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TO MY CHILDREN, GRANDCHILDREN  AND ALL 
     CHILDREN OF THE NEW WORLD ORDER–PLEASE 
   DO NOT BECOME ALIENATED - GET TO KNOW AND 
    UNDERSTAND EACH OTHER, LEARN THE TRUTH, 
         FEED THE HUNGRY, EDUCATE THE IGNORANT.

                   THEN WE SHALL HAVE PEACE.

DO NOT BE BLINDED BY YOUR PARENTS’  
             CIVILIZATIONAL AND RELIGIOUS PREJUDICES – 

                             LEARN FROM THEIR MISTAKES.

     DO NOT BE AFRAID TO GAMBLE FOR CHANGE.

       

Peter G. de Krassel – Hong Kong,                  
January 1, 2013
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It is what you read when you don’t have to that

determines what you will be when you can’t help it.

 – Oscar Wilde
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All revolutions are created by crazy men, not by wise men.

– Khalid Khoja, Syrian Opposition leadership
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I Still Haven’t Found What I’m Looking For.

– U2
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POSTSCRIPT AS PROLOGUE – NEW WORLD ORDER
In the Meantime
– Dolly Parton

Frustrated Postscript Patience
This book was finished in September 2012, and the flash drive on which it 
was imbedded was dropped off at the printer in Hong Kong. I then headed 
back to the U.S. I wanted to observe first hand the nail biting “too close 
to call” presidential election, looming “fiscal cliff” and the stories and 
comments of those doomsday prophets who predicted the world would 
end on December 21st – when in fact it didn't. All that happened was 
what I have been writing about in my last four books and this one: We the 
Apathetic Maids have been sleep-walking witnesses to the dawn of the New 
World Order, something I want to re-emphasize. Hence this postscript as a 
prologue.

I concluded this book by discussing the Mayan-Sumarian predictions 
of a New World Order dawning in December 2012 and rolling itself out 
majestically in 2013 – led by America and China – that included the launch 
of a new interlocal political movement in both countries and globally. The 
Interlocal Citizens Action League Movement. More information on the 
party can be found at i-calm.org. 

I did a couple of my usual China to U.S. quick-turnaround trips that fall, 
before and after Barack Obama's re-election, and wanted to observe and 
experience first hand some of the ridiculous doomsday predictions and 
fiscal cliff nonstarter gridlocked negotiations and political pundit comments 
– and outcome.

I gladly accepted an invitation from Julie Chapin, a Pets Central Media 
board member and trail-blazing actress, who was performing in End of the 
World Etiquette, episode 12 of the live television series Zombie Etiquette, 
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to go to Princeton to attend the 4th Annual Winter Solstice celebration 
hostedby Princeton Community Television and to be a guest with Julie 
on Adam Bierman's Breezin' with Bierman TV show on Dec. 21st 2012 – 
doomsday!

I woke up that Friday at Julie's house in Pennington, New Jersey. It was no 
different than any other day. I rolled out of bed, showered, shaved, grabbed 
a cup of coffee, read the newspaper, went to a meeting, had lunch and then 
went to watch Julie's rehearsal before the show.

We introduced Pets Central Media, the New World Order pet care concept 
and I discussed the fact that 12/21/12 was only the end of the Old World 
Order and the beginning of the New World Order – and watched Julie and 
the zombies perform.

Watching America closely and intensely from the inside at this critical 
crossroad and change-over of global world orders, I came to the realization 
that there were many transformational changes taking place, so many 
in fact, that I had to actually capture and share my end-of-the-year 
observations in this prologue because they were heralding the New World 
Order and the fast-paced revolution shaping it, especially after the senseless 
slaughter of 20 innocent children and their heroic teachers in Newtown, 
Connecticut.

The Mayan doomsday prophesy fell onto the pool of blood and tears of the 
innocent children slaughtered at schools and focused a spotlight on violence 
at schools, with particular focus on school shootings or bomb threats, not 
only because of the increase in guns sales and ammunition in America after 
the Newtown slaughter, but the NRA's insane call for more guns in schools.

Many schools closed because their students were heard saying things like 
“Let's go out with a bang on Friday.”

In China, the man who slashed 22 primary school students with a knife – 
none of whom died – in Henan the same month America was mourning 
Newtown's innocents told investigators that his rampage had been prompted 
by the end-of-world jitters. Additionally, the Christian sect the Church 
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of Almighty God, followers of the Mayan end-of-the-world prophesy, 
saw thousands of its members arrested. It was branded an “evil cult” by 
the Communist Party and maligned by mainstream Christian groups for 
claiming that God has returned to earth as a Chinese woman hiding in 
China and latched on to the Mayan end-of-days legend for non-believers 
soon after the Hollywood blockbuster disaster flick 2012 took Chinese 
theaters by storm.

NASA, the Vatican, Mexico's archaeological institute, the Smithsonian 
Institution, and governments in places like China, Russia and France where 
hysteria took deep root, all declared it to be a misunderstanding that would 
make this, as several debunkers put it, the Y2K of doomsdays.

The date, aside from the winter solstice, merely marked the end of a 5,125-
year cycle – the 13th baktun – and the beginning of the New World Order.

There are many fast-moving signature developments in our ever rapidly 
expanding socially networked wired worlds of order and disorder, on both 
the domestic and foreign fronts and frontiers. Not only those leading up 
to the 2012 presidential election in the U.S. and the leadership change in 
China, but those that followed, which I discuss in this postscript. 

Since my main premise for a revolution is that career politicians are corrupt, 
self-serving and the main political parties in America and China are morally 
bankrupt and must be replaced by the new party I propose in this book, I 
thought it best to stop this book from going to press ahead of the U.S. 2012 
presidential election and change in China's leadership, to see if there would 
be any change in the destructive and acrimonious bickering that repeatedly 
results in We the Maids having to clean up the mess career politicians make 
of our economy – and then also pay for the privilege of cleaning up their 
mess. Taxes and fiscal cliffs being only the latest in the long list of messy 
predicaments We the Apathetic Maids are saddled with.

That is why I decided to hold off sending this book to the printer to add 
this prologue, and where appropriate throughout the book, add any relevant 
updates or changes, even though it meant a publication delay of at least six 
months. I felt it was important to make sure I included some of the rapid-



12

fire post-election events, including legalizing of the recreational use of 
marijuana in Colorado and Washington states, but especially the murder of 
innocent children and adults that tragically testifies as to how out of control 
gun control and mental health care are in America, in order to make this 
book – in the tradition of its forerunners – timely, timeless and relevant.

The vocal congressional chorus questioning the Sept. 11 terrorist attack 
on the U.S. Consulate in Benghazi that killed Ambassador Chris Stevens 
and three other Americans, the resulting damning report and sophomoric 
acrimony between Democrats and Republicans over U.S. Ambassador to 
the U.N. Susan Rice's talking points at the time, which had been edited 
and cleared by the government's intelligence leadership, only reinforced 
the already desperate public outcry for drastic change in Washington and 
American politics as usual. 

Confronted with the fiscal cliff, Republicans needed to score political 
points before appearing to compromise. Rice, nominated by President 
Obama to replace Hillary Clinton as secretary of state, was an easy target 
confirmation sideshow that America doesn't need. It gave Republicans the 
wiggle room they needed, especially after Sen. John McCain's political 
punches landed where he wanted them to – on Obama's designated brawler 
on foreign policy issues during their 2008 presidential campaign – which 
had irreparably bruised McCain.

The rational Republican congressmen and senators who put country 
before party and defected from their Grover Norquist “no tax increase” 
pledge took center stage in the contentious bipartisan fiscal cliff slippery 
slope arguments, drummed out momentarily by the dramatic resignation 
of General David Petraeus (“Betrayus,” some said), because of his 
inappropriate sexual relationship, only to be drowned out by the louder 
meteoric rise of Mohamed Morsi, an Egyptian statesman and regional 
Middle East peace broker, who engineered the ceasefire between 
Israel and Hamas on November 22, 2012 – and the next day became a 
presidential pharaoh-role-model exemplifying how difficult it is to plant 
and grow democracy in the Arab world – because Arabs have never before 
experienced any form of democracy or democratic freedoms. Imagine 
birds that have been caged for generations, over centuries, all of a sudden 
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told they are now free and can fly away. They wouldn't know where to go 
or how to get there. That is the case in the free Arab world today in the 
ongoing Arab Cleansing.

On a much quieter, less vocal front, the year ended for online activists the 
way it started when they helped defeat in January 2012 the Hollywood-
sponsored anti-piracy legislation in Congress – with the defeat of a 
proposed new global treaty on Internet governance that would have given 
governments pernicious powers to meddle with and censor the web.

These dramatic developments were the primary contributing post-election 
political events that inspired this postscript prologue, to again emphasize 
why America and China must lead the New World Order together as 
partners if We the Apathetic Maids are to avoid Armageddon, which will 
make the fiscal cliff look like a picnic in the Grand Canyon.

The very predictable presidential Moneyball election outcome, especially 
after Superstorm Sandy, predictable that is, to those who follow “quants” 
– people I describe in mathematical detail in my upcoming Forethoughts – 
such as Nate Silver of The New York Times who called all 50 states correctly 
and prophesied the popular vote to within a half a percentage point. Not one 
traditional pundit had come close.

The pundits were so wrong again. Some pundits, commentators and writers 
even went so far as to raise the question of “What happens if Obama and 
Romney tie in the Electoral College?” Some of the possible outcomes were 
hilarious. My favorite was a Romney-Biden outcome. Because the house 
is controlled by Republicans, who decide the president when the Electoral 
College vote is tied, it was clear who they would vote for. Likewise, the 
Senate would decide the vice presidential winner in case of an electoral tie. 
Being controlled by Democrats, it would vote for Biden.  “To close to call?” 
Nonsense.

The Obama campaign made an “unparalleled” $100 million investment in 
technology, demanded “data on everything,” “measured everything” and ran 
66,000 computer simulations every day. So why was anyone surprised? The 
only people who should have been surprised were Romney and his bankers 
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team – and they were – again.

That was followed by the immediate post-election dire predictions of the 
fiscal cliff as the party gridlock in Washington thankfully started reluctantly 
easing-up as Republican senators and congressmen began breaking their 
20-year-plus Norquist pledge of no tax increases, and took to heart the 
message We the People sent career politician with the thunderous re-
election of Obama with 332 electoral votes. 

The political poker game President Obama played with Speaker John 
Boehner to avert the cliff was one that was played out in public with both 
their hands on full display and clear to see why each hand was out of reach 
of the other and that neither would fold – and both would lose.

Those political developments made the dawning of the Age of Aquarius a 
very beautiful and uplifting bright one to watch from my vantage point on 
the California coast as America and the world spun toward the cliff.

Hanging out on the waterfront at night at the entrance to the marina in Los 
Angeles' Marina del Rey, looking across the channel at the dark foreboding 
rain clouds, lighting up periodically and reflecting their silver lining, as the 
blinking lights of planes departing Los Angeles International Airport passed 
by, reminded me of past and upcoming New World Order travels – and the 
rare bright moments in Washington and Beijing.

“Good morning,” the security guard responded to my “Good evening,” as 
he walked by. He was right. Not only with his salutation because of the late 
hour, but the dawning of the New World Order in America and China – and 
the world they must lead.

Future Ripples of Political, Musical and Poetic Hope
America and China's leadership for the next four years, and probably longer, 
was decided in November 2012. Both countries' respective tough political 
campaign rhetoric maligning each other – especially the China-bashing that 
took place in America's most expensive presidential campaign in history – 
changed overnight once the leadership of the two superpowers settled into 
their post-election political skins and offices, determined to work together 
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to bring about constructive change and leadership in the New World Order.

Long sighs of relief were heard in China's Great Hall of the People when 
Obama was re-elected. And not only in China, but staterooms across Asia.

Romney promised to launch a trade war with China, and to declare it a 
currency manipulator on day one – a promise that gave him little wiggle 
room. At the same time, he promised to expand the military, spending 
more on weapons that do not work against enemies that don't exist, namely 
China.

A teary-eyed President Obama thanked his staff and volunteers on his re-
election night in Chicago. “What Bobby Kennedy called the ripples of hope 
that come out when you throw a stone in a lake, that is going to be you,” he 
told them as he regained his composure.

Obama is only the 16th U.S. president to be elected to a second term. Quite 
an achievement actually, but one overlooked by most mainstream media. 
The other sad fact is that all second-term presidents went through political 
hell, Bill Clinton's impeachment being the most recent example, something 
Obama is already being threatened with because of his gun control 
executive orders and proposals to Congress. The Republican threat to derail 
Ambassador Rice's nomination as secretary of state and former Senator 
Chuck Nagel as secretary of defense, made it clear that nothing will be easy 
for the president in his second term. 

The vocal opposition to Nagel's nomination is not really surprising 
considering his enthusiasm for defense cuts. There are few people better 
qualified to know where the cuts should fall. The U.S. spends more on its 
military than the next 10 countries combined – fully 40 percent of global 
defense spending. The Pentagon budget doubled in real terms between 1998 
and 2010 and has fallen only 5 percent in real terms since then.

Capitol Hill's dirty secret is that there is rare bipartisan consensus on 
maintaining the Pentagon as the chief conduit for pork-barrel spending. 
“Our Defense Department is not a jobs program,” Hagel told the Council on 
Foreign Relations in 2012. “It is not a development program for my state or 
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any district.”

Hagel has widely advocated paring the bloated defense budget. His biggest 
challenge will be to streamline the Pentagon. The largest obstacle to a more 
efficient Pentagon sits across the Potomac – Congress and its indentured 
career politicians. No wonder Adm. Mike Mullen, former chief-of-staff, 
called the national debt the country's biggest security threat.

