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Tithing is part of the larger prin-
ciple that followers of Jesus know 
as Christian stewardship. Tithing 

is important, but is only one part of that 
broader concept. The idea of Christian 
stewardship, in contrast to the tithe, in-
cludes three basic principles: God is the 
owner of all of life; each individual is a 
steward of all that God has entrusted to 
us; and, each person must give an ac-
counting of their stewardship.

It is important for those who tithe to 
clearly perceive the relationship of their 
regular giving to the rest of the dedica-
tion that they make to God.

Time and talents
While in its narrow sense, tithing re-

fers to the setting aside of a tenth of one’s 
income for God’s work. It has neverthe-
less been true that others, as they have 
practiced the stewardship of their money, 
have felt the urgent need to dedicate their 
time, talents, and their lives to God, as 
well.

The nature of tithing is such that the 
tither quickly understands this larger 
concept of stewardship. Tithing is an 
acknowledgement of God’s ownership, 
and of God’s continued concern for the 
world. Giving a percentage of what is 
earned as an act of worship is a recogni-
tion that all the remainder has been given 
by God to us.

How money is earned
As part of their larger stewardship, 

tithers are concerned with the ways by 
which they earn money and with the use  
of the nine-tenths that remains after they 
sets aside a tithe.
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I have learned to man-
age on whatever I 

have. I know how to be 
poor and how to be rich...
There is nothing I can-

not master with the help 
of the one who gives me 
strength.”
                        St. Paul

Continued on page 4...

Christian stewards do not shape all 
their efforts and desires to increased ma-
terial goods, even if they do put aside a 
tenth of the larger funds that such efforts 
bring to them.

The Christian who endeavors to be a 

steward of all they possess will naturally 
be concerned with the motives that drive 
them as they seek to make their living. 
They will always bring the purposes and 
methods by which they earn money un-
der the light of Christ’s teachings.

Use of other money
Nor can Christian stewards fail to be 

concerned with the use they make of the 
rest of their money after they have tithed. 
They cannot live as if that amount is their 
own. Stewardship requires a sense of ob-
ligation for all the money that comes into 
the possession of a follower of Jesus.

In the light of such stewardship, a 
Christian will often give a larger propor-
tion of their income than a tenth to God’s 
work. The tithe is an acknowledgement, 
and a historic measure, but it was never 
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Perhaps we should support the 
concern for the environment, 
but only as citizens,” declared 

Seth Scorner, “It is NOT a spiritual 
matter! The church should have no part 
in it!”

Seth, I agree that citizens should 
be concerned,” said Old Sam Elder, 
“However, the church cannot avoid be-
ing involved.”

“You have no grounds for involv-
ing the church Sam,” continued 
Seth, “I dare you to quote me just 
one passage from the New Testa-
ment that discusses our worldly 
environment. I have searched; the 
Bible contains no such passages, 

No matter who you are 
or what you do - no 

matter how meaningless 
you consider your life’s 
work - you can achieve 
greatness in the eyes of 
God by doing your work 
to the best of your ability 
and offering it up to God.
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therefore the church shall not be in-
volved!”

“Seth, let’s look at Luke 16:10 & 
11: ‘Whoever can be trusted with very 
little can also be trusted with much, 
and whoever is dishonest with very 
little will also be dishonest with much.’ 
So if you have not been trustworthy in 
handling worldly wealth, who will trust 
you with true riches?’ Seth, I bet you 
thought that related just to money, but 
isn’t it true that now we all realize that 
the blessings of nature are our greatest 
wealth?”

“Sam, I don’t completely accept that 
passage as applying to our problems. 
We aren’t cheating anybody when we 
misuse or exploit the environment,” 
said Seth.

“Yes! We are cheating future genera-
tions and the poor people of this gen-
eration with whom God expects us to 
share this wealth of nature,” explained 
Sam, “We are all guilty; some of us as 
individuals, but all of us by association 
with governments, industries or tech-
nology. We must all repent, pray and 
work to make amends.” 

