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SANTA ROSA PLATEAU FOUNDATION, DBA 
Santa Rosa Plateau Nature Education Foundation 

Board of Directors' Meeting 
September 25, 2019 

 
MINUTES 

 
I.  CALL TO ORDER – AUSTIN LINSLEY, PRESIDENT 
The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. at 25240 Hancock, Suite 330, Murrieta, CA 92562. 
 
II.  APPOINTMENT OF BOARD SECRETARY 
 
President Austin Linsley suggested that the agenda be revised to proceed with the appointment 
of Sharon Tate as Board Secretary as the first order of business.  Motion to appoint Sharon Tate 
Board Secretary: V. Hyde; 2nd: S. Broz.  Motion carried. 
 
III.  GUESTS FROM RIVCOPARKS: ERIN GETTIS AND DEBORAH NEWELL 
 
Erin Gettis and Deborah Newell addressed the Board regarding the reporting requirements for 
SRPNEF volunteers pursuant to the Support Agreement between RivCoParks and SRPNEF.  
Because SRPNEF volunteers are not subject to the same requirements as RivCoParks 
volunteers/docents, it was tentatively determined that the only reporting required regarding 
SRPNEF volunteers to RivCoParks is a monthly report of the total number of volunteers.  D. 
Newell will determine if we must also provide the total number of monthly hours worked by the 
SRPNEF volunteers and will report back to G. Greaves. 
 
E. Gettis reported that after the recent Tenaja Fire, the Reserve is still a volatile site, and that 
there are likely still trees and underground roots burning.  The reserve will remain closed to the 
public for the foreseeable future.  Gettis expressed appreciation for the assistance of SRPNEF 
volunteers with directing traffic and responding to the public.  RivCoParks is working on getting 
signage to inform the public regarding the status of re-opening. 
 
A. Linsley commented on the importance of rebuilding the stage and re-opening the Reserve to 
SRPNEF funding.  G. Greaves reported that the Executive Committee took an in depth look at 
the effects of the fire, and determined there would be a potential loss of approximately 
$100,000.00 if we are not able to put on the concert series.  We would like to see the stage re-
built as soon as possible.  We will want input into the design of the stage area, without changing 
its footprint, to improve sound, lighting and fireproofing, for which we will provide funding.  There 
have already been unsolicited donations received and promised from members of the 
community, including a possible “Barn Raiser” event by the La Cresta community, as well as  
fund raising from Lou Kashmere of Garage Brewing and building materials from George 
Schaeffer.  There has been an outpouring of support from the public, and we want to take 
advantage of that sentiment while the fire damage is still fresh in everyone's minds, but an 
official “Fire Fund” will not be established until approved by RivCoParks.  Greaves spoke with 
Kyla Brown, Asst General Manager for RivCoParks to discuss the foregoing, and provided Gettis 
a copy of her notes from that conversation.   
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M. Podegracz (on the telephone) remarked that due to the various bureaucratic requirements,  it 
would be difficult to complete the stage re-build in time for the 2020 Summer Concerts, and 
suggested that we consider an alternate venue. 
 
Gettis reported that because RivCoParks was already in the midst of performing ADA 
improvements at the time of the fire, including the stage area, it may be feasible to re-build in 
time for the 2020 Summer Concert Series because there has already been County approval and 
a contractor and architect have already been engaged. 
 
D. Schultz asked Gettis whether there was any insurance coverage for the fire loss.  Gettis 
responded that there is a large blanket policy, but she is unaware if that policy would cover the 
fire losses.  She further reported that because no state or federal state of emergency was 
declared, there would be no FEMA funds available. 
 
G. Kishbauch asked about the status of the 3rd Grade program. Greaves stated that it would be 
resuming, but unsure when.  Wildlife Day has been cancelled. 
 
E. Gettis and D. Newell thereupon excused themselves from the remainder of the meeting. 
 
IV.  APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA – AUSTIN LINSLEY 
 
There were no further changes to the agenda aside from moving the approval of the Board 
Secretary appointment to the beginning of the meeting.  Motion to approve as presented: 
V.Hyde; 2nd : B. Inman.  Motion carried. 
 