Hagel was nominated to supervise the beginning of the long process of 
defense cutbacks. A Democratic president trying to slash defense spending 
needs a Republican at the Pentagon to give him political cover, and it helps 
if he is a decorated war hero to boot.

Hopefully, Obama will fare better than Clinton in his second term and won't 
be subjected to an impeachment proceeding. That will allow him to lead 
America back to the global pinnacle of leadership – alongside China.

Obama and the America he leads can define America's future leadership 
role for decades – if not the rest of the 21st century – and beyond. Just like 
President Abraham Lincoln did when the country was wretchedly divided. 
Lincoln cut all kinds of deals, as the movie Lincoln accurately portrays. 
America's true political leaders fought for what they thought was right for 
the country, not the party, and made their case to the people along the way. 
Obama, like Lincoln whom he has studied and admired, did what was right 
for America when it came to the fiscal cliff.

In the meantime, America and the world enjoyed some good old '60s and 
contemporary American rock 'n' roll, rap and hip hop as the New World 
Order unfolded and rolled in.

The 12.12.12 Madison Square Garden benefit concert for those affected by 
Superstorm Sandy, which ravaged New York City and surrounding areas in 
October 2012, featured British rockers Paul McCartney, Roger Waters, The 
Who, the Rolling Stones, Eric Clapton and America's Bruce Springsteen, 
Billy Joel, Pearl Jam's Eddie Vedder, Coldplay's Chris Martin and rapper 
Kanye West,  and was just the latest of the British-U.S. kindred spirits that 
make the two ideal transatlantic partners in the New World Order, a topic 
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I discussed at length in Custom Maid Knowledge, thanks to their activist 
ethos dating back to the American Revolution through the '60s – and today.

I often go to Penn Station, in the bowels of Madison Square Garden, 
to catch trains to Newark International Airport, Washington, D.C. and 
Philadelphia. Whenever I am there I can't help flashing back to the 1976 
Democratic Convention I attended in the Garden, not to mention the Knicks 
games, rodeos and concerts. To me, like most immigrants, rock 'n' rollers, 
loafers, homeless and high rollers – all of whom can be found at the station 
and Garden – New York and Madison Square Garden, like the Statue of 
Liberty, symbolize America at its finest – and its worst. Doing both very 
well.

At 12:12 pm on 12.12.12 I had lunch with New Yorker Mary Catherine 
McBride, the president of Pets Central Media Inc., and Rudy Cohen, one of 
its directors. We were celebrating Mary Catherine's birthday, planning the 
launch of Pets Central Media in America and China and brainstorming how 
to best serve children and animals to ensure a better world as we toasted the 
dawning of the New World Order.

The innocence and lack of concern or fear of America's youth about their 
future – notwithstanding the recent killing of school children and the 
fiscal cliff – really registered with me on Sunday, December 23, 2012, 
after the last Newtown victim was buried. I was staying with friends in 
Old Greenwich, Connecticut, one of whom is a teacher and who like all 
Americans was mourning the senseless killing of children in schools. My 
pessimistic downbeat mood about America after my visit changed when I 
caught the train, make that trains, to leave the country.

I had to take a train from Old Greenwich to Grand Central Station, the 
shuttle to Times Square, another train to Penn Station to catch another 
train to go to Newark International Airport to catch my flight to Scotland 
where I would spend Christmas and ring in the New Year. There are quicker 
ways of getting to the airport. But I enjoy taking trains and meeting and 
conversing with fellow travelers and have written about several of my train 
experiences.

This particular train ride was no exception because of the cheerful 
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multicultural excited teenagers I met and saw coming and going to New 
York to do their Christmas shopping, see the sights or catch a show on the 
trains and at three of New York's main train stations. Bubbly, exuberant, full 
of life, laughter and optimism about their future and the New World Order. 
They are the true embodiment of the Founding Fathers' optimistic idealism 
that is America and the American dream.

Watching the New York Knicks play the Brooklyn Nets, a team owned by 
a Russian oligarch catering to the former communist Russian community 
now living the capitalist life in New York – in a Big Apple bar in 
November 2012, the day after watching the lighting of the Christmas tree in 
Rockefeller Center – while discussing the demise of Europe and the rise of 
China with a German psychiatrist visiting New York, is so American – and 
so promising.

Listening to and watching the street musicians in New York, whether they 
are playing on 5th Avenue, in the train stations, or even aboard the trains, 
be it African bongos, Latino wind instruments, Chinese strings, or classical 
violins, are contemporary reminders of America's creative capitalistic 
entrepreneurship.

New York is not alone as America's goodwill ambassador to the world. 
There are many. My personal favorite after New York is Los Angeles – 
especially now that the city has named Eloise Klein Healy, an “immigrant 
from Iowa,” as its first poet laureate, tasked with writing for big occasions 
and with making poetry a public matter. In other words, make L.A. a 
literary city.

L.A. is becoming a literary city, thanks to its libraries literacy programs. 
The program dedicates computers, work space and trained assistants 
specifically assigned to families looking for jobs, those taking English as a 
second language courses or working on homework. 

The success of the program is due in large part to its implementation 
across all the city's libraries as well as the expanding variety of services it 
provides.
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At the Central Resource Library in Overland Park, Kansas, blacksmithing, 
bowling and butchering trade exhibitions are regular fare. In an age where 
people use search engines instead of reference books and download novels 
on Kindles, Nooks and iPads, some public libraries are taking extreme 
measures to stay relevant.

The Berkeley Public Library in California, which has long offered tools like 
saws and demolition hammers for checkout, is expanding its selection in 
response to growing demand.

Public libraries have long served as gathering places and offered a range of 
nonliterary programs.

Trade schools and the need to reintroduce them in the New World Order is 
a topic I address and recommend in Custom Maid Knowledge.

Why can't libraries in Los Angeles and across America provide returning 
veterans GI Bill equivalent educational services with qualified teachers, 
where they can actually get academic credit for time spent learning in 
the library, or learn a trade – a budget the Pentagon could contribute 
to?  Computer companies should be encouraged to donate hardware and 
software, in exchange for tax credits, so that everyone can have access 
to and be trained on state-of-the-art computers with the latest software 
programs – which could be funded by the Defense Department.

If that happens, there is near-term hope for America and its public education 
system.

L.A. is the birthplace and home of Hollywood, great musicians, artists, 
athletes, writers, politicians, economists and ideas – and will continue to be 
so in the New World Order – and has already taken the first giant steps in 
that direction with Silicon Beach – a three mile stretch running from Venice 
to Santa Monica.

America's Future – Silicon Beachfronts
America, like Los Angeles, despite all its economic problems, is an 
increasingly dominant home to the next generation of technology 
companies that will drive the digital revolution in the 21st century.
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Silicon Beach is a slice of territory in L.A. which initially referred to 
Venice and Santa Monica and now includes the rest of L.A. County, where 
Apple, Facebook and Google have opened major campus-size operations 
and where more than 500 newcomer ventures have taken root. Silicon 
Beach culture, unlike Silicon Valley's, is more consumer-oriented, drawing 
on art, entertainment and commerce to explore the intersections between 
technology and gaming, fashion, advertising and video.

Tax breaks and incentives, not to mention all the other creative attributes 
Hollywood and America have, are continuing growth drivers and stabilizers.

America, like L.A., has extraordinary resources to sustain and build its 
tech boom. Starting with its strong technology pool, be it MIT, Harvard, 
Princeton, Penn's Wharton, like UCLA, USC and Caltech, collectively 
graduate more talent than any other country.

Americans also, particularly tech staffers, especially in L.A., tend to 
possess more interdisciplinary skills than their foreign counterparts, 
having developed expertise in cinema, communications, music, design and 
enterpreneurialism while pursuing engineering degrees.

The death in a plane crash in December 2012, of Los Angeles born and 
raised resident Jenni Rivera, the daughter of Mexican immigrants and one 
of the most successful female banda singers in a male-dominated music 
style, was another tragic reminder of the evolving New World Order. 
By busting into the boys' club and delivering experiences, rebuttals and 
celebrations from a woman's perspective, she drew the attention of a whole 
gender of listeners no doubt tired of their husbands' favorite banda singers 
crooning out uncontested boasts.

Jenni reminds me of China's glass-cracking soprano diva first lady Peng 
Liyuan, a pop-folk icon who, unlike her predecessors, is a cosmopolitan 
first lady embodying a more modern and open China.

Political Brotherhood
China's Communist Party brotherhood of comrades has brought about the 
greatest economic expansion in world history. It lifted hundreds of millions 
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of people out of poverty. In the decade since Hu Jintao became secretary-
general of the Communist Party, China's economy has gone from a size of 
$1.5 trillion, the world's sixth-largest, to $7.3 trillion, second only to the U.S. 
Since 2002 per capita income has more than tripled from $1,135 to $5,445, 
transforming China from a low-income country to a middle-income one.

Back then, 38 percent of people lived in cities as opposed to 50 percent 
today. China had no high-speed rail. Now it has the longest network in the 
world. When Hu came to power, just 45 million Chinese used the Internet. 
As he approached the end of his term, almost 600 million were hooked up.

China survived the global financial crisis with the biggest stimulus package 
in history.

Only in 2002, with the withdrawal of Jiang Zemin and the ascendance of 
Hu, has China institutionalized a generational transfer of authority. These 
are huge achievements. Nevertheless, the Communist comrades faced more 
than 300,000 protest-related incidents in 2012, mostly against government 
corruption. The most common complaints include land grabs by property 
developers in cahoots with corrupt local officials.

Xi Jinping, China's new president, had his own Communist-style primary 
battles with his opponents, including the disgraced Bo Xilai – whose 
political downfall many attribute to Xi.

Obama is not alone in his post re-election challenges with a Congress that 
is supposed to represent the people. China's Xi was challenged directly 
by the people and had to deal and balance them with those of his fellow 
princelings in the hierarchy of the Communist Party.

Striking Chinese journalists from the Southern Weekend, a popular weekly 
reform-minded newspaper, in a stand-off with government censors in the 
southern city of Guagzhou, presented Xi and his fellow new leaders with 
their first full-blown political crisis.

It is the first case of open revolt against press censorship since January 
2006, when the magazine Bing Dian (Freezing Point) was closed. 
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The protest by the journalists was triggered by the reworking of a 
New Year's editorial that originally called on authorities to respect the 
constitution, which guarantees the right of free speech and assembly, but 
ended up as a celebration of the government's achievements.

The striking journalists drew high profile support in the media and 
blogosphere, with fellow journalists from other media outlets, prominent 
academics, bloggers and even movie stars joining in.

The protestors encountered push-back from the Communist Party-run media 
with editorials and counter demonstrations in support of the government 
denouncing the striking journalists and their supporters.

Under reasonable assumptions, China's economy should double in size 
during Xi's tenure. That would make it bigger than the U.S. in purchasing 
power parity terms.

China and its leadership, like America's, must fundamentally change and 
transform itself or face the kind of social upheaval that swept away the 
imperial dynasties and ancient warring kingdoms, or political parties in the 
case of America.

Obama's Asia pivot and China offensive should be given the time necessary 
for Obama and Xi to embrace each others' country and lead their people to 
embrace each other and together lead the world away from Armageddon.

The re-emergence of China as a world power has created a high degree of 
discomfort in Washington because America is used to being the dominant 
power in the Asia-Pacific region. The fact is that America has to accept and 
accommodate China, and China must do the same. China became a world 
power in part thanks to the U.S. nuclear umbrella in the region that brought 
about stability and allowed and encouraged strong tiger economies to 
emerge in several countries, China reaping the lion's share of the benefits.

It is not in China's interest, nor is it its intention, to remove America's 
presence from the region, assuming of course it could, which it can't. Both 
countries' economies can grow by working together.
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In our interlocal world, a concept I explained in Custom Maid Knowledge 
and the upcoming Forethought, America's ability to lead has become more 
constrained, according to the U.S. National Intelligence Council. Hence 
the need for America to team up with the right partners to maintain its 
leadership position, even if that means sharing the role with China.

How else can America fix its multilateral trade deficit with China and more 
than 80 other countries since 2010? Washington has to come to grips with 
the fact that the country is facing an unprecedented shortfall in national 
savings. Lacking saving and still wanting to grow, the U.S. must import 
surplus savings from abroad – as it is now doing from China.

China is America's third largest and most rapidly growing export market. 
U.S. focus needs to shift “towards market access – ensuring its companies 
engage Chinese markets as the nation ushers in what could be the greatest 
consumption story of the modern era,” wrote Stephen Roach, former 
chairman of Morgan Stanley Asia and a member of the faculty at Yale.

The outlook for sustainable world growth depends on how the U.S. and 
China address rebalancing imperatives. A role reversal is in order. America 
has to start saving more as China starts consuming more.

Transformational America
Listening to Hank Williams Low Down Blues album on one of my fall 2012 
flights from Tokyo to L.A., Wearin' Out Your Walkin Shoes brought a smile 
to my face as I reflected on what a metaphor the song is for both the U.S.-
Japan and Sino-American relationships. 

America has been a transformational country since its inception. Adapting 
to changing times is in the nation's founding DNA and a constitutional 
cornerstone.

American music and movies move the world – and change it. I was 
reminded of this reality watching Lincoln and Argo. Legislative wheeling 
and dealing are what made America great. Legislative gridlock has been the 
cause of its rapid demise. Lincoln demonstrates the way history, refracted 
through the imaginations of artists, can clarify our values, reminding us of 
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what we stand for, why we stand for it and how much we have sacrificed to 
achieve and safeguard these ideals.