“I don’t know how it happened, but you’re 
right, it does say, ‘Donated by Thurman Osgood 
III’ and in parentheses ... ‘Parish ding-a-ling’!”

“
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Life is something 
God has given 

us to take care of. 
Everything comes 
from God. We may 
use our talent or abil-
ity to achieve mate-
rial goods, but these 
are gifts from God to 
begin with!

Steward of the Month
Young at Heart

Every Thursday afternoon for several years now, a group of women meet at 
church to share fellowship, laughs and support for one and other. These ladies 
call themselves the Young at Heart Group. Meet their founder Carolyn. She 

recognized that there was a group of ladies no longer home with their grown chil-
dren and no longer in the work force, who all enjoyed one another’s company and 
Christian fellowship, so she decided to get them together and see where it would go.

At this point they have had many women come and go from the group. They 
have supported each other through the death of a spouse, the loss of a child, breast 
cancer and many other life challenges. They also share laughs and fun honoring 
each other’s birthdays, going out to lunch occasionally and studying the word of 
God. They are the first to step up and help collate the church bulletin and even lend 
a hand at vacation Bible school. Additionally, the Young at Heart Group has raised 
close to $1,000 selling greeting cards which they have donated to various causes 
within the church.

Young women today would call this dedication to friends as “got your back.” This 
group is an inspiring example of Christian love and devotion. Carolyn saw a need 
within her church and made something great happen. I have learned to try to do this 
in my daily life. I have had a great chance to learn because not only is Carolyn a 
friend to others at church, she is also my mom. Thanks Mom. 

“Steward of the Month” is an exciting way to recognize exemplary stewards. If you are aware of 
someone who has exemplified Christian stewardship, please tell us about it at stewardofthemonth.
com. Once a month, one submission will be chosen to be published in Stewardship. In addition, 
if your story is chosen, $100 will be given to the church or organization of your choice.

Submitted by: Eva, Cheshire, CT

Vote with Your Faith!
If I give nothing ... I cast a vote in favor of closing my church.

If I give only to local support ... I vote to stop missionary activity 
in this hour of great world need.

If I give grudgingly ... I shall find no joy, nor receive the blessing 
of the Lord.

If I give proportionately ... I shall give something, even if of ne-
cessity, mine must be small.

If I give systematically ... I make it possible for my church to plan 
in advance and make it easier for myself.

If I give sacrificially ... I shall testify to the high value I place upon 
Christ and the church in ministering to the physical and spiritual 
needs of suffering humanity.
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Continued from page 1...
Tithing is part of the...
intended to mark the end of giving.

Use of time
As part of total stewardship, tithers are 

also concerned about how they use their 
time. The days and years at their disposal 
is a sacred trust. They are stewards of 
time as long as they live.

People in the 21st century are aware 
of the significance of time as never be-
fore in human history. The idea that this 
is a leisurely and unhurried existence has 
been replaced by a rush to accomplish 
everything immediately, as if there might 
not be a tomorrow in which to do it.

Time is holy because it may be lim-
ited. Christian stewards who are faith-
ful in the use of their time do not live in 
fear of the future, but constantly face the 
question of whether or not they are mak-
ing wise use of the years at their disposal. 
They asks themselves, “Am I being true 
to God if I devote all my time to work, 
pleasure and sleep, even if I do tithe my 
money?”

Dedication of talents
Then, as part of their total stewardship, 

tithers are thoughtful about the dedica-

tion of their talents. They regard personal 
abilities to work and to lead as another 
evidence of God’s loving care. In a spirit 
of consecration they desire to have those 
talents utilized in business, in the home, 
and during leisure hours, in such a man-
ner that they will make a contribution to 
the Kingdom of God on earth.

As part of their stewardship, tithers 
will also be concerned with the total im-
pact of their lives upon others. They will 
recognize that their influence should be 
extended to help make a more Christian 
world! 


