
 
 

 
 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  

Crossroads Community Services Receives The BUILD Health Challenge® Award to advance nutrition and 
create access to new health services in low-income communities 

 

DALLAS – November 19, 2019 

Crossroads Community Services is pleased to announce that it has been selected to receive the BUILD Health 
Challenge® award. The new initiative will receive $250,000 in funding and additional resources to support the 
work of Crossroads Community Services, Parkland Health and Dallas County Health and Human Services 
(DCHHS). Together, these organizations will work to increase access to both nutritious food and affordable, 
quality healthcare in southern Dallas County. Crossroads is honored to be selected as one of the 18 
communities to receive additional funding from BUILD in the 2019-2021 term. 

Feeding America estimates that one in six residents and nearly one in four children in Dallas County (23.3%) 
do not have enough healthful food. Food-insecure families often purchase the cheapest foods, that are 
usually highly processed and contain large amounts of sugar, salt and fat, which puts them at risk for 
diabetes, hypertension, obesity, cardiovascular disease etc. These and other health challenges frequently go 
undetected in these families who, due to their limited economic resources, lack adequate health care.  

Our project addresses these challenges. Using data from Parkland Health and DHHS, Crossroads will establish 
food distributions sites where they are most needed; Parkland and DCHHS will provide health and safety net 
services, including immunizations, testing, and telehealth patient interactions.  

“There are many health disparities that we see in our community, and access to healthy foods and nutrition is 
an important one.” Dr. Philip Huang, Dallas County Health and Human Services Director 

The BUILD Health Challenge is a unique national program focusing on bold, upstream, integrated, local, and 
data-driven projects that can improve community health. The BUILD Health Challenge award provides 
funding, capacity building support, and access to a national peer learning network to enhance collaborative 
partnerships here locally to address our community’s most pressing health challenges. Special thanks to the 
BUILD Health Challenge for its support of this initiative. 

“We are so grateful to be engaging in this important work with Parkland and DCHHS, and we are very 
fortunate to have the support of UT Southwestern Medical Center and the University of Dallas.” Reverend Jay 
Cole, Crossroads Community Services Executive Director 

### 

About The BUILD Health Challenge:  

The BUILD Health Challenge is made possible with the support of: BlueCross BlueShield of South Carolina 
Foundation, the Blue Cross and Blue Shield of North Carolina Foundation, Blue Shield of California 
Foundation, Communities Foundation of Texas, de Beaumont Foundation, Episcopal Health Foundation, The 
Kresge Foundation, Methodist Healthcare Ministries of South Texas, Inc., New Jersey Health Initiatives, 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, and W.K. Kellogg Foundation. 


