING 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

WHY DO WE HAVE A SPECIAL CHRISTMAS OFFERING? 
As part of God’s plan to grow the faith of the people in His church, He calls us to sacrificial 
giving from time to time. This special offering is an opportunity for us to grow in our faith, 
make a difference in the lives of people around the world, and prepare us for what God wants 
to do through our church in 2014. This offering is not because we are behind on budget, but 
it will position us to make a greater impact in 2014, in our church, in our city, and around the 
world.   

WHAT’S THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE REGULAR OFFERING AND THIS SPECIAL 
OFFERING? 
The regular Connection Church offering is the proportional amount (the full tithe of 10%) that 
we set apart and give throughout the year. From time to time there are opportunities to give 
in a sacrificial way. The Presence Offering is one of those sacrificial occasions that stretch us to 
grow in our faith. The special offering should be over and above what you regularly give. 

HOW MUCH SHOULD I GIVE? 
Since the goal is $50,000 this special offering will involve everyone. Please prayerfully 
consider a sacrificial gift that will stretch your faith. The precise amount you give is between 
you and God. Some people in our church can give a $1000, $2500, or even a $5000 gift.  
Others will be able to give between $100 and $500.  One suggested way to give is to make 
this your largest Christmas gift this year. The issue is not equal giving but equal sacrifice. What 
amount can you give that will stretch your faith? 

WHEN SHOULD I GIVE? 
The best time to give will be on December 15th. Please pray about making your best gift on 
this day. However, you can continue to give through midnight, December 31st. Please use the 
Presence Offering envelopes or give online. For those who would like to make special 
arrangements to give an early 2014 gift to the Presence Offering simply contact our office via 
email (lauren@theconnectionchurch.org) or call 512.295.1740. 

ARE MY GIFTS TAX-DEDUCTIBLE? 
All gifts to The Connection Church, whether via the regular offering or this special offering, 
are completely tax-deductible. Be sure your gift arrives at our office before December 31, 
2013 to ensure that it can be applied to your 2013 Giving Statement. Please be sure to include 
your name and address when you give so that a receipt can be sent to you in early 2014 for 
your tax preparation. You are not required to utilize a tax-deduction for your gift, but it is 
available for all gifts. 



 
CAN I GIVE ONLINE VIA BANK CHECK OR THROUGH AUTO-DEBIT? 
Yes. When you give at www.tccgives.com via online giving simply mark your gift in the 
memo/fund account area as being for the Presence Christmas offering. 
 
Likewise, you can use your bank online payment option to send a check directly to the church 
office. Again, simply mark in the memo area that your gift is for the Presence Christmas 
offering. 
 
If you would like to do one a time special auto-debit over and above your regular giving, 
simply call 512.295.1740 and speak with Lauren – it’s simple and easy. 
 
CAN I GIVE IN-KIND GIFTS OF STOCKS OR BONDS? 
Of course! Since The Connection Church is a 501c3 organization there can be tremendous tax 
benefits for you by giving in-kind gifts. For information on this type of giving, simply contact 
Lauren Simcik, our Office Manager, at lauren@theconnectionchurch.org or call 512.295.1740. 
 
WHY IS THE GOAL SO LARGE? 
This year’s Presence Christmas Offering is our largest special offering to date and the goal of 
$50,000 is our largest goal ever.  Since the beginning of The Connection Church in 2004, we 
have been a church that has dared to dream big dreams for God. The ministries supported by 
this offering are BIG!  Big Dreams require big faith and big funding. The accomplishment of 
these big dreams will be determined by your gifts to this special offering. 
 
HOW WILL I KNOW WHAT WE RECEIVED IN THIS OFFERING? 
Please pray for God’s guidance as we all give sacrificially. You will be updated on our giving 
progress through our e-news, website, and during the Sunday services. Reaching this goal will 
be a celebration of what we can do together as we stretch our faith under God’s leadership. 

Have additional questions? Please contact Lauren Simcik in The Connection Church office 
at lauren@theconnectionchurch.org or call 512.295.1740 

 


