
HCA IN-PERSON REOPENING 
1. CAPACITY- HCA class size will be no greater than twelve students in a class 

(Grades K-8), depending on square footage of the classroom, in order for 
students to maintain appropriate social distancing at their desks. 

2. SPACE- HCA will perform no new construction, will continue to comply with Fire 
Code and have regular fire and lockdown drills. HCA has no automatic doors. 
Students will wear a mask for these drills and socially distance when possible. 
HCA facilities will be cleaned and disinfected before the start of the school year. 
There is no air conditioning in the school itself and the heating system is a boiler 
so there is no recirculation of air. Windows in the classrooms can be opened for 
ventilation at any time. Classroom doors will remain open.  

3. SOCIAL DISTANCING- Social distancing will be encouraged at all times. 
Students will walk single file following arrows in the hallways, staggered to 
maintain distance. Classes will move in hallways at different times of the day as 
much as possible. Lunch will be outside as long as it is possible or in the lunch 
room by class, students socially distanced at tables. Tables will be sanitized 
between use. Students may also eat in their classroom at the discretion of the 
teacher.  End of day release will be from socially distanced groupings by family. 
No parents will enter the building at the end of the day as students are released 
out the doors to them.  

4. FACE COVERINGS- All students and staff will be asked to have their own face 
mask and extras will be provided if needed. Facemasks will be worn upon 
entrance and exit from the school each day and whenever social distancing 
cannot be maintained. Students will not be required to wear facemasks when 
social distancing during instruction when they are at their desks, outside, or 
eating at their lunch table.  

5. TRAINING- Students will be taught how to follow all the Covid-19 protocols 
including but not limited to social distancing, wearing facemasks correctly, how to 
wash hands correctly and when to do so. Sharing of food and beverages at any 
time will be discouraged.  

6. OPERATIONAL ACTIVITY- Classrooms will be set up with desks spread out. 
Teachers will teach from at least six feet away. Personal property will not be 
shared. Teachers will have extra supplies for students needing them. Desks will 
not be shared and where necessary, staff will move between classrooms instead 
of students. Chapel will be set up with chairs distanced and grouped by class. 
Lunch will be by class and students will be socially distanced. Art will be in 
classrooms and students will not share supplies. Gym will be outside as much as 
possible and limited by small groups of classes. Drama class will be in a large 



space and students will social distance. Students will stay in small-numbered 
fixed groupings by their class, socially distanced when multiple students are in an 
area.  

7. HYGIENE, CLEANING, AND DISINFECTION- Staff will clean throughout the day 
as necessary. Bathroom touch points will be cleaned after class use. Students 
will have access to hand sanitizer in common areas and every classroom and be 
asked to have their own supply at their desk. As always, hand washing will be 
required before and after lunch and after bathroom usage. Lunch tables, chairs 
will be sanitized after each class and before the next class arrives. Gym 
equipment will be sanitized after each class and before the next class arrives. All 
classrooms will be cleaned thoroughly after each school day.  

8. SCREENING- Social distancing will be maintained upon entry to the school. 
Everyone entering faculty must have had their temperature checked. If an 
individual has a temperature of greater than 100.0° they will be denied entry. 
Parents will be asked to take their children’s temperature at home and then be 
signed in on a daily questionnaire as symptom-free.  Staff will be present outside 
the door to take the temperature of any student who may not have had their 
temperature taken at home. Parents will be given a list of Covid-19 symptoms 
upon registration and will be required to keep children home if symptoms are 
present. Parents will be told to notify school and health officials (all necessary 
parties) if their child shows Covid-19 symptoms and follow all directives 
accordingly. 
HCA doors are locked during school hours and all visitors will be allowed entry 
only after temperatures are taken at the door. Deliveries will be made touch-free 
at the door whenever possible.  

9. CONTAINMENT- Staff will be trained in watching for COVID-19 symptoms and 
temperatures may be taken at any time during the day per the staff discretion. 
Students showing any symptoms will be removed from the classroom into a 
designated room, separated from the school population and parents will be called 
to retrieve their child. Parents will notify appropriate authorities of Covid-19 
exposures and HCA will follow the NYSDOH directives on containment and 
closures. In the event of a confirmed case of Covid-19, we will work closely with 
the NYSDOH to sanitize school property, and transition to our remote learning 
plan if warranted.  

10.CLOSURE- In working closely with the NYSDOH, HCA will watch for triggers and 
decrease or cease operations and put into place our remote learning plan should 
it become necessary. This will be done in an orderly fashion, HCA staff and 
parents will already be made familiar with these possible procedures at the start 
of the school year. 



11.SAFETY- A safety coordinator will ensure continued compliance with all aspects 
of the reopening plan and monitor any transitions to and from alternate plans.  

12.NO EXTRA-CURRICULARS OR BEFORE AND AFTER CARE OFFERED 
13.TRANSPORTATION- Most families drop off and pick up themselves. A very 

small number of students will ride buses provided by the Corning Painted Post 
and Horseheads school districts which will comply with all guidelines laid out by 
NYS. HCA students will be required to wear a mask on the school bus and 
maintain social distancing.  

14.  NO FOOD SERVICES- HCA STUDENTS PACK THEIR LUNCHES EACH DAY 
15.  ATTENDANCE- HCA monitors daily attendance and reports tardy and absences 

on the online software system.  
16.MENTAL HEALTH, BEHAVIORAL, EMOTIONAL SUPPORT- HCA operates as 

a Bible-based school and offers daily chapel as well as many opportunities for 
discussion and support for students in their mental and spiritual health. HCA 
provides a tight-knit family atmosphere of acceptance and love. Students are 
valued and given time to express themselves and their feelings and are 
encouraged in correction, applying the Biblical principles of forgiveness and 
loving themselves and others. We believe that mistakes are opportunities and 
promote positive change.  
HCA staff meets for a morning huddle every day to revisit the vision of the 
school, discuss any concerns or issues, and promote joyful anticipation of good 
things. Staff meetings happen monthly and staff development days happen 
quarterly as a support to teachers in all needed areas, educational and 
emotional.  

 