In shaping a narrative around watershed moments of the past, writers, 
filmmakers and songwriters – all artists actually – naturally reflect the 
worries of their own time. But they also have the opportunity to inspire 
us to higher ground. Lincoln was in the works long before the term “fiscal 
cliff” ever passed the lips of a career politician or news reporter, but a 
drama about a rancorous partisan stalemate can't help resonating in today's 
divided partisan America.

Charles McNulty, Los Angeles Times theater critic, summed it up best: 
“'Lincoln' arrives at an unusual blend of austerity and sentimentality to 
unite an audience in a collective appreciation of something that has been 
lost in America –  a shared sense of the common good.”

L.A.'s NBA champion Lakers basketball team had a hard time winning any 
games early in the 2012-2013 season and became a local embarassment, 
while their cross-town rival Clippers were trouncing their opponents in 
a very hot  17-game streak of wins to rise from the division basement to 
become the division leader – and a New World Order reminder of how 
American determination, patience and persistence does pay off – and how 
easy it is for winners and champions to become losers – not only in sports 
but business. Sears vs. Walmart, Kodak vs. Japan, GM & Chrysler vs. 
Japan, AT&T vs. Verizon, Apple vs. IBM, Comcast vs. Universal/NBC, 
Microsoft vs. Macrohard and of course U.S.A. vs. China.

NBC's L.A. studio produced Revolution, “thematic gold” in the words of 
Mary McNamara, senior culture critic for the Los Angeles Times, mining 
the vein running through our collective unconsciousness: Where once we 
feared corruption, we now fear collapse, a technological, social or political 
cataclysm that will change everything.

Like good Spenglerians, we anticipate the inevitable fall – of technology, 
of government, of social structure, of human ascendancy. How long, really, 
before the grand experiment of democracy fails, before a super flu emerges 
or an alien race, before the melting polar ice does us in?
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America is searching for its idealized self, best portrayed in the films The 
Master and Holy Motors, with their explorations of the substance of identity 
and self-definition. In both films, characters grapple with who they are and 
who they might yet be, striving for some idealized self they may never 
become. A metaphor for America?

Mark Olsen summarized who we are best in a piece he wrote for the Los 
Angeles Times. “The answer from this year's films seems to be a clear 
declaration that we are whoever we want to be, becoming whoever we 
must.”

The emergence of two Angelinos near the top of many 2012's best albums 
lists confirms that observation. Kendrick Lamar and Frank Ocean, who 
create a remarkable “yin-yang of the California dream,” in the words of 
Randall Roberts, Los Angeles Times pop music critic, restores my faith that 
the American dream is alive and well – in my old hood and in its Sunset 
Strip and West Hollywood haunts as well.

The year 2012 crystallized the New World Order, a time of rapid change, 
so much so that the Democratic and Republican parties now represent a 
“Coalition of Transformation and a Coalition of Restoration” in the words 
of columnist Ronald Brownstein. The Democrats having the Coalition of 
Transformation because of its coalition of African-Americans, Latinos, 
Asians, women and gays, the largest big cultural and demographic forces 
in America today. The Republicans on the other hand are the Coalition of 
Restoration, overwhelmingly dependent on the votes of whites unsettled by 
these transformational changes.

Americans and their political leaders, regardless of what party they 
belong to, have to respond to the New World Order America, the new 
transformational America. Especially when it comes to the fiscal cliff.

Self-Imposed Fiscal Cliff
The fiscal cliff deadline of January 1, 2013 was self-imposed, make that 
self-inflicted, by the career politicians in Washington. They knew there 
would be automatic cuts to defense and social programs of more than 
$1 trillion – yet again they kicked the can down the road and avoided 
making them.



26

With the 2012 election ad wars barely over, the fiscal cliff ad wars began. 
Targeting members of Congress and the White House with ads to preserve 
and fight for the preservation of their respective budget entitlements of the 
past. Some groups were pushing to overhaul entitlement programs such as 
Social Security and Medicare. Others were trying to prevent just that. Some 
wanted budget talks to include corporate-tax changes; others want to ensure 
protection for sector-specific tax incentives.

Meanwhile, neither the White House nor Congress would “back down,” to 
paraphrase, Tom Petty & the Heartbreakers.

And guess what? The career politicians in Washington don't really know 
what they are talking about because their respective arguments are based 
on projections that are 20, or even 70 years away. If they can't work with 
yesterday and today's numbers, which is what got America into the mess 
it is in in the first place, why does anyone think they can or will with 
projected guesses?

We're talking about projections of the cost of “entitlements” – a noxious 
way of referring to Medicare and Social Security, excellent programs that 
most workers have paid for during their working careers and that have kept 
millions of Americans healthy and out of poverty.

No one – no business, no government agency – makes plans today based 
on a vision of the world 20 years ahead. IBM doesn't do it. Google doesn't 
do it. The Department of Defense doesn't do it. “Not even life insurance 
companies, which might be said to live in the future, do it,” wrote Michael 
Hiltzik,  a Los Angeles Times columnist.

Forecasting healthcare costs is a mug's game, make that a shmuck's game. 
In a 2008 paper, economists Glenn Follette and Louise Sheiner of the 
Federal Reserve observed that the nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office 
unwisely projected healthcare costs into the future by assuming that the 
trends of the past would continue.

There is something fundamentally wrong when people who have worked 
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and paid their share into Social Security are being asked to delay their 
retirement and receive less when they do.

It is also fundamentally wrong to make today's and tomorrow's workers 
and taxpayers bear the burden of career politicians' mistakes – while their 
capitalist cronies continue to benefit from tax breaks and federal corporate 
entitlements.

The first part of the fiscal cliff is the end of the tax cuts enacted under 
President George W. Bush. In order to bypass a rule forbidding laws that 
would significantly increase the federal deficit over a 10-year period, 
Congress mandated that the tax cuts would lapse after 10 years. Congress 
passed a two-year extension in 2010. If Congress did nothing by Dec. 31, 
tax rates would return to 2000 levels.

In case you don't remember the 2000 tax code: The maximum tax rate 
was 39.6 percent vs. 35 percent. Dividends were taxed at your maximum 
income tax rate, vs. 15 percent. Long term capital gains were taxed at 20 
percent vs. 15 percent. Congress also has to fix the alternative minimum 
tax levels which will kick in at 2000 levels if no action is taken. About 30 
million more people would have to pay AMT for the 2012 tax year than for 
2011 if the fix isn't made.

Also scheduled to end is the holiday on the payroll tax. As part of the 
federal stimulus efforts, the payroll tax temporarily dropped from 6.2 
percent to 4.2 percent. Because that was not extended, the typical worker 
has to pay an additional $1,000 a year in taxes.

Then there is sequestration, which would mean $110 billion in mandatory 
cuts in defense and other government spending, excluding Medicare and 
Social Security. The effects of the cuts and the tax increases would cut the 
2013 deficit in half, which is good if you hate the deficit. But the cost is 
high. Taxes will increase by at least $2,200 for the average family and rise 
to $3,700 for many taxpayers. The CBO estimates it will push the nation 
into recession and send the unemployment rate up to at least 9 percent.
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Is that really that bad? Isn't it time We the Maids stopped career politicians 
from kicking the can down the road and start tackling and cleaning up the 
deficit mess before it is too late and America faces the unemployment and 
desperate times Greece, Spain, Portugal and many other European and 
African countries are confronted with today? After all, as House Speaker 
John Boehner said during the fiscal cliff negotiations, “Washington has a 
spending problem. Let's be honest – we're broke.”

It is time We the Apathetic Maids sweep in the tax reforms needed to 
recharge and restart the economy – a subject I discuss with tax reform 
proposals in Chapter 3.

America took in $2.45 trillion in 2011 and spent $3.54 trillion, leaving us 
with a deficit of about $1.1 trillion. America can do that from time to time, 
but 2011 marked the fourth year in a row We the Apathetic Maids spent over 
$1 trillion more than we took in. Just in that time, we've borrowed more 
than $17,000 for each man, woman and child in America.

The interest payments on all that debt is a massive $258 billion a year. 
That is more than we spend on the departments of Commerce, Education, 
Interior, Energy, State, Homeland Security and Justice combined!

The Congressional Budget Office projects that if we don't tackle some of 
this debt, our interest payments will soar to $1 trillion a year by 2023.

I agree with Sheila Bair, former chair of the FDIC and a Fortune magazine 
contributor, who wants to institute pay for performance for elected officials.

Pay for performance has improved management in the private sector. So 
why not try it with the folks in D.C.?

For instance, one-half of compensation for corporate directors is frequently 
paid in stock, which must be held for several years. The idea is to align 
their economic incentives with the long-term profitability of the company. 
There is no stock ownership in the federal government, obviously, but 
we do issue a lot of debt in the form of Treasury bonds. So why not start 
paying members of Congress and the president half of their compensation 
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in 10-year Treasury debt, which they must hold until maturity. Members 
of Congress make roughly $180,000, so under this proposal, they would 
get $90,000 in cash and $90,000 in 10-year Treasuries. For the president, it 
would be $200,000 cash and $200,000 in T-bonds.

Most career politicians have never run a business or had to meet a payroll. 
Yet they are charged with running our nation's economy and business. This 
point was brought home to me in a discussion I had with Craig Kisciras, 
president of Rx Vitamins for Pets at the Central Veterinary Convention 
in San Diego in early December 2012. “None of them have ever done 
anything, not even run a lemonade stand,” Craig said in exasperation as we 
discussed the approaching fiscal cliff. “Yet they have the power to regulate 
business and run our lives,” he added.

“You mean ruin our economy and lives,” I said in response.

If the economy does well and if they get our fiscal house in order and 
institute pro-growth tax and spending policies, those 10-year bonds should 
hold their value. If not, those bonds become worthless. Aligning pay with 
long-term performance can be a good way to change politicians' behavior 
for the better. Not only in America, but in China and the rest of the world.

Short-Term Gain is Long-Term Pain
The temporary short-term partial fix by only increasing taxes on those 
earning $400,000 or more, 1 percent of the population, while kicking the 
necessary agreed to sequestration cuts can down the road, actually increased 
the deficit, gave money to Puerto Rican rum companies and increased taxes 
for all U.S. taxpayers.

The fix allowed a two-percentage point payroll-tax cut to expire. That will 
reduce the annual purchasing power of workers by $115 billion, or roughly 
$1,000 per working household.

As if that is not a bad enough way to start 2013, central banks are pumping 
up the money supply in order to restore a semblance of growth. This, 
together with keeping interest rates at rock bottom, is forcing down the 
value of currencies in an attempt to promote exports.
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The Japanese are leading the herd with the new prime minister, Shinzo Abe, 
strong-arming Japan's central bank into printing oodles of new yen in a bid 
to deflate the currency and out-export China.

The U.S. Federal Reserve is not far behind and has promised to print as 
many dollars as needed to bring down unemployment below 6.5 percent.

China has countered by turning on its own monetary taps, flooding China's 
inefficient state firms with endless subsidy.

In the short term, this monetary policy is going to send stock markets 
soaring in early 2013, much to the bankers delight as they lobby Congress 
to continue to avoid addressing the fiscal cliff calamity by continuing to 
kick the can whenever and wherever they can.

While trying to protect and develop new factory jobs, while devaluing 
their currencies in the vain hope of selling more overseas and jacking up 
the prices of stock markets, what is the end result? A flood of under-priced 
goods on the world market – which is precisely what happened at the 
beginning of 2013. The long-term result being a major slump which has 
already started to unfold in Europe because of its political and economic 
impotence.

America did nothing to arrest the escalating national debt in either the 
short or long term. It did not raise the legal debt ceiling, without which the 
Treasury will have to suspend new bond issues and stop paying some bills.

The temporary fix cuts $737 billion from deficits over the coming decade, 
primarily through $618 billion of higher taxes on the rich and the resulting 
interest savings. But that barely dents the $10 trillion in deficits America 
was on track to accumulate in that time, roughly 5 percent of GDP on 
current policies, according to the Congressional Budget Office. The 
Committee for a Responsible Federal Budget, an independent watchdog, 
reckons it will take tax increases and spending cuts totaling $2.65 
trillion-3.9 trillion to stabilize the debt near its 2012 ratio, 74 percent of 
GDP, by 2022.
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The deal, in the words of Ronald Brownstein, a senior writer at the National 
Journal, was the fiscal deal of doom that “simultaneously set back the goals 
of the left, right and center.” The entire country and many others.

The deal was a political nonstarter. A slow-burning fuse to disaster. It does 
not even qualify as a stop-gap measure. It did not address spending, nor 
raise the debt limit. Democratic Sen. Joe Manchin from West Virginia 
summed it up best. “Something has gone terribly wrong when the biggest 
threat to our American economy is the American Congress.”

The dysfunctionality of Congress is caused by one primary fact: Too many 
career politicians in Congress who no longer worry about general elections, 
and therefore the national good. They are only concerned that they are not 
confronted by well-funded primary opponents who will challenge them for 
not being ideologically pure. Especially now that they can raise unlimited 
funds without having to disclose where the money is coming from.
 
Only We the Apathetic Maids can change that at the ballot box.

We have to acknowledge and recognize that President Obama, in the 
words of Gideon Rachman of the Financial Times, “is a prisoner of 
circumstances.” He is a helpless prisoner of a broken system and cannot 
pass any law or get a budget through without the consent of a House of 
Representatives that is controlled by his bitter ideological and political 
enemies. And for good reason. They are beholden to their financial masters 
who fund their elections.

