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Considered the Greatest Mexican Painter of the 20th Century
Had great influence on the international art world
Known as a muralist and painter
Themes included Mexican history and the struggle of the poor
Controversial for his outspoken political views
Known for his explosive personal life
Married many times. One of his wives was artist Frida Kahlo

Diego Rivera, and his twin brother, Carlos,
were born in 1886 in the mountains of
Mexico. His brother died in infancy, so
Diego was raised an only child. His
parents worked to help the poor in Mexico
live better lives. Their work influenced
Diego and can be seen in many of his
paintings.
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Diego Rivera began drawing at age 3. He
drew on everything: floors, furniture, walls,
and paper. To encourage his artistic talent,
his parents covered his walls with paper so
he could draw murals. He began painting
at 10 and took after school art classes. He
knew then that he wanted to be a painter.

José Diego Rivera Barrientos

Many of Diego Rivera’s paintings included images of the poor workers of Mexico. He would
often contrast this with the lifestyles of the rich. He believed that progress and technological
advancements were made at the sacrifice of the working class. Inspired by the political ideals
of the Mexican Revolution (1914-15) and the Russian Revolution (1917), Rivera wanted to
make art that reflected the lives of the working class and native peoples of Mexico.

Muralist
Diego Rivera is wellknown for creating murals
in public places. He
believed murals took art
out of elite art galleries
and made it accessible
for working class people.
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Two of his most famous
murals show the history
of Mexico. He was able
to take a complex history
and break it down to its
most basic elements. His
murals often included
political ideas that caused
a great deal of
controversy. Rivera was
known for being a devout
Marxist and an atheist.

Between 1930 and 1934
Rivera painted 5 murals in the
USA. In 1933 he began a
mural for RCA in New York.
He was prevented from
completing the mural and the
mural was later destroyed
because it contained a portrait
of Lenin, a leading figure in
communism.
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+ The History of Medicine in Mexico

Describe what is represented in this mural. Which specific elements do you
notice first? As you look closer, which elements draw your attention? Do you
think this mural would have been considered controversial? Why or why not?

