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PANORAMA  
MOUNTAIN RESORT

IT’S A CLEAR, CRISP MORNING, and I’m at 
the top of Panorama Mountain Resort’s Monster, 
the marquee double-black diamond line in the 
resort’s newest 128 acres of terrain. After roughly 
20 minutes of driving up the Toby Creek Road 
to Panorama’s base from the town of Invermere, 
British Columbia, and another 20 minutes of lift 
travel up three chairs to the resort’s 2,450-metre 
summit, I decided to boot pack my way up 
and across Taynton Ridge to arrive where I’m 
standing. True to the resort’s name, I’m offered 
sweeping views of the Rocky Mountains to the 
east, and the Purcells under foot—the range 
Panorama sits in. Mount Assiniboine towers 
from across the Columbia Valley, with lofty 
and picturesque Mount Nelson staring me 
down directly to the west. What’s in front of 
me, framed by this view, consists of advanced 

and variable terrain. The Monster is a long line 
with fluctuating levels of pitch and glading, 
complemented by craggy rock outcrops that I 
utilize as perfect launch pads into powdery pillows.
 Next time, I take advantage of the Monster X to 
get here—a snowcat that ferries up to 12 skiers into 
the new terrain—rather than doing the 20-minute 
boot pack to the in-bounds controlled area. Adding 
more terrain has been part of a sweeping effort to 
broaden the resort’s appeal by a new ownership 
group that took control of Panorama in 2013, 
which is all about being fiercely independent. 
Under the leadership of President and CEO Steve 
Paccagnan, there’s been a large investment in 
new snowmaking equipment, the addition of the 
Discovery Chair at the resort’s base to cater to 
beginners and improved access to Taynton Bowl. 
The bowl, which is Panorama’s flagship off-piste 

zone, offers nine expert runs with names like 
C-Spine, Ktunaxa and Never Never Land. As a 
whole, the resort offers enough terrain for every 
skill level. Had I not chosen to tackle The Monster, 
I would have taken the expansive Skyline groomer 
down the north-facing front side from the top of 
Champagne, Panorama’s mid-mountain chair. 
But there’s plenty of time for me to ski it all.
 “We’re in the fourth chapter of Panorama’s 
life,” says Paccagnan. “The first was the 
pioneer phase, when the mountain was 
established in the ’60s, the second was about 
telling the world what Panorama was all about 
with events like the 1985 Men’s World Cup 
Downhill, the third, when Intrawest owned 
it, was about developing base-area real estate, 
replacing T-bars with detachable chairs and 
that sort of thing, and here we are in four.”
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Living up to its name. Photo by Stephan Malette

Jamie Hurschler trades corduroy for a powder skirt. 
Photo by Panorama Mountain Resort

Not all monsters are mean.  
Photo by Panorama Mountain Resort
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SKI RACING HAS A STORIED HISTORY at 
Panorama, which is home to the Windermere 
Valley Ski Club and Team Panorama Ski Club.
 “Each year we have over 1,000 race starts 
ranging from Nancy Greene level to the Nor-Am 
circuit,” says Paccagnan. Christina Lustenberger, 
Ben Thomsen and Manuel Osborne-Paradis, 
all Olympic alpine ski racers, cut their teeth as 
little rippers on Panorama’s slopes. Thomsen 
and Osborne-Paradis in fact are still at it.
 “Panorama is Canada’s best centre for ski race 
training, hands-down,” says Osborne-Paradis, 
who serves as Panorama’s official “director of 
speed.” Both he and Thomsen are aiming to 
compete in the 2022 Winter Olympics in Beijing.
 2022 is also the year Panorama will play host to 
the FIS Alpine Junior World Ski Championships—
the most important event on the international 
under 21 circuit. More than 200 athletes from 
all alpine disciplines, plus their coaches, support 
staff and families will make their way to the 
resort for the week-long competition.

 “It’ll bring top athletes from around the  
globe, showcase the spirit of our mountain 
community and put the spotlight on what is 
already a top-class racing and training centre,” 
says Paccagnan.
 Later, I head over to Panorama’s west side, 
where I find the Sunbird triple chair. I consider 
entering the Sun Bowl, but instead decide to 
channel Panorama’s racing roots by skiing the 
flowing groomer Schober’s Dream. By now, 
I’m ready for some food and a beverage, but 
where to go? Panorama has three huts on the 
mountain, and at the base there are cafés, 
restaurants, bars—and a lodge with poutine 
aplenty. It’s too nice of a day to linger at the 
bottom, so I return to the top where the Summit 
Hut awaits. I order a Kicking Horse Coffee 
(the global coffee brand that was founded and 
still has its headquarters in Invermere), and a 
locally sourced bratwurst. In between sips of 
my espresso macchiato and bites of my brat, 
I overhear chatter from a nearby table about 

the forthcoming High Notes Music Festival. I ask 
them about it, and they describe three days of 
music from independent Canadian artists coming 
this spring. Later, Paccagnan tells me about 
Panorama’s focus on improving the mountain’s 
off-hill amenities. The Pine Inn, which sits directly 
at the base, recently received a “refresh,” using 
the mountain modern architecture concept. 
 With my tank full, I’m ready to go for another 
ski. Leaving the Summit Hut, the unmistakable 
sound of a helicopter fills my ears. For a moment 
I’m perplexed, but then I spot the chopper far off 
to the north. RK Heliski, which is headquartered 
at the base of Panorama, has been offering day 
trip heli-skiing for more than 50 years in the 
nearby Jumbo Valley and Purcell backcountry. 
Inspired, I ski down another double black, 
Heli-High, the first run to greet skiers along 
the Taynton Bowl ridgeline, which comes with 
well-spaced trees and terrific views to the east. 
I’m in-bounds, but true to the run’s name, it 
sure feels like I’ve jumped out of a Bell 407.
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Adding more terrain has been part of a  
sweeping effort to broaden Panorama’s appeal. 

Another roadside attraction, 
with Dylan Moynes.  
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Mount Nelson in all its grandeur.  
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Slow roast central. Photo by Peter Moynes 

Base camp. Photo by Stephan Malette