According to a study by the nonprofit groups Demos and the U.S. Public 
Interest Research Group, contributions to super PACs by just 61 large 
donors averaged $4.7 million each, matching the combined donations of 1.4 
million donors of $250 or less to the Romney and Obama campaigns.

Whose voices were the most likely to have resonated more loudly in the 
halls of the White House and Congress – the 61 donors or the 1.4 million?

Sandy & Friends
It took the devastation of Superstorm Sandy to get President Obama to 
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mention climate change. He acknowledged that global warming is “a threat 
to our children's future, and we owe it to them to do something about it.”

Visiting New York and New Jersey a couple of months after Sandy's 
devastating impact and listening to friends' stories of their tragic loss, or 
that of their friends and relatives loss of homes, was heart-wrenching. 

What was even more shocking was that the career politicians in Washington 
had done nothing to provide the $60 billion needed to pay for the 
emergency relief so desperately needed because they were preoccupied with 
the fiscal cliff nonstarter political storm as temperatures dropped and winter 
storms approached to inflict even more misery on the battered East Coast.

When the politicians did finally get around to voting for the long overdue 
relief package, they also approved a measure that authorize the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency to make direct grants to churches, 
mosques, synagogues and other houses of worship “without regard to 
religious character of the facility or the primary religious use of the 
facility.”

The House dispensed with holding even a single hearing before passing the 
bill, which abandons decades of Supreme Court precedent and longstanding 
administrative rules barring direct taxpayer financing of religious activities.

The First Amendment does not allow a Hurricane Sandy exception to pay 
for the rebuilding of damaged houses of worship.

What puzzled me was the lesson lost after the Katrina storm surge took 
1,800 lives and cost taxpayers more than $100 billion to rebuild New 
Orleans. To encircle it with a state-of-the-art steel-based wall with enough 
powerful pumping stations to drain the bowl-city of New Orleans. So why 
wasn't America prepared for Sandy and the damage its storm surge would 
do? Especially when Congress vowed after Katrina that never again would 
America  be unprepared.

Much of the damage caused by Sandy could have been avoided if America 
had been better prepared. That is where infrastructure dollars should be 
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spent by the Defense Department and outsourced to the private sector. That 
would also bring down unemployment.

So what is America going to do to prepare for Katrina and Sandy's 
successors? They will only be more intense with greater storm surges 
because of the melting polar icebergs and icecaps in Greenland.

I left the devastation of America's East Coast for Scotland to spend 
Christmas and New Year, only to be greeted there by a flooded United 
Kingdom. The worst floods England had ever experienced and the second 
worst the U.K. as a whole had experienced – the floods I wrote about and 
warned were on their way in Feasting Dragon, Starving Eagle.

Scotland's dramatic countryside was featured in the Bond film Skyfall. Its 
great scenic hiking trails and whisky trails are a sight to behold and a great 
way to celebrate Hogmany – New Year's Eve and the New World Order. 

Waking up to the smell of fresh brewed coffee, a light drizzle and the 
sight of grazing sheep across lush pastures of different hews of green on 
undulating hills capped with trees at Hawknest farm, a friends' farm off 
the road from Galashiels to Lauder near the Scotland-England border, after 
sharing good conversation, listening to local country rocker George Inglis 
sing Barstool Cowboy and the rest of his CD Rockin Horse, to the sound of 
80 mph winds howling through the night, while sipping single malts, is one 
of the many reasons Scotland was named the world's top travel destination 
in 2013 by CNN – and in September 2014, was the first to question by 
popular vote union, secession, devolution, independence and interlocalism!

Sandy and other storms across America, including the downpour that 
flooded Las Vegas, and contemporary China super storm Vincent, severe 
tropical storm Saola, typhoon Danry and their flooding downpours in 
Beijing, Tianjin, Fujian and across the rest of China and Asia, which 
all caused severe damage across China as Sandy did to America, ended 
the silence about climate change. Sandy and friends, including 2012's 
historic heat waves – 2012 was the hottest year on record for the Lower 48 
contiguous U.S. states, according to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration – droughts in the U.S. and China – and wildfires and deadly 
blizzards that battered the Plains and Midwest in the U.S. – not to mention 
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an unprecedented ice melt in the Arctic and flooding in the United Kingdom 
and Europe, has brought global warming back into political focus. Let's 
make sure we keep it in focus in the New World Order.

Egypt's Unfinished Revolution
Egypt's Mohamed Morsi was not only a peacemaker but a naive saboteur of 
his country's unfinished revolution. Morsi's successful brokering of a cease-
fire between Israel and Hamas had given him widening international and 
domestic support, a feat unmatched by any other Arab leader in the modern 
era, and offered the prospect that Egypt might again lead the region in the 
New World Order, as it did under Gamal Abdel Nasser in the 1950s.

Egypt is the first Islamic government to negotiate with Israel, even though 
as only an intermediary between Israel and Hamas, while leaning toward 
Hamas' point of view – and securing for itself other economic, military and 
political benefits that only further empower Egypt. 

But then he overreached. Instead of consolidating the power he had 
amassed in service of his country's emerging democracy, he grabbed for 
more by issuing an emergency decree on November 22, 2012, appropriating 
sweeping new powers, including immunity for his decisions from judicial 
challenge, thus doing the impossible – uniting the opposition. 

On assuming the presidency, he displayed a previously hidden talent for deft 
public stagecraft: During his inaugural speech in Tahrir Square, he opened 
his jacket to reveal that he, unlike Mubarak, didn't need a bullet-proof 
vest, suggesting he was a man of the people. Then, less than two months 
after his swearing-in, he astonished both his allies and critics by replacing 
several top generals and making himself the military's commander-in-chief, 
modeled after America.

His first few foreign trips to China and Iran were quickly interpreted by the 
punditocracy as an effort to pull Egypt out of the American orbit.

The facts are that although Morsi declined to adopt the harshest 
interpretation of Shari'a law, did not imposed dress codes on women and 
tourists, and whatever his rhetoric, did not tear up Egypt's peace treaty with 
Israel nor flung open Egypt's border with Gaza to take pressure off Hamas, 
he was a repressive pharaoh.

Morsi believes that Islam and the Muslim Brotherhood are democratic, a 
subject I addressed in Custom Maid Spin.
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“This stems from Islamic belief – freedom for everyone, freedom of belief, 
freedom of expressing their opinions, equality, stability, human rights. 
This is coming from our belief: democracy. But also responsibility. We 
cannot get stable unless we have freedom, democracy, rights for everyone, 
equal rights, equal rights for men and women, for Muslims Christians, for 
whoever is carrying an opinion. The common thing is the nationality, the 
citizenship – Egyptian, that's all,” Morsi told Time Magazine in an article 
published in its December 10, 2012 issue.

Unfortunately, Morsi did not practice what he preached and was deposed 
in July 2013 by military chief Abdel Fattah el-Sisi after popular protests 
demanded an end to his rule. Sisi gave up his posts as field marshal and 
defense minister to run for president. It was a foregone conclusion he would 
win.

President Sisi is more repressive than the Brotherhood and dictatorships 
that preceded them. In the first case under his presidency, a criminal court 
handed down in June 2014 a 15-year prison sentence against one of the 
leading figures of the 2011 uprising against Hosni Mubarak. The heavy 
sentence for Alaa Abdel Fattah and his 23 codefendants bodes ill for any 
easing of the crackdown on dissent in Egypt in the near future.

Many Egyptians were disillusioned by Morsi's incompetence and high-
handedness, but the Arab Spring released a desire for political reform that 
can't be permanently stifled. Only by allowing democracy and rule of law to 
flourish can there be a hope of Egypt's troubles being reversed.

Egypt is the cradle of the Old World Order civilization represented by the 
pyramids, its rich history of centuries past and now the cradle of the New 
World Order in the Arab world. Its past is prologue to the New World Order 
in the Arab world and the Middle East.

Yin, Yang and Hope
China is America's banker, its largest creditor. The more than $1.3 trillion 
in American debt held by China could threaten the U.S. financial system 
even more than a fleet of submarines or aircraft carriers. It therefore 
makes imminent sense for both countries to work together to restructure 
their own respective economies – and the global economy. Given the 
political, military and economic complexity of the U.S.-Sino relationship, 
it is imperative that the leaders of the two countries get to understand 
each other better, not only their people's security, but the political and 
economic security needed to restore a peaceful and stable global economic 
environment.
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The leaders of both countries have much to learn about each other. Both 
possess the tools necessary to forge a constructive all-inclusive coalition. 
All it takes is patience, time and constructively digesting history.

Great powers of the past, starting with Portugal in the 15th century, with 
an empire from the Western Pacific in Macau, through the Indian Ocean 
with its outpost in Goa, to both West and East Africa and stretching across 
the Atlantic to Brazil. Portugal was followed by Spain, the Netherlands, 
Britain, France Germany, Russia, Japan and America.

Every one of these nine powers built their empires by conquest, destruction, 
enslavement, executions, rape and pillage.

America was built by slaves, the genocide of native Americans, wars and 
territorial acquisitions from Mexico, France and Russia, the control of 
neighboring countries in the Caribbean through the expulsion of other 
powers, the unilateral imposition of the Monroe Doctrine declaring Latin 
America a U.S. sphere of influence, culminating in the Spanish-American 
war that expelled Spain from Puerto Rico, Cuba, Guam and the Philippines.

China is trying to break its nine predecessors pattern and great-power rising 
paradigm by resorting to historical legal arguments that merit America's 
support.

Ties between America and China will grow stronger as long as the two 
focus on their common interests instead of their differences. The U.S. has 
to come to terms with the new multipolar world order and embrace it. The 
seeds of the now all-important U.S.-China relationship were sown in 1784 
when America had been an independent nation for only a few months.

The Empress of China set sail from New York to Canton and established 
the first direct contact between the two countries.

China and America have to build on the bilateral foundation stone laid by 
Barack Obama and Xi Jinping at their informal summit at Sunnylands in 
southern California in June 2013. Only then can both countries live their 
dreams.

There is no doubt that America and China are global powers. But in the 
more complex world of cooperation and competition today, what counts 
most is cooperative leadership. It is time for America and China to accept 
each others' superpower status, notwithstanding their different forms and 
style, because they are complimentary – yin and yang. That is the only way 
to prevent Armageddon.
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REASONS FOR AMERICA’S THIRD REVOLUTION
It is words, not weapons, which change the world.
– Sebastien Condemine, Teacher, Nairobi

Words and Their Actions
The pen has always been mightier than the sword. Words, like those of the 
Founding Fathers, can change the world, but they take time to study, learn, 
rehearse, practice and lots of patience and perserverence. Much has changed 
on the geopolitical landscape since 2004 and 2007, when Custom Maid 
Spin and Custom Maid Knowledge, Volumes I and II of the Custom Maid 
trilogy, were published. Long overdue dramatic political changes are taking 
place in America and the world it once led and aspires to lead again. More 
changes are needed, not only in America, but in China and all freedom-
loving countries, where change is taking place at a much faster pace than in 
America.

A cursory review of the global disorder discussed in the first two volumes 
of the trilogy is in order to set the backdrop for this book – the final 
installment.

The introduction to Custom Maid Spin spelled out my definition of America 
and Americans. “America is a borderless and seamless ideal created by 
the Founding Fathers. Many throughout the world dream and aspire to 
become 'Americans'. The term American in the book therefore refers to 
all Americans. Citizens, residents, dreamers and wannabees. The true 
believers, atheists, Buddhists, Christians, Hindus, Jews and Muslims who 
worship the ideal that is America.”

The first two volumes of the trilogy shared my observations on the 
dysfunctional state of domestic and foreign affairs in America, questioned 
our acceptance of political and religious hypocrisy, its violent mismanaged 



38

distortion of the truth by the media and career politicians, misperception of  
what is false, and our inability and reluctance to acquire the knowledge 
needed to wisely and deliberately bring about constructive political change 
– back to the fundamental principles of the Constitution. 

Custom Maid War (2005) and Feasting Dragon, Starving Eagle (2009) 
were respectively penned and published after each of the first two volumes 
of the trilogy to point out and emphasize the political and economic 
devastation that Washington and Beijing career politicians and their Wall 
Street bankers have brought about with unnecessary wars that have allowed 
China to grow and prosper at the expense of America’s economically and 
politically starving citizens.

Among the many resulting devastating legacies our children in America 
inherited as a result were a President George W. Bush and his top aides who 
lied thousands of times on hundreds of occasions, to justify the March 2003 
invasion of Iraq – without being punished for their malfeasance; and the 
global financial meltdown that followed the subprime and corporate credit 
rating lies that will haunt our children and grandchildren in the future – 
while the bankers and career politicians, Democrats and Republicans alike, 
who created the mess We the Apathetic Maids have to clean up – and are 
now paying for the privilege of doing so – are handsomely rewarded. 

Likewise, among the many resulting devastating legacies children in China 
inherited are the massacre of innocent students in Tiananmen Square in 
1989 that the Communist Party refuses to acknowledge to this day, and 
a political dictatorship that supports like-minded brutal dictatorships in 
Africa, Asia and Syria that oppress and slaughter their own people – without 
being punished for their malfeasance, and a global flood of refugees – 
which We the Apathetic Maids have to pay for – while the corrupt dictators 
bank their ill-gotten spoils.

