
 

 
 

SELF-DETERMINATION LOCAL ADVISORY 
 COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Approved June 7, 2021 
 

Date:     May 19, 2021 – Special Meeting regarding Funding from DDS 
Start Time:   7:05 PM  End Time:   8:40 PM 
Location of This Meeting:  virtual, via Zoom 
 
ATTENDEES:  
Committee Members Present: Melissa Crisp-Cooper Co-Chairperson, Irene Litherland Co-
Chairperson, Jocelyn Manalac, Arthur Lipscomb, Pei Wang, Morena Grimaldi 
 
Committee Members Absent: Neil Jacobson, Vi Ibarra, Pamela Baird, Dianne Millner, Sandra Coss 
(on leave) 
 
RCEB Staff Present: Lisa Kleinbub, Jenifer Castaneda 
SCDD Staff Present: Sheraden Nicholau 

Guests: Will Sanford, Kisahn Sreedhar, Kavita Sreedhar, Helen Reese, Veronica Poon, Kim 

Schreiber, Erika Gonzalez, Valesca Santos, Paula Senigar, Lorena Seanna, Anne Chen, Chris 

Wecks, Allan Smith, Lorena Gomez 

 
Agenda Item: Welcome, Minutes Taker, Introductions 
Sheraden Nicholau was the note taker of this meeting.  
 
Agenda Item:  Update 
Irene reviewed some of the main points relative to self-determination funding in the governor’s 
May revised budget request.  There is a large amount proposed to continue to fund supports 
for individuals going through the transition steps into SDP. 
 
Agenda Item: Discussion of Options for DDS Funds, Year 2 
Proposed process for meeting: Review the document listing funding options that was presented 
at the last meeting and spend a few minutes discussing each option, followed by general 
comments.  After the meeting, committee members will email the Co-Chairpersons their 
priorities.  Based on the results of the priorities vote by the committee members, Melissa and 
Irene will come up with three slates or sets of options to vote on.  They will email the slate 



 

options out to the committee members who will then email their votes back to the co-
chairpersons.  The vote will be announced to the entire email list and at the June 7 meeting. 
 
Agenda Item:  Initial Funding Ideas for Year 2:  
The options listed in the shared document were reviewed and discussed.  (Document is 
attached.)   
Project Option 1 – Coaching 
Melissa reminded us that we would need committee members to review applications for all the 
projects we decide to fund.  Concern was expressed regarding whether funding will be available 
on June 1st. Would we be able to reallot funds if the state budget doesn’t address what we 
think it will?  Arthur reported his experience that families need questions answered re SDP.  
The families report that their case managers say they don’t know enough about the program, 
so coaching and the expansion of coaching are important.  Jocelyn recommended that, instead 
of receiving coaching from one person and then transitioning to an independent facilitator, it’s 
better for people to work with just one person.  
Project Option 2 – Advanced Training of Independent Facilitators 
Project Option 3 – Translation and Interpretation 
Project Option 4 - Record and Post Informational Meetings 
Irene noted that we don’t know whether DDS will produce an introductory meeting to be 
utilized statewide. 
Project Option 5 – Administrative Assistance 
Project Option 6 - Website 
Further explanation in response to questions: This website would be specific to self-
determination in the Bay Area and provide a platform for exchanging local information helpful 
to participants and service providers in the program. 
Project Option 7 - Person-Centered Planning Facilitation Training 
Project Option 8 - Statewide Advisory Committee Funding 
In response to questions, Sheraden read the second funding request from the Statewide 
Advisory Committee co-chairpersons for a paid coordinator.  
Project Option 9 - IT Subscriptions, for both the Committee and RCEB 
Project Option 10 – FMS Fee 
General comments on the funding options: 
Kavita pointed out that, while the focus may be on helping individuals transition into the 
program, the key is to ensure they are successfully able to sustain and live out their hopes and 
dreams through services in SDP.  Lisa commented that we need to make sure our coaching and 
independent facilitators come from and can support underserved communities.  Morena 
suggested a hotline to provide general information and guidance, not in depth 1:1 but  
general systems navigation. Kishan mentioned that funding for an administrator can be used to 
have a live chat module on the website and allow families to connect to the administrator for 
quick questions. 
 

Agenda Item: Public Comment 
Chris Wecks recommended not just looking at where selectees and participants are getting 
stuck, but also see where they aren’t getting stuck because they do receive the level of support 
needed. We want to keep that support as well.  