V.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES – AUSTIN LINSLEY 
 
Minutes for the July 24, 2019 meeting were made available for review prior to the meeting.  
Linsley asked if there were any changes or corrections.  No changes were made.  Motion to 
approve: S. Broz; 2nd: D. Schultz.  Motion carried.  See Attachment #1. 
 
VI.  FINANCE REPORTS – SHIRLEY BROZ, BUDGET & FINANCE CO-CHAIR AND OWEN 
HYDE, TREASURER 
 
REVENUE:  The total revenue for July and August (the first two months of our fiscal year) was 
$79,922, ahead of the budget of $60,422 by approximately $19,500.  The revenue for both 
months was ahead in Event Revenue due to the Concert Series, while Membership revenue 
was very close to budget.  Cooking class revenue was positive by $2,000 as the classes are 
budgeted near the end of the year but revenue is beginning to be received. 
 
EXPENSE:  Expenses for July and August were $77,116, versus $97,833 budgeted.  The 
positive variance of $20,717 was due to Concert Series deposits for entertainment budgeted but 
not yet paid, as well as new staff salary and fundraising fees, both of which were budgeted to 
begin July 1 but did not start until September.  Other positive spending was in Program support. 
 
FUND BALANCE INCREASE/(DECREASE):  Year-to-date net revenue is $2,806.   
 
LIQUID FUNDS REPORT:  Estimated unrestricted funds available through September are 



3 

$76,359.37.  The total restricted and unrestricted funds at The Community Foundation total 
$556,389.65 as of August 31, 2019. 
 
Motion to approve financial reports as presented: B. Inman; 2nd: V. Hyde.  Motion Carried.  See 
Attachment #2. 
 
VII.  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR'S REPORT – GINGER GREAVES, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
 
Greaves reported that on September 4, 2019, she attended a Reserve Management Committee 
Meeting with California Fish and Wildlife,  the Nature Conservancy and RivCoParks.  At their 
request, due to the issues raised to the Management Committee by Dr. Weimer, et al., Greaves 
gave a presentation regarding the history of the SRPNEF, what we do and how we benefit the 
Reserve.  There was a very positive reaction by the Management Committee to Greaves' 
presentation.  Greaves felt that Hayley Laskey, Reserve Manager with California Natural Lands 
Management,  is open, available and amenable to the SRPNEF and our goals.  There was a 
discussion at the Management Committee Meeting that we may need to report to them, but 
since we already report to RivCoParks, Management Committee reporting will likely be 
unnecessary.  The effects of the fire will be discussed at a future Management Committee 
meeting, and Greaves will be in attendance and included in the discussion. 
 
ANNUAL STRATEGIC PLANNING MEETING: After discussion regarding availability, it was 
tentatively set for Saturday, November 16, 2019. 
 
FUNDRAISING: Funds from the 2019 Summer Concert Series are not all in yet, so S. Broz will 
provide a report next month.  These funds are close to or possibly more than budget. 
 
2019/2020 GRANTS:  There are potentially 19-20 Grants, four of which have been submitted for 
consideration.  Tate Law Group has confirmed a $5,000 grant. See Attachment #3. 
 
VIII.  ACTION ITEMS 
 
On behalf of the Bylaw/Policies and Procedures Committee, V. Hyde recommended a change to 
the Endowment Policy by deleting the clause regarding an annual 10% contribution of net 
proceeds to the Community Foundation.  The Ellis gift has made this provision unnecessary.  
Motion to approve revision to Endowment Policy as recommended: G. Romero; 2nd : G. 
Kishbauch.  Motion carried.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:40 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted:   __________________________________________ 
      Sharon Tate, Secretary   Date 
 
Attachments:  #1 - July Minutes; #2 - Financial Reports; #3 - Potential Grants 2019-20 