We the People just accept these conditions as irreversible. But imagine 
the possibilities if the interlocal United States of Apathy again becomes an 
active harmonious and UNITED community that acts on words – true and 
false – with the spirit and determination of the Founding Fathers.
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Apathy to Revolution
When I first sat down to write the Custom Maid trilogy in the 1980s, this 
volume was to be titled Custom Maid Apathy because of the lethargy of 
citizens worldwide, but especially in America, where people who have the 
power to bring about revolutionary change through the ballot box refuse 
to exercise their hard-fought basic human and personal rights for which so 
many patriotic Americans have sacrificed their lives to preserve.

My book Custom Maid Spin lamented the political apathy of America’s 
young adults because it enabled the political establishment to focus its 
campaign budgets on the vegged-out seniors whose paid excursions to the 
ballot boxes ensured the perpetual residence in Washington of Wall Street’s 
political puppets. 

Much has changed in America and the countries it leads – tries to contain 
and is in conflict with – since the late 1990s and the early years of the 21st 

century. Youth has been awakened because of the Internet and their growing 
awareness of their surrounding corrupt political and religious injustices. In 
the process, they also woke up their employed and unemployed wage-slave 
parents and grandparents – and together elected and re-elected President 
Barack Obama – and germinated and recharged in 2012 the Jasmine 
Revolution and Tea Party and Occupy Wall Street movements. Starting with 
the heirs of the Founding Fathers' Boston Tea Party that spilled over and 
was lapped up by the Arab and Iranian lovers of Jasmine flowers and tea, 
along with the coffee drinking Greeks and Europeans. 

The election of Obama in 2008 and 2012 was the result of America’s 
reawakening to the ideals of the Founding Fathers, the U.S. Constitution 
and Bill of Rights – to the chagrin of many career politicians and their 
extremist political hijackers – that We the People regret having lost and 
were determined to retake – and did.

Young Americans voted in their largest numbers in 2008 and 2012 since the 
Vietnam War. Not surprising really when, for 25-to-54-year-olds – the bulk 
of the work force in 2012 – the unemployment rate was 7.1 percent. But for 
18-to-24-year-olds, the rate was more than twice that at 15.7 percent.



40

“These numbers could mean real problems for all Americans, but 
particularly for the next generation. Maybe tomorrow's young married 
couples will decide they don't have enough money to have a child, or to 
raise a second or third one. Maybe, day-care costs them so much, they 
decide it makes more sense for a spouse to stay home and care for the kids 
than to work. One-income families would have lower incomes, longer 
commutes and lower standards of living,” wrote Keith Hall, a senior 
research fellow at the Mercatus Center at George Mason University, chief 
economist for the White House Council of Economic Advisors from 2005 
to 2008 and commissioner of the Bureau of Labor Statistics from 2008 until 
2012.

Many Americans were under-employed, or were unemployed and no longer 
actively looking for jobs. They did not show up on the jobs reports radar 
screens. At the same time, many baby boomers watched their retirement 
savings tank in their last years before retirement and today are still working 
longer or have gone back to work to make up the difference.

Youth and their elders, of all colors, races, sexes and sexual persuasions, 
turned out in more than respective numbers to keep Obama in the White 
House and allow the Republicans to retain their chokehold on the House of 
Representatives. Latinos and Asian-Americans turned out in great numbers 
and voted overwhelmingly for Obama.

Latino and Asian-American voters made the difference in the swing states 
of Virginia, Nevada, Pennsylvania and Florida.

The time is right for another American Revolution. Actually, it is imperative 
for America and China to get back to their constitutional foundations 
as envisioned by the Founding Fathers of both countries – Washington, 
Adams, Jefferson, Madison and the rest of the boys, together with   Chen 
Duxio (1921-1927), Qu Qiubai (1927-1928), Xiang Zhongfa (1928-1931), 
Qin Bangxian (1931-1935), Zhang Wentian (1935-1945) and Mao Zedong 
(1945-1976) and his Long March followers and modern-day gang of self-
serving adherents – and away from the precipice of another self-inflicted 
Armaggedon cliff like the Great Leap Forward.
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America is unraveling domestically at the federal, state, county, and 
city levels and geopolitically in the Arab and Muslim world – and far 
beyond in Asia, Europe and Latin America – as We the Maids kick back 
and bear witness to the historic economic disintegration of U.S. power. 
Notwithstanding its economic decline, America remains overwhelmingly 
the most powerful country in the world, or in history. Its military might 
overshadows most of its allies and enemies combined – to no economic 
avail to We the People – only to the military-industrial complex and the 
plutocrats.

Why does America repeatedly continue to get its foreign policy wrong 
and back totalitarian regimes that can be its puppets and oppose those 
democratically elected by the people, who refuse to have America be their 
puppeteer? The result is that America continues to become more isolated 
and rejected in the world it once dominated.

This book looks at the political and economic injustices that an oversized, 
bloated and dysfunctional federal government has created to support itself 
and its financial backers – including China – and recommends the steps and 
actions we must take to minimize – and hopefully end – political apathy 
in the New World Disorder. It is time for We the Maids to sweep in the 
revolutionary changes needed to fix America – to reduce the size of the 
federal government, restore state rights and the constitutional cornerstones 
designed by the Founding Fathers that created the great democratic 
republic.

Change in the Air
In 2003, I wrote in the preface to Volume I of this trilogy that “America has 
undergone a tremendous transformation since the pilgrims landed. America 
has changed from vanilla WASP to Cherry Garcia white-patched butterfly, 
with butterfly ballots. Or is it a multicultural scoop of Ooey Gooey cake? 
Apple pie America is a racial blender of carmelized apple. Rich, heavy and 
lite.”

Racial identity in America today is more culture than color. The 2010 
census confirmed that American reality – especially for Asian-Americans 
and Latinos of all shades of Americana.
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The good news from the 2008 and 2012 presidential elections was Barack 
Obama, who fits the carmelized bill to a tee. What’s more, he got We the 
Apathetic Maids to register to vote – and to actually turn out. His slogans 
“Yes We Can” and “Forward” messages of change resonated throughout 
America and the world across all color and religious lines. 

From my perspective at the time during both elections in Hong Kong, the 
level of interest and enthusiasm voiced by locals, foreigners and American 
expatriates about the Obama candidacy was unprecedented. Obama polled 
65.6 percent of the Democrats Abroad primary votes. He took 72.6 percent 
in the Asia-Pacific region and 75.3 percent of the Hong Kong votes. The 
Hong Kong vote for Obama was among the highest proportion in 164 
countries and territories where Democrats Abroad voted. The complexity of 
the carmelized blending of his makeup and personality has universal appeal 
and has re-ignited the American Dream. We the Apathetic Maids are starting 
to wake up and speak up and demand change for a forward thinking better 
government. 

In the 2008 election, 60 million Americans eligible to vote didn't because 
the registration rules were too complicated to follow. Voter registration 
is governed by state law, which varies from county to county in most 
states and city by city. So there are at least 50 different registration rules 
for federal elections. Not much had changed by the 2012 election and in 
fact some states made it harder to register and are being challenged in the 
federal courts.

The Obama administration wants voter registration to be simpler. It should 
be. Why not automatically register people of voting age as a birthday 
present from America?

While watching the 2012 U.S. presidential, congressional and state election 
returns with several fellow American expatriates at the Main Bar of the 
Foreign Correspondents Club in Hong Kong, the list of electoral reforms 
needed to fix democracy in America kept growing longer after each round 
of celebratory drinks consumed when the electoral vote tallies were 
announced after a state's votes were completed, or close enough to project.
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Walter Kent, a retired banker and long time FCC member, got everyone's 
silent attention as he presented his case on why American expatriates should 
have their own representatives in Congress. “We expats are the 18th or 19th 
largest state of the union with more than 7.5 million, maybe eight. And yet 
we don't have a single representative in Congress because we vote from 
our last registered districts in the U.S. where we voted. We should have 
a representative in Congress representing expatriate Americans,” Walter 
declared to a round of applause and toasts of “right on” and another round 
ordered.

“How many representatives should we and D.C. that has non get?” I asked.

“The fairest way is to give us and D.C. the same as each of the states have,” 
Walter answered. “But I recognize that it would distort too many factors 
such as population. Why not do what was done in 1960 with Washington, 
D.C.,” Walter continued. “It was given three electoral votes based on 
the number given to the smallest state, either Hawaii or Alaska. So why 
shouldn't we expats and D.C. get the same number?”

American expatriates and D.C. citizens should have their own voting 
representatives in Congress. They cannot be non-voting members like the 
current six members representing the Virgin Islands, Guam, North Manana, 
Samoa and Washington, D.C.

By giving U.S. expats three electoral votes, the issue of a potential tie in the 
electoral college would become a moot point.

It took President George W. Bush just eight years to reincarnate and 
reinforce the ugly-American Islamaphobic prejudice and greedy war-
mongering oil-thirsty underbelly to trigger the demand for change.

For a multiracial black American to receive so many votes from WASPs, 
barely 43 years after the 1965 Voting Rights Act gave African-Americans 
full participation in U.S. elections for the first time is the most dramatic 
evidence of how America has become a carmelized apple. The kind of apple 
the world wants – but many Americans hate. 

That hate surfaced in the November 2010 midterm election when the 
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young carmelized voters dropped out again and allowed the old, rich, white 
Republicans, who turned out by the millions, to catapult the Republicans 
into Congress, governors mansions and statehouses. The newborn Tea Party 
movement became a high-octane caffeinated “get out the vote” jolt. That 
jolt continued to rock the country during the 2012 presidential election until 
racism took another ugly turn.

The Retreat
I was visiting the U.S. that tragic February 2012 when 17-year-old Trayvon 
Martin was killed in the gated community of the Retreat at Twin Lakes in 
Sanford, Florida. I was there through March and early April as the protests 
and counter-protests overshadowed an even uglier Republican primary 
campaign season. A killing that mirrored how divided America is was 
reflected in the Republican primary and the unfair and unjustified criticism 
of the nation's president.

Instant racist polarization. A single shot that exposed how raw and divided 
vigilante America still is over the issue of race and racism, not to mention 
gun control. The ensuing supercharged national debate highlighted how 
explosive the subject of race is in America. The partisan news cycles, fueled 
by social media, instead of trying to bring the country together, further 
polarized and poisoned the nation. It was ugly. What happened to looking at 
the facts and having an honest exchange of views instead of pre-calibrated 
destructive arguments that bear no relevance to the facts?

An unarmed African-American teenager killed by an Anglo-Latino 
Neighborhood Watch coordinator under questionable and conflicting 
circumstances.

For Sanford to be elevated and be mentioned and compared with Selma and 
Birmingham is an insult to the civil rights activists of the 1960s. All one 
has to do is look at the racial divide that once defined racially integrated 
Sanford. U.S. Highway17-92 served as the inviolable line that separated 
black and white communities. 

The Retreat, and the tragic death of its guest Trayvon, is a reflection of how 
broken and dysfunctional America is. Homes that sold there for $250,000 
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at the height of the real estate market before the 2008 subprime crash 
now sell at half that price. George Zimmerman, the Neighborhood Watch 
coordinator, used to make $10,000 a month as a mortgage banker before he 
became unemployed; vacant storefronts; and Trayvon's single father visiting 
his girlfriend and her teenage son Chad at the Retreat – for whom Trayvon 
bought the Skittles. Both Trayvon and Zimmerman had their run-ins with 
the laws they couldn't live with. Don't we all?

They got into a fight. An innocent African-American boy died because 
his Anglo-Latino opponent had a gun and was justified in using it under 
Florida's Stand Your Ground law. Is this the kind of ground America wants 
to stand on? Trayvon is America's child, and like all our children, had the 
right to live.

America shouldn't be about color. It doesn't matter if one is black, brown, 
yellow or white. Let's just do what is right. It's about life. The lives of our 
children and grandchildren. How do we stop their pointless premature 
deaths? That is our responsibility as parents. Life is too precious. Especially 
the lives of our children.

The blame game – especially when it is debatable and not clear-cut black-
and-white, only inflames the nascent injustices in society that we should 
be consciously working to heal. Periodically picking at a healing scab only 
brings back the pain and reopens wounds that We the Apathetic Maids 
should be tending to ensure they heal and we grow.

Time to Reconcile
The expensive slick packaged politically acrimonious and vindictive mud- 
slinging ads that marked the November 2010 midterm election and 2012 
presidential campaigns showcased the country's deep divisions and were 
un-American and not something I believe the Founding Fathers would look 
kindly upon.

Reconciling America again with itself and the rest of the world, especially 
China, is a priority We the Maids must adopt if America is to again become 
the powerful bright beacon on the hill that it once was.



46

America was built by come-back-kids who dared challenge establishment 
pundits whose poor judgment was proven wrong.  So why is there no 
room in America today for the public to discuss or debate self-serving 
establishment laws and regulations that the career politicians serving 
financial and corporate interests push through? America today has none 
of the democratic philosophical or political debates of Jerusalem in the 
talmudic Moses-Jesus tradition, Athens during the time of Aristotle-Plato, 
or of the Founding Fathers in Philadelphia and today in Washington and 
every state capitol as envisioned by the Constitution and Bill of Rights. 
Why?

Judeo-Greco-Euro-English Enlightenment democracy, the best of which 
was adopted by America’s Founding Fathers, is like American baseball, 
football and basketball, full of surprises. You don’t have to be a league 
champion to win the championship. Underdogs win it as well. That’s true in 
democracy too.

The Packers and Jets, two No. 6 NFL seeds, made it to the conference 
championship games and the Packers went on to win Super Bowl XLV 
in 2011. Talk about wild cards! Superbowls have featured non-division 
winners. How the trash-talking Jets beat the Patriots in the Super Bowl 
shocked a lot of people, but not Rex Ryan, the Jets boastful coach. He is 
the epitomy of American brashness with attitude, that is so American – that 
changes expectations – game plans and results. 

