
 

 

 

PROFILE: AGUA ZARCA 

 The community of Agua Zarca is located just outside of the town of Cuilapa, 
Santa Rosa, Guatemala. The community is located 60 kilometers from Guatemala City 
with easy road access. This rural village is just a few kilometers from an urban area. 
Fifty-two (52) families live in Agua Zarca - approximately 280 individuals. Nearly all of 
these individuals live in extreme poverty. Most men and are day laborers in the 
agricultural industry, harvesting crops for large landowners. Work is seasonal and 

income unstable. There is a very high rate of 
malnutrition among young children in Agua Zarca.  

None of the inhabitants own or lease property to 
grow their own crops, so they are 100% dependent on 
landowners for their income. Many of the women work 
as housekeepers/maids in Cuilapa, the nearby urban 
area, to earn extra income for their families. Even so, 
income in this village is very low and the average 
household does not earn more than $65-75 per 
month.   

There is a primary school in the community – 
approximately 45 children are enrolled. The school “building” is basically two shacks 
with no walls, dirt floors, and a very deteriorated “roof.” It is in extremely poor 
condition. School attendance fluctuates as the classrooms are too small to 
accommodate all of the children. A school feeding program would greatly enhance the 
academic experience of the students, even though the actual physical structure is 
poor. Given the extremely poor nutrition available in to the population, a school-
feeding program will also be very important for the growth and physical development 
of the children.  

It is impressive that regardless of the condition of the school, the children 
attend the school wearing with their uniforms with great pride.  

There is no health care facility in the community. However, the new elected 
mayor of Cuilapa, Mr. Eduardo Lima has committed to send a physician to visits the 
community on an as needed basis. 


