
PO Box 257
Girdwood, AK 99587
June 21, 2020

To whom it may concern:

I have been a Girdwood resident since 1979.  My husband and I have raised three 
children here in the Girdwood valley. 

Due to the COVID 19 pandemic, Girdwood has realized how very needy our community 
is in two vital areas: health care and child care infrastructure. The Girdwood Health 
Clinic operates out of the old Post Office building, with mobile structures attached.  Our 
only licensed childcare facility operates out of a dilapidated building, deemed unsafe if 
the roof snow depth is ever allowed to exceed 3 inches.  

I whole-heartedly support the Girdwood Health and Childcare CARES Funding Request. 
Girdwood is not just a residential community.  Tourism brings in outdoor enthusiasts of 
all kinds to our town and the surrounding Turnagain Arm area.  As our local businesses, 
including the Hotel Alyeska, begin to operate once again after the shut down, we are 
concurrently seeing an influx of travelers from all over the state of Alaska, the rest of the 
country, and beyond.  Many visitors to our area, not only our local residents, routinely 
seek health care services at the Girdwood Health Clinic.

Girdwood’s health care and childcare facilities are not built to accommodate the social 
distancing and other measures required to deal with mitigating the spread of the Corona 
virus.

Our first responders, health care workers, and other essential employees require 
reliable childcare in order to go to work.

Girdwood’s only licensed childcare center reopened on June first.  We are using a pop-
up canopy located outside the building to do health screenings of children as they are 
dropped off. Parents are saying good-bye to their children outside, before their 
caregivers bring them into the building.  Because of the building’s limited size and its 
classroom configuration, alternate groups are being taken outside to play throughout the 
day, whenever the weather permits, in order to lessen the time spent in close quarters 
and to social distance better. This is being accomplished better now in the summer than 
can be anticipated in the winter months.

As the Anchorage mayor’s office and the Anchorage Assembly make their decision on 
how to spend the funds granted to them through the CARES Act, I urge them to 
consider the Girdwood Health & Childcare CARES Act Funding Request proposal.  

Sincerely,
Joan Lower
President, Little Bears Board of Directors