Better yet, how about the San Francisco 49ers shootout win over the 
favored New Orleans Saints  in January 2012, on their road to the Super 
Bowl that was side-tracked by New York's Giants, who went on to win it 
against the favored New England Patriots? Especially now that we know 
the Saints secretly doled out cash rewards to players who intentionally 
injured opponents to get them off the field and out of the game.

The same happened in basketball in 2011 when the defending champion 
Los Angeles Lakers got eliminated by the  Dallas  Mavericks who then 
went on to the finals against Miami – and won!

What about the Cardinals winning the 2011 World Series? A team that 
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erased a 10½-game deficit to squeeze into the playoffs? A team given no 
chance against the mighty Milwaukee Brewers and Texas Rangers. They 
trailed the Brewers in the NL Championship Series before winning four 
of the next five games to get to the World Series. And once there they had 
to overcome deficits five times in Game 6 alone to stay alive, forcing a 
decisive Game 7.

For Texas in the World Series, twice in Game 6, they were ahead by two 
runs and just a pitch away from a championship. Yet each time St. Louis 
came back, and that persistence eventually wore the Rangers down. And 
how about the L.A. Kings in the Stanley Cup playoffs in 2014?

If the NFL, NBA and NHL could only have trash-talked themselves out of 
the players lockouts. Unfortunately, labor relations in corporate America 
are exemplified and reflected by the NFL, NBA and NHL lockouts. 
Basketball players making $2.17 billion in salaries and benefits at the end 
of the 2011 season are not happy with any cut in pay during a recession. No 
different than America’s bankers and corporate CEOs who paid themselves 
extravagant multibillion dollar salaries and bonuses. The NBA had offered 
players a minimum of $2 billion a year in salaries over the course of a 10-
year labor deal that was rejected by the players because it represented 
an immediate $170 million reduction. Let’s get real. Athletes are grossly 
overpaid and they, like bankers, CEOs and career politicians, have to have 
their salaries re-calibrated. I raised the same complaint in Custom Maid 
Spin during the baseball strike.

The Founding Fathers wrote the original American game plan for all fields 
from politics, economics, religion and sports. If Americans were half as 
devoted to politics as they are to sports – both as participants and spectators 
– America would again become the ideal and beacon that the Founding 
Fathers envisioned for the Republic. 
 
Political COPS
Change Obama-Palin Style – COPS – is exactly the kind of political 
change America needs, or is it? The operative political consensus from both 
Senators John McCain and Obama during their 2008 presidential campaign 
was that “change” is coming to Washington and the Beltway insiders 
were in for an unpleasant shakeup-wakeup call no matter who won.  They 
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were both right.  Obama won and a few months after he took the oath of 
office, he became the manure that spawned the Tea Party movement and its 
nominal head, Sarah Palin.

I’m sure the change that swept across America since Obama’s first 
inauguration is not the change that either Obama, McCain or Mitt 
envisioned or want. America is going to have to come to grips with a 
change that is going to not only shake up D.C., but the world it leads. First 
term senator-African-American president, or small state governor-vice 
president vying for the top political offices of the land, regardless of their 
experience and credentials, was unquestionably the first volley of the  21st-
century revolutionary change being swept by We the Maids into U.S.  and 
global politics. 

Dying Dream
I started off the Custom Maid trilogy by saying in the preface to Custom 
Maid Spin that “The America Dream, however, is for many just that. 
They keep waking up. For others it has become a nightmare that has to be 
confronted at the dawn of the new millennium.”

The American Dream has not only turned into a nightmare but is dying. 
People the world over dream of coming to America to better themselves 
the way millions of immigrants, myself included, did. America was a place 
where if one worked hard, one got ahead and created a better world for their 
children, who in turn did the same for theirs. It was a dream all Americans 
believed in. Today less than half believe so, according to a poll by ABC 
News/Yahoo News in September 2010.

This point was brought home to me wherever I went in America in 2010, 
2011 and 2012. Homeless people shuffling and pushing shopping carts with 
all their worldly possessions. As a lawyer who represented mobile home 
and trailer park developers when I practiced law in California in the '70s, 
I couldn’t help think – my, my – mobile home living sure has changed in 
America these days. Not surprising then, considering that more than 17 
percent of Americans were unemployed, no longer looking for work, or 
employed only part time. I’m sure the number is much higher today.
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The seeds of today’s global economic disaster were sown in the 1980s. 
From 1980 to 2005, the U.S. economy, adjusted for inflation, more than 
doubled. But the average income for most American families actually 
declined. The standard of living for the average family improved not 
because income grew but because women entered the workplace by the 
millions. As hard as it may be to believe, the peak income year for the 
bottom 90 percent of Americans was way back in 1973, when the average 
income per taxpayer, adjusted for inflation, was $33,000. That was nearly 
$4,000 higher than in 2005!

The American Dream was alive and well and evidently unassailable. Yet 
somehow, following the oil shocks, the hyper inflation and other traumas 
of the 1970s that triggered my protest horseback ride to my Beverly Hills 
office in 1979, We the Apathetic Maids allowed the energy companies and 
their extremist career politicians in the military-industrial Congress to 
smother the Founding Fathers' dreams and environment.

America can and must restore the American Dream.  The dream can be 
revived. It will take time, courage and sacrifice. The American experiment 
is alive, and although dying, can and must be resuscitated and restored by 
reaching back to the founding principles of the great republic envisioned by 
the Founding Fathers and enshrined in the Constitution.

Middle-Class Crisis
The underlying anxiety gripping America today runs deeper than the latest 
economic slowdown or business cycle. The fact is, middle-class America 
has been devastated by Washington career politicians, just as the Chinese 
middle class is exploding in its growth and imploding the Communist Party.

America’s middle-class has run out of options – the coping mechanisms 
used for more than three decades – political and pharmaceutical – to get by 
on median wages that are barely higher than they were in 1970, adjusted for 
inflation, is a great fertilizer for today’s revolutionary frustration and anger.

Male wages today, despite all the political rhetoric, are in fact lower than 
they were in the '70s. Not only in America. The income of a young man in 
his 30s is now 12 percent below that of a man his age in the '70s. Yet for 
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years, America’s middle class has lived beyond its paycheck. I know first 
hand, because I was one of them. Middle-class lifestyles flourished even 
though median wages got stuck in the times. And now Americans, Chinese 
and workers around the world are paying the price with money they don’t 
have.

The first coping mechanism was getting more women into paid work. The 
percentage of American working mothers with school-age children has 
more than doubled since 1970 – from 38 percent to more than 70 percent. 
Some parents are even doing 24-hour shifts, one on child duty at home 
while the other works. These families are known as Dins: double income, 
no sex.

When the limit of working mothers was reached, what was the next coping 
mechanism? Longer working hours. The typical American works at least 
two weeks more each year than in the 1970s. Compared with any other 
advanced developed nation, Americans are addicted workaholics putting 
in 350 more hours a year than the average European, more even than the 
industrious Japanese.

But then again, there are only 24 hours in a day, so that mechanism had 
its built-in daylight savings time limitations. The next coping mechanism? 
Borrowing big time.  Homes became dirt-cheap equity-loan ATMs to buy 
plasma televisions, cars and vacations, financed by China and the rest of 
the world. But when that credit bubble burst, America took a nose-dive, 
economically, financially, politically and globally.

With consumer car, credit card and student loans not far behind, it should 
be no surprise that personal bankruptcies rose to record highs. Meanwhile, 
China and other foreign governments started investing less in dollars 
and more in other currencies, especially the Chinese yuan. The losers? 
American, Chinese and global wage-slave-workers and immigrants.

Poor America
Class warfare was a common theme during the 2012 presidential and 
congressional races among America's underclass. A majority of Americans 
are in the underclass. Not just African-Americans and Latinos for whom the 
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word was a euphemism in the '60s, but for Anglos as well. 

The number of people living in poverty in America in 2010 was the most 
in at least a half a century – 46.2 million, according to the U.S. Census 
Bureau. Squeezed by rising living costs, a record number of Americans, 
almost 1 in 6, have fallen into poverty or are scraping by on earnings that 
classify them as low income. Unemployment insurance, food stamps and 
tax credits for the working poor lifted the income of 3 million to 5 million 
U.S. households above the poverty line in 2010.

The proportion of men of prime working age with only a high school 
education who say they are “out of the labor force” has quadrupled since 
1968 to 12 percent. Working-class unskilled laborers are competing with 
immigrants, legal and illegal.

The reality is that in major U.S. cities, the youth unemployment rate 
exceeds 50 percent. At least 10 percent of U.S. households have lost homes 
to foreclosures since 2008; 28 percent of homeowners with mortgages 
have negative equity; more than 25 million people who want to work are 
unemployed;  and the real median household income has fallen 10 percent 
since 2007.

It should therefore come as no surprise that as more men become 
unemployed and the woman becomes the main bread winner, it results 
in more women wanting to remain single moms and married women 
questioning their relationship. This as their children and grandchildren have 
to move back home to join dad on the unemployment couch.

Better than giving their children away, as so many families are doing in 
Asia and Europe.

Meanwhile, the rich get richer. In 2010, as America continued to recover 
from the recession, a mind-boggling 93 percent of the additional income 
created in the country that year, compared to 2009 – $288 billion – went to 
the top 1 percent of taxpayers, those with at least $352,000 in income. That 
delivered an average single-year pay increase of 11.6 percent for each of 
these households.
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More amazing was the extent to which the super rich got rich faster than the 
merely rich. In 2010, 37 percent of these additional earnings went to just 0.01 
percent, a thimble-size collection of about 15,000 households with average 
incomes of $23.8 million. These fortunate few saw their incomes rise by 
21.5 percent.

The bottom 99 percent received a microscopic $80 increase in pay per 
person in 2010, after adjusting for inflation. The top 1 percent, whose 
average income is $1,019,089, had an 11.6 percent increase in income. 

One out of five families owes more on credit cards, medical bills, student 
loans and other unsecured debt than they have in savings, according to a 
University of Michigan report released in May 2012.

The disparity gap between the worlds of the rich and poor – the haves and 
have-nots – is so wide that it is unsustainable. All one has to do is look at 
the rich enclaves of former wealthy merchants in Europe, China and even 
America to see that they are now housing the poor whose labor allowed 
them to prosper. This is graphically on display in Xidi, in the Huizhou 
region of Anhui Province, the city that was home to China's prosperous 
merchants from the 13th to early 20th centuries. It ended with the demise of 
the Qing  Dynasty in 1911.

Meanwhile, those in the private sector are being shortchanged on their 
retirement benefits because corporate America has systematically plundered 
their pension plans, while retirees who worked in the public sector are 
confronted by employers going bankrupt and wanting to renegotiate the 
benefits.

Any wonder people young and old want to occupy Wall Street? At least 
they can get shelter in a park and a warm meal and dream of Hunger 
Games.

Hunger Games
The  young-adult trilogy and movie was not only a best seller and a hit 
on the screen, it got people thinking about revolution and survival skills 
with alternatives to guns in a totalitarian state, one not that different from 
America, according to some of the media pundits, which has risen from the 
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postwar ashes of where America once stood – archery.

The Hunger Games, a brutal kill-or-be-killed annual event between boys 
and girls between the ages of 12 and 18 – known as tributes – marked the 
anniversary of a peace treaty that ended a bloody revolution.

“This is how we remember our past,” intones the official propaganda for the 
74th annual games set in a sizable wooded area that functions as an outdoor 
arena. “This is how we safeguard our future.”

We the Apathetic Maids have already become tributes to our career 
politicians and their corporate financial backers for whom we are repeatedly 
asked to sacrifice. But, just as Katniss, the heroine of the story, repeatedly 
rescues herself with resourcefulness, guts, goals and true aim to a new 
world order – so can we.

Gold
Is it any wonder then that so many people are demanding a return to a 
gold-backed dollar?  South Carolina, like more than a dozen other states, 
introduced a bill in April 2011 that would make gold and silver coins legal 
tender in the state. These states are looking ahead to the possibility of 
economic catastrophe that would leave the dollar worthless.

“The impulse for moving to some kind of metallic money comes from the 
strong sense right now of distrust and anxiety about the financial and the 
government’s stability,” said Perry Mehrling, an economics professor and 
historian of monetary policy at Barnard College in New York.

Walter Samaszko, the Carson City, Nevada, loner who only had $200 in 
his bank account, but enough gold bars and coins to fill two wheelbarrows 
worth $7 million in his home where he died, like many Americans, was 
distrustful about the government's financial stability.

In New England, another loner-hoarder American known simply as Radkin, 
from Alburgh, Vermont, who was crushed to death by his tractor-pulled 
horse trailer on his property, left more than $200,000 in gold coins stashed 
in his dilapidated house. How about the millions of dollars of the 1,427 
gold coin find in rusted cans in California Gold Country in 2014?
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In Utah gold became legal tender and is exempt from sales tax and creates 
a tax credit to partially reimburse state residents who must pay federal 
capital gains tax on profits from holding gold.  Maybe those Mormons have 
got it figured right when it comes to Mammon – the God of Money – that 
the Chinese believe is the highest power – and that’s why other Christian 
denominations in America have it in for them, because they missed the 
Mormon revolutionary religious boat when it ventured out West into the sea 
of sand and the land of milk and honey.

“The centerpiece of U.S. monetary policy for the last 100 years has been 
the constant depreciating dollar,” said Larry Hilton, a businessman credited 
with first proposing the law enacted in Utah. “Sometimes, just as a citizen, 
you have to stand up and say this is a problem.”

The U.S. and most of the rest of the world operated on a full gold standard 
until the Great Depression, the U.S. until the 1970s. Economists generally 
agree that the policy helped cause the Depression and earlier and later 
severe downturns by limiting the amount of money the government could 
create, constraining its ability to stimulate the economy because of its 
incompetence and self-serving economists and bankers – the same people 
who gave us deregulation, subprime loans and today’s unabated corporate 
greed.

I can see why paying for groceries or liquor with gold or silver is going to 
be a problem. How do you deal with change? Using it as collateral for what 
one spends on a credit card makes more sense, as long as it is priced to 
market, the way gold, silver and commodity dealers do around the world by 
the minute.

Article I, Section 10 of the Constitution says that no state shall coin money. 
However, it goes on to add that no state shall “make anything but gold and 
silver coin a tender in payment of debts,” which can be read as a license 
for any state to mint its own currency, something the federal government 
should reconsider.

The reality is, every U.S. dollar cannot be backed by gold and silver alone. 
Other metals and commodities, including food and energy, definitely merit 
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consideration as collateral and can be priced to market daily.

Country Roads
Traveling in America in the spring of 2010 as unemployment hit 10 
percent and schools were being closed across the country as the nation was 
imploding over the destructive and divisive debate over the Obama health 
care bill, watching the euphoric Democrats and dismayed Republicans 
march to their political extremes as they prepared to mount their war 
machines for political battles determined to destroy each other at the 
upcoming midterm congressional elections over Obamacare – I couldn’t 
help wonder what went wrong and why the Founding Fathers' brilliant 
ideals that created the beacon of hope on the hill that all peoples around the 
world aspired to reach – was slowly being extinguished – but still dimly lit 
and ready to shine brightly again if only the country could come together.

My cross-country trip started in San Francisco in early March 2010, during 
street protests by students and their parents and supporters  in the Bay Area 
opposed to tuition hikes at San Francisco State, California State University, 
community colleges and K-12 campuses. The protests spread to 33 states 
and reminded me of my law school day protests in San Francisco in 1969-
71 against the Vietnam War and the Kent State student killings. Tuition was 
relatively inexpensive and affordable in those good ol’ days. 

The American high school and college student protests that spring were 
a forerunner to similar protests a few months later in China and England, 
over tuition hikes and canteen food price increases, and in France over 
legislation to raise the retirement age from 60 to 62. The students anger 
against the rising tuition fees was highlighted in an attack on a car carrying 
Prince Charles and Camilla Parker-Bowles, Duchess of Cornwall, in 
London’s worst day of protest violence for years. The rioters chanted “off 
with their heads,” broke a window of the royal Rolls-Royce and splattered 
the car with paint. These protesting students in the cradles of contemporary 
Western democracies and China sowed the seeds of the Third American 
Revolution – the Arab Jasmine Revolutions were the saplings.

The violent protests in Greece, the cradle of Western democracy, and across 
Europe in the closing months of 2012 against austerity measures necessary 



56

to balance their budgets reflect the anger people have toward their elected 
career politicians and their financial backers – the bankers.

They have a right to be angry. Bankers, whom we allowed to bankrupt the 
global economy leading up to the Great Recession of 2007-2011, were 
bailed out by these students' parents and grandparents' hard-earned taxes 
that these students will have to repay with their hard-to-find future taxable 
earnings. Besides stiffer tuition, they also have to pay higher food prices 
in their cafeterias because of the resulting inflation caused by government 
printing presses pumping out stimulus dollars. Why is anyone surprised 
that bright students who know they are being triple-gang-banged take to the 
streets in protest?

Driving south to Los Angeles on Interstate 5, I was surprised by the number 
of signs posted on farmland adjoining the highway reading “Congress 
Created Dust Bowl.” One sign near the Coalinga turnoff was in the middle 
of a flock of sheep and lambs. A new cycle of life, new hope, I thought to 
myself, as I drove on.

Once I arrived in Southern California, it seemed like every freeway 
ramp from Ventura through Los Angeles and on into Orange County had 
opponents to the Obama health care bill protesting with placards and signs. 
One large and boisterous group of at least 100 people of all ages dressed in 
red, white and blue colonial garb that got my attention was dispersed at all 
four corners at the intersection of Carlota and El Toro in Orange County as 
I got off Interstate 5. Their colorful outfits, Pilgrim costumes, cowboy dress 
and “Kill the Bill” chants represented American democracy at work as the 
Founding Fathers intended – not the destructive, misleading un-American 
mud-slinging many of their Tea Party supporters were resorting to.

Demography Is Destiny
I was back in America in May-June 2011. My travels across California, New 
York and New England, in the ongoing Arab Cleansing and post-Osama 
bin Laden era, was a refreshing reminder of why America’s multicultural 
euphoric, creative and revolutionary youth will always be in the forefront of 
the cultural and political state of mind instilled by the Founding Fathers and 
emulated by all free-thinking people, no matter how repressive their career 
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political leaders and masters of the Washington money and lobbyist games 
are. 

“How do you like Berkeley?” I asked Molly McBride, the daughter of good 
friends Kevin and Mary Catherine McBride, when I stopped to visit with 
them in Newbury Park. Molly had just finished her first semester there after 
two years at Moorpark College and had gotten straight A's. “I love it,” was 
her quick reply. 

“Any interesting protests like the 1960s these days?” I asked.

“Yeah, there sure are. Students taking over buildings. Cops on campus all 
the time to make sure some protest doesn’t get out of control. But nothing 
like the '60s, I understand. Very civilized,” Molly said, impersonating a 
proper British lady. “The other day I was walking down the street munching 
on a croissant and I came across all these cops watching a handful of 
protesters at Sproul Plaza. “What are they protesting?” I asked a cop.

“Hunger in Africa” he replied. 

“Oh, I said as I looked at my croissant and decided to keep munching and 
walking.”

America, like the rest of the world, is in the grip of three profound 
transformations: First, a far greater proportion of children are reaching 
adulthood; second, women have far fewer children, if any; and third, adults 
live far longer. These are happy developments: People are freed from fear of 
premature death; parents are freed from watching their children die young; 
and women are freed from endless childbirth. Such great changes inevitably 
will result in revolutionary upheavals and political changes. For example, in 
2011, half of Egypt’s population was under 25, while 36 percent were aged 
between 15 and 35. A lot of angry young idealistic and frustrated adults 
looking for work in order to support a family. The same, to varying degrees, 
holds true in most developing and developed countries, including America.

That 2011 trip came amid fast-rising gasoline prices – in some cases 
exceeding $5 a gallon, stalled cars on the roads with their drivers 
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holding “Out of Gas” signs, the five biggest oil companies announcing 
record multibillion-dollar profits, as their CEOs testified before a Senate 
committee to justify the $4 billion in subsidies they receive. The fact is they 
don’t deserve anything. Why is it that America cannot accept the truth and 
repeatedly spins it into glimmers of false hope that We the Apathetic Maids 
meekly accept? The only answer I could come up with is in Saul Bellow’s 
words: “A great deal of intelligence can be invested in ignorance when the 
need for illusion is deep.”

American and Chinese authors have continuously lamented people’s 
ignorance.

“Whether past or present, a writer must focus on people’s ignorance,” 
wrote Xiao Hong, one of seven outstanding Chinese women chosen by the 
International Astronomical Union to name craters on Venus in 1991.

What Change?
From pre-Shakespearean biblical times to modern Americana, writers 
have repeatedly tried to wake up We the Apathetic Maids.  Author Samuel 
Langhorne Clemens is an American national treasure, wordsmith and 
archetypypal writer. Better known by his pseudonym Mark Twain, a name 
derived from the call for safe water from river boat pilots, he was born in 
1835 and spent his childhood in the backwater of Hannibal, Missouri, in the 
decades before the American Civil War. After apprenticing as a printer, he 
worked briefly as a journalist before training as a steamboat pilot, a career 
interrupted by the outbreak of war in 1861. He served fleetingly in the 
Confederate army before deserting.

As did his Huck Finn character, the young Clemens “lit out for the 
territory” of the West, where Confederate forces were unlikely to pursue 
him, and sought his fortune in silver mining. When that failed, he returned 
to journalism. 

Twain had a knack for registering contemporary social pressures in sharp-
eyed aphorisms that weren’t merely quotable but often well ahead of 
their time. His indictments of imperialism in Following the Equator, for 
example, read like post-colonialist mottos avant la lettre: “The very ink 
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with which history is written is merely fluid prejudice;” “There are many 
humorous things in the world, among them the white man’s notion that he 
is less savage than the other savages;” “Man is the only animal that blushes. 
Or needs to;” “Man is the only [creature] that kills for fun; he is the only 
one that kills in malice; the only one that kills for revenge … He is the only 
creature that has a nasty mind.”

Twain's social and political outrage, including startlingly contemporary 
denunciations of American military intervention abroad and condemnation 
of a society increasingly dominated by corrupt corporations, greedy 
capitalists and vested interests, are just as relevant today as when he penned 
them. Writing of gilded-edge monopolists and robber barons, Twain’s 
prescience is remarkable: He denounces Jay Gould, the financier and 
speculator, for example, as “the mightiest disaster which has ever befallen 
this country.” His description of bankers still holds true.

He was equally critical of American foreign policy, condemning 
its imperialist ventures in Cuba and the Philippines and calling its 
soldiers “uniformed assassins.” He was proud of his affiliation with the 
“Mugwumps,” a faction of Republicans who voted Democratic in the 1884 
election in protest against the corruption of the Republican candidate. 
Derided as traitors in an age when party loyalty was at a premium, the 
Mugwumps were reform-minded independent voters. In this respect, they 
might be held to anticipate the Tea Party movement. Although Twain would 
have sympathized with the Tea Partiers’ anti-tax, small-government agenda, 
he would have loathed their historical ignorance and susceptibility to 
manipulation by the same kind of corrupt corporate interests he was railing 
against.

One of the lessons he left America – which I take to heart and endorse – is 
that “travel is fatal to prejudice, bigotry, and narrow-mindedness.” Twain 
himself had been an admitted bigot before becoming enlightened through 
travel.

Jobless and Voiceless
The lack of jobs and the repeated sharp downturns in America’s housing 
and stock markets were all anyone talked about during my May-June 
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2011 travels. The hockey and basketball championship finals were 
secondary. The economic recovery was faltering, Republican presidential 
aspirants were declaring their non-candidacies quicker and faster than the 
contenders, as the economy skidded back into a recession. The slowdown 
in manufacturing and consumer spending, as well as the nagging weakness 
in the depressed housing market, were exacting a toll Americans could ill 
afford.

More than 14 million Americans were unemployed. For every job opening, 
four people were still looking while many others had simply given up trying 
to find work. Those who did find a job got smaller paychecks, meaning they 
had less to spend, which made companies reluctant to hire more employees 
or give pay raises to those they have. It was a clear sign that quantitative 
easing had only a marginal effect in creating jobs.

In the meantime, during the same period, bank chiefs and other financiers 
got pay raises of at least 36 percent!

Those employed in the public sector as teachers, health professionals and 
social workers, mostly women, were being axed left and right by state and 
local government cutbacks. Public schools alone accounted for nearly 40 
percent of the nation’s public sector job losses in 2010.

From March 2010 to March 2011, women lost 214,000 public sector jobs, 
compared with a loss of 115,000 public jobs by men. Women also tend 
to be real estate agents, appraisers and home decorators and took a hit on 
those fronts as well as home sales continued to slump. Women working 
in the retail and hospitality sectors also took a hit as consumers cut back 
on discretionary spending. According to a report by the California Budget 
Project in the spring of 2011, the recession erased more than half the jobs 
that single mothers in California had gained from 1992 to 2002.

In California, like the rest of the country, blacks continued to be hard hit. 
Black unemployment hit 20 percent in March 2011, up 5 percent from the 
year before. They were among the last hired before the recession and the 
first to be let go in the downturn. The ranks of the unemployed include 
many young high school and college graduates unable to land their first 
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job. Employers who have their pick of applicants see no reason to hire 
someone without a track record, especially those without much education. 
Unemployment among high school dropouts was hovering around 30 
percent. Older workers losing their jobs faced the most dismal prospects.

What do the jobless have in common? Robert Reich, the former U.S. 
Secretary of Labor and professor of public policy at UC Berkeley, summed 
it up best. “They lack the political connections and organizations that would 
otherwise demand policies to spur job growth. There’s no National Assn. of 
Unemployed People with a platoon of Washington lobbyists and a war chest 
of potential campaign contributions to get the attention of politicians.”

Putting Americans back to work should be career politicians' top priority. 
They make it seem like it is with all their political sound bites and 
expensive campaign ads. 

“A consensus has emerged among movers and shakers that nothing can 
or should be done about jobs. Instead of a determination to do something 
about the ongoing suffering and economic waste, one sees a proliferation of 
excuses for inaction, garbed in the language of wisdom and responsibility,” 
columnist Paul Krugman astutely observed. “So someone needs to say 
the obvious: Inventing reasons not to put the unemployed back to work 
is neither wise nor responsible. It is, instead, a grotesque abdication of 
responsibility,” Krugman adds. I agree wholeheartedly.

“As I see it, policy makers are sinking into a condition of learned 
helplessness on the job issue: The more they fail to do anything about the 
problem, the more they convince themselves that there’s nothing they could 
do. And those of us who know better should be doing all we can to break 
that vicious cycle,” Krugman concludes in a column aptly titled “Against 
Learned Helplessness.” 

Is it any wonder there are so many angry citizens ready to revolt? Used to 
be a person could trade a high school diploma for a job on the assembly line 
and provide his family a comfortable life. With those opportunities gone, 
many Americans, especially Anglos, blame illegal immigrants as the most 
compelling reason for “what went wrong.”
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What is wrong with the proposal Obama made in 2010 to give a $5,000 tax 
credit for every net new worker that a business hired? The credit was aimed 
at the economy’s main problem – jobs – and its annual cost was to be a 
mere $35 billion, easily offset by longer term cuts to military programs. The 
proposal got killed in the Republican Congress.

Stagflation
Traveling across America in the late spring-early summer of 2011, there 
was no doubt in my mind that stagflation was blanketing America with a 
vengeance every time I pulled into a gas station and had to pay close to $5 
a gallon. Stagflation is an ugly situation that fuses persistent high inflation 
combined with high unemployment and stagnant demand in the economy. 
Living in America today is nearly twice as expensive as when Obama took 
office in January 2009. America has not experienced stagflation since the 
bad old days of the 1970s.

Although many forces buffet the U.S. economy, the near-zero interest rate 
policy of the Federal Reserve was the prime contributor to the latest bout 
of stagflation. Most of the world has been on a dollar standard. It is used 
for invoicing both imports and exports, especially in emerging markets. It 
is also the intermediary currency used by banks for clearing international 
payments, and the intervention currency used by governments. To avoid 
conflict in targeting exchange rates, the rule of the game is that the U.S. 
remains passive without an exchange-rate objective of its own.

Not having an exchange-rate constraint, the Fed can conduct a more 
independent monetary policy than other central banks. How it chooses to 
exercise this independence is crucial to the stability of the international 
monetary system as a whole. For more than two years since the crash 
of 2008, the Fed had chosen to keep short-term interest rates on dollar 
assets close to zero and in 2010-2011 applied downward pressure on long-
term rates through the so-called quantitative easing measures to increase 
purchases of Treasury bonds. The result has been a flood of hot money to 
emerging markets, particularly in Asia and Latin America, where interest 
rates are much higher.

Wanting to avoid sharp appreciations of their currencies and the resultant 
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losses in international competitiveness, many Asian and Latin American 
central banks intervened to buy dollars with domestic base monies and lost 
monetary control. This caused a surge in consumer price index inflation of 
more than 5 percent in major emerging markets such as China, Brazil and 
Indonesia, with the dollar prices of primary commodities rising more than 
40 percent worldwide during 2010-2011. So the proximate cause of the 
rise in U.S. prices is inflation in emerging markets, but its true origin is in 
Washington. 

“The stagflation of the 1970s was brought on by unduly easy U.S. monetary 
policy in conjunction with attempts to ‘talk’ the dollar down, leading to 
massive outflows of hot money that destabilized the monetary systems of 
America’s trading partners. Although today’s stagflation is not identical, 
the similarities are striking,” wrote Professor Ronald McKinnon, a senior 
fellow at the Stanford Institution for Economic Policy Research, in a 
column in The Wall Street Journal. 

Creative and Broke
America, the country the Founding Fathers created in the 18th century, was 
the most creative, innovative, entrepreneurial commercial and political 
nation on earth through the 1960s. Its political and economic decline began 
in the 1970s when the country’s Vietnam War and reliance on imported 
Middle East oil became addictions the U.S. dollar could no longer support 
or back with gold.

Today, many Americans are no better off than their brothers and sisters in 
China and the Third World.  That is because of the economic, military and 
political quagmire that its undemocratic two-party system has wrought. 
Partisan Washington totalitarian leaderships' preoccupation with retaining 
power and their political careers and party at any cost – and We the 
Apathetic Maids be damned. An expense and strategy that Wall Street 
bankers, capitalists and the military-industrial Congress are willing to 
continue bankrolling to ensure their entrenched career-minded team players 
perpetuate the gravy train they are riding – with a total disregard and 
disrespect for the Founding Fathers' ideals and principles.

It is up to We the Maids – the People – to sweep out the career politicians 
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and their bankers – and again sweep in the Founding Fathers' lofty ideals to 
restore the constitutional cornerstones and pillars that made America great. 

America’s bloated Banana Republic scale and scope of government deficits, 
deadlocks, bureaucracy, failed public service and institutions, broken 
infrastructure, and nonexistent education dictated by career politicians and 
mandated by their financial backers instead of citizen taxpayers – We the 
People, the multicultural people  – will be reclaimed because of Americans' 
humourous, upbeat, positive and constructive attitude. I was reminded 
of this during a  rush-hour commuter train ride from New York’s Grand 
Central station to Old Greenwich where I was staying.  I was standing at the 
end of a crowded car leaning against the wall minding my own business and 
observing people when I was approached by a group of seven rather tough-
looking African-Americans in their 20s, who got on at Larchmont and were 
making their way through the cars to the back. “Hey man, how many stops 
to Stamford?” one asked me.

“About a half dozen,” I responded to their hilarious laughter. “What’s so 
funny?” I asked. “You dude, that’s a good answer,” said their apparent 
leader to an outburt of more laughter and high-fiving from the group and 
nearby passengers. “Nice rap” it was. The mix of New England, New York, 
Asian and Latino accents and laughter from the passengers, young and old, 
on the jam-packed train was a refreshing reminder of what America is: a 
multicultural, interracial and interlocal country of people interacting as we 
all laugh at and with each other as we try to understand each other as we 
build a better life, country, world and future.

Riding the Rails
Riding Amtrak’s Vermonter to and from New York’s Penn Station to 
Brattleboro, Vermont, in 2010, through Connecticut, Massachusetts and 
Vermont, the states America’s Founding Fathers traveled through on 
horseback, cobbling together the ideals of the American Republic, in the 
wake of the passage of Obama’s health care bill in the spring of 2010, I 
couldn’t help wonder what they would think of the bitter partisan divide 
in America today. A country where not one congressional member of the 
Republican Party voted for the bill in the House of Representatives or the 
Senate. A partisan divide that makes the Grand Canyon look like a pothole 
on the Washington Beltway.
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Riding the train alongside and over the meandering Connecticut River 
from Connecticut to Vermont, passing vacant and graffiti-littered buildings, 
junked cars, looking at the loving couples and broods of ducks and other 
waterfowl cruise by and enjoy themselves, people fishing and just enjoying 
the day in the calmer sections of the river, as children played happily in 
backyards and their fathers chopped wood, my faith in what made America 
great was restored and I had no doubt that its constitutional foundation and 
ideals are still in place and can be revitalized.

The train stopped at Palmer, Massachusetts – the state where the Democrats 
lost Ted Kennedy’s safe Democratic seat to Republican Scott Brown – 
to re-orient itself from going west to east and change tracks so that it 
could continue north again. I couldn’t help but chuckle to myself when I 
overheard the server in the café car where I was eating a late lunch tell the 
conductor that he was applying for a position on another route because 
he needed an “attitude adjustment.” Just what America, China and the 
world need, I thought to myself as the train was steered onto the right track 
heading north.

Brattleboro is the closest train station to Winchester, New Hampshire, where 
I went to visit longtime friends Mark Tigan and his wife Laurie. Meeting 
some of their friends in New Hampshire, the state where the starter's gun is 
fired to launch the primary election season for the U.S. presidency, I found 
myself wondering why the Founding Fathers' New England states can’t take 
the initiative to get America fired up again – back to the country’s founding 
constitutional principles. Maybe they will.

Coffee, Tea or Revolt?
What fascinated and absolutely captivated me during my fall 2010 visit 
to America during the primary season was the emergence of the anti-
establishment tea and coffee party movements and their vocal disgust and 
active revolt at the political process, system, expanding government, rising 
taxes and the career politicians and bureaucrats for their lack of adherence 
to the Constitution, who were enriching themselves and their Wall Street 
sponsors at the expense of America’s founding principles and taxpayers. 
Career politicians are not what the Founding Fathers had in mind for 
America.
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The volatile 2010 midterm election brought out angry voters willing to 
punish career politicians, Democrats and Republicans alike. The anti-
incumbent wave went beyond anger at the Democrats, Republicans, left, 
right, conservative or liberal. Voters were angry at every Washington career 
politician and their Wall Street corporate influence peddlers who have 
hijacked the system and created a corporate welfare state at the expense of 
hard-working taxpayers.

The Tea Party is the new phenom on the U.S. political landscape. It 
concluded the primary season with eight “citizen” Senate nominations and 
33 candidates running in congressional districts, shocking not only the 
Democratic and Republican establishments, but the political pundits, who 
again got it wrong, misreading the anger and revolt brewing in America 
leading up to the country’s Third Revolution.

“Man-up” Politics
On September 15, the morning after the primary season elections and 
the “stunning” upset in the Delaware Republican primary by Tea Party 
candidate Christine O’Donnell against former Delaware governor and 
congressman Mike Castle – a direct descendant of one of America’s 
Founding Fathers, the great-great-great-great-great grandson of Benjamin 
Franklin – I was driving to Las Vegas to attend the Super Zoo pet care 
convention.

I was traveling with Arnie Costell, inventor of Watson’s Bottoms Up Leash 
for senior dogs. Arnie had been a pitcher for the New York Yankees from 
1973 to 1983. Arnie is a 6 foot 3 giant teddy bear of a man who has a 
fear of flying.  He is very animated, passionate and expressive, especially 
when it comes to animals, women, politics and the Tea Party movement 
that he supports. It made for an amusing political debate during our drive. 
He is a devoted fan of all Fox network talk show hosts and calls CNN the 
“Communist News Network.”

“Watch it buddy, you are in Tea Party country here in Nevada, where we are 
going to kick that Harry Reid’s ass out of Washington, and you don’t want 
me to do the same to you out here in the desert,” Arnie said in response to 
my comment that the Tea Party Express tactics in winning elections were 
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no different than those of the Democrats and Republicans.

“The Tea Party is not winning these elections only because of its grass roots 
people-powered support, although granted it is a contributing factor. It’s 
winning the same old-fashioned way the Democrats and Republicans do,” I 
said of the string of Republican primary surprises that Arnie was attributing 
to people-power. “It’s lots of money from billionaire and millionaire 
backers who continuously hijack the system by stoking fear, political 
attack ads and dirty politics that are not only divisive for the Republicans 
but for the country,” I continued as we argued about the capabilities and 
qualifications of Tea Partiers Sharron Angle and Christine O’Donnell to 
serve in the Senate.

The Silver State senatorial race between Reid and Angle was a nail-
biting “man-up” showdown, the nastiest and highest-profile Senate race 
that epitomized two of the strongest political trends of the 2010 election 
year: anger against incumbents and the vulnerabilities of the Tea Party 
candidates.

“Hey, remember, I’m the guy who rode his horse in 2005 on the streets of 
L.A. dressed as Paul Revere protesting against big government, big oil and 
excessive taxes,” I said as Arnie continued to attack my “liberal” leanings. 
“I’ve been writing, saying and protesting against career politicians and big 
government since you’ve been playing ball,” I continued as I shored up my 
barricades in the face of Arnie’s southpaw onslaught and challenged his 
notions and definitions of liberal and conservative. “We are all Americans 
with overlapping and cross-pollinated 'liberal' and 'conservative' beliefs, not 
two Americas made of liberals and conservatives,” I continued as Arnie cut 
me off.

“I may be left-handed but I’m always right,” he said, a common response 
from Arnie when he disagrees. His license plate is 1STHPAW. After a while 
it sounded like a broken record.

“What do you have in common with people who advocate abstinence, are 
opposed to same-sex marriage, oppose abortion, and oppose the exclusion 
of religion from the public square – a cornerstone of the Constitution that 
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the Founding Fathers insisted upon – and in fact don’t have a clue what the 
Founding Fathers represented or the fact that some of them did not believe 
in Christ or the Trinity?” I asked him. “Witches, Nazis, American history 
and religious ignoramuses, homophobes and here in Nevada, Sharron Angle 
has raised the prospect of '2nd Amendment remedies' and talked about 
young rape victims making 'a lemon situation into lemonade' in support 
of her argument in opposition to abortion under any circumstances, even 
incest.”

I proceeded to give Arnie my abbreviated U.S. History 101. Thomas 
Jefferson made Senator John Edwards look like a choir boy. I elaborated on 
his sexual escapades in Custom Maid Spin. Jefferson denied that Jesus was 
the son of God. While he was at it, Jefferson also rejected as self-evidently 
absurd the Trinity, the Virgin Birth and the Resurrection.

Jefferson was not an atheist, as his enemies in the election of 1800 
claimed. He believed in the Creator whom he invoked in the Declaration of 
Independence and whom he thought had brought the natural universe into 
being. By his own lights he thought himself a true Christian, an admirer of 
the moral teachings of the Nazarene. It had been, he argued, generations of 
the clergy who had perverted the simple humanity of Jesus the reformer, 
turned him in to a messiah, and invented the myth that he had died to 
redeem mankind’s sins. Hence Jefferson's absolute determination never to 
admit religion into the institutions of the public realm.

So the philosopher-president whose aversion to overbearing government 
makes him a Tea Party patriarch was also a man who thought the 
Immaculate Conception a fable. “But then real history is like that – full of 
knotty contradictions, its cast list of heroes, especially American heroes, 
majestic in their complicated imperfections,” says Simon Schama, a 
professor of history at Columbia University.

As one of Jefferson’s favorite books, Gibbon’s Decline and Fall of the 
Roman Empire, so luminously argued, there is no surer sign of a country’s 
cultural and political decay than an obtuse blindness to its unmistakable 
beginnings.


